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SECTION I

STUDY SYNOPSIS

This document was prepared in response to Section 166 of the
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1987, which directed the Secretary of
Transportation to report to the Congress of the United States on
the feasibility and necessity of constructing a proposed highway
to appropriate standards from Kansas City, Missouri to
Shreveport, Louisiana (refer to Figure 1). The document is the
product of a cooperative effort by the Arkansas, Louisiana,

Missouri and Texas State Highway Departments.

Two alternative routes for the proposed north-south highway
were identified and studied. Figure 2 shows the study route
alternatives by sections and Table 1 describes the routes on a
multi-state level. Major topography features such as the
Arkansas River, the Quachita and Ozark Mountains 1limited the
number of alternatives that could be considered. The two
alternative routes are designated as 01 and 0lA, their alignments
are identical except 1in the vicinity of Texarkana where
Alternative 01 loops to the west of the city and Alternative O01lA
to the east. Due to environmental constraints, cost
consideration, and possible right-of-way acquisition problems,
the east Alternative 0lA was considered less favorable.

The preferred route of Alternative 01 begins at Kansas City,»
Missouri at the Jjunction of I-435 and follows a southerly

direction to the Missouri-Arkansas State Line north of
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Fayetteville, Arkansas; the route continues south crossing the
western edge of Arkansas to the Arkansas-Texas State Line, north
of Texarkana; then circles Texarkana to the west through Texas
and remains on a southerly direction to 1I-220 at Shreveport,
Louisiana, a distance of 503.2 miles. The route alignment
maximizes acceas along the corridor to major employment and
retail areas, population centers, Department of Defense
installations, recreational sites, and farming, forestry and
mining operations.

The study evaluated the needs and advantaées of providing
full access control to the entire 1length o¢f the proposed
facility. Based on the analysis, it was concluded that the total
length of the proposed highway should be fully access controlled.
This geometric feature was adopted to ensure that the facility
would provide a high quality of service and for continuity of
design. Specific factors considered were motorists' safety, the
forecasts of travel demands, the mcocuntainous terrain in sections
of the <corridor, the need to complement the planned highway
improvements, protection of National Forest lands, overall travel
speeds, possible legal problems, and future construction costs in
upgrading from partial access control to fully controlled access.

The proposed highway directly traverses a four-state area -
Missouri, Arkansas, Texas and Loulsiana and would serve motorists
from Kansas and Oklahoma since its alignment parallels the
eastern edge of these states. The Highway would also benefit the’

entire central states area; states of 1Iowa, Minnesota, North



Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska along with sections of Canada
by providing a continuous north-south route for the movement of
grains and manufactured goods to southern market areas and the
Gulf of Mexico ports for international trade shipments.

In Louisiana, I-49 is now under construction from 1I-10 at
Lafayette to I-20 in the city of Shreveport and with the proposed
freeway northward to Kansas City, a continuocus freeway route from
Canada through the central states to the Gulf of Mexico would be
possible. Currently, a gap exists for a north-south freeway
between I[-35 in central Oklahoma and I-55 along the Mississippi
River (see Figure 3). The distance between these two Interstates
is approximately 500 miles. The proposed freeway would £ill this
gap and augment the Interstate System serving the midwest and
central states area. The facility would also complement the
east-west Interstate system already in place within the study
corridor - I-70 and I-44 in Missouri, I-40 and I-30 in Arkansas,
Oklahoma and Texas and I-20 through Louisiana and Texas.

The proposed facility would foster millions of dollars in
land development, 1increase property values, improve access
between rural areas with high unemployment to urban employment
centers, and enhance motorists' safety. It would also assist |in
attracting new commercial and industrial activities to the region
and decrease travel time between major population centers.
Existing travel time from Kansas City ¢to Shreveport is
approximately eleven hours. On the proposed new freeway the

travel time would be eight hours, a savings of three hours.
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A cost-effectiveness analysis showed that the preferred
route would provide nearly $154 million dollars annually in road
user benefits resulting from decreased travel time and accident
‘rate reduction. A benefit/cost ratio of 1.29 is derived when the
road user benefit is compared to construction costs.

There are thirteen Department of Defense installations
within a 50 mile range of the proposed highway corridor that
would benefit from improved access and a reduction 1in response
time; they 1include, Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri and the
Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana; Fort Chaffee, Arkansas,; Camp
Crowder and Camp Clark, Missouri; the Richards-Gebaur Military
Airport, Missouri; and the Army Ammunition Plants of Longhozn,
Red River and Lone Star, Texas, Kansas, and Sunflower, Kansas;
Lake City, Missouri, and Louisiana AAP, Louisiana. There are ten
additional Department of Defense installations within a 100 mile
range of the proposed highway alignment; they include, Lake
Charles, Louislana Naval Station; Fort Polk, Louisiana; Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri; Fort Riley, Kansas; Little Rock Air Force
Base, Arkansas; Camp Robinson, Arkansas; Camp Magie, Texas; Pine
Bluff Arsenal, Arkansas; Conway Defense Fuel Supply Point,
Arkansas; and the McAlester, Oklahoma Army Ammunition Plant. The
highway corridor between Kansas City, Kansas and Lake Charles,
Louisiana is presently included in the Strategic Highway Corridor
Network (STRAHNET). This corridor is supported by The Department
of Defense because it would strengthen defense strategic mobility’

by adding flexibility for units mobilizing to staging areas and

10



deploying to air and sea ports of embarkation. It would also aid
during readiness exercises and defense emergencies as well as
adding to the safety and convenience of military personnel,
dependents, and civilians living and workiné in the corridor.

The existing north-south highways 1in this region are
primarily two-lane facilities with high traffic volumes,
insufficient passing sight distance and undesirable alignment.
The mountainous terrain 1in sections of the study corridor
restrict normal traffic flow. Motorists must negotiate 90 degree
turns, steep inclines and contend with segments of highway that
have a narrow surface width of 10 feet per lane and no shoulders.
Motorists' safety 1s a majJor issue on these existing north-south
routes with over 800 personal injury accidents and thirty-four
fatalities occurring annually. A new freeway will reduce the
accident and fatality rates between 30 and 76 percent based on
the American Assoclation of State Highway and Transportation
ODfficials (AASHTO) Policy of Geometric Design of Highways and
Streets.

State funds are insufficient to reconstruct these routes to
four lanes with full access control under present levels of
funding. This is shown in Table 2 and detailed in Table 3 which
reveal that the states are able to obligate only a restricted
amqunt of funds to improve the existing north-south routes by the
Year 2000, This amount, $408 million, is not sufficient to

construct the safe, efficient facility required to satisfy the
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TABLE 2

Comparative Cost Estimates
of Route Alternates

Year 2000

Length AASHTO Standards Current Program
Alternate Weighted Cost |[Average Average
Route Route Non ADT Estimate|Per Mile| Cost* |Per Mile
| Numbers |Interstate|Total| (2010)
MO - 01
AR - 01
01 X - 01 486.4 503.2 21,280 1,700,161 3,495 408,732 840
LA - 01 '
MO - 01
01A AR - 01A 488.9 505.7 20,800 1,752,061| 3,584 357,832 732
LA - 01
{OTE: The only column containing Interstate data is total length column.

wts
-~

Estimated costs for programmmed improvement to the Year 2000.
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corridor travel demands. Traffic forecasts showed that a freeway
facility through the study corridor would average 21,280
(weighted) vehicles per day by the Year 2010, of which 24 percent
would be truck traffic. The cost for constructing the proposed
freeway to appropriate AASHTO standards 1s approximately §1.7
billion.

No major environmental or social impediments were identified
along the proposed corridor except that public water supplies of

several small urban areas are to be avoided.
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SECTION II

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REGION AND HIGHWAY CORRIDOR

The proposed north-south multi-state highway directly
traverses a four-state area - Missouri, Arkansas, Texas and
Louisiana. The study corridor is comprised of these four states
Plus the states cf Kansas and Oklahcma. Motorists from Kansas
and OKlahoma will benefit from the proposed facility due to its
alignment which parallels the eastern edge of these states. The
highway would also serve the entire c¢entral states area of Iowa,
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Nebraska by providing
a continuous north-south route for the movement of goods and
products from this region to the southern states and the Gulf of
Mexico ports. This 1is achieved by the proposed freeway-
type faclility connecting with I-29 and I-35 via I-435 at Kansas

City and with I-49 at Shreveport.

Regional Population:

The 1980 population of the midwest/central states area is
40.9 million people or 22 percent of the nation's population.
For the period 1970 to 1980, the eleven-state population increased

10.5 percent as compared to a national increase of 11.4 percent.

Principal Corridor:
Corxidox Population

The 1986 estimated principal corridor population {(the area
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directly served by the proposed Highway) is almost 3.1 milliocn
persons (refer to Table 4). The population c¢f the Corridor |is
expected to reach 3.8 million persons by the Year 2010, a 25
percent increase. Urbanized areas will experience the greatest
growth with a 30.6 percent increase. Small wurban areas are

expected to increase by 10.1 percent and rural areas by 4.3

percent.
TABLE 4
PRINCIPAL CORRIDOR POPULATION
EXISTING AND PROJECTED
Percent

Distribution 1986 2010 Change
Rural (includes towns

less than 4,999) 333,359 347,686 +4.3
Small Urban (5,000-

49,999) 322,494 355,061 +10.1
Urbanized {%50,000+) 2,427,703 3,171,228 +30.6
TOTAL 3,083,556 3,873,975 +25.6

Source: Statewide Planning Section, AHTD

Pcocpulation Pistri ion

There are eight Metropolitan Statistical Areas located along
the principal corridor. Their total estimated 1986 population is

over 2 million people (see Table 5).
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TABLE 5

METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA
PRINCIPAL CORRIDCR POPULATION

Metropolitan Statistical Area 1986 Population
Kansas City, Missouri-Kansas 1,380,286
Joplin, Missouri 132,900
Fayetteville/Springdale, Arkansas 107,400
Fort Smith, Arkansas-Cklahoma ' 141,100
Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas 120,266
Shrevepcrt, Louisiana 223,271
Longview/Marshall, Texas 170,366
Tyler, Texas 152,108
2,427,703

Source: Bureau of Census
Income and Emplovment Statistics

Tables 6 and 7 shows income levels and employment statistics
for the principal corridor. Sections of the <corridor are
substantially below the national‘average in per capita income
(Arkansas 1is currently ranked 47th) and has an unemployment rate
well above the national rate (the rate for the Louisiana portion
is 11.9, the national rate 1s 6.0). These tables illustrate the
strained economic situation within sections of the corrideor; due
in part to current low o0il and gas prices, a major element of the
corridor economy, and less than desirable highway transportation
facilities. However, there are areas experliencing significant
commercial and 1industrial growth. For example, national
companies 1like Ford, General Motors and Western Electric have

manufacturing plants in the metropolitan area of Kansas City.
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TABLE 6

PRINCIPAL CORRIDOR
PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME

Arkansas Corridor Average § 9,438
Texas Corridor Average s 7,718
Loulisiana Corridor Average $ 7,206
Missouri Corridor Average 510,484
National Average $§12,772

Source: Employment Security Division

TABLE 7

PRINCIPAL CORRIDOR LABOR FORCE, 1986
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Total Unemployment
State Labor Force Employment Rate
AR Corridor 214,100 200,775 7.

TX Corridor 337,909 301,898 11
LA Corridor 129,800 114,300 11.
MO Corridor 1,290,917 1,215,092 5.7
National 6.0

Source: Employment Security Division

Economic Characteristics and Potential:

The total corridor shares similar economic characteristics.
Many of the manufacturing and commercial activities are inter—r
related with the agricultural operations and the region's natural

resources such as gas, oil, lignite and timber. Commercial and
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industrial activities have increased over the years and economic
growth 1is expected to continue in the future decades. This
expectation 1is predicated on the fact that the area 1is richly
endowed with a wealth of natural resources, recreational
opportunities, educational institutions, available labor force,
and a favorable centralized geographic location.

The area is predominately rural and includes numerous small
towns that are economically linked to farming, mineral preoduction
and forestry operations. Residents' livelihood depends directly
upon the highway system and the area's economy suffers £from
existing deficiencies in the highway network.

One of the keys to future economic development of the area
is the addition of a north-scuth freeway facility to the existing
highway network. This facility would assist 1in the full
development of both natural and human resourcés, the magnet to
entice tourists to the numercus lakes and rivers within the
region (tourism is Arkansas', Missouri's and Louisiana's second
leading industry) and a possible stimulus for major
manufacturing. 1Inguiries by the Arkansas Industrial Development
Commission on the possible effects of a freeway-type facility on
industrial development of the area revealed that existing ﬁajor
manufacturers would 1likely increase production and vend their
products more intensely in the major market areas, especially the

areas of Kansas City, St. Louis, Dallas and Houston,.
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Internal and External Transportation and Commercial Ties:

Reliance by industries on highways as the primary mode of
transport has increased in recent years due to the impact of
declining railroads and the numerous advantages of trucking in
raw materials and trucking out the finished goods to market. The
Interstate Highway System has accelerated this trend because
industries tend to locate at that point where they will have the
lowest aggregate transportation cost. Surveys conducted by the
Arkansas Industrial Development Commission revealed that commu-
nities in this state that are'served by a four-lane highway have
significantly higher numbers of manufacturing plants than those
communities not served by this type of highway. The Missouri
Department of Economic Development has researched factors involved
in manufacturing plants locating in that state. Their data shows
that transportation 1is the third most important £factor to
companies considering a Missouri location, with available
building site as number one and labor as number two.

The existing highway system is the principal mode by which
goods are moved within, and out of, the corridor. Commodity flow
studies conducted by the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department revealed that the highest commodity
desire flow patterns through the state occur from St. Louis to
DPallas and from the Kansas City area southbound toward the Gulf
of Mexico., Kansas City is one of the largest Interior Foreign
Trade Zones in the country. Research by the Missouri Department

of Economic Development indicate that a major benefit from the
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proposed north-south multi-state highway would be to increase the
exporting of products produced in western Missouri and the
central states to the Gulf of Mexico via the international port
at New Orleans.

A north-south freeway facllity would strengthen the economic
ties of the region by decreasing travel tines between
manufacturing centers and retail areas, and improve the transport
of agricultural products to the market place. The facility would
also complement existing inland river ports and rail terminals

leading to increased trade with areas outside the region.

Major Defense, Commerce, Employment, Resources, and Recreation:

The highway corridor between Kansas City, Kansas and Lake
Charles, Louisiana 1s presently included in the Strategic Highway
Corridor WNetwork (STRAHNET). This corridor is supported by the
Department of Defense because It would strengthen defense
strategic mobility by adding flexibility for units mobilizing to
staging areas and deploying to air and sea ports of embarkation.
It would also ald during readiness exerclses and defense
emergencies as well as adding to the safety and convenience of
military personnel, dependents, and civilians living and working
in the corrlidor.

There are twenty-three Department of Defense Installations
within a 100 mile range of the proposed study corridor (refer to
Figure 4). The Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri, the largest’

of the military 1installations and part of the Strategic Air
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Command, will experience considerable increase in activity by
1990 when it becomes the home of the new Stealth Bomber. The
Barksdale Air Force Base located in Shreveport, Louislana, is
also a Strategi; Air Command base and is schedule to intensify
its role in national defense. The Alr Force Base at Little Rock,
Arkansas 1is a part of the Military Alrlift Command and is being
considered as a MX Missile installation. There are several
military camps throughout the study corridor used by the Army and
Air National Guards. Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri is a major
Army infantry training facility. Fort Riley in Kansas 1is a
Mechanized Infantry facllity and Fort Polk, Louisiana a Basic
Training Center. Camp Chaffee, located at Fort Smith, Arkansas
is currently the nation's only JRTC - Joint Readiness Training
Center, a field training center for active service units. The
major defense plants in the study corridor are 1located near
Texarkana, Texas. The Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant is the
manufacturer of explosives, 1i.e., bullets, warheads, and
grenades. The Red River Army Depot has two missions - repair of
equipment such as the Bradley troop transport, Hawk Missiles and
M-13 troop carriers; and the supply of equipment to the Army.
Longhorn Army Ammunitions Plant produces solid rocket fuel,
flares, button bombs, and ammunition rounds.

There are thirteen major commercial areas 1Iin the study
corridor: Kansas City, Columbia, Springfield and Joplin,
Missouri; Topeka and Pittsburg, Kansas; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Little

Rock and Fert Smith, Arkansas; Longview/Marshall, Tyler and
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Texarkana, Texas; and Shreveport, Louisiana. These commercial
areas are linked with other major market areas by the existing
east-west Interstates.

The major employment centers in the study corridor are shown
on Figure 5. National parent companies and subsidiaries are
located at these centers, Manufacturing and related activities
account for approximately 32 percent of the total employment in
the study corridor.

The study corridor 1is endowed with a wealth of mineral
resources (refer to Figure 6). Major mineral resources consist
of coal, =zinc, lead, slate, gypsum, limestone, o0il and gas
fields. These resources are refined and shipped throughout the
nation.

Tourism and recreation ls a major industry in all of the
states and holds practically unlimited potential for development.
The major recreational sites are located in or near the Natiocnal
Forests (see Figure 7). There are numerous lakes, rivers and
polints of interest along the entire proposed highway route.
Since tourism is an industry which brings new money to an area,
one of the greatest economic advantages of the proposed
Highw&y is the opening up of these recreational sites to more

convenient use by people throughout America.
Terrain and Land Use:
The north-south highway route falls within five physiography

regions as shown on Figure 8. The study corridor near Kansas
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City 1lies in the Central Lowlands characterized by mature
plateaus with 1isolated mountains, old plains and 1intrenched
stream valleys. The corridor in southern Missouri, north
Arkansas and parts of Oklahoma falls within the 0zark Plateaus
Region characterized by mountains and high level plateaus with
generally narrow stream valleys. The central sectien of the
study corridor rests within tweo physiography regions, Arkansas
Valley and the Quachita Mountains. The Arkansas Valley has
gently folded mountains separated with intermcuntaln basins of
rolling hills and broad stream valleys. The Ouachita Mountains
Region 1is characterized by east to west tightly folded mountain
ridges and valleys. The corridor in southern Arkansas, northern
Louisiana and northeast Texas lies in the Gulf Coastal Plain
Regicon typified by rolling hills and broad flat alluvial plains.
Agricultural land uses is the primary land use pattern along
the southern section of the corridor. Forest lands combined with
diversified agricultural wuses dominate the remainder of the
corridor. Urban areas, industry and mining, and military
reservations comprise only a small percent of the total corridor

land use.

Areas of Special Concern:

Environmental assessments were conducted in the principal
corridor. No major environmental obstacles are apparent along
the highway alignment except that public water supplies of

several urban and small urban areas are to be avoided (see Figure
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Development Plans:

There are three categories of development plans that are
interrelated with the proposed north-south highway faclility:
Interstate system extension, demonstration projects and river and
port development.

Interstate System Extension - In the state of Louisiana, an
extension of the Interstate System, 1I-49, |is now under
construction and is scheduled for completion by the Year 1990.
This highway from the junction of I-10 at Lafayette to I-20 in
the city of Shreveport will provide, along the proposed
highway facility northward to Kansas City, a continuous route
from Canada through the central states to the Gulf cof Mexico.

Demonstration Projects - A study to establish the basis for
further extensicn of I-49 north of I-20 to connect with I-220
near its junction with U.S. 71 in Shreveport, is being prepared
as a demonstration project under the Federal-Aid Act of 1987. 1In
the states of Arkansas and Missouril, a demonstration project to
study methods to improve highway safety and highway construction
on U.S, 71 from I-40 near Fort Smith, Arkansas north to I-44 at
Carthage, Missouri was authorized as Section 149 of the Act.

River and Port Development - The Red River Waterway Project
in Louisiana is scheduled for completion in 1993. The project
will improve navigatiocn on this river linking the Shreveport area’

with the inland ports at Baton Rouge and New Orleans. A new port
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is now under construction in Shrevepcrt. There are two other
legs of the Red River Waterway Project, one that extends westward
to Texas and the other northward to Arkansas. These projects are
now being studied to determine feaslbility. The proposed north-
south freeway would provide the connection between manufacturing

plants located in the region to these inland river ports.
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SECTION III

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS AND SERVICE IN THE CORRIDOR

Qverview:

Public highways are the principal means of transportation
within the study corridor. Motor vehicular transportation is the
foundation of the corridor's socio-economic structure and the
common denominator in all of its transportation needs. The high-
ways are used to transport raw and finished products, are the
link to agficultural areas and the market place and the avenue to
retall and employment centers. Other forms of transportation
exist in the region, they are rallways, airlines, waterways and
pipelines. However, the importance of public highways cannot be
overemphasized.

Level-of-service provided by the existing north-south high-
ways 1s inadequate in the context of providing efficient, rapid
and safe movement of people, goods and service. The mountainous
terrain 1in sections of the corridor restricts normal traffic
flow. Motorists must negotiate 90 degree turns and steep
inclines, contend with segments of highway that have a narrow
surface width of 10 feet per 1lane and no shoulders, and
experience indirection of travel caused by separation of routes
between major focal points. The problem is compounded by the
presence of high truck traffic that further reduces the overall
travelling speed. Truck traffic currently represents approxi-

mately fifteen percent of the average daily traffic along the
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corrider route. The critical segments in the current network
exists from I-44 south of Carthage, Missouri to north of Fayette-
ville, Arkansas; south of Fayetteville to I-40 near Fort Smith,
Arkansas and from south of Fort Smith to Texarkana, Texas.
Motorists' safety is a major issue on the existing north-
south highways. The proposed freeway facllity thzough £ull
access control would enhance motorists’ safety. The following is
a comparison by states of the accldent rates for a full access
control facility, a typical two-lane rural road and the closest

highway to the proposed freeway.

Accident Rates

Full Access Typical 2-Lane Current

Control Rural Road Highway

Arkansas 0.45 1.59 1.66
Missouri g.64 1.78 1.11
Texas 0.73 1.48 1.64
Louisiana 0.44 2.05 1.39

This current level-of-service problem points out a <c¢ritical
need for a north-south highway that would provide the area with a
rapid and efficlent transportation system and would likewise
complement the east-west Interstate System already in place. The
proposed multi-state highway would provide thils needed service
and would 1link the existing east-west Interstates within the
region by filling the gap for a north-south freeway route between
I-35 1in central Oklahoma and I-55 along the Mississippli River.’

This gap needs to be closed to complete the Interstate System
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serving the entire midwest. The distance between I-35 and 1I-55

is approximately 500 miles.

Highways:

The highway system within the corridor is the major trans-
portation mode and provides for the greatest portion of all
transportation movements within and through the study area. (See
Figure 10a). The most significant component of this system 1is
the Interstate Highway Network (Interstates 70, 44, 40, 30 and
20) which provides good east-west service. Because of the lack
of a north-south freeway type facility, travel between various
parts of the region is significantly restricted,. There are
north-south arterial type highways but they are primarily
physically inadegquate two-lane facilities that cause 1indirection
of travel. Forecasts of travel demands indicate that traffic
volumes along this corridor will continue to increase, especially

truck traffic.

Railways:

Rail freight service through the corridor is an essential
part of the overall transportation requirements. Major terminals
are located at the cities of Joplin, Springfield and Kansas City,
Missouri; Topeka, Kansas; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Fort Smith and Little
Rock, Arkansas; Texarkana and Longview/Marshall, Texas; and
Shreveport, Louisiana. Major commodities transported include

forestry products, grains, chemicals and petroleum items, and
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coal. The proposed north-south highway could interface with this
existing rail service and improve the total distribution of
freight within the corridor. The need for improved distribution
is illustrated by the recent burden placed upon industries in the
Fort Smith area where four rail abandonments have occurred within
the past five years (see Figure 10b). The problem is compounded
due to the abandonment of the Rock Island lines in this state
which resulted in leaving only one east-west continuous line
from Oklahoma to Little Rock, Arkansas.

Passenger service is provided by Amtrack which crosses the
corridor at Texarkana. The route runs north to south from St.
Louis, Missouril through Little Rock, Arkansas and Dallas, Texas

to San Antonio, Texas.

Airlines:

The corridor 1is served by eight commercial airports with
scheduled service that fulfills the demand for both passenger and
freight service from the urbanized areas {refer to Fiqgure 10c).
The largest of these airports ls Kansas City International which
had 4.1 million enplanements in 1986 and is expected to have 7.9
million enplanements by the Year 2000. There are also numerous
smaller airports which tend to the needs of commuters and private
air travel.

Airline derequlation has adversely impacted the rural areas
by eliminating service to the smaller urban centers. Travel time

from the rural areas to existing passenger terminals 1inhibit
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use of this transpertation mode.

Waterways:
Waterways are now a viable part of the freight
transportation service {see Figure 10c). Terminals along the

Arkansas and Red River provide a direct link to the Gulf of
Mexico via the Mississippi River. The Arkansas River is now
navigable from Tulsa, Oklahoma southeasterly through the state of
Arkansas to the Mississippi River. Currently, there is a federal
project to improve navigation on the Red River and a port Iis

being developed at Shreveport, Louisiana.

Pipeline:

Several major plpelines crisscross the corridor in the
vicinity of Texarkana, Shreveport and the Longview/Marshall area.
Items transported are petroleum, natural gas, and other petro-
chemical products. These raw products are transported over

highways from established collection points.

Conclusion:

Today's transportation of goods and people often requires
the use of mere than one mede of transportation. Highways are
the major 1link of connecting these modes 1into a viable and
efficient transportation chain. If this region of the country is
to become economically competitive, a north-south multi-state

facility built to AASHTO standards is essential.
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SECTION 1V

SELECTION OF ALTERNATIVES

Two alternative routes for the proposed Kansas City to
Shreveport Highway were identified. Major topography features
such as the Arkansas River, the Ouachita and o©Ozark Mountains
limited the number of alternatives that could be considered. The
two alternatives are designated as 01 and OlA. The alignment of
Alternatives (01 and OlA are identical except in the vicinity of
Texarkana, Texas where Alternative 01 loops to the west of the
city and Alternative 0lA to the east. Because of environmental
constraints, cost considerations and possible right-of-way
acquisition problems, the east Alternative 0lA was considered
less favorable.

Studies show that the preferred route of Alternative 01
will provide maximum access along the corridor to major
employment and retail areas, existing transportation terminals,
population centers, recreationél sites, farming, forestry and
mining operations. The followling describes the area Alternative
01 will serve with emphasis on the economic and regional

importance to the corridor.

Section Breakpoint Numberg 01-02 and 0¢-03
The proposed 503.2 mile route begins at the junction of U.S.
71 and I-435 in Kansas City, Missouri and follows a southerly

direction on existing and new location to the Missouri-Arkansas
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State Line, near the community of Bella Vista. The Missouri
portion of the total route is 185.2 miles in length. Nearly 75
percent of this mileage is presently a dual lane divided facility,
of which 44 percent is built to Interstate Standards.

The route would serve the Metropolitan Statistical Areas of
Kansas City and Joplin, and by interfacing with I-44, the cities
of St. Louis and Springfield, Missouri and Tulsa, Oklahoma,

Major industrial operations are located in these cities. Kansas
City and st. Louls importance is illustrated by their designation
as Interior Foreiqn Trade Zones and by their possession of inter-
national airports.

Five military installations; Whiteman Air Force Base, Fort
Leonard Wood, and three national guard camps would be served by
the proposed freeway route. The route would alsc serve twenty-
six institutions of higher education, (See Figure 11) numerouﬁ
recreational facilities and significant mining and forestry

operations.

Section Breakpoint Numbers 03-04, 04-05 and 05-06

Starting at the Missouri-Arkansas State Line, this segment
of the route continues south on existing and new location to I-40
near the city of Alma, a distance of 77.9 miles. In 1985, the
Arkansas Highway Commission authorized .the construction of an
Interstate-type facility from I-40 near Alma to the Fayetteville
Bypass. The route has been approved for designation as an Inter-

state Highway if the facility is substantially completed by 1995.
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The interchange at I-40 and 5.5 miles of grading north of I-40
has been let to contract. The section from Fayetteville north to
Rogers, including the Fayetteville Bypass has been completed and
is built to Interstate Standards. Grading and structure work is
currently underway north of Rogers.

The most significant area of this proposed alignment is the
urbanized region of Fayetteville/Springdale, one of the fastest
growing employment centers in the state. This area is the home
office and major distribution center for the Wwal-Mart discount
stores, the center of major poultry industry activities, the base
for several trucking firms and the focal point of higher
education in the state with the location of the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville.

Two national parks and several outstanding state parks are
located along the route corridor. Research conducted by the
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism for 1986 showed that
more than 15 million travelers visited the state and its
recreational facilities. The counties comprising this portion of
the route corridor were ranked as the number one final

destination point of the surveyed travelers.

section Breakpoint Number 06-07

This 16.8 mile segment of the corridor starts at Interstate
4¢ near Alma, southwesterly through Fort Smith, via 1I-540 on
existing location to south of the city. This route .aliqnment'

provides the connection to the metropolitan areas of Little Rock,
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Arkansas; Memphis, Tennessee; Tulsa and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
through east-west 1-40. The alignment would also provide the
link to the inland river ports along the Arkansas River and the
international port at New Orleans via the Mississippi River.
Access to the Little Rock Air Force Base and Camp Chaffee at

Fort Smith would also be improved by this route connection. The
city of Fort Smith would@ be a major traffic generator for the

proposed highway since it is recognized as the industrial and

commercial hub of the Arkansas River Valley.

Section Breakpoint Numbezrg 07-08 and 08-09

This part of the alignment is on new location and is 140.7
miles in length from south of Fort Smith to the Arkansas-Texas
State Line northwest of Texarkana.

Numerous lakes, rivers, hiking trails and camping facilities
are located along the entire corridor. Vast amounts of natural
resources (timber, slate, sandstone, gfpsum, chert and
novaculite) are also located within the corridor. The small towns
in this area are economically tied to the forestry and mining
operations and recreational activities.

There exists four areas to be avolded during construction,

all of which are public water supplies of small towns.

Section Breakpoint Numbers 03-10 and 10-12
This section is 48.4 miles beginning at the Arkansas-Texas

State Line on existing and new location, circling the «city of
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Texarkana to the west, and continuing south on new location to
the Arkansas-Louisiana State Line, The route alignment would
provide the link with east-west I-30 and the principal commercial
areas of Dallas and Houston, Texas.

The alignment serves the urbanized areas of
Longview/Marshall, Tyler and Texarkana, the principal city in
southwestern ArKansas and northeast Texas. Major oil and gas
fields are located in this area of the corridor with Texarkana as
the collection and distribution center. Several military defense
plants are located in the vicinity of Texarkana and Marshall ‘and
would benefit from the proposed freeway facility. These defense
plants are involved with equipment repairs and the manufacturing
of ammunition and rocket fuel. The defense plants along with two
public water supplies were identified as areas to be avoided

during construction of the propocsed multi-state highway.

Sectjion Breakpoint Number 12-13

This segment of the alignment starts at the Arkansas-
Louisiana State Line, near Ida, south on new location to the
junction of I-220 at Shreveport, Louisiana, a distance of 34.2
miles. At this locale the route would connect with east-west 1I-
20 providing the avenue to the market areas of Jackson,
Mississippi and Dallas, Texas. Upon completion of I-49 between
Shreveport and Lafayette, a continuous route from Canada and
the central states to the Gulf of Mexico would be available,

This route alignment would serve the major industrial
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complexes 1in Shreveport and the Barksdale Air Force Base, a
Strategic Air Command unit. Agriculture, oil and gas operations
and tourist related activities in the rural area would benefit

from the proposed alignment.
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SECTION V

ROUTE IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS, COSTS AND BENEFITS

This section describes the general alignment of the proposed
multi-state freeway-type faclility; examines the cost estimates
for developing the route to AASHTQO freeway standards and what the
states can physically and financially accomplish; and explains

the cost-benefits of the preferred route.

General Alignment:

Due to terrain and environmental <constraints, oaly one
alignment £for the proposed highway route was studied except in
the vicinity of Texarkana where two alternatives were identified.
One alternative loops to the west of the city through Texas and
the other to the east through Arkansas. Because of environmental
issues, higher construction costs, and right-of-way acquisition
problems, the east alternative was dismissed. The preferred
route is Alternative 0l which traverses the western edges of
Missouri, Arkansas and Loulsiana and circles Texarkana to the
west in Texas.

The alignment begins at Kansas City, Missouri at the
junction of I-435 and U.S. 71 and continues south on existing and
new location to the Missouri-Arkansas State Line near Bella Vista
Village. The route proceeds south on existing and new location_
through the Fayetteville/Springdale area to I1-40 near Fort Smith,

then southwesterly through Fort Smith via I-40 and 1[-54C and
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continues south on new location to the Arkansas-Texas State Line,
northwest of Texarkana. At this locale, the route bypasses the
city to the west crossing Texas 1-30 then proceeds southeast to
the Texas-Arkansas State Line, south of Texarkana. The route
remains on a southerly direction to the Arkansas-Louisiana State
Line then southeasterly to 1-220 at Shreveport, Louisiana, a

distance of 503.2 miles.

Cost Estimates:

Table 8 provides two estimates of route improvement costs
for each study route alternative. The first estimate is based on
the requirements for developing a freeway-type facility to AASHTO
standards that conforms to the State's normal practice for
determining 1lane requirements, consistent with the volume of
traffic forecasted for the Year 2010. The second reflects what
the states believe can be physically and finahcially accomplished
by the Year 2000, assuming no significant change in current
improvement program priorities and financing.

For continuity of design and to ensure that the proposed
facility would provide a high quality of service, it 'was
concluded that the entire length of the highway should be fully
access controlled. Specific factors considered were motorists'
safety, the forecasts of travel demand, the mountainous terrain
in sections of the corridor, the need to complement planned_
highway improvements, protection of National Forest lands,

overall travel speeds, and possible legal problems and latent
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construction costs in upgrading from partial access control to
fully controlled access. Consideration was also given to the
necessity for a high speed north-south freeway facility which
would augment the existing east-west Interstate system in the
study area. Currently, a 500 mile gap exists between the north-
south Interstates now serving the region, 1I-35 in Central
Oklahoma and 1I-55 along the Mississippl River. The proposed
multi-state highway through full access control, would provide the
region with a rapid and efficient transportation system that
would likewise complement the east-west Interstate system already
in place. In Appendix A, a detail description of the need and
advantages of providing full access control for the total 1length
of the proposed highway 1is provided by section breakpoint

numbers.

Estimate For Route Bujilt £g AASHTO Design Standarxds

This estimate is based upon AASHTO design standards for
constructing a fully-controlled access freeway facility. The
estimated cost of $1.7 billion, for the preferred rcoute of
Alternative (01, includes the cost f6r> design, right-of-way
acquisition and construction. The estimated cost for Alternative
0lA is 1.75 billion. The roadway costs were derived by applying
the latest available unit cost of construction based on actual
conﬁracts awarded. Right-of-way costs are based wupon state's
experience for like facilities.

The location of interchanges were generally placed where the
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new route alignment crosses state highways and/or in the vicinity
of population centers. Grade separations were located where
access to local landowners was limited by the new alignment or
where it crossed major features such as county roads and
rallroads. The location of major structures (50-foot or over)
was identified by examining the closest underlying route.

Traffic forecasts were used in determining lane requirements
with emphasis on truck useage. It was projected that a freeway
facility through the study c¢orridor would average 21,2840
(weighted) vehicles per day by the Year 2010, of which 24 percent
would be truck traffic. Traffic projections were based wupon
historical trends, computer aided traffic assignments, origin and
destination surveys, special traffic counts and comparison of
traffic volumes for 1like facilities. In Arkansas, yearly
historical traffic growth trends for a 20-year period £for 1I-30
was used in determining projected traffic £for the proposed
highway facility through the state. Segments of Interstate 30 in
the vicinity of the urbanized area of Texarkana and along rural
sections of the Interstate were analyzed. This highway at these
locations presently averages over 12,100 (unweighted) vehicles
per day and exhibits an average annual traffic growth rate of

nearly 3 percent.

Year 2000 Plan Estimate
Existing north-south highways within the study corridor are

primarily Ewe-lane facilities with high traffic volumes,
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insufficient passing sight distance and undesirable alignment.
Travel time is greatly reduced along these routes by the presence
of many small towns, where a speed reduction 1is required.
Because of limited funding, many of the Year 2000 improvements
will be on existing alignment consisting of either widening to
four 1lanes, reconstruction and/or resurfacing existing two-lane
roadways. The widening proiects will primarily be built within
existing right-of-way but some projects will require additional
easements. The access control for existing routes in the 2000
Plan will remain mostly unchahged. The 2000 Improvement Plan by
the states, amounting to $408.7 million, is not sufficient to
construct the safe, efficient faclllity required to satisfy the

corridor travel demands.

Benefits vs. Costs:

A benefit/cost analysis was wused in accessing the
advisability of the preferred route for the proposed highway,
Alternative 01, to the existing route £from Kansas City ¢to
Shreveport. The cost-effectiveness analysis shows that the
preferred route would provide nearly $154 million dollars
annually in road user benefits resulting from decreased travel
time and accident rate reduction (refer to Table 9). A
benefit/cost ratio of 1.29 is derived when the road user benefit
ls compared to construction costs.

The methodology used in calculating the benefits/costs is’

based upon "A Manual on User Benefits Analysis of Highway and
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Bus-Transit Improvements", 1377 published by AASRKTO.

A current CPI-Consumer Price Index was used in updating road
user cost facters. Percent trucks, traffic volumes and segment
lengths were provided by the individual states. All autos were
grouped together as 4-Kip passengef cars and all trucks were
considered as 54-Kip diesel trucks.

The speeds on the existing route used 1in the cost-
effectiveness analysis were obtained from the individual states
and their highway inventories. For the proposed construction, a
speed was estimated based on the type of facility, its location
relative to urbanized areas, and the terrain through which it
passes. The travel time was calculated by segment and presented
as hours per 1000 vehicle miles. The average travel time for the
existing route is 20.12 h/1000 vm. This results in an average
speed of 49.70 mph on the existing route. The average travel
time for the preferred alternative 1is 15.70 h/1000vm. The
average speed for the preferred alternative is 63.67 mph. The
travel time savings or the Qifference in the travel time for the
two alternatives is 2 hours and 58 minutes (10 hours 52 minutes
for existing wvs. 7 hours 54 minutes for the preferred route}.
The dollar value annually for these savings is $103,293,000, the
difference in the travel time costs ($447,972,000 - 344,679,000).

In addition to travel time costs, the length and speed of
each segment have a direct bearing on the operating costs. The
unit costs are referenced in the 1977 AASHTO publication, "A
Manual on User Benefit Analysis of Highway and Bus-Transit
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Improvements". The difference of annual auto operating costs
between the two alternatives 1is $2,433,000 ($390,781,000 -
$388,348,000). The difference in annual truck operating costs is
$16,008,000. The actual costs of operation are $223,147,000 for
the existing and $239,155,000 for the preferred route. This
reflects an 1increase in auto and truck operating costs due to
higher speeds on the preferred route than on the existing route.
The total operating costs, autos and trucks, reflects a
difference of $13,575,000 (613,928,000 - 627,503,000). The
increase is due to higher speeds and therefore higher unit
operating costs. The operating costs also 1include the speed
change costs.

The final component included in the road segment costas |is
the accident cost. The unit costs of accidents found in the 1977
AASHTO publication "A Manual on User Benefits Analysis of
Highways and Bus-Transit Improvements" is based on the type of
facility. Where access control is provided the accident cost
rate 1s much lower than where it is not provided. The actual
dollar wvalue of the accidents is calculated by applying the
accident rate cost to the vehicle mlles travelled. The existing
route provides an annual acclident cost of $92,376,000. The
preferred route provides an annual accident cost of $28,545,000
and an annual savings of $63,831,000.

The combination of the road user} accident and travel time
costs gave a total road segment user cost. The annual road

segment user costs for the existing route are $1,154,276,000

60



(447,972,000 + 390,781,000 + 223,147,000 + 92,376,000). The
annual road segment user costs for the preferred route are
$1,000,726,000 (344,678,000 + 388,348,000 + 239,155,000 +
28,545,000)., This results in a net road user cost annual savings
of $153,550,000.

To complete the cost-effectiveness ratio, the savings in the
Road User Costs were divided by the construction costs. The
annual costs are used for thils analysis. The totél construction
cost 1is $1,700,000,000. This computes to an annual cost of
$119,000,000. Table 10 provides a detailed explanation of the
annualized construction costs. The final comparison provides a

cost-effectiveness ratio of 1.29.
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TABLE 10

2nnualized Construction Costs

Total Construction Cost = $1,700,000,000

Breakdown of Construction Costs in Arkansas

Major Structures $ 54,819,000 (5.027)
Grade Separations 36,000,000 (3,29%)
Interchanges 61,710,000 (5.65%)
Roadway Costs 940,471.000 (86.04%)

(including ROW)

$1,093,000,000  (100.00%)

Roadway - Amortized: 47% Capitol Recovery Factor
20 years = 0.0736
$940,471,000 x 0.0736 = $69,218,666

Structures - Amortized: 4% Capitol Recovery Factor
50 years = 0.0466

$ 54,819,000
$ 36,000,000

g 61,710,000
’ R x 0.0466 = $7,107,851

Arkansas Annual Cost $76,326,517

Arkansas Percentages Applied to Total Costs:

$1,700,000,000 x 0.8604 = 1,462,680,000 x 0.0736 = 107,653,248
$1,700,000,000 x 0.1396 = 237,320,000 x 0.0466 = 11,059,112
Total Annual Costs = $118,712,360



APPENDIX A

Full Access Control



The following details the requirements for providing f£full
access control, by section breakpoint numbers, for the total

length of the proposed freeway facllity (refer to Figure 2, Red

Route).
MISSOURI:
Section Breakpoint Numbers 01-02 and 02-03

These segments comprise the Missouri portion of the total
route which is 185.2 miles In length, consisting of approximately
160 miles of existing U.S. 71 and the remainder on new location.
Nearly seventy-five percent of the existing U.S. 71 mileage |is
dual lanes that are divided, with forty-four percent built to
Interstate standards. U.S. 71 is functionally classified as a
Principal Arterial.

A study completed by the Missouri Highway Department prior
to the suvbject study, provided that U.S. 71 when improved by
state funding sources, would be designated as an Expressway-type
facility with full access control. This limitation of access was
determined necessary to enhance the highway primary future
function of ©providing mobility. This policy impacted the
decision to recommend full access control for the proposed
highway in Missouri.

The recommended highway route would directly serve the
Metropolitan Statistical Areas of Kansas City and Joplin and by
interfacing with 1Interstate 44, the cities of St. Louis and

Springfield, Missouri. Five military installations, three



national guard camps and significant manufacturing plants would
be served by the proposed Freeway alignment. These traffic
generators will produce a mixture of traffic ranging from
passenger cars to tractor trailor trucks. Unless interstate-type
design features are applied to the proposed highway, extreme
traffic congestion will occur from the Iimproper mixing of
vehicles of different sizes and welghts. The projected 2010
average daily traffic for the proposed highway is over 23,400
(weighted) vehicles.

' For Missouri, the position that the proposed highway should
be fully access controlled is consistent with prior policy
declislons, 1in alignment with forecasted travel demands and
existing high percent of freeway type mileage, and AASHTO design

recommendations for high type arterial highways.

ARKANSAS:

The Arkansas part of the total proposed highway mileage |is
267.6 miles consisting of seven sections as defined below. The
proposed route parallels U.S. 71, a Principal Arterial, on

existing and new location.

Section Breakpolint Numbers 03-04, 04-05 and 05-06

This sSegment is 77.9 miles in length and would serve the
urbanized region of Fayetteville/Springdale, one of the fastest
growing employment centers in the state, and traverse over 48

miles of rural area. Traffic volumes on the proposed highway are



expected to exceed 40,000 (weighted) vpd in the urbanized area
and 15,670 (weighted) ADT in the rural sections. A significant
part of the rural projected traffic volume is through traffic of
which 24 percent would be truck traffic. In the rural
mountainous sections truck traffic now affects normal traffic
flow and motorists' safety by reducing overall travelling speeds
and sight distance for faster vehicles trying to pass. For
example, there exists a 17 mile rural section through a mountain
ridge where sixteen fatalities have occ?rred within the past
three years. Motorist safety would be improved by the placement
of a freeway-type facility in the rural sections as determined by
studies reported by AASHTQO. Interstate-type freeway facilities
accidents, injury and fatality rates are between 30 and 76
percent of comparable rates of conventional highways.

The need and justification for full access control of the
proposed multi-state highway 1s also demonstrated by planned
highway improvements for the region, potentially latent higher
construction costs and possible legal problems.

As authorized by the Arkansas Highway Commission, a freeway
type facility with full access control is under construction from
I-40 near Alma north to -Fayetteville, a distance of approximately
50 miles. This commitment signifies the need that the proposed
Freeway should be a high type fully access controlled facility.

Resegrch by the Legal Division of the Arkansas Highway and
Transportation Department revealed that if full access control is

not provided for initially, commercial and other development will



occur haphazardly. This situation often leads to higher costs
and legal cases when full control of access is imposed. Arkansas
Statutes entitles aftfected landowners for compensation for the
loss of access, which has historically proven to be extremely

costly.

Section Breakpoint Number 06~07

This 16.8 mile part of the proposed route is currently fully
access controlled consisting of segments of I-40 and I-540. The
present weighted average dally traffic is 20,110 vehicles and is

projected to reach 39,700 (weighted) vpd by the year 2010.

section Breakpoipnt Numbers 07-08, 08-09 and 10-12

This portion of the alignment is on new 1location and
traverses National Forest land, mountainous terrain and sparsely
developed rural areas. The total length of these sections is
172.9 miles of which approximately 30 miles are through the
National Forest. This area will require special highway design
consideration. Vast amounts of natural resources and
recreational sites are located along the corridor. The rough
terrain aggravates traffic flow on the existing two-lane highways
due to steep inclines and 90-degree turns.

The necesslty for full access control is manifested by poor
travelling speeds through the mountain regions, the presence of
environmental sensitivity areas which lend themselves to total

access control, and legal considerations for highways to be built



on new location.

The proposed freeway-type facility through this segment of
the corridor 1is intended to serve mainly through traffic at
relatively high speeds. This objective can only be achieved by
full control of access which gives preference to through traffic.
The proposed hlghway would be immensely dangerous if entering
traffic was not controlled. At-grade intersections would cause
points of conflicts and encourage unorthodox maneuvers such as U-
turns. The projected weighted ADT by the year 2010 is 13,900
vehicles.

Research has shown that freeway type facilities will
decrease travel times, fuel consumption and pollution emissions.
According to AASHTO design standards, a highway like the proposed
multi-state freeway can and should be located and designed to
complement its environment and serve as a catalyst to
environmental improvement. Through full access control, the
proposed highway will provide the necessary protection entitled
to the National Forests, game management areas and other
environmental sensitivity areas.

The primary cost/legal consideration in planning for the
proposed highway in this region, which will be built on new
location, is to eliminate future costs of upgrading from partial
access control to fully controlled access. Under Arkansas
Statutes, if a fully controlled access highway is placed where no
such road existed before, abutting landowners cannot recover

damages by reason of lack of access to the road, because no such



right existed before its construction.

In Arkansas, highway capacity analysis, anticipated future
traffic needs, corridor development plans and standard planning
practices was applied to AASHTO design standards resulting in the
recommendation that the multi-state highway through the state
would be four lanes with full access control. The necessity for
full access contrel was demonstrated by the need to avoid
potentially latent construction costs and possible legal
problems, the obligation to preserve environmental sensitivity
areas and the exigency of providing for improved motorists'

safety.

TEXAS :
Section Breakpoint Number 09-10

Thls segment is 16.2 miles consisting of the Texas' portion
of the proposed route which is primarily within the Texarkana
urbanized area. Over twelve miles are on new location and 4.0
miles on existing alignment of U.S. 59, a four-lane divided £full
access control facility with frontage roads. This route
alignment would provide the link with east-west I-30 and the
principal commercial areas of Dallas and Houston, Texas. Several
military defense plants are located in the area of the «corridor
and would benefit from the proposed freeway facility through a
reduction in response time. The projected traffic volume |is
42,230 (weighted) vehicles per day by the year 2010, 28,500 ADT

in the rural area and 61,200 ADT in the wurban area. This



forecasted traffic prompted the recommendation that full access
control should be employed to ensure that the proposed highway
will accommodate the expected traffic requirements and to
encourage consistency and wuniformity in planned highway
improvements. Plans are now being developed for the construction
of an 1interstate-type facility with full access control, from

U.5. Highway 59 to South State Line, a distane of 6.3 miles.

LOUISIANA:
Section Breakpoint Numbegrs 12-13

This segment of the alignment is 34.2 miles of new location
beginning at the Arkansas-Louisiana State Line south to I-220 at
Shreveport. The proposed highway would connect with I-49 at this
locale and become the final link in providing the continuocus
route from Canada and the central states to the Gulf of Mexico.
Traffic volumes of near 18,600 {weighted) vehicles per day 1is
predicted by the year 2010, 14,500 ADT rural and 47,900 ADT
urban.

Full access control of the proposed highway is needed to
ensure continuity of design and suitable ¢traffic circulation
between existing I-49 and the proposed highway at Shreveport. 1In
the rural area, £full c¢ontrol of access is necessary for
protecting vehicles from entering the roadway £from abutting
roadside development which causes hiéher accident rates. In
Louisiana, controlled access highways in rural areas exhibit much

lower accident rates than partial access controlled facilities.
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI TO SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
HIGHWAY FEASIBILITY STUDY

HIGHWAY ROUTE STUDY - SECTION 166 OF
THE FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1987

Overview:

The proposed freeway-type facility would traverse the states
of Missouri, Arkansas, Texas and Louisiana starting at the
junction of I-435 In Kansas City, Missouri and terminating at 1I-
220 in Shreveport, Loulisiana. The route would provide a
continuous highway from Canada and the mid-western states to New
Orleans and other Gulf of Mexico ports.

The facility would complement existing east-west Interstates
and other modes of transportation such as rail and waterways,
improve access between rural areas and employment centers and
open up new market areas for raw and processed products. It
would also attract new commercial and industrial activities to
the 1region and 1increase tourism by improving access to the
numerous recreational sites within the four state area. The
facility would greatly enhance motorists' safety which is a major
issue along the existing north-south routes. Several major
military installations and defense facilities would benefit from
improved access provided by the proposed facility. The
Department of Defense supports the improvement of the Kansas City
to Lake Charles highway corridor because it is included 1in the
Strategic Highway Corridor Network.

The following tables provide route section data per state.



A summary of the improvement standards, costs and impact of the

proposed highway for each state is also included.
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MISSQURI STUDY SYNOPSIS

The Missouri segment of the proposed route is 185.2 miles in
length. WNearly 75% of this mileage is presently a dual lane
divided facility of which nearly 44 percent is constructed to
Interstate Standards. Average daily traffic on this segment is
currently 11,270 with volumes over 90,000 recorded in Kansas City.
Truck travel is heavy and constitutes 19 percent of the traffic
at the Missouri-Arkansas line.

It 1is expected that traffic will more than double by the
year 2010. Additional lanes will be needed on 27 miles of the
facility from I-435 to Route 7. The 47.7 mile segment from I-44
to Arkansas will need to be upgraded from a two-lane facility to
a dual divided facility and will probably need to be constructed
on new location.

Missouri has plans to upgrade a portion of the segment south
of 1I-44 by the Year 2000, Howgver,Jit is not antiéipated to be
constructed to Interstate Standards and may not fitiinto a futuré
Interstate concept. Hearings are presently being conducted. A
decision on the proposed Freeway Route is needed to facilitate
this process.

The proposed route 1is physically feasible. Terrain in
Missourl ranges from rolling to rugged and is well suited for
road construction. Most of the corridor is rural in nature and

there are no obvious environmental or social concerns.



Route Improvement Standards, Costs and Impacts:

Work currently planned by the Year 2000 consists of
providing additional capacity from 1I-435 to Richards-Gebaur,
reconstruction of two sections of sSubstandard roadbed near
Carthaqge, and the construction of a dual lane facility from I-44
to Route 59. The total cost of this work, in present dollars, is
estimated to be $111 million. The dual portlion south of I-44 is
not planned to be constructed to Interstate Standards and
probably will not follow alignment that would be used for the
proposed route.

Work required to upgrade the present facllity to freeway
standards, by 2010, and accommdate travel at an acceptable level
of service, will regquire additional lanes from I-435 to Route 7,
conversion of 61.5 miles of limited access control to full access
control on intermittent segments between Route 7 and 1I-44, and
construction of a new facility on probable new alignment from I-
44 to Arkansas. The estimated cost in today's dollars is $324
million. With Missouri's Highway Funds already earmarked for the
next 15 years, the success of this proposal will hinge on the
ability to secure interstate gap type funding.

In Missouri, the travel distance between Kansas City and
Arkansas would be reduced by nearly five miles. This reduction
in mileage and the increased speed limit on rural portions of
Interstate Routes would result in travel time savings of 34

minutes per vehicle trip between the above two mentioned points.



There would also be additional savings resulting from the
replacement of 43.7 miles of existing two lane facility with a
dual divided roadway that would eliminate problems related to
passing opportunity.

Safety would also be enhanced. There are presently 14
fatalities and 460 injuries occurring annually on the existing
facility. 1If the proposed freeway facility were in place today,
it would reduce fatalities by an estimated 29 percent and

injuries by 37 percent.

ARKANSAS STUDY SYNOPSIS

The Arkansas portion of the proposed freeway-type facility
consists of two alternate routes, 01 and 0lA. Their alignments
are Jidentical except 1in the vicinity of Texarkana where one
alternative 1loops to the west of the city and the other to the
east. The corrlidor comprises a nine county area that |is
predominantly «rural. There are three urbanized areas and a
number of communities that are economlcally and socially tied to
agricultural and foresty operations.

Existing highways within the corridor are to a large degree
inadequate two-lane faclilities with high traffic volumes.
Motorists safety is a major issue. Along the closest wunderlying
route to the proposed highway (on a yearly basis) six traffic
accidents occur per average mile resulting in 3.2 injuries per
mile and one death every 4.7 miles. State funds are insufficient

to improve this route to appropriate standards under present



levels of funding and any improvement less than that proposed
would not properly serve the area.

No major environmental or social obstructions are apparent
along the corridor except public water supplies of several small
urban areas are to be avoided. During construction, caution will
be exercised 1in the vicinity of national parks and forests,

military reserves and game management areas.

Route Improvement Standards, Costs and Impact:

Two estimates of route improvement costs were prepared. The
first estimate 1is the costs associated with developing an
freeway-type facillity to AASHTO design standards and the second
estimate reflects what the state will be able to accomplish

without supplementary fundings.

AASHTOQ Standards Estimate

The estimates developed in Arkansas for each section were
based on AASHTC design standards for constructing a £fully-
controlled access freeway facility.

The total estimated cost to design, purchase right-of-way
and construct Alternative 01 is approximately $1.093 billion. The
estimated cost of Alternative 0lA is $1.22§ billion.

Estimated roadway costs were derived by using the latest
available unit cost of construction based on actual contracts
awarded. Using this information, 52.5 million per mile was
estimated for the construction of a four-lane facility on new

location in non-mountainous sections while $4.5 million per mile



was used for mountainous areas. Added to this were structures
and interchanges. Right-of-way costs were estimated at $200,000
per mile in non-mocuntainous secticns and $400,000 per mile in the
mountainous sections.

Because plans are being developed for the construction of an
interstate-type facility from Interstate 40 north to near the
Missouri 1line, estimates for these sections had previously been
prepared and used in this report.

In consultation with the Department's Roadway Design
Division, the locations of interchanges were generally placed
where the new route alignment crosses a state highway or
population center. A cost of $1.4 million was wused for the
construction of a diamond interchange and $8.3 million for a
fully-directional Interchange. Grade separations were placed
where access to local landowners was limited by the new alignment
or where it crossed major features such as county roads or
rallroads.

Major structures were placed on the new route by identifying
exlsting structures 50 feet or over in length on existing Highway
71. A unit cost of $80 per square foot was used 1in estimating
brldge and approaches cost.

The impact of developing this route to freeway standards on
the region's existing transportation service, economic and 1land
use development and environmental character will be positive.
All existing transportation modes will benefit by improved access

resulting in increased useage. The more densely populated areas



will receive economic benefits soon after the project is
initiated by money channelling into the local economies and by
the expansion and relocation of business and industries adjacent
to the facility. Since the proposed route transcends a sparsely
developed area, air and noise pollution should not be a serious

problem,

Yeaxr 2000 Plan Estimate

The second estimate reflects the bes@ evaluation of progress
both physically and financially expected on the nearest
underlying routes by the Year 2000. This amount, $247 million,
is not sufficient to construct the type of facility needed in the
corridor. Anticipated Federal funding for accomplishing these
improvements 1s structured around the assumption that trends of
recent years in the traditional Federal-Aid Highway Program will
continue. If any diversion of highway trust fund revenues for
non-highway purposes should occur, the proposed improvement

program will have to be re-evaluated and the program revised.

TEXAS STUDY SYNOPSIS

The Texas corridor comprises eighteen counties that are a
mixture of small urbanized and rural areas. There are three
urbanized areas and numerous small urban and rural communities
that are economically and socially tied to forestry, mineral
production, defense plants, and manufacturing operations.

Existing highways within the corridor are predominately two-



million per mile was used for wurban sections with one-way
frontage roads. Added to this cost were structures,
interchanges, grade separations, and preliminary engineering.

Right-of-way costs were estimated at $200,000 per mile in
rural 1locations and various costs in the urban areas, depending
on the location.

Because work 1is being developed for construction of an
interstate-type facility from U.S. Highway 59 to South State Line
on proposed Loop 151, estimates for this section had previously
been prepared and were used in this report.

Locations of interchanges had already been established on
the Loop 151 portion of the project. Other locations were chosen
where the new route alignment crossed an existing state highway.
A cost of $1.4 million was used for the construction of a diamond
interchange, and $20.0 million was estimated to redesign the
existing ¢trumpet interchange at Interstate Highway 30 with an
interstate-to-interstate direct connecting interchange. Grade
separations were placed where the new alignment crossed major
features such as county roads or railroads. The unit cost of
construction of these grade separations were from $.7 million to
$§.8 million each. The cost of structures was estimated at $35
per square foot.

The impact of developing this route to freeway standards on
the region's existing transportation modes, economic and land use
development, effect on unemployment rates of the region, added

mobility for the three major defense plants in northeast Texas,



lane facilities. Motorist safety is a major issue along the
closest wunderlying zroute (U.S. Highway 59) to the proposed
freeway facility near Texarkana. A yearly averaqe of 40.1
accidents occurs per mile, resulting in 7.1 injuries per mile and
one death every 3.3 miles on this parallel route in Texarkana.
There are no apparent major environmental oz social
obstructions along the corridor except public water supplies of
several urban areas which will be avolided. Caution will be
exercised 1In the vicinity of cultural and historic facillities,
military reserves, parks, and game management areas to maintain

their proper functions.

Route Improvement Standards, Costs and Impact:

Estimates developed in Texas for the proposed north-south
highway are based on Texas State Department of Highways and
Public Transportation design standards £for constructing a
fully-controlled access freeway facility.

The total estimated cost to design, purchase right-of-way,
and construct this project through the Texas corridor is
approximately $84 million. This average cost per mile through
Texas is approximately $5.2 million. There were no alternate
routes considered in Texas.

Estimated roadway costs were derlved by using the latest
available wunit cost of construction based on actual awarded
contracts. Using this information, $2.5 million per mile was
estimated for the construction of a fcur-lane rural facility on

new location without continuous frontage 1roads, while §4.5



and environmental character will be positive. All existing
transportation modes - air, pipelines, rail, and highways - will
benefit by improved access and reduced travel time. The proposed
facility will help 1local economies and encourage existing
businesses and industries to expand their markets. Air and noise
pollution should not be a serious problem in this region of the

state.

Year 2000 Plap Estimate:

The second estimate reflects the best evaluation of what |is
to be constructed on the nearest underlying routes (U.S5. Highway
59, Loop 151, and Interstate Highway 30) by the Year 2000.
Anticipated federal funding for accomplishing these improvements
is based on the assumption that trends of recent years 1in the
Federal-Aid Highway Programs and state programs will continue.
If any diversion of federal highway trust funds or state highway
funds for non-highway purposes should occur, the proposed
improvement proqram will have to be re-evaluated and the program

revised.

LOUISIANA STUDY SYNOPSIS

Loulsiana's portion of the proposed freeway route linking
Shreveport and Kansas City occupies the corridor paralleling U.S.
71 in Caddo Parish. This 34.2 mile segment extends from ther
junction of I-220 north to the Arkansas State Line and traverses

an area that is predominately rural except for some 4.2 miles in



the urbanized area of Shreveport.

In Louisiana, the route will connect with routes I-20 and I-
220 and will serve as an extension of I-49 south of Shreveport.
This Interstate Highway was added to the original Interstate
System as a substitute for [-410 in the New Crleans area. Upon
completion in 1990, it will connect I-20 in Shreveport with I-10
some 207 miles to the south of Lafayette, Louisiana.

Overall movement of people and goods within the corridor
will be greatly improved by the proposed highway with
considerable benefits to motorists safety. In Louisiana,
controlled access Interstates in rural areas exhibit much lower
accldent rates than rural two-lane highways. Accident data for
the calendar year 1986 reveals rates of 1.39 and 0.44 accidents
per million vehicle miles for U.S. 71 and rural Interstates in
Louisiana, respectively.

There are no major environmental concerns ln the Louisiana
corridor. Efforts will be made to mitigate impacts in the areas
affected, especially 1in the city of Shreveport where several

relocations and displacements will be required.

Route Improvement S8tandards, Cost and Impact:

Estimates developed for the proposed north-south multi-state
highway route in Louisiana are based on actual costs to design,
purchase right-of-way and construct similar sections of [-439 now
under construction. The total estimated cost for the Louisiana

segment is $200 million. This estimate was derived from costs to



construct rural four-lane sections of freeway type highways at
$§2.3 million per mile and rural diamond interchanges at §3.5
million each. Other estimates were developed from actual costs
to construct similar highway segments in the Shreveport area.

As stated previously, constructing this route to full

access-control freeway standards will positively impact
transportation service and economic development. Existing
transportation modes - air, rail, waterways and highways will

benefit from Improved access, safety and reduced travel time.
Environmental impacts will be minimal as will air and noise
pellution.

The State of Louisiana does not have plans to upgrade any of
existing U.S. 71 in the foreseeable future and any approval ¢to
proceed with construction of a controlled access highway would

entirely depend upon supplementary funding.
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STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS SUPPORT LETTERS



Bepartment of Transportation and Levelopment

P.0.BOX 94245
Robert G. Graves BATON RCUGE, LA, 70804-9245 Edwin W. Edwards

Secretary Gaovernor

{504) 379-1200

October 29, 1987

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURLI TO SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
INTERSTATE HIGHWAY

Mr. Ray Barnhardt, Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
Room 4218 - HOA-1

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Barnhardc:

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development wishes to
go on record as supporting the above referenced project. We urge adop-
tion of the recommendations contained in the study report prepared in
response to Section 166 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of L987 and in
particular, the immediate designation and funding of cthis route as an
interstate highway.

The benefits of such a project to the Shreveport-Caddo Parish area and
the State in general are innumerable. It would greatly enhance the
economic growth potential of the area and provide a needed freeway link
between Interstates 20, 220 and 49 in Shreveport with the State of
Arkansas and points north. With the completion of 1-49, a north-south
interstate highway would connect the north central region of our Countcry
with the gulf south and beyond.

Through copies of this correspondence, we are urging members of our
Congressional Delegation to work with your Agency and other members of
the United States Congress to appropriate the needed funds to enable
the project to proceed at an early date. We are furcher requesting
Governor Edwin Edwards and Governor Elect Buddy Roemer to add their
support to this much needed pro ject.
Wich kindest regards, T remain

rely,
ROBERT G. GRAVES
LAG/lep

cc: On next page




Mr. Ray Barnharde
October 29, 1987
Page 2...

ce: Governor Edwin W. Edwards
Governor Elect Buddy Roemer
Louisiana Congressional Delegation
Mr. Henry C. Gray - Arkansas
Mr. Wayne Muri - Missouri
Mr. R. E. Stotzer, Jr. - Texas
Mr. J. N. McDonald
Mr. Roy Mitchell
Mr. Charles M. Higgins
Mr. Lacey A. Glascock
Mr. J. L. Wax
Mr. Henry Barousse



COMMISSION STATE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS ENGINEER-ORECTOR

ROBERT H. DEDMAN, CHAIRMAN AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION R. E STOTZER. M.
JOHN R, BUTLER, JA. DEWITT C. GREXR STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. T
RAY STOKER, JR. — 1ITH & BRADON

AUSTIN, TEXAS W91-248)

November 16, 1987

N REPLY REFER TO
MLY
The Honorable James H. Burnley, IV
Deputy Secretary
Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr, Burnley:

In response to Section 166 of the 1987 Federal-Aid Highway Act, the states of
- Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana are jointly preparing a study to demon-

strate the feasibility of constructing an Interstate Highway from Kansas City,
Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana.

The Texas Department of Highways and Public Transportation fully supports this
project, and requests that this route be designated and funded as an Interstate
Highway. Although only a small portion of this proposed highway will be in Texas,
Tooping just west of Texarkana, it will greatly benefit this northeast Texas
region. It will enhance the economic growth potential of the area, and improve
travel time and- traffic safety. The highway will also improve tourism, 'as there
are numerous recreational facilities in the surrounding area.

The route through Texas provides another important benefit: the major defense
plants in the study corridor are located near Texarkana, Texas. The Lone Star
Ammunition Plant is a manufacturer of explosives. The Red River Army Depot repairs
equipment, such as the Bradley troop transport and Hawk Missiles, and supplies
equipment to the Army. The Longhorn Army Ammunitions Plant produces solid rocket
fuel, flares, button bombs, and ammunition rounds.

Through other correspondence, we are urging members of our Congressional delegation
to work with your Department and other members of the United States Congress to
appropriate the needed funds to enable the project to proceed at an early date.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Simcerely,

R. 'E. Stotéf, Jr.

Engineer-Director

¢c: The Honorable Wiiliam P. Cliements, Jr.
Mr. Robert H. Dedman
Mr. John R. Butier, Jr.
Mr. Ray Stoker, Jr.
Mr. Ray Barnhart, FHWA

CuS/cus




ARKANSAS StaTE HicHWAY COMMISSION

8088Y HOPPER, Cruman MAURICE SMITH
PANGOALS

RAYMOND PRITCHETT, Vicx Cunuane FRNTE A TROMRRACHTATCN
[T TUV §
RON HARROD DAN FLOWERS
rarpesTy ASNNTapeT DOICTCR OF
RODNEY E. SLATER PNAYS Jas> TRAIPCITTATIEN
ONEBONO P.0. BOX 2261
L.W. “BILL CLARK LrTLE Rock, ARKANSAS 72203 CHARLES VENABLE
it (501) 569-2000 o omam -

February 26, 1988

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

Pursuant to Section 166 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1987,

the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department in
cooperation with the state highway agencies of Missouri, Texas

and Louisiana, prepared a report on the feasibility of constructing
a freeway facility from Kansas Citv, Missouri to Shreveport,
Louisiana. Our Department strongly supports this highway project.
The proposed facility would greatly improve traffic flow and

safety which is a major issue within the study area.

If we may provide any additional information on this project,
please contact me. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Maurice Smith
Director of Highways
and Transportation

MS:CM: tw

cc: Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Tommy Robinson
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Anthony



GOVERNORS AND LT. GOVERNORS SUPPORT LETTERS



State of Foutstans

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

T, e
AITYTT ? I 3
] el Box 94004«
Q8T Urmcg gon
ED""";':;E"’:""’ 70804-9004 Qe 242-7018
L]

November 13, 1987

Mr. Ray Barnhardt
Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Room 4218, HOA-|

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Barnhardt:

I wish to express my full support for approval of the Kansas City, Missouri to
Shreveport, Louisiana Interstate Highway project. [ am advised by our Secretary of
Transportation and Development, Mr. Robert G. Graves, that a recent feasibility
study by the state highway agencies of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri and Texas and
the Federal Highway Administration indicates that the route is highly needed and
recommends that it be designated and funded as an interstate highway.

Construction of a north-south freeway from the City of Shreveport north to Kansas
City, Missouri will greatly benefit transportation needs in this area of our state and
country and serve to stimulate the economic well-being of our citizens which is so
badly needed at this time. [t will further provide a basis for improved commerce
between the rich agricultural, industrial and shipping interests of our States.

We trust that you are fully aware of our transportation needs and will work with
the United States Congress in the forthcoming approval of this route. Please let us

know of any action on our part that may assist in the early approval and funding of
this most needed project.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

DWIN W,
stm

c:  Louisiana Congressional Delegation
Governor Bill Clinton
Governor John Ashcrost
Governor William P, Clements
Mr. J. N. McDonald
Mr. Robert G. Graves




-STATE OF ARKANSAS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Bill Clinton
State Cupuol
Lictle Rock 72201

(Governar

November &4, 1987

Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20590

To the Secretary: .

I am writing to solicit your support for the construction of an
Interstate Highway from Kansas Cicy, Missourl to Shreveport,
Louisiana.

The states of Arkansas, Misgouri, Texas and Louisiana have
jointly worked on this project that would provide a critical
link in the Interstate Highway System through the central
portion of the United States. This route would greatly aid
north-south travel with resulcing benefits for economic
development, shipping and tourism. Presencly there is a 500
mile gap in the link from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico ports
which would be remedied by this proposal.

I urge your assigtance in our efforts to see this proposal
become a realicty. If you need more information or any further
assistance from this office, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,
o

[f\yﬂ/i:zif4dbhk472%{d\\‘h_

Bill Clincon

BC/cts/vm



ExXECcuTIivE OFFICE
STATE QF MISSQURI

JOMN ASHCROFT
GOVEANO®

Novembaer 30, 1387

Mr. R. A. Barnhart

tederal nlghway Administrator
Le“:r‘:men.. af .u.aﬁaDul".dL_.Ou
400 7th Street, S.U.
Washingten, D.C. 203590

Dear Mr. Barnhart:

The 1987 Surface Transportaticn Act required that a feasibility study be made
for an interstate route from Kansas City, Missour: to Shreveport, Louisiana.
The proposed route would close a Z0C mile gap between north-south interstate
highways in centrzal United Starss. In Misscuri, +his route would incorpcrzte
scme sections of Roure 71 and parallel Route 71 in other areas. This study is
in its final stages of completion and will snow the rroposed route to be c:I
considerable benefit in all the affecred states. T—he study will be complered
and in your office in the very near future.

I want to lend my stronz perscnal suppor:t for the establishment of this
interstate route as it will mean that western Missouri could realize a
substantial increase in ecoronlc development by providing a good shippinrg
route to the gulf pcrts.,

I have advised Misscuri's congressional delegation that this proposal will be
presented to Congress tefore April 1, 1988 and have urged them to give this
propcsal their support.

Sincerely

n_ajdr‘*

GOVERNOGR

ce: Secretary of Transportation

P.O. Box 720 JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102



STATE OF LOUISIANA
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

-
—y

RoBErT L."BoRSY FREEMAN
LICUTENANT JOYERNGR
AMD
CommissiontR
CEPARTMEINT oF CULTURE,
RECRLATION ANO TOURISM

2 C HQX aapas
BATOM ROLGE, .OLISIaNA
{824 342-72C9

November 12, 1987

Mr. Ray Barnhardt, Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
Room 4218-HOA-1

Washington, D. C. 20590

RE: Kansas City, Missouri to
Shreveport, Louisiana
Interstate Highwav

Dear Mr, Barnhardt:

As the elected official responsible for pursuing industrial and tourism development
in Louisiana, this is to express my support for an interstate type highwav connecting
Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana. The recent feasibility study by the
State Highway Agencies of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri and Texas and the Federal
Highwav Administration indicates that the route is highlv needed and recommends
that it be designated and funded as an interstate highway. [ urge your support in
this matter,

Construction of a north-south freeway from the City of Shreveport north to Kansas
City, Missouri will be responsive to transportation needs in this area of our State and
Country and serve to stimulate economic activity which is badly needed at this time.
It will also provide for improved commerce between the rich agricultural, industrial
and shipping interests of our States.

I know that you stay abreast of our transportation needs and will work with the United
States Congress for approval of this route. Please let me know of any action on our
part that may assist in the early approval and funding of this most needed project.

Sincersly,

‘ROBERT L. Y" FREEMAN
Lieutenant Governor

RLF:as

Tcaga




UNITED STATES SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES SUPPORT LETTERS



)
- . M . . I3 Canmon House Osmice BuLOING
- BiLL ALEXANDER, M.C. , Waswincron. OC 20535
ARKANSAS {202) 22%-4078

GarmnGs BuiDwms. Aoom 211-A
615 South Maim
Jomtssoro. AR 72401
(301) 972-4800

Congress of the Enited States Prop: Sunoc, now 202

(301) 698-1761

COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS

S¥. Fasaxtys County CounTRouse. Roaw 3
1987 Foangst CiTY, AN 72335
1301) 833.8126

December 18,

ACTION

The Honorable James Burnley, IV . T iusiGhed o
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation A
Washington, D.C. 20590 E CLNTROL NQ.

|71:21-010
Dear Mr. Secretary: .

The enclosed correspondence for the Chairman of the Arkansas
Industrial Development Commission calls attention to the
continuing need for a major north-south interstate highway from
Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana.

This highway would pass through a region, including sections of
my home state of Arkansas, which urgently require a major
transportation artery to facilitate economic development. I want
you to know of my support for such a project. Additionally, it
would be appreciated if you could provide me with your thoughts
on this proposal. I look forward with interest to receiving your
reply.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

BILL ALE DER

Member of Congress

BA/g)
Enclosure
FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS
ARKANSAS CLAY CLEBURNE CRAIGHEAD CRITTENDEN CROSS FULTON GREENE INDEPENOENCE 1ZARD JACXSDON LAWRENCE

LEE MISSISSIPRI MONROQE PHILUPS POINSETT * PRAIAIE RANDOLPH SHARP ST. FRANCIS STONE VAN BUREN WOQOORUFF



‘ALAN WHEAT 1204 LONGWORTH BUILDING
’ WASHINGTON. DC 20515-250%
STH DISTRICT. MISSOURT l2021 2725-4535

&ongress of the Mnited States

KANSAS CITY. MO §4106-1997
COMMITTEE ON a2 agas

RULES TRouse of Representatioes ro1 wesT LENGTON. 2221
SELECT COMMITTEE ON . INDEPENDENCE. MO 64080-3724
CHILOREN. OUTH. ashington, DE 20515-2505 333488

December 23, 1987

Mr. Ray A. Barnhart
Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
400 Seventh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20590,

Dear Mr. Barnhart:

As you know, the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) is currently
undertaking a study on the feasibility of a proposed interstate route
between Kansas City and Shreveport, Louisiana. Pursuant to the provisions
of the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987
(Public Law 100-17), this study will evaluate the projected cost and
potential benefits of such a highway and is expected to be submitted to
Congress by the Secretary of Transportation on or before March 17, 1988.

Recently I was contacted by the Governor of Missouri, the Chief Engineer of
the Missouri Highway and Transportation Commission, and the Executive Direc-
tor of the Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) regarding this proposal.
Because of the impact of such a project on this region and the interest of
the State of Missouri and MARC in such developments, their input could
provide useful insights for the planning and implementation of such a
project. I hope that they would both be provided with opportunities to
include their views during any further consideration of this proposal. [

would also appreciate five copies of the conclusions of this study when they
are available.

Thank you for your assistance and for your consideration of the views of
these interested parties in this matter. Please don't hesitate to contact
me if I may be of assistance to you in the future.

Sincerel
’\:/) —




JiM CHAPMAN st
FIRST DISTRICT PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION

TEXASE SCIENCE. S5PACE, AND TECHNOLOGY

can canmon voous omcx suuaea L OMGTESS Of the Enited States
Wouge of Repregentatibes

Toospwone: (202) 228-3036
Washington, BE 20515-4301
Pebruary 29, 1988

Mr. James B.u’nll.'y, Iv

Secretary of Tranportation
t of Tranportation

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washingten, D. C. 20590
Dear Secretary Burnley:

I wish to express my full support for approval of the Kansas City,
Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana Interstate Highway project. I have had an
opportunity to examine the preliminary feasibility study prepared by the
states of Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana and Texas., I feel that this
project, as described in the feasibility study, is deserving of
construction.

I fully support this project and request that this route be designated
and funded as an Interstate Higiway. Although two altermatives are pending,
I am confident that the Department of Transportation will recognize the
critical value of ensuring the proposed higihwmy be as efficient and
convenient to Texas tranasportation needs as possible, and will include, as
recommended in the study, a portion of East Texas in the route. Although
mlyamllpurtimofthisptcpmedmtewulhemm,lmmgjust
west of Texarkana, it will greatly benefit this northeast Texas region. It

will enhance economic growth potential for the area and improve travel time
qlﬂtrafficsafety.

As a member of the House Comittee on Public Works and Transportation,
I recognize the need for a higlsay of this nature. This project is badly
needed to complete the national interstate system and I urge you to consider
the positive impact it would have on this region so badly in need of just
such a boost.




STATE LEGISLATOR AND MAYORS SUPPORT LETTERS



T. MARK ELLIOTT
th District State Representative
P.O. Box 567
Carthage, Missouri 64836
(417) 358-4645

Room 103B-B — State Cagitol
House Past Office
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
{314) 751-5458

MISSOURI
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JEFFERSON CITY 65101

November 23, 1987

James Burley, IV

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th. St. S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burley:

I am sending this letter to seek your help in efforts to obtain interstate
highway status for what is now U, S. 71 Highway.

We here in southwest Missouri feel it is vital that our area work toward
continuing the growth we are experiencing now and growth we will experience
well into the next century, Interstate status for U. S. 71 is an important
ingredient in this picture,

It is also important to know that in this effort the possibility of linking a
system that starts at the Canadian border in the north and ends at the Gulf of
Mexico in the south will streamline our transportation system and create an
environment in the very center of "our country that would be one which would
encourage commerce, tourism, and all of the other things that revolve around a
good transportation system. '

I understand that our southern neighbor, Arkansas, is well advanced in the
construction of its part of U. S. 71, and hopefully, we will soon be there
thanks to your efforts.

To close, I would just thank you for your efforts that you give us for our
country, I lend my efforts to you if there is anything that I might do.

My very best,

C N2 il

T. Mark Elliott
State Representative
District 126

T™E/tdr

c.c. Tracey Osborne
Carthage Chamber of Commerce
128 E. Third St.
Carthage, MO 64836



Butler, the jirst commuruty west of St. Louts te install electric lights

City of Butler, Missouri

A Municipally Owned Light and Water System
101 North Lyon Street 64730-2199 (816) 679-1182

Joha Mills, Mayor iy - KCTION: .

T asigned ta

November 24, 1987 ? FLHUH fas

CONTHOL NG .

Secretary of Transportation
Washington, DC

Honorable Secretary of Transportaticon:

I am writing this letter in the interest of a Legislative Study of
Highway I-29 from the Canadian Border to Sweetwater, Louisiana.

I believe that a project of this kind would be a big help in the
economic impact by this proposed interstate going through the middle
of our country. It seems to me that along the interstate is where

a great many of the industries like to locate, which would be a

very good asset to this area.

We also know that Highway 71 has a high traffic count and upgrading
it would be very beneficial in a variety of ways to our particular
area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

R My Mo

John R. Mills
Mayor

mu



/ NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

PO BOW 745 — SPRINGOALE.. ARKANSAS 72764 — (501%—751--7125

ACTION .

LRI DT [

28011393012
Mr. James Burnley

U.S. Secretary of Transportation SIMS S-10

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Oear Secretary Burnley:

The states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri and Texas, under a
provision in the 1987 Federal Aid Highway Act, are cooperatively
working toward a program to complete an interstate type highway
from Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana. The comp-
letion of this approximately five hundred mile length of

highway improvements, will provide a vital interstate highway
connection through the heartland of the United States, linking
the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico or the Mexican border,

The Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission has worked
for eighteen years to improve highway access to western Arkansas
and we fully support this cooperative four state program. We
urge your full support of this effort and hope that you will
help expedite these vital highway improvements.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Chloadir I M s
aries N. McKinn;y

Mayor

Chairman
NW Arkansas Regional Planninc Commission

cc: Maurice Smith
Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David 'Pryor
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Tommy Robinson
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt

2

! 7"' ’
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OTHER SUPPORT LETTERS



SHEFFIELD NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT L AW

1610 TOWER BUILZING
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 Novermber 20, 1987

(501) 375.7500

Honorable Jim Burmnley, IV, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burnley:

I am Chairman of the Arkansas Industrial Development Commission. I've been
asked to address the need for a north-south interstate highway from Kansas City,
Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana.

We have no greater need in the State of Arkansas. If we are to keep a
significant number of industries that are currently in the state, and if we are
to have any hope of adding new industries in the future, it is imperative that we
have such a higtway.

It has been conclusively shown that access to a four-lane highway has beccame
the single most important issue in keeping and attracting industry. I have just
campleted a year of labor serving as Chairman of the Economic Expansion Study
Camission, which took an in-depth lock at what cur problems and opportunities are
in industrialization in Arkansas. The most commonly cited deficiency was a four-lane,
north~-south highway. We were told in very clear terms that we have to cure the
problem, or we are going to lose industry that located in cutlying towns before
transportation became the critical issue it is today.

In a poor state such as Arkansas, where the per capita incame ranks amonc the
lowest and where unemployment generally runs well above the national average,
we simply camnot afford to lose existing industry. Additionally, many of the areas
which are hurting the worst, with unemployment exceeding 20%, would be served by a
north~south highway, and would give us hope of securing industries for those areas,

With this in mind, I offer my total support to the concept, and encourage
you to put the considerable power of your office behind such a proposal. You would
render a great service to many people who are in dire need of assistance.
Thank you for any consideration you may give this request.
SmmIEIYr

;\¥££léjr2f\‘1&*5tx,—\ﬁh

Sheffidld Nelson

SN/bab

cc: Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Harmerschnudt
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative Tommy Robinson
Mr. Henry Gray



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND TOURLSM M One Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 M (501)371-7777

* Bull Clinton November 5, 1987
Guvemor

0 Jo Luck Wilson
Execuuve Director

State Parks. Recreauon &
Trrvel Commission

® ken Bowen
Charman James Burnley
-?_nncﬂurph\ Secretary of Transportation
e harman 400 7th Street, S.W.
® Steve Chyrche) Washington. D.C. 20590
» £d Falwell
® Jim Gaston Dear Secretary Burnley:
® karen Lackev
® Cone Ma . )
.“": z;w In these changing times, tourism 1s emerging as an even
'Ol‘:: "\'" i more important component of the Arkansas economy. If we're
. n Murrv |
-*“&J ‘ even to approach the travel industry's potential, a
“1D “Bud” Shamba comprehensive transportation system will be required. In
- il short, tourists demand good roads.
8 Ovid Switzer .
® R M "Mickev™” Twvford .
) Zx;‘“ in For this reason I'm very pleased to endorse a proposed

interstate highway along Arkansas's western border. This
alignment would eliminate a significant gap in a north-scuth

Division Directors: .
interstate route through the central portion of our country,

'ﬁgﬂiﬁim connecting the Kansas City area to Shreveport, Louisiana.

® Richard % Davies At the same time it would mzke an underutilized and

Parks underdeveloped tourist area easlly accessible to the traveling
 Jo¢ Rice public,

Tourism

* Judv Stough Therefore I am encouraging you to act favorably on the
Great River Road

proposal. This link would contribute significantly to improved

» John L F ) o X S
Joha L. Fermuson economic conditions along its entire 500-mile route.

History Commussion

» Weslev Creel
Museum Services Sincerely,
Jo Luck Wilson
¢¢?: Governor Bill Clinton
Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representaive Tommy Robinson
Henry Gray
FRECATT SGNDUE TR ONEY 2y ST ICLINY., Vit ) MY K oo AR it - vs AT S S I T I TR T A R e

An Equal Oppertenity/Affirmatve Action Emplover




November 19, 1987

Mr. Jim Burnley

Secretary of Transportation
400 7th Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposal to
construct a new north-gsouth link on the Interstate Highway System
through Western Arkansas which would eventually complete the
north-south corridor from the Gulf to Canada under the 1987
Federal~-aid Highway Act.

The implications for industrial development have always been
fairly obvious, but now that the Arkansas Interstate system has
been in place for several years, we have very sound evidence of
the importance of this highway transportation factor in the
location of industry. This importance is indicated in the list
of criteria provided by industrial prospects which, in many cases
include access (within 30 miles) of the interstate highway system.

Communities in Arkansas with 4-lane highway service have
attracted 2 1/2 times more manufacturing operations than those
without it. Those with 4-lane service have an average of 1,518
manufacturing jobs compared to only 579 in those towns without
the service. Those with 4-lane service have an average of 17.8
plants compared to 6.5 for those towns without the service.

The most obvious gap in this service in Arkansas is the lack of a
north~south corridor to serve those cities in the western part cf
the state. Shippers in that part of the state need much better
access to the Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, and Minneapolis
areas. This new link would also drastically improve the flow of
goods south to the Gulf Coast; a major factor for exporters in
Western Arkansas. Conversely, importers and firms purchasing raw
materials from the Gulf Coast area will also benefit from shorter
shipping times and lower costs. ’

In addition to benefits to the industrial sector, an interstate
link would have a major influence on tourism, agriculture,
retirement, and the timber industry. Many of those rural
Arkansas counties are incapable of attracting much in the way of

Arkansas Industrial Development Commission
One State Capitol Mall / Little Rock, Arkansas USA 72201
(501) 371-1121 / FAX 501-371-7691 / Telex 215866 AIDC UR

-



industry, but can improve their economies drastically in other
sectors with a better transportation network.

This agency and all other development interests in Arkansas

heartily endorse the proposal and will work with you in any
manner to get it approved and constructed.

Sincerely,

e

Dave Harrington
Executive Director

DH:rs : - .



J. B. HUNT TRANSPORT, INC.
P.O. BOX 130, LOWELL. ARKANSAS 72745
PHONE: 501-659-8800

November 5, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnlce, [V

U. S. Secrctary of Transportation
400 7th Strect, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dcar Mr. Burnlec:

It is my understanding that in response to the 1987 Federal Aid Highway Act, the
states of Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Louisiana arc jointly preparing a study to
demonstratc the fcasibility of constructing an Interstate Highway from Kansas City 10
Shreveport.

As you know, this route would include Western Arkansas and, particularly as far as
wc are conccrncd, Northwest Arkansas. Currently, we opcrate 2,433 tractors
throughout the United States. A good deal of that number regularly travel U. S. 71
bertween Lowel! and Alma and on many instances continuing cither north to Kansas
City or south to Texas and Louisiana points.

As you also know, "J. S, 7] is a dangcrous and overworked artery that is woefully
inadequate for the fastest growmg region in the state.

Duc to the growth in the nation’s mid-section and, particularly, in the region that
would be affected by a north-south interstate highwav and due to the unsafc and
inadequate cxisting highway, I urge you to promptly consider lending your support to
this cxtremely worthwhile project.

Sincerely,

Kl K |

erk Thompson
President and
Chiel Executive Officer

KT,/bg
cc: Senatoer Dale Bumpers
Scnator David Prvor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative deryl Anthony
Representative Tommy Robinson
Mr. Henry Gray, Arkansas State Highwayv Commission



- ARKANSAS BEST
CORPORATION
H L HEMBREE

CHAIRMAN OF THE 80QARD
ANO CHEF EXECUTIVE CFFICER

November 10, 1987

The Honorable Jim Burnley

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
400 7th Street, S5.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

It has recently come to my attention that the states of Missouri, Arkansas,
Louisiana and Texas are conducting a study on the possibility of
constructing an interstate highway from Kansas City, Missouri, to
Shreveport, Louisiana, in response to the 1987 Federal-Aild Bighway Act.

The proposed highway would fill a 500-mile gap that currently exists in the
northern and southern interstate system which would greatly benefit travel
in this area of the country for individuals, as well as industry.
Naturally, it would be of great economic development value for the entire
region since it would provide reliable surface transportation to areas
which are void of this service now.

Therefore, 1 personally support this proposed highway and urge you to
consider the positive impact it would have on our state and region.

Sincerpgly,

B. L. thbree
xtue/d

cc: Senator Dale Bumpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexander
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative Tommy Robinson

“ORPORATE CENTER P 0 BOX 4B / FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 72902 / {(501) ?B8%.6000



FIRST COMMERCIAL BANK x4

November 5, 1987

The Honorable James Burnley

Acting Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Critical Link North and South in the Interstate Highway System
from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico Ports via Kansas City, Missouri,
to Shreveport, Louisiana

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Study is underway, | am advised, under the 1987 Federal~-Aid Highway Act
for construction of the captioned critical link from Missouri through
Arkansas to Louisiana and Texas,

Dr. Robert Reich, of the John F, Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard, testified May 5, 1987, before the U.S. Senate Agriculture
Committee, about our so-called bi-coastal economy. The picture painted is
one of prosperity on either coasts and recession/depression in the
heartland of America. He suggests four remedies, the foremost of which is
an improved transportation system. He also observes that there is a
remarkable imbalance of Federal spending in the populations centers on
either coasts in support of an intra-inter city transit system as compared
to spending in middle America. | understand the ratio is 28 to 1 in favor
of megalopolis over the heartland of America.

| urge your favorable consideration of the captioned link as imperative if
middie America is to survive, much less do well.

Very truly yours,

3 .
(11,;@ IN Z:"r\-»/’

William H. Bowen
Chairman of the Board

WHB:ccb
d3a/g

cc: The Honorable David Pryor
The Honorable Dale Bumpers
The Honorable Beryl Anthony
The Honorable Tom Robinson
The Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt
The Honorable William V. Alexander
Mr, Henry Gray

CAPITOL AND BROADWAY LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501/371-7000



November 25, 1987

Secretary of Transportation
Department of Transportation
400 7th Street S. W.
Washington, D. C. 205390

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed are copies of correspondence we have directed to
Congressman Ike Skelton, Senator Christopher Bond and
Senator Jchn Danferth, in suppeort of upgrading U. S. Highway
71 to interstate status and further developing ¢f that
system to provide the interstate route from Kansas City to
Shreveport, Louisiana.

If there is anything else we can do to encourage this
project, please let us know. We would like to be advised of
any pending acticn on this project.

Sincerely,

~

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:ss

enc.

Donna Thomas - Local Program Coordinator
Nevacda Area Economic Commssion
PO. Bax 807 Nevada. Missoun 64772  (417) 667-6084




November 25, 1987

Congressman Ike Skelton
2433 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D. €. 20313

Dear Congressman Skelton:

The Nevada Area Economic Development would like to let you
know of our cfficial support for the proposal to upgrade
U.s. 71 Highway to interstate status. 1 believe that I1-29
is the proposed name of that interstate.

It 1s wunderstood that the 1987 Federal Transportation Act
required that a feasibility study be wundertaken on the
establishment o©f a route from Kansas City to Shreveport,
Louisiana. We would 1like to see that route utilize the
existing 71 Highway, wupgrading it ¢ the proposed I-29
status. While further limited accesses would have to be
constructed, many intersections are already "limited", with
right-¢f-way already purchased. It would be much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-laned 71 Highway than
te construct a totally new four-laned highway in another
area.

Any efforts that you have toward cbtaining this designation
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
\ A
A M C«W\

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:au

Donna Themas - Local Program Coordinator
Nevara Area Econome ™ elopment
PO Box 807 Nevada. Missoun 64772 {417) 667-6084




November 25>, 1987

Senator Christopher Bond
708 Hart Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

The Nevada Area Economic Development would like to let you
kncw of our official support for the proposal to upgrade
U.S. 71 Highway to interstate status. I believe that I-29
is the proposed name of that interstate.

It 1is wunderstood that the 1987 Federal Transportation Act
required that a feasibility study be undertaken on the
establishment of a route from Kansas City to Shreveport,

Louisiana. We would 1like to see that route utilize the
existing 71 Highway, upgrading it to the proposed I-29
status. wWhile further 1limited accesses would have to be

constructed, many intersections are already "limited", with
right-of-way already purchased. It would be much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-~laned 71 Highway than
to construct a totally new four-laned highway in another
area.

Any efforts that you have toward obtaining this designation
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
\ \T-o B
_;;;;;9v~%A~ A

Donna Thomas
Director

T:au

Donna Thomas - Locai Program Coordinator
Nevaia Area Economc Deveioprnent Commission
PO. Bax 807 Nevada. Missaun 64772 (417) 667-6084




Novemkber 25, 1987

Senator John C. Danforth
497 Russell Building
wWashingtcon, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

The Nevada Area Economic Develcpment would like tc let you
know of <cur ocfficial support for the proposal to upgrade
U.S. 71 Highway to interstate status. I believe that I-29
is the proposed name cf that interstate.

It 1is wunderstcod that the 1387 Federal Transportation Act
required that a feasibility study be undertaken on the
establishment c¢f a route from Kansas City to Shreveport,

Louisiana. We would like to see that route utilize the .
existing 71 Highway, upgrading it to the propcsed I-29
status. While further limited accesses would have to be

constructed, many intersections are already "limited", with
right-of-way already purchased. It would be much more
economical to upgrade the existing 4-laned 71 Highway than
tec construct a totally new four-laned highway in another
area.

Any efforts that you have toward obtaining this designation
would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

T T

Donna Thomas
Director

DT:au

Donna Thomas Local Program Coordinator
Nevada Area Economc Development Com mession
PO. Box 807 Nevada. Missoun 64772  (417) 667-6084
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Office of the President

December. 11, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St. S.w.

Washington DC 20580

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I am writing to add my support to that which has already been
expressed for the expansion of U. S. Highway 71 into a pnew I-29
corridor through Scuthwest Missouri. U. S. 71 now serves as one
of the major north-scuth expressways through the midwest, but
remains largely a two-lane highway from the Missouri-Arkansas
border north to Carthage, Missouri. With this region serving as
a hub to much of the trucking industry in the midwest, this small
stretch of U.S. 71 creates both a major traffic hazard and a
bottleneck to much of the commerce that flows through this area.

There are also a number of positive reasons for expanding the
highway link. With I-44 moving east to west through this region,
a major north-south artery will add considerably to the economic
potential of southwest Missouri and northeast Oklahoma. Labor is
reliable and inexpensgive, the climate is attractive, and I
believe that as we work to draw foreign investors and industry to
the United States, this could be a very popular area if
transportation were improved.

I would strongly encourage you to support this expansion project
as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
e

-
Xent A/ Farnswort
President

KAF/gl

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY JAFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER™




SHEFFIELD NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1610 TOWER BUILDING
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 Noverber 20, 1987

(E01) 375-75Q0Q

Hororable Jim Burnley, IV, Secretary
United States Department of Transpartation
400 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burnley:

I am Chairman of the Arkansas Incustrial Develcpment Commission. I've been
asked to address the need for a north-south interstate highway from Kansas City,
Misscuri to Shreveport, Iouisiana.

We have no greater need in the State of Arkansas. If we are to keep a
sicnificant number of industries that are currently in the state, and if we are
to have any hcpe of adding new industries in the future, it is imperative that we
have such a highway. :

It has been conclusively shown that access to a four-lane highway has beccme
the single most important isswue in keeping and attracting industry. I have just
completed a year of labor serving as Chairmen of the Eccnomic Expansion Study
Camnission, which took an in-depth look at what our problems and opportunities are
in industrializaticn in Arkansas. The most commonly cited deficiency was a four-lane,
north-south highway. We were told in very clear terms that we have to cure the
procblem, or we are coing to lase industry that located in cutlying towns before
transportation became the critical issue it is today.

In a poor state such as Arkansas, where the per capita incame ranks among the
lowest and where unemployment generally runs well above the naticnal average,
we simply cannot afford to lose existing industry. Additicnally, many of the areas
which are hurting the werst, with wnemployment exceeding 20%, would be served by a
north-south higtway, and would give us hope of securing industries for those areas.

With this in mind, I offer my total support to the concept, and encourage
you to put the considerable power of your office behind such a proposal. You would
render a great service to many pecple who are in dire need of assistance.

Thank you for any consideration you may give this request.

Sincerely,

Q’i a “yé : 13" (\Mm\,\
Sheffield Nelson
SN/bab

cc: Senator Dale Burpers
Senator David Pryor
Representative John Paul Hammerschmidt
Representative Bill Alexander ..~
Representative Beryl Anthony
Representative Temmy Robinson
Mr. Henry Gray



LA-Z-BOY MIDWEST / 4301 Howard Bush Onve, Neosho. Misscun 64850, Prane (417) 251-5400

December 10, 1987

JAMES H. BURNLEY

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPCRTATION
400 SEVENTH ST., S.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590
Secretary Burnley:

I want to express strongly my support for upgrading the highwav
71 corridor to inter-state status.

This highway improvement can have a material positive economic
impact on this generation and many generations to come.

The time to make this happen is now, please do not let this
opportunity pass.

Sincerely,

Ear W. Bryan
Vice-President

EWB/lw

“C:nn ort [Aal ﬂ'f.i your le[c N
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General Commadities Between All Points in U.S.

Harold F. Nickais

President-Chief Executive OfMicer December 3, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

We write this letter in support of the placement of
Interstate 29 South from Kansas City down the Highway 71
corridor through Missouri, Arkansas and into Louisiana.

We are a nationwide irreqular route specialized carrier
with corporate headquarters in Joplin, Missouri. WUe operate
a large number of trucks from this location, and approxi-
mately 1100 nationwide.

We avoid routing our equipment south on Highway 71
because of the very narrow and heavily traveled conditions
that exist. We are very safety conscious and do not feel
Highway 71 in its present form to be a safe route for our
equipment. :

Sincerely,

TRI-STATE MOTOR TRANSIT CO.

T
~~Harold F. Wickels

éj/// President and
Chief Executive Officer
HFN:1lsk

Tri-State Motor Transit Co.
Post Otfice Box 113
Joplin, Missouri 64802
417 624 3131
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December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I understand that feasibility studies are currently underway for the
future placement of Interstate 29, I also understand that one possible
location for the new Interstate is the Highway 71 Corridor.

I would like to express my support for this project and would be very
much in favor of the new Interstate running through Joplin, The impact
of a major North-South Interstate running through Joplin and Southwest
Missouri would be of tremendous help in expanding the Joplin ecozomy.

Sincerely,
72

Mark S. Cochran

MSC/tlc

2300 East seventh Street

fourth Street and Range Line Road - 2lst and Mauden Lane
PO Box 1 th
fophng, Missaurt 04802
+17-78717-1300

NMember FDIC
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December 4, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

It is my understanding that studies are now in progress
to determine the future placement of I-29.

As far as Missouri is concerned the ideal procedure would
be to use 71 south out of Kansas City, Missouri. It would
save a bundle of money and avoid the costly and time con-
suming procedures needed to obtain right of ways etc.
Using the established Highway 71 would really only entail
upgrading the already existing road.

Another consideration to be considered but hopefully would
never be needed is this, I-29 using Highway 71 south through
Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana would make an ideal
straight run from Canada to the waterways of Louisiana

in event-of a war. Smooth and efficient transportation

of war materiel is of the essence in this instance.

True, this routing of I-29 would be a boon to Southwest
Missouri in many ways. However the more important reason
to use Highway 71 south of Kansas City through Missouri,
Arkansas, and Louisiana and to the Gulf has been outlined
in the first two paragraphs of this letter.

Your consideration of the contents of this letter will
be greatly appreciated.

Si ncernly,
/
;,SJL/KFQLCL ‘

.B. Schoeber
\
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December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation

~ Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20590

RE: Interstate 29 Route Selection

Dear Mr. Burmley:

It is my understanding that feasibility studies are currently being per-
formed in regards to the future placement of Interstate 29. Please allow me
a few minutes of your time to express my opinion concerning this project.

As a lifelongz resident of Southwest Missouri and as District Manager of
a public utility which serves 142 coormmities in a four state area, I believe

that T have a good grasp of how vitally important this project could be to this
area.

The existing Highway 71 corridor would provide the safest and most corvenient
Interstate location for the people of the four state area. In additiom, this

location would create the greatest opportunities for positive economic development
of this area.

Your consideration and support in using the existing Highwav 71 corridor is
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lo frd i

Rick Hendricks
District Manager

kg

-

P.O. BOX 127 & JOPLIN,L MISSOURY 64807 # {417} 523-4700 /




December 2, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washingcon, D.C. 205%0

Dear Mr. Burnley:

It is —y understanding that a feasibility study is currently in
progress for the future placement of an interstate going South
out of Kansas City and running through Arkansas into Louisiana.
It is my feeling that, in order to be cest effective, U. S. 71
which is a divided highway to Carthage, Missouri, should be up-
graded to interstate status and then be completed Scuth to the
Arkansas border to hook up with a dividec highway going around
Fayetteville in Northwest Arkansas. In zddition to opening up
the ports on the Gulf to the North central part of the United
State, I think, on a smaller scale, it iIs very important for
Southwest Missvuri to eliminate the bottle-neck of traffic on
the existing 71 Highway to Northwest Arkansas and would have a
positive impact on the economy and touric: for this area.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter, and if there is
anything I can do, please don't hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,

s i
FAYE S A e
Ron Thompson

Senior Vice President

RT/ssec

802 MAIN STREET . F.Q. BOX 1373 2433 RANGELINE
417 623-8860 JOPLIN, MISSQURI 64802 417 623-3100
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Chamter ot Commercs

3utier, Missouri

Post Offic2 Box 167 » 64730
17 South Delaware Street (816)679-3380

December 1, 1987

Office of the Secretary Y 271207-025
James H. Burnley IV T SIMSE E
Department of Transportation

400 7th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Secretary Burnley:

RE: Leglislative Study regarding Interstate-29 from the
Canadian Border to Sweetwater, Louisiana.

As President of the Butler, Missouri Chamber of Commerce, the
proposed legislation for I-29, would give our area the
economic impact it needs for future development. As you
know, the ability of a community to attract industry depends
on the roadways serving that community. The present four
lane highway continues to have a high traffic count.
Upgrading to interstate standards would be very beneficial to
Butler, Missouri and the surrounding communities.,

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

ﬁéspectfully,

Butler Chamber of Commerce
Jéhn G. Daniel, President

JGD:sb



aarketing Comimnission

P.O.Box 9064730 (B16) 679-0465/479-4182/679-4197 /

Jim Ticna - Chairman qued L Hall
Jonn Mills - Mayer, City of 8utier Executive Director
Lelon Ceemns

Joe Cennis

Gena Dires

Richera Everett

Joe Ghers

Mcrtin Levy

Lester Curs

Rom Pitts

Jim Rusn

Scily Burg - Secretary December 1, 1987

Butler Chamber of Commarce
P.0. Box 167
Butler, Missouri 64730

Gentlemen:

We, of the Butler Marketing Commission, would lilke to stress
the great impact an interstate (I-29) highway frgm Canadian
borcer to Sweetwater, Louisiana would have on this area.

There are no good routas in the Midwest that lead to the North
and South. Naturally developing industries always look at
that as a drawback for coming to the area. An upgraded 71
highway would be a positive thing for the depressed agr1 com-
munity in which we live.

e

Bufler Marketlng Commission
Jim Tiona,

Sincerely,

S - Industrial Davelopment._Sales Tax Doliars ot Work!



PREFERRED MILLWORX, INC.

. f‘“‘\
™~ P.0. BOX 150 N2
RS g00-422-4499 710 W. ROBERTA RD. _ 816-679-6511 &
sl SUTLER, MO S
2 64730 NN

RE: Legislative Study of I-29

As a manufacturer whose raw stock and finished product both must move on

interstate highways, we have a vested interest in how functional those
highways are.

This project seems to address a need that we have noticed while computing
our north-south freight costs. Our material seems to move more quickly
east-west at lower costs. Ws have to assume that better access over all
‘Wwill improve delivery time. tter access will allow lower inventory on
our part as well as that of our custamer.

Such savings are real dollars vhich can be devoted to our expansion plans,
as well as provide a pay off within the ccomunity as a whole.

We wvish to pledge our support to any and all efforts to furthur this pro-
ject.

Respectfully,

o

CEEO\‘(
Elza Terry

Marketing Director




Truck Line

Inn Building
P.QO. Drawar 90
Butler, Missourl 84730

816-675-4197 November 30, 1987

Ms. Sally Burg, Executive Secretary
Butler Chamber of Commerce

P.C. Box 1867

Butler, Missouri 64730

Dear Ms. Burg:

Thank you for your ingquiry in regard to our position concerning
the legislative study which relates to I-29, Canada to Sweet-
water, Louisiana and the fact that highway 71 would be upgraded.

We, being a nation wide carrier and having our headquarters in
Butler, Missouri, located on 71 highway would naturally con-

sider this to be a very positive project. If I-29, Canada to
Louisiana could become a reality it would save our company much
time and monevy. The most important aspect would be the added

safety features that would be involved in such a project and
the probability of the saving of lives and property.

It is a known fact that there are no good routes in the Midwest
leading to the North and South. There would also be a very
positive impact on the depressed agri~community in the Midwest.

Sincerely,

JONA TRU?E/BINE, INC.

%
- %{f%f(/
m Tiona
resident

Termirals
Hwy. 33 West at
111 South Prospect 3701 Lone Pine Cherry & Plummer Hwy. 80 West
Butler MO RAT3N Snrinafiald MO ASRNA : Chanute. KS 6R720 Grand Salira. TX 7514
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November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, 1V

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th Street S.W.

Washington, Dc 20590

Dear Secretary Burley:

On behalf of Boatmen's Bank of Carthage ‘and its Directors
and Officers, we would like to .request your support of
upgrading the present U.S. Highway 71 Corridor from Kansas
City, Missouri to Shreveport, Louisiana, to Interstate status
as 1-29. Qut Bank Board discussed this topic at its last
Board Meeting and unanimously agreed to actively support
such an upgrade.

The economic climate of the Joplin Metropolitan area, of
which Carthage is a major :rea, is enjoying an increasing
growth trend due in past to our geographic location, stable
work force and "“quality of 1ife". Such an improvement to
the highway system through our area would further improve
and increase the economic climate, promote tourism, and provide
excellent highway facilities for the large volume of auto
and truck traffic already using the Highway 71 Corridor.

Any support you could give in providing appropriations to
fund improvement of the Highwzy 71 Corridor would be greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully, .

BOATMEN'S BANK OF;I,HAGE
Staei) G

Walter W. Gonce
Chief Executive Officer

Qﬂm R 3l
J

i e ames R. Bracht
PRI T LI President and
Chief Operating Officer

JRB/sm

A Subsidiary of Boatrmen's Bancshares, Inc.
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 129 EAST THIRD e CARTHAGE. MO 64835 e 417/358-2373

November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, 1V

Secretary of Transportation Department
400 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Burley:

On behalf of the Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce, I would
1ike to request your support of upgrading the present U.S.
Highway 71 Corridor from Kansas City, Missouri to Shreveport,
Louisiana, to Interstate status as [-29. The Chamber Board
of Directors discussed this topic at its last Board Meeting
and unanimously agreed to actively support such an upgrade.

The economic climate of the Joplin Metropolitan area, of
which Carthage is a major area, is enjoying an increasing
growth trend due in past to our geographic location, stable
work force and "quality of life". Such an improvement to
the highway system through our area would further improve
and increase the economic climate, promote tourism, and provide
excellent highway facilities for the large volume of auto
and truck traffic already using the Highway 71 Corridor.

Any support you could give in providing appropriations to
fund improvement of the Highway 71 Corridor would be greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully,

CARTHAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

§7ann&4, ﬁ?.fﬂdxbt/tj“

James R. Bracht
Chairman of Economic
Development Committee

JRB/sm

A FIVE STAR * MISSOURI COMMUNITY BETTERMENT CITY..HOME OF THE MAPLE LEAF FESTIVAL
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December 3, 1987

Mr. James Burnley

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
400 Seventh Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The Shreve Area Council of Governments (SACOG) would 1like
to express its support of the construction of an Interstate
Highway from Kansas City, MiSsouri to Shreveport,
Lovisiana. This «critical 1link, now under study in
accordance with the 1987 Federal-Aid Highway Act, would
greatly aid north-south travel with resulting benefits
in economic development and tourism for the region. This
proposal would remedy a 500-mile gap between north-south
interstate highways in this area of the country.

On behalf of the Shreve Area (ouncil of Governments, I
urge your support of this important project. The SACGa
Urban Policy (Committee has wunanimously endorsed the
addition of this 1ink to the Interstate Highway System.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

Terry J. Langlois

Director of Planning

TdL:lej

¢c: Senator J. Bennett Johnston

Senator John B. Breaux
Representative Charles "Buddy" Roemer

. Shhreve Area Council of Govermmentcs

627 Spring Street Shraveport, Louisiana 71101 (31B) 226-8488




GzRKEN OIL CO. O Phone (417} 6672126

November 30, 1987

Secretary of Transportation
U S Dept. of Transportation
400 7th St. Sw.

Washington D C 20590

Dear Secretary:

This letter is in support of the establishment of an interstate
route from Kansas City, Missouri, to Shreveport,Louisiana,
closing the 500-mile gap that exists between existing North/South
interstate routes in the central United States.

In Missouri, we support th= feasibility of using I-29 and designating
some sections of the existing U.S. 71 Highway as an interstate and
having the highway run parallel to 71 Highway in some new locations.

Thank you for your considerztion of this matter.

Sincerely,

. \f’ioryif' ;J(‘)"\-)

Gerken 0il Co.

Neil Gerken




November 30, 1987

Mr. James Burley, 1V
Secretary of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

My dear Mr. Burley:

On behalf of the Jasper County Development Association,

we are asking your support for the extension of Interstate
29 along Highway 71 to Shreveport, Louisiana. As you are

aware, this corridor would be through Southwest Missouri.

It is our opinion that the development of Interstate 29
would greatly help the economic development of Scuthwest
Missouri, specifically the Joplin-Carthage area.

Your support of this is greatly appreciated and if we can
be of any assistance please do not hesitate to call upon
us.

Sincerely,

1410 South River St.,
Carthage, Missouri 64836



J. 3. Denz. of Trunsmortation
409 7th btrent 3. .
Washinzton, D. C.

22690
Dear Sir:

I understand the 1987 Federal Highway Act authoriz-
ed a feaslbility studr to extend I-29 Sout:z from Xansas
Ctty, Missouri, where it now ends.

Thr.ere certalnl~ is a need for an inproved highway
factllty between Kunsas City and the Gulf Coast with the
ldeal sout..ern terainus in liew Yrleans.

We would sugpgest t.e study, 1in the Znterest of keep-
Ing cos%ts dovm, conslider using existing four lane US-71
South out of ﬁansas City througn ‘Yesgtern :dissouri and West-
ern Arkansas. 7This highwav coulu be brought up to Inter-
state stancards with accentuatle costs. This route 1s naow,
with all of Its shortcomin-s, especially in .Arkansas, a
favarite route for truciis to the Goutil.

ifestern Arkansus is in need of a good Noth-South
highway In the western va:'t of the state to further ex-
pand its growtl. potentlal.

A North-soutl: 4-lane linmited access route South Zron
Kansas Cityr to tue lf Coust would be a great economic
"sliot in the arm" for trls aresa and Is long overdue.

As our representative in Co.gress, we ask that you
sunpo*t thls proposed new route, preferable in ilestem
Alssourl ané iVlesterr as:ansas.

Yours tru’?,

Py
‘191-”1 "'J. o L .
M uuu@‘avm‘, -
rvin L. Barro L2
Rt. # 1 =2
Levada, ldissonri .
34772 5

Conles sent to: .
Corgress i Ike Clieléon
Senator Christoplier sond
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JIM AUSTIN . Co DAVE AUSTIN, CIC
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*Personal Service P. 0. BOX 1328 JOPLIN, MISSQURI 64802

December 8, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley IV

400 Tth Street, S. W,
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Interstate 29
Dear Mr. Burnley,

Joplin's economic wherewithal is quickly becoming known
around the country.

Primary among our economic appeal is our transportation
advantage. This includes central location, excellent highways
including Interstate Highway 44 and State Highway 71, and a
major trucking industry located here.

The placement of Interstate 29 along the Highway 71 corridor
through Missouri, Arkansas and into Louisiana is most logicad
based on how well it complements and enhances the other
transportation facilities already present there.

The addition of a north-south highway will considerably
augment our bright economic prospects. Southwest Missouri is
most capable of capitalizing on tnis additional resource. It
will mean excellent growth for our area and a logistically
important highway for midwestern states.

I request your support for the Highway 71 corridor loecation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

r7>¢;§ (Euw¢

David Austin

DA :kme
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December 11, 1987

Mr. James M. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S. W.

Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The purpose of this leiter is to solict your support
in changing the designation of current U, S. Highway 71
to interstate [-29. This change would have a major economic
impact on the area between Kansas City, Missouri and
Shreveport, Louisiana, with future implications for better
connections with Houston, Texas and New Orleans, Louisiana.
Much of the highway already exists in a status which with
some modification could be brought up to interstate standards.
This would obviously reduce the cost versus construction
of an entirely new road.

Any assistance which you can provide in this endeavor
would not only be appreciated by me personally, but I am
sure it would be appreciated by the vast majority of people
1iving along current U. S. Highway 71.

Yours very truly,

REF:ss

100 South Wood Street P. Q. Box 400 Neosho, Missouri  &4850 Arec (417) 451-1040




December 10, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.HW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I wouid Tike to take this opportunity to express my support
for the designation of the U.S. 71 highway corridor as Interstate
29. Not only would this provide for a direct North-South route
from the Canadian border to Shreveport, Louisiana, it would enhance
the safety of this heavily traveled route, and promote continued
development of this region.

I respectfully request your support of this designation,
also.

Sincerely,
Ra tipp
PreSident

RS:cd

100 South Wood Streer P. 0. Gox 400 Neosho, Misouri 44850 Arga (417) 451-1000




P 7.7 ZNEOSHO
‘! 3551 DONIPHAN DRIVE
1y PO. BOX 648
NEOSHO. MISSOURI 64850-9 199
(417} 451-1810 TWX (310} 770-4963

December 16, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Mr. Burnley:

- Teledyne Necsho provides a turbine engine repair and overhaul
service which is dependent upon the need of a good and accessible
highway system. Cammon practice in cur industry is to ship
erngines of various sizes and weight to the overhaul facilities
using air-ride trucks.

Our custamers often voice concern over the need for an improved
highway system in and around the Neosho/Joplin area. The
designation of Highway 71 as part of the I-29 Interstate System
would provide us with just another positive marketing tool to
grow our current business.

I would appreciate your personal support for designating this
I-29 corridor through our Joplin and Neosho area.

Regards,
(O L
Ritter

sident
TEEEDYNE NEOSHO




Commerce Bank
of Joplin

Box 970

Third and Main Streets
Joplin, Missoun 64802
417-624-2414

December 15, 1987

Department of Transportation
Mr. James H. Burnley, IV

400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The decision as to where to locate Interstate Highway 29 scuth out
of Kansas City is vital to the national economy.

Joplin, Missouri, Interstate Highway 44 and Highway 71 should be
factors in that location decision. Joplin headquarters five ma jor
trucking firms, boasts a strong local economy with one of the lowest
cost of living levels in the United States, and is a Small Metropolitan
Statistical Area. This type of community is ideal for growth resulting
from a major cross-roads in our nation.

Highway 71 is already four-lane from Joplin to I-29 in Kansas City,
and is being exvanded to four-lane going south from Joplin to New
Orleans. Significant time and cost savings would be realized by
routing I-29 with Highway 71. Additionally, the I-29 (Highway 71)
and I-44 cross-roads would create a much needed intersection for
Interstate Highways at the center of the nation.

I would appreciate any support you can give to having I-29 intersect
with I-44 at Joplin,

Slncefely, —

Wwwv

Kerry Jo stonf

Assistant Vlce President

KJ/bp
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4101 Howard Bush Drive
Neoghg, Missouri 64850-9164
(417) 4514550

T. C. Welch
Prasident

December 11, 1987

Mr. James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U. 5. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washingteon, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The purpose of this letter is to convey to you the importance and need
for the Highway 71 corridor designated as I-29. A quality highway
extending from the Canadian border to Shreveport, Louisiana would,
indeed, have a most favorable impact on the safety of those who
travel, as well as healthy growth for the whole region.

Sincerely,

Ao REON

T. €. Welch

TCW: jw




'3‘ ‘\ e Nt U_mon Cartige Corporation
i yl_ = Linde Division
gt’f;é;,‘::;,c‘? 16071 Industrial Drive

‘ Neasna, MQ 64850
(417) 451-2442

December 15, 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh St., S.W.

Wasnington, D.C. 20590

Dear Sir:

[n reqgards to the proposal to designate the present Highway 71 into an
[-29 Interstate corridor between the Canadian border and Shreveport, [
respectfully request your support.

Whi1Je [ cannot guote you figures and facts on highway usage, I have
observed both as a highway user and a trucking fleet manager, the severe
overcrowded traffic conditions on the present highway system. These conditiaons
have resulted in many accidents and deaths that could be eliminated by a
properly designed and adequate highway system as previously described.

Again [ urge your support of this proposal.

Very truly yours,
414_,2f:1c.2?>4_1£jsj:::

W. D. Webster
Supt. of Dist.

WOW /vi



KENNETH B. CULKIN
Box 143
Seneca, Missouri 64865

16 December 1987

James H. Burnley

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street., S.W.
Washingten, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

The purpose of this correspondence is to express my interest
and concern with the Highway 71 corridor being designed and
designated as I-29.

With the I-29 highway from the Canadian Border to Shreveport,
Louisiana, the econamy of this particular area in the way of
industry, transportation and tourism could not help but be
immeasurably benefitted.

My interest and concerns in this matter are supported by the
populace of the area in general.

Sincerely,

CZ?:‘/EE&'Z‘Z"J Z Py
KENNETH B. CULKIN

Chairman, Newton County
Industrial Development Commission
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December 16, 1987

James H. Burnley RY
Secretary of Transportation i
United States Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

I cannot express the importance or impact on this areas economy
which is currently in a growth stage, that Highway 71 corridor
being designated as 1-29 would have. With I-29 Highway from
the Canadian Border to Shreveport, Louisiana, we could become
one of the fastest growing regions in industry, transportation
and tourism, to say nothing of the lives this quality of road
will save, and would ensure the growth of this part of the
country.

Sincerely,

Bill C. Leei

President

BCL/mjl



3014 Moorhead Drive
Joplin, Missouri 643804
December 15, 19837

Honorable James H. Burnley
Secretary of Transportation

U. S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Burnley:

This letter is written in support of the movement
to redesignate U.S. Highway 71 as Interstate 29.
Extending I-29 south from Kansas City to Shreve-
port along the line of US 71 would fill a gap in
the north-scuth interstate system and would be a
tremendous stimulant to the economies of the

area through which it would pass, as well as
saving many lives along this overcrowded highway
corridor.

Our own region of Newton County, Missouri, encom-
passing an important segment of the developing
Joplin-lleosho metropolitan area, needs this inter-
state if it is to continue growing in industry,
transportation, and tourism and to avoid revert-
ing to the economic stagnation that once afflicted
it.

Sincerely,

G. K. Renner
Newton County Economic
Development Commission



RESOLUTION NO. 88-21

RESOLUTION OF THE ARK-TEX COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS IN RESPONSE TO THE NEED FOR
AN INTERSTATE HIGHWAY FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI TO SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA.

WHEREAS, the Ark-Tex Council of Governments Board of Directors consists of

elected officials from the ten county area of Northeast Texas and Miller
County, Arkansas and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of these elected officials to expand the
opportunities for economic development 1in the Ark-Tex Region through
industrial  development, shipping efficiencies, and enhanced tourism.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ARK-TEX COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS:

Section 1 - That the route currently being studied through the States of
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Missouri is highly supported as
the most expeditious and cost effective route and

Section 2 - That the development of such a route would provide a critical
1ink in the Interstate Highway System of the
United States.

PASSED, ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED THIS 17th day of December, 1987.

. ] /- ,
11lie Giles Smith, President

Ark-Tex Council of Governments

ATTEST:

nErtTTICATION
.

Comee o T THSISA
Tol el el OF

T

Ao e =

g =S LZICTES .

D:tz2
] DT SVION RO e o e



w———

N -

VILLAGE OF STELLA
STELLA, MO. 64867

A&M/u 14,1787

it ﬂ:@m MZ’Q“‘T’/’“)W[ ok



KENNETH V. CCPE
PUBLISHER

1006 W. HaPrMONY » NEOSHO MISSOURI 62B%S0 « 417-451.152Q

1-6-88

Mr. James H. Buraley

Secretary of Transpeoartation

U. S. Department of Transportation
LoQ Seventh St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Deer Mr. Burnley:

I understand there is to be a hearing concerning the I-29 corridor
this month.

There is a serious need for this highway to be extended south to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As you know, much of Highway Tl is already
limited access and could be converted to the I-29 project at a minimum
of cost.

I would like to encourage you to give your support to this
much needed project.

Sincerely,

Kenneth W. Cope

"l “ .
v ‘fyp.a




UNITHED MISSOURT BANK
- ] of Joplin

Russedl G Conlieans
[T

December 4, 1987

The Honorable Christopher Bond
United States Senate

293 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bond:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29. One possibility for its locatioa is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana. A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the west and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

500 miles. When complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if the 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, development, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant,

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that can accomplish this goal.

Sincerely,

Q««« ’Jf%’_’"

Russell G. Cochran
President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp

2300 Fast Seventh Sueet
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UNITED MISSOURI BANK
. of Joplin

Russetl ¢, Cadduaa
Foventooa

December 4, 1987

The Honorable John Danforth

United States Senate

497 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29. One possibility for its location is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana. A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the west and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

500 miles. +hen complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if the 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, development, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant,.

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that can accomplish this goal.

Sincerely,

Russell G. Cochran

President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp
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UNITED MISSOURI BANK
. of Joplin

Russe-db G Coddinan

Fre b o

December 4, 1987

The Honorable Gene Taylor

United States louse of Representatives
2134 House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Taylor:

Feasibility studies are currently underway with regard to the future
placement of Interstate 29, One possibility for its location is
south from Kansas City down the Highway 71 corridor through Missouri,
Arkansas and into Louisiana. A primary factor for consideration of
this route is the fact that there is no major north-south highway
between I-35 on the west and I-55 on the east, a distance of over

500 miles. When complete, I-29 would run from Canada south to the
shipping ports on the Gulf, and if the 71 corridor route is used, the
existing highway would be upgraded and Joplin would be located at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-29 and I-44. The

positive impact on growth, development, transportation, tourism and
the economy would be significant.

I support using the Highway 71 corridor, and solicit your help in any
way that you feel that can accemplish this goal.

Sincerely,

WM —

Russell G. Cochran
President and Chief Executive Officer

RGC: jrp

2300 Last Soeventh Steat
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