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History of the Department 



  

Prior to 1913 

“We are always 

yapping about the 

‘Good Old Days’ 

and how we look 

away back and 

enjoy it, but I tell 

you there is a lot 

of hooey to it.”  

        – Will Rogers 



The Teens and Twenties 

Highway 71 near Bella Vista 

• First Commission Created  

 No Highway Department  

 No Highway System 

• $72,000 Total Budget 

• 36,000 Miles of Public Roads 

• First Gas Tax – 1 cent per gallon 

• State Highway System Created  

• State Highway Department Created 

 



The Thirties and Forties 

State Highway Department HQ, 1939 

Magnet Truck, Picked up 

an average of 20 lbs of 

metal per mile 

• Gas Tax Raised to 6.5 cents per Gallon 

1960’s Before Next Increase 

• Commission Structure Changed Four More Times 

• 9,700 Highway Miles (4,900 Paved) 

• Too much Political Influence on Highways  

      – Growing Discontent 



The Fifties 

Widening Hwy 67 near 

Malvern, 1956 

• 1951 - Highway Audit Commission Report 

 “the advice, counsel and expert know-how which 

is available from the Department’s own technical 

and administrative staffs bear scant weight indeed 

when they are in conflict with the political 

pressures and political promises of the moment.” 

• 9 Legislative Acts Restructured Commission since 1913 

• 1952 – Mack Blackwell Amendment 

• Interstate Era 

• 11,000 Miles State Highways 

(8,800 Paved) 

 



The Sixties and Seventies 

AHC Lawrence Blackwell burning 

bonds at a ceremony in 1975 

Toad Suck Ferry on Arkansas River at 

Highway 60, 1970 

South Terminal Interchange 

I-430 River Bridge, 1973 

•  No changes to Commission Structure 

• Department became Debt Free 

• Legislature transferred nearly 4,400 more miles of County 

Roads to Highway System  

• Department adds “Transportation” to its name – 

 Authority Expanded 

• 1st State to Complete its Interstate System (1975) 

• 16,000 Highway Miles (15,000 Paved) 



The Eighties and Nineties 

1991 Highway Improvement Program planned to 

improve or replace approximately 560 bridges. 

Section of Hwy 7 

named first Scenic 

Byway of Arkansas. 

Dedication of I-540 and Bobby 

Hopper Tunnel, 1999 

• 1985 – Rural Road Program – out of the mud 

• Early Retirements – huge workforce turnover 

• 1991 – Highway Improvement Program 

• 1993 – Last Federal Gas Tax Increase  

• 1999 – Last State Gas Tax Increase 

• 1999 – Interstate Rehabilitation Program – 

 First Highway Bond Issue in 50 years 

• I-540 (now I-49) and I-530 Completed 

• 16,400 Highway Miles 



The New Millennium 

Winter Weather in Dec 2000 and 

Jan 2001 cost almost $40 M. Governor’s Working Group on Highway Funding 

New White River 

Bridge on Hwy 64 

at Augusta opened 

in 2001. 

• 2011 – 2nd Interstate Rehabilitation Program 

• 2012 – Connecting Arkansas Program 

• Governor’s Working Group on Highway Funding 

• 16,400 miles State Highways 



 

Regional Projects 

Update 

 



Interstate 30 

• US Highway 70 to Sevier Street 

• Widening - 5.24 Miles 

• $100-120 Million 



U.S. Highway 70 

• Hot Springs to Interstate 30 

• Widening - 18.9 Miles 

• $75-100 Million 



U.S. Highway 270 

Termini Type Work 
Length 
(miles) 

Amt 
(x $1 M) 

Date 

Montgomery Co. Ln. – East (Sel. Secs.) Resurfacing 3.82 $    2.5 2019 

West of Hwy. 227 – Royal (Sel. Secs.) Resurfacing 1.67 $    1.1 2018 

Ouachita River – Black Snake Rd.  Widening 1.89 $  11.1  TBD 

Black Snake Rd. – Hwy. 227 Widening 1.49 $  10.0 2017 

Hwy. 70 – Hwy. 7 (Hot Springs) Resurfacing 3.70 $    1.9 2019 

Total 12.57 $  26.6 



State Highway 5 

• Safety Project 

 Geometric Improvements 

 Shoulder Widening 

• 6.5 miles 

• $5-10 Million 



State Highway 5 

Termini Type Work 
Length 
(miles) 

Amt 
(x $1 M) 

Date 
Sched/Let 

Hwy. 128 – Benton Safety 20.9 $  7.9 2/2016 

Garland Co. Ln. – Benton (Sel. Secs.) Safety - $  2.0 2017 

Salt Creek Road – Benton  Widening 1.4 $  8.7 TBD 

Total 22.3 $18.6 



State Highway 7 

• Mitzi Parkway to Highway 290 

 Center Turn Lane 

 Replace Sorrels Creek Bridge 

 3.8 miles / $10-15 Million 

• Highway 290 to Ouachita River 

Bridge 

 Widening to 5 lanes 

 1.7 miles / $10-15 Million 

 



State Highway 7 

• Hot Springs to Highway 5 

(Phase I) 

 Capacity/Safety 

Improvements 

 6.2 miles / $10 Million 

• Bryant Road to Highway 298 W 

 Capacity/Safety 

Improvements 

 6.3 miles / $10-15 Million 

 

• Grand Total 

 18 miles / $40-55 Million 



Other Projects 

• Highway 88 Widening / Highway 7 South to Highway 7 North 

• Replacing Stokes Creek Bridge on Michael Street 

• Highway 128 Widening / Highway 270 to Highway 270B 



Partnering 



MLK Expressway Extension 



MLK Expressway Extension 



N
o
rt

h
w

e
s
t Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 22 8 29 

Total Cost $208,180,434 $214,276,150 $422,456,583 

Local 

Contribution 
$90,104,455 $65,328,212 $155,432,667 

Contribution %   37% 

C
e
n
tr

a
l Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 14 2 16 

Total Cost $157,811,743 $27,224,000 $185,035,743 

Local 

Contribution 
$45,268,054 $11,500,00 $56,768,054 

Contribution %   31% 

O
th

e
r 

Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 12 3 15 

Total Cost $100,449,334 $64,815,119 $165,264,453 

Local 

Contribution 
$21,459,432 $12,839,184 $34,298,616 

Contribution %   21% 

Partnering Program 



Partnering Program 

Partner 

Number of 

Projects 

Total  

Project Cost 

Total Local 

Contribution 

Contribution 

Percent 

Bentonville 6 $97,171,989  $67,253,677  69% 

Rogers 5 $52,624,526  $28,776,050  55% 

Springdale 4 $63,565,655  $23,839,925  38% 

Fayetteville 9 $146,008,819  $23,605,221  16% 

Conway 3 $45,764,550  $20,039,190  44% 

Cabot 2 $22,932,315  $9,858,723  43% 

Hot Springs 4 $25,748,021  $8,231,531  32% 

Fort Smith 2 $14,608,989  $7,329,901  50% 

Siloam Springs 2 $16,254,223  $2,900,000  18% 

• Hot Springs Partnering Projects  

 Highway 88 (Higdon Ferry Road) 

 Highway 7 South – Highway 7 North 



• ArkansasHighways.com 

• ConnectingArkansasProgram.com 

• Vimeo.com/AHTD 

• IDriveArkansas.com 

• Twitter.com     @AHTD 

 

 

@AHTD 

ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 



Questions? 


