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MLK Expressway 

History 

 



Highway 270 West – Highway 70 East 

• 1959 – Hot Springs Master Street Plan 



Construction Projects 

• Three Construction Projects (1.0 mile) 

• Began in October 1987 

• Completed in June 1991 

Highway 270 West – Highway 70 West 

Termini 
Cost 

(x $1 M) 
Completed  

Hwy. 270 West  - Hwy. 70 West (Grading & Strs.) $    3.7 October 1990 

Hwy. 270 West - Hwy. 70 (Base & Surfacing) $    2.2 June 1991 

Hwy. 70 West Interchange  $    0.5 May 1990 

Total $    6.4 



Construction Projects 

• Three Construction Projects (3.5 miles) 

• Began in August 1990 

• Completed in May 1993 

Highway 70 West – Highway 7 

Termini 
Cost 

(x $1 M) 
Completed  

Hwy. 70 West - Hwy. 7 (Grading & Strs.) $    6.3 October 1992 

So. Glen Drive & Hwy. 88 Structures $    2.5 September 1992 

Hwy. 70 West - Hwy. 7 (Base & Surfacing)  $    4.3 May 1993 

Total $  13.1 



Construction Projects 

• Three Construction Projects (4.0 miles) 

• Began in June 1992 

• Completed in October 1995 

Highway 7 – Highway 270 East 

Termini 
Cost 

(x $1 M) 
Completed  

Hwy. 7 - Hwy. 128 (Grading & Strs.) $    6.6 March 1994 

Hwy. 128 - Hwy. 270 East (Grading & Strs.) $    4.7 September 1994 

Hwy. 7 - Hwy. 270 East (Base & Surfacing) $    5.2 October 1995 

Total $  16.5 



Construction Projects 

• Three Construction Projects (1.8 miles) 

• Began in August 2000 

• Opened to Traffic in May 2006 

• Additional Highway 70 East Interchange 

Projects – Completed June 2013 

Highway 270 East – Highway 70 East 

Termini 
Cost 

(x $1 M) 
Completed  

Hwy. 270 East - Hwy. 70 East (Grading & Strs.) $    9.8 January 2003 

Hwy. 70 East Interchange (Grading & Strs.) $  12.8 May 2006 

Hwy. 270 East-Hwy. 70 East  (Base & Surfacing) $    3.4 May 2006 

Hwy. 70 East Interchange  (Phase II) $    3.6 February 2011 

Hwy. 70 East Interchange  (Phase III) $    6.9 June 2013 

Total $  36.5 



Highway 270 West – Highway 70 East 

• 1959 – Hot Springs Master Street Plan 

• 1987 – 2013 Construction 

 $73 Million 



Highway 70 East to Highway 7 North 

Proposed 
Location of 
Extension  



Highway 70 East to Highway 7 North 

• 1991 – Planning Study Initiated 

• 1994 – Planning Study Adopted 

• 2005 – Environmental Assessment 

 Location Determined 

 2005 Cost - $113.4 Million 

• 2005 to 2009 – Earmarked Funds $9.0 Million 

 Project Development Began 

• 2006 – USGS Study Elevated Water Temperatures  

 Project Development Suspended 

• 2009 – USGS Study Complete 



MLK Expressway Extension 



MLK Expressway Extension 



MLK Expressway Extension 



N
o
rt

h
w

e
s
t Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 23 8 31 

Total Cost $217,356,241 $205,100,342 $422,456,583 

Local 

Contribution 
$92,024,268 $63,408,399 $155,432,667 

Contribution %   37% 

C
e
n
tr

a
l Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 14 2 16 

Total Cost $157,811,743 $27,224,000 $185,035,743 

Local 

Contribution 
$45,268,054 $11,500,00 $56,768,054 

Contribution %   31% 

O
th

e
r 

Let to Contract Scheduled Total 

Projects 12 3 15 

Total Cost $100,449,334 $64,815,119 $165,264,453 

Local 

Contribution 
$21,459,432 $12,839,184 $34,298,616 

Contribution %   21% 

Partnering Program 



Partnering Program 

Partner 

Number of 

Projects 

Total  

Project Cost 

Total Local 

Contribution 

Contribution 

Percent 

Bentonville 6 $97,171,989  $67,253,677  69% 

Rogers 5 $52,624,526  $28,776,050  55% 

Springdale 4 $63,565,655  $23,839,925  38% 

Fayetteville 9 $146,008,819  $23,605,221  16% 

Conway 3 $45,764,550  $20,039,190  44% 

Cabot 2 $22,932,315  $9,858,723  43% 

Hot Springs 4 $25,748,021  $8,231,531  32% 

Fort Smith 2 $14,608,989  $7,329,901  50% 

Siloam Springs 2 $16,254,223  $2,900,000  18% 

• Hot Springs Partnering Projects  

 Highway 88 (Higdon Ferry Road) 

 Highway 7 South – Highway 7 North 



Partnering Program 

 

• 11 Committed Partnering Projects 

 $215 Million Total 

 $55 Million Local Contribution 

 25% Local 

 

• 13 Potential Partnering Projects 

 $138 Million Total 

 $59 Million Local Contribution 

 43% Local 
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IRP 

CAP 

Bridge Preservation 

Safety 

Pavement Preservation 

Capital Improvement 

Capacity Improvement 

 



Interstate 30 

• US Highway 70 to Sevier Street 

• Widening - 5.24 Miles 

• $100-120 Million 



U.S. Highway 70 

• Hot Springs to Interstate 30 

• Widening - 18.9 Miles 

• $75-100 Million 



U.S. Highway 270 

Termini Type Work 
Length 

(miles) 

Amt 

(x $1 M) 
Date 

Montgomery Co. Ln. – East (Sel. Secs.) Resurfacing 3.82 $    2.5 2019 

West of Hwy. 227 – Royal (Sel. Secs.) Resurfacing 1.67 $    1.1 2018 

Ouachita River – Black Snake Rd.  Widening 1.89 $  11.1  TBD 

Black Snake Rd. – Hwy. 227 Widening 1.49 $  10.0 2017 

Hwy. 70 – Hwy. 7 (Hot Springs) Resurfacing 3.70 $    1.9 2019 

Total 12.57 $  26.6 



State Highway 5 

• Safety Project 

 Geometric Improvements 

 Shoulder Widening 

• 6.5 miles 

• $5-10 Million 



State Highway 5 

Termini Type Work 
Length 

(miles) 

Amt 

(x $1 M) 

Date 

Sched/Let 

Hwy. 128 – Benton Safety 20.9 $  7.9 2/2016 

Garland Co. Ln. – Benton (Sel. Secs.) Safety - $  2.0 2017 

Salt Creek Road – Benton  Widening 1.4 $  8.7 TBD 

Total 22.3 $18.6 



State Highway 7 

• Mitzi Parkway to Highway 290 

 Center Turn Lane 

 Replace Sorrels Creek Bridge 

 3.8 miles / $10-15 Million 

• Highway 290 to Ouachita River 

Bridge 

 Widening to 5 lanes 

 1.7 miles / $10-15 Million 

 



State Highway 7 

• Hot Springs to Highway 5 

(Phase I) 

 Capacity/Safety 

Improvements 

 6.2 miles / $10 Million 

• Bryant Road to Highway 298 W 

 Capacity/Safety 

Improvements 

 6.3 miles / $10-15 Million 

 

• Grand Total 

 18 miles / $40-55 Million 




