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Arkansas Highways Magazine

Those
flowers may be Purple Coneflowers, Showy Primecse or Black-eyed
Sesans They and other varieties are all part of the wildfiower mix
that makes up the ANTD's wikdflower programs. The Department’s
program has helped bagutify over 200,000 acres of highway roadsides. The program has helped
reduce boeg-term maintenance costs, enhanced rosdside wildiife hatecar. provided as artractive
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roadside emvircament and preserved sative plant popudations,

Though not a part of the AHTD's wildflower program there iv a plant that is making headiines
across the nation and 13 now being planted by the Department in a concentrated sffore. It's
milkweed, and the reason [t is being planted ls.. the Monarch Butserdly.

The Monarch Buttertly population across the globe is declining Compared to years past.
fower butterflins are crossing the Usited States as thay migrate back and farth to Mexico,
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1n 2004 an eatimated 550 millisa Monarctn completed the
wizzer migration. while In 2013 only 33 milllon arrived. Furthes
betwesn 2012 and 2013, there was a 43.7 pervent decrease in

the area occupled by the burterflies in their winter sanctuaries®

After k cientific and mevris al research, the
major blame for the decline has bees put en the lowms of habitat
Dlsappearasce of miliowoed, & plant vital to Meaarchs saryvival

is among that lost habitat, Milkweed i3 the oaly plant thas
Monarchs will use to lay their eggs om. It s also the primary
food soarce Sor Monarch caterpillary, Despite fts necassity to
tha species, the plant decruased 21 percent in the Unitad States
betwwen 1905 and 2013,

Though deforestation and harsh weather can be partly to
tiame, the major cause of the disippedrance of milkweed in
this country |s farmers’ large scale use of herbicides that destroy
the plant
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And this is where t2e AHTD steps in with what is calied the
Milkweed Managemers flan. The plan has been par [ place
ad an independent project dus to the growing conterns of the
Mocarch Butterfly and smillcweed pogulations.

“Wowere approached by the Botanical Gardens of the Ozarks
5 see [f we could inclode maliceeeds bn our wildflower seeding
program.” comments Kayti Ewing, Environmental Analyst1

“We haven't ncluded milicwesd seed because it is so
expensive relative to other native wilkdflower seed and it hay
# low germuingtion rate. Aleo, seed providers never have the
amount the Departmsent would need. (ne {s more likely to gee
milkweed sutabiishad by transplanting plugs. or one-year-old
veedlings. And that ia the route we are taking at the AHTD.”

The goal of the AHTD's independent program is to plant 2
variety of native milkweeds across the State. There are 15
native specien. vod i pene 54
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Map

Saline County

Closure Reason; ~
Travel Direction:
Lane(s) Closed:
Total Distance:
Detour: Hions
Date / Time: oo

Description

Travel Impact
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IDriveArkansas — Traffic Cameras
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Tweets Follawing Followers Likes Uists Maments

16.1K a4 44.6K 1,124 1 0

Edit profile

Tweets Tweets & replies Media T vi
Arkansas DOT Your Tweet activity

Sy Arkansas DOT ) - Your Tweets earned 42,392 impressions
SROE pulaski Co: A section of US Highway 67 previously dosed doue to an accident has over the last 24 hours

recpensd

Thes account is not monitored 24/7
Arkansas Departmant of Transportation
ARDOT reminds users not o tweet or text 9 1

while dewing.

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Who to follow
Arkansas DOT Human

Resources Arkansas DOT Human Resources ¢ - . 2
. . : Ao Accepting applications through March 29, 2018 for a Mamitenance Alde 1 in our Zero Fatalities ©
BArea -—y o2 ;

Searcy Araa Headquarters. Apply 1'«11( Foll

This account is wsed for ArDOT job

posting information only. Account is not

E 2
monitored 24/7. For traffic and all other Arlansas Counties
info please follow myARDOT ﬁ
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Pulaski Co: Frozen pizza, anyone? No injuries

but cleanup wi
#artratfic
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Il take time. Expect delays
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Is the pavement hot encugh to cook them
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Goes welbwith the whishey from last week

Arkansas Gal
" Follow

Now I'm hungry for pizza. Thanks ARDOT!!

B
vy e

2
2 26
S

Arkansns DOT

spills these pizza pies, that's a mess-ay"” We haw 10 4y that Tombetone anil Digorrio seem 10 be fairly stursdy brand
#MozzarellaMess 4
o Arkansas DOY \ "
e . RO pulaski Co: WE §-30 traffic using outside shoulder to pass cleanup site. EB 1-30 all
- ) T lanes open, #
1 |
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I'm sure L 1 pretty cheesod off
about this. I hope they find the sauce of this

predicament and rise to the occas
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@ Gayle Browning Follow
Teamhlom t
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"Lots of pizza fatalities"?? ::hysterical
laughter:: Thanks, Danny..I needed that. &2
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Pizza Spill
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