












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY 
AND 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 
Dan Flowers 

Director 
Phone (501) 569-2000 Fax (501) 569-2400 

 

 
P.O. Box 2261 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261 
WWW.ARKANSASHIGHWAYS.COM 

April 12, 2010  
 
 
Ms. Sandra Otto 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
700 West Capital, Room 3130  
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3298 
 
 
 Re: AHTD Job Number 001873 
  FHWA AR-EIS-04-01-F 
  El Dorado-McGhee P.E. (Phase I) 
  Various Counties 
  Design Reassessment for  
     AHTD Job Number 020471 
 
 
Dear Ms. Otto: 
 
An Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the referenced project was signed 
August 17, 2005 and a Record of Decision (ROD) was issued by FHWA on May 2, 2006.  
 
The referenced project was divided into several construction projects, one of which is 
AHTD Job 020471, F.A.P. Number NCIIP-A122 (1), Hwy. 425-Hwy. 278 East (Gr. & 
Strs.) (Monticello Bypass), in Drew County.  The project is 8.6 miles (13.8 kilometers) in 
length, all on new location. 
 
The proposed project will construct a two-lane facility with a railroad crossing, but will 
acquire right of way for a future four-lane facility, interchanges, and grade separations.  
 



AHTD Job Number 001873, P.E. 
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We have reassessed the design and the enclosed figure demonstrates where the following 
changes were made since the FEIS and ROD were approved.   
 

• The alignment was shifted between Stations 45+92 and 47+70 to avoid the 
Adcock Creek and Hurricane Creek floodplain north of the Highway 35 
interchange.  Use of the original alignment would have required 4,648 linear feet 
(1,417 linear meters) of stream channel relocations.  The proposed location of the 
facility was shifted to the east, crossing the floodplains at a more perpendicular 
alignment.  This design change reduced the stream impacts to 753 feet 
(230 meters) of channel relocation.  
 

• The alignment was shifted 38 feet (11.5 meters) north between Stations 4503+00 
to 4610+00 because of constructability issues with a box culvert near the Union 
Pacific Railroad crossing.  An unnamed intermittent tributary to Sandy Creek will 
require 985 linear feet of channel relocation to align the creek with the box culvert 
and railroad bridge. 
 

• An overpass was added at County Road 36 as a result of public input and 
additional traffic analysis; it is one of the heaviest travelled roads in the area and 
goes into the next county. 
 

• Grade separations were considered at County Roads 46 and 50 in the 
Environmental Impact Statement. After comparing the cost estimates for 
construction of grade separations versus paying costs for severing access to the 
land-locked parcels, the additional right of way costs were substantially less. 
Therefore from a cost standpoint; it is not feasible to build grade separations to 
reconnect County Roads 46 and 50 across the proposed bypass.  These were 
removed from the project plans.  The estimated cost information that supports this 
decision is enclosed. 
 

• The alignment was shifted north of the Highway 278 interchange, between Station 
4660+00 and Station 5000+00, to avoid a precision leveled farm operation.  
 

A Design Public Hearing was held on September 8, 2009; the Public Hearing transcript 
and Disposition of Comments is enclosed.  The final clearance from the State Historic 
Preservation Officer is also enclosed. 
 
This reevaluation of the environmental impacts resulting from design modifications was 
conducted through document review, site visits, public meetings, and the evaluation of 
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DISPOSITION OF COMMENTS 
Design Public Hearing 

Job 020471 
Hwy. 425 – Hwy. 278 East (Gr. & Strs.) 

(Monticello Bypass) 
Drew County 

 
 

 

An Open Forum Design Public Hearing for this project was held on September 8, 2009, 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Sadie Johnson Community Center, 182 N. Larkin in 
Monticello, Arkansas  The proposed design was displayed on an aerial photograph, 
depicting design features on an approximate scale of 1”:100’.  Representatives of various 
AHTD Divisions as well as District 2 were present to explain the proposed design and to 
answer questions.  Copies of the Environmental Assessment and other general project 
information were available. 
 
Twenty-one written comments were received.  Summaries of these comments and 
responses follow: 
 
COMMENT: Ann Cash stated that she was glad to see a portion of I-69 being 
constructed in southeast Arkansas, and the construction of I-69 would be good for this 
area of the state. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: The Richard Woods and Jesse Smith property offers no limitations to the 
project. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Mike Smith favors the project and would also like the Department to 
consider a connection between Little Rock, Arkansas and Monroe, Louisiana. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Dan Pevy, Johnnie Bolin, Truman Hamilton and Frank Henry, Jr. favor 
doing everything possible to move the construction of I-69 forward as soon as possible. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Mr. and Mrs. David Miller, Billy and Darlene Holland, Joe Fakojni and 
Linda Gentry favor the proposed design. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Reginald Glover stated that the route selected is appropriate and best 
suited. 
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RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Dorothy Sharp and David Wilson stated that the project would greatly 
help the traffic flow in the area. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Rusty Smith states that the proposed project would provide economic 
development by bringing more business to Monticello. 
RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Russell Corker stated that this plan looked like the best route, and the 
project is needed to open up this area of the state to new growth. 

RESPONSE: Comment noted. 
 
COMMENT: Peggy Pritchard expressed concern about the amount of property the 
Department will be acquiring to construct the proposed improvements and how the 
proposed improvements will limit access to her property. Ms. Pritchard also stated the 
proposed improvements would cause drainage problems on her remaining property. 

RESPONSE: Ms. Pritchard’s concerns pertaining to access to the remaining property 
will be addressed during the right of way appraisal and acquisition phase.  The proposed 
highway improvements will not cause any increased drainage problems to Ms. 
Pritchard’s property.   
 
COMMENT: William and Patsy Hunter and James Ross, Jr. are concerned about 
property south and east of the proposed highway that will be landlocked and request that 
we move the road east to minimize the impacts to the Hunter’s property. 

RESPONSE:  Prior to this Design Public Hearing, in an effort to provide information 
and seek input from area residents, the Department conducted Public Involvement 
meetings and Location Public Hearings.   Based on information gathered at these 
meetings and in conjunction with the development of the project’s environmental impact 
statement, the alignment presented at this Public Hearing was identified as the Selected 
Alternative. The Hunter’s concern pertaining to access will be addressed in the right of 
way appraisal and acquisition phase. 
 
COMMENT: Rachel Lane is concerned about the close proximity of her home to the 
proposed improvements. 

RESPONSE: Ms. Lane’s concern will be addressed in the right of way appraisal and 
acquisition phase. 
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Mr. Lynn P. Malbrough 
Division Head 
Environmental Division 
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department 
P.O. Box 2261 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261 

RE: Drew County - Monticello 
Section 106 Review - FHWA 
Report Entitled "Addendum to AHTD Job 
Number 020471, Hwy. 425 - Hwy. 278 
East (Monticello Bypass) Drew County" 
AHPP Project Number 668 15 

Dear Mr. Malbrough: 

My staff has reviewed the referenced cultural resources survey report 
addendum and concurs with the findings and conclusions presented therein. 
Specifically, archeological site 3DR3 10 is ineligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, we issue a no historic 
properties affected finding and have no objection to the proposed undertaking. 

Thank you for your interest and concern for the cultural heritage of Arkansas. 
If you have any questions, please contact George McCluskey of my staff at 
(501) 324-9880. 

Sincerely, 

Frances McSwain 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

cc: Federal Highway Administration 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana, Inc. 
Arkansas Archeological Survey 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Mr. George McCluskey 
Suction 106 Review Ofticex 

OCT 0 5 2009 

1 500 Tower Building 
323 Center Street 
Little Rock, Arkansas 7220 1 

Re: AHTD Job Number 02047 1 
Hwy. 425 - Hwy. 278 East 
(Monticcllo Bypaes) 
Drew County 

Deer Mr. McCluskey: 

A Cultutsl Resource Survey for the referenced project is cncloscd. Please review for 
com;umncc with the findings of my staff. If you have any questions or require additional 
infimnabion, please contact Chnis Branam of my staff at 501 369-2594. 

~,mnlp.M.lb* \ 
Division Head 
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Price, Brenda

From: Wylie, Keli Lynn
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 9:31 AM
To: Malbrough, Lynn P.
Cc: Baber, John E.; Cruce, Martin; Ellis, Rick; Clements, Charles; Price, Brenda
Subject: Job 020471

Lynn,

The cost estimates for the County Road 46 and County Road 50 overpasses are 
broken out below.  

County Road 46:

Roadway = $610,000.00
Bridge = $800,000.00

TOTAL COST = $1,410,000.00

County Road 50:

Roadway = $664,000.00
Bridge = $800,000.00

TOTAL COST = $1,464,000.00

Roadway costs were determined using Estimated Cost Per Mile (updated July 2009).  
Bridge costs were determined by Bridge Design Division.

If any additional information is needed, please let me know.

Thanks!

Keli L. Wylie, P.E.
Senior Design Engineer
Roadway Design Division
Arkansas Highway & Transportation Department
10324 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72209
501-569-2525
501-569-2057 (fax)
keli.wylie@arkansashighways.com






















