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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
 
 

INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
 

May 2, 2017 
 

 
 
TO: Master Files 
 
 
FROM: John Fleming, Division Head, Environmental Division 
 
 
SUBJECT: AHTD Job Number 061557 
 Biene Creek Culvert Replacement (S) 
 Prairie County 
 Environmental Documentation for State Funded Projects 
 
 

The purpose of this project is to replace a culvert that failed on Highway 323 south of 
Des Arc in Prairie County.  The attached figure illustrates the project location. 

Existing Highway 323 consists of two paved 10-foot wide travel lanes with 4-foot wide 
shoulders.  Existing right of way width is 210 feet. 

Proposed improvements include a double 8’ x 9’ x 135’ reinforced box culvert with two 
10-foot wide paved travel lanes and 4-foot wide shoulders.  No additional right of way 
will be required for this project. 
After appropriate environmental review it has been determined that the subject job will 
not affect any wetlands or cultural resources.  Field inspections found no evidence of 
existing underground storage tanks or hazardous waste deposits.  This project is excluded 
from Section 106 review under the Memorandum of Agreement between the AHTD, 
FHWA, and SHPO executed June 21, 1999. 

The USFWS IPAC website lists three birds, four mussels, and Pondberry (Lindera 
melissifolia) as a potentially affected species for projects at this location.  Due to the 
limited scope of the project, lack of habitat present within the project area, and distance 
to known populations, a determination was made that the project will not affect the three 
bird species, Pondberry, and Scaleshell mussel (Leptodea leptodon).  Due to the 
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proximity to the White River and known populations of the remaining mussel species a 
determination was made that the project, may affect but not likely to adversely affect the 
species.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service concurrence is attached.  

Construction should be allowed under the terms of a Nationwide 14 Section 404 Clean 
Water Act Permit for Linear Transportation Projects as defined in the Federal Register 
82(4):1860-2008. 
 
JF:JB:fc 
 
Attachments:   
 Location Map 
 Section 106 Clearance 
 Section 7 Coordination 
 Environmental Study Checklist 
 Design Sheet 
 
c: Program Management 
 Right of Way 
 Roadway Design 
 District 6 
 Master File 
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From: Lewis, Lindsey
To: Matthews, Mickey W.
Subject: Re: 061557 Biene Creek Culvert Replacement
Date: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 8:19:16 AM

Mickey,

The Service does not have any information indicating that there are any federally listed species
 in the directly affected area of this action due to the limited nature of the action, habitat type,
 disturbed environment, and distance to any known species locations.  Therefore, the Service
 concurs with AHTD's assessment and determination.

Thanks,

Lindsey Lewis
Biologist

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Arkansas Field Office
110 South Amity Rd., Suite 300
Conway, Arkansas  72032

(501) 513-4489 - voice
(501) 513-4480 - fax
Lindsey_Lewis@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties.

On Mon, Apr 24, 2017 at 2:00 PM, Matthews, Mickey W. <Mickey.Matthews@ahtd.ar.gov>
 wrote:

Lindsey,

The culvert for Biene Creek (Des Arc, AR) under Hwy 323 has failed and will be replaced
 on existing alignment. The culvert will be excavated and replaced with an 8’X9’X135’
 concrete culvert.

Threatened and Endangered Species possibly occurring in the Action Area (the project area
 and a small distance downstream in the White River:

 

Fat pocketbook mussel Potamilus capax Endangered-Suitable habitat for the fat pocketbook
 in the lower White River in the immediate area of the project is unlikely.

 

Rabbitsfoot Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica Threatened Rabbitsfoot critical habitat is
 approximately 40 miles downstream and are not known from the project area.

mailto:lindsey_lewis@fws.gov
mailto:Mickey.Matthews@ahtd.ar.gov
mailto:Lindsey_Lewis@fws.gov
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Farkansas-es%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMickey.Matthews%40ahtd.ar.gov%7C06f297761bb249e0a29a08d48bddaa64%7C98988d93f1ee41e88aeaff73b005b87d%7C1%7C0%7C636287231558875333&sdata=J75F9ywxUB1hjIDvd5cERDzhxJEOIuKW6Invgim3fHM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Mickey.Matthews@ahtd.ar.gov


 

Pink mucket pearly mussel Lampsilis abrupta Endangered Pick muckets are known from
 upstream within the White River and downstream ~20miles near De Vallls Bluff.

 

Due to the limited nature of the project and distance to known T&E mussel populations in
 the White River, the AHTD is requesting concurrence with the determination that the
 culvert replacement on Biene Creek may affect, but not likely to adversely affect these
 species.

Mickey Matthews

 





Date Sent: 4-21-2017 

ROADWAY DESIGN REQUEST 

Job Number 061557  FAP No. 9990 County Prairie 

Job Name Biene Creek Culvert Replacement (S) 

Design Engineer Stephen Sichmeller Environmental Staff 

Brief Project Description Replace R.C. Box Culvert 

A. Existing Conditions: 

Roadway Width: 28’ 

Number of Lanes and Width: 2@10’ 

Shoulder Type/Width: 4’ Paved 

Existing Right-of-Way: 210’ 

Sidewalks? No Location: Width: 

Bike Lanes? No Location: Width: 

B. Proposed Conditions: 

Roadway Width: 28’ 

Number of Lanes and Width: 2@10’ 

Shoulder Type/Width: 4’ Paved 

Proposed Right-of-Way: N/A 

Sidewalks? No Location: Width: 

Bike Lanes? No Location: Width: 

C. Construction Information: 
If detour: Where: N/A Length: 

D. Design Traffic Data: 
ADT: ADT: % Trucks: 

Design Speed: m.p.h. 

E. Approximate total length of project: mile(s) 

F. Justification for proposed improvements: 

G. Total Relocatees: N/A Residences: N/A Businesses: N/A 

H. Have you coordinated with any outside agencies (e.g., FHWA, City, County, etc.)? 

Agency/Official Person Contacted Date 


























