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The AHTD Environmental Division has reviewed the referenced project and it falls 
within the definition of the Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion as defined by the AHTD/FHWA 
Memorandum of Agreement on the processing of Categorical Exclusions. 

The Highway 18 corridor in Jonesboro, Arkansas is a heavily travelled principal arterial 
roadway. The surrounding land uses are a mix of residential, commercial, and industrial 
developments. The intersection of Highway 18 with the BNSF Railroad crossing 
currently operates at a Level of Service “D”. There are approximately 34 trains per day 
utilizing the at-grade crossing, following no set timetable and often stopping on the 
crossing for up to 50 minutes at a time. The intersection ceases to operate at these times, 
and causes significant delay for both motorists and emergency vehicles. 

The purpose of the proposed railroad overpass is to eliminate vehicle conflicts and delays 
at the existing Highway 18 railroad crossing and to provide emergency service vehicles 
an unimpeded path across the tracks. Total length of the project is approximately 0.5 
miles along Highway 18, and includes improvements to multiple side roads and a new 
bridge structure over the BNSF Railroad at Watt Street. A project location map is 
attached (Attachment A). 

The existing roadway consists of four 11-foot travel lanes with a 12-foot center turn 
lane with curb and gutter shoulders. Sidewalks are present on both sides of Highway 18 
throughout most of the project corridor, with widths varying from 4-6 feet. Existing 
right of way width also varies, ranging from 80-120 feet. 

Proposed improvements along Highway 18 include four  11-foot  travel  lanes  with  a 
12-foot center turn lane with 6-foot wide sidewalks and a new bridge over the BNSF 
Railroad. Watt Street will be reconstructed with two 12-foot wide paved travel lanes 
and a 6-foot wide pedestrian sidewalk on the west side, along with a new bridge 
structure over the BNSF Railroad.  

Minor improvements are proposed for several adjacent roadways. Nettleton Avenue will 
be realigned slightly to the south to allow for the Watt Street overpass to be constructed 
with acceptable approach slopes. Irby Street and Arch Street will be realigned in order to 
maintain their access to Highway 18 east of the new Highway 18 bridge location. Cain 
Street will be widened, new curb and gutter installed, and a new traffic signal will be 
installed at the intersection of Cain Street and Nettleton Avenue. The various 
improvements can be viewed in Attachment I. 
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Design data for this project is as follows: 
 

Design Year Average Daily Traffic Percent Trucks Design Speed 

2018 15,000 5 40 mph 

2038 17,000 5 40 mph 

 
 
Approximately 5.96 acres of permanent right of way are required for the project, along 
with approximately 0.75 acres of temporary construction easements. There are a total of 
11 relocations associated with the proposed improvements. The relocations consist of 1 
residential owner, 1 residential tenant, 6 business owners, and 3 business tenants. A 
summary of the impacted properties is attached (Attachment E).  Public Law 91-646, 
Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1970, as amended, will apply with respect to the 
required permanent right of way and temporary construction easements.  
 
The FHWA Traffic Noise Model (TNM 2.5) was used to perform an assessment of the 
predicted noise impacts occurring within 500 feet of the proposed improvements. Noise 
sensitive receptors were evaluated using both the base year (2018) and design year (2038) 
traffic volumes. None of the noise sensitive receptors located along the proposed project 
corridor are predicted to experience noise impacts resulting from noise levels that 
approach or exceed 67 dB(A) during the design year. The Noise Assessment is attached 
(Attachment F). 
 
A Cultural Resources survey was performed on all properties impacted by the proposed 
improvements as defined by the project map in Attachment A. The project was 
coordinated with the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program and appropriate Native 
American tribal authorities (Attachments C and D). A Cultural Resources clearance is 
found in Attachment C. There are no Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice 
issues, prime farmlands, or 4(f)/6(f) properties involved with this project.  
 

A records search identified two leaking underground storage tank sites within the project 
corridor.  These gas stations are: The Market #19 located at 3915 E Highland Avenue, 
and Jordan’s Kwik Stop #31 located at 4502 E Nettleton Drive. Record summaries 
(Attachment H) show that the sites are still under ADEQ compliance measures.  A 
Discovery Special Provision will be added to the contract to address actions to be taken if 
contamination is encountered during construction. 
 
No streams or natural wetlands were identified in the project area. A man-made wetland 
that is serving as a Stormwater BMP will have to be relocated in the vicinity of the 
intersection of Watt Street and Highway 18. Construction work will require a Nationwide 
404 permit, a 401 Water Quality Permit, and a Short-Term Activity Authorization.  
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Correspondence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service dated January 11, 2016 
indicates that there are four protected species known to occur in the region: Fat 
Pocketbook mussel (Potamilus capax), Pondberry (Lindera melissifolia), Scaleshell 
mussel (Leptodea leptodon) and the Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).  However, 
due to the lack of available habitat within the project area, the nature and footprint of the 
proposed improvements, and observations made during site visits, the determination has 
been made that the project will have no effect on threatened or endangered species. 
 
A Public Involvement Meeting was held on October 15, 2015.  A synopsis of this 
meeting is attached, (Attachment G). 
 
The following commitments have been made in respect to the project: 
 

 Appropriate Section 404 and 401 Water Quality permits will be obtained prior to 
disturbances of any jurisdictional waters of the US. 

 A Short Term Activity Authorization will be obtained from ADEQ prior to 
construction activities. 

 A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan will be developed and a local NPDES 
permit obtained prior to construction activities. 

 Implementation of a Discovery Special Provision in case hazardous materials are 
impacted by the project. 
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