
ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY 
AND 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

Scott E. Bennett 
Director 

Telephone (501) 569-2000 
Voice/TTY 711 

P.O. Box 2261 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261 

Telefax (501) 569-2400 
www.arkansashighways.com 

June 2, 2017 

Mr. Angel Correa 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
700 West Capitol, Room 3130  
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3298 

Re: Job Number 050280 
FAP Number PEN-0073(60) 
Joy-Searcy (Safety Impvts.) (S) 
White County 
Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion 

Dear Mr. Correa: 

The Environmental Division has reviewed the referenced project and it falls within the definition 
of the Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion as defined by the AHTD/FHWA Memorandum of 
Agreement on the processing of Categorical Exclusions.  The following information is included 
for your review and, if acceptable, approval as the environmental documentation for this project. 

The purpose of this project is to improve safety on Highway 36 in White County.  Extending 
from the township of Joy to the city of Searcy, the total length of the project is 8.75 miles.  A 
project location map is enclosed. 

The existing roadway consists of two 11-foot wide paved travel lanes with 2-foot wide 
shoulders.  The existing right of way width is approximately 80 feet. 

Proposed improvements include 4-foot wide paved shoulders and shoulder rumble strips along 
the entire length of the project and other proposed improvements in specific areas as described 
below. 

Joy Area – flattening a series of three existing curves by connecting the two outermost curve 
transitions with a new road cut; and installing a centerline rumble stripe. 
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Center Hill Area – widening the existing travel lanes to 12 feet; installing a 12-foot wide center 
turn lane; widening paved shoulders to 4-foot and adding 2-foot wide gravel shoulders. 

Area west of Searcy – widening the existing travel lanes to 12 feet; installing a 12-foot wide left 
turn lane; widening paved shoulders to 4-foot and adding 2-foot wide gravel shoulders. 

The average new right of way width will range from 115 feet to 240 feet.  Approximately 15 
acres of additional right of way will be required for this project.   

Design data for this project is as follows: 

Design Year Average Daily Traffic Percent Trucks Design Speed 
2017 6,600 9 55 mph 
2037 9,400 9 55 mph 

There are no relocatees or Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice issues associated with 
this project.  Field inspections found no evidence of underground storage tanks or hazardous 
waste deposits.  Impacts to cultural resources are not anticipated; concurrence from the State 
Historic Preservation Officer is enclosed.  Approximately 3.3 acres of Prime Farmland and 
1.7 acres of Farmland of State Importance will be converted to highway right of way.  Form 
NRCS-CPA-106 is enclosed.   

Based upon the AHTD’s Policy on Highway Traffic Noise Abatement, a noise analysis is not 
required for this project.  The project meets the criteria for a Type III project established in 23 
CFR 772.  Type III projects do not involve added capacity, construction of new through lanes or 
auxiliary lanes, substantial changes in the horizontal or vertical alignment of the roadway or 
exposure of noise sensitive land uses to a new or existing highway noise source.  A highway 
traffic noise impact analysis is therefore not required.  AHTD acknowledges that a noise analysis 
is required if changes to the proposed project result in reclassification to a Type I project. 

White County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program.  All of the floodplain 
encroachments within this highway construction project will be designed to comply with the 
county’s local flood damage prevention ordinance.  The project lies within Zone A, Special 
Flood Hazard Area.  The final project design will be reviewed to confirm that the design is 
adequate and that the potential risk to life and property are minimized.  Adjacent properties 
should not be impacted or have a greater flood risk than existed before construction of the 
project.  None of the encroachments will constitute a significant floodplain encroachment or a 
significant risk to property or life.   

Construction of this project will impact four unnamed intermittent streams and one scrub/shrub 
wetland.  Stream impacts include the extension of culverts at stations 125+35, 140+46, 205+55, 
and 208+72; channel cleanouts at stations 125+35, 205+55 and 208+72; and stream relocations 
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between stations 125+35 and 127+58 and between stations 208+72 and 210+52.  The stream 
relocations are sections within the existing roadside ditches and will be relocated to the new 
ditches without the loss of stream length or function.  Approximately 0.05 acre of scrub/shrub 
wetlands near station 403+75 will be filled due to the realignment of the Highway 305/Highway 
36 intersection.  Construction of this project should be covered under the terms of a Nationwide 
Permit 14 for Linear Transportation Projects as defined in the Federal Register 82(4):1860–2008. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) IPaC website lists the following four threatened and 
four endangered species as potentially occuring within the project boundaries: northern long-
eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis); Piping Plover (Charadrious melodus); Red Knot (Calidris 
canutus rufa); rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica); gray bat (Myotis grisescens); fat 
pocketbook (Potamilus capax); pink mucket (Lampsilis abrupta); and the scaleshell mussell 
(Leptodea leptodon).  Based on the lack of available/suitable habitat in the project area, it has 
been determined that the project will have no effect on the non-bat species.  The USFWS 
concurred with the determination that the project is not likely to adversely affect the northern 
long-eared bat and gray bat on January 11, 2017.  The concurrence was based on limited habitat 
adjacent to the action and no records to indicate that there are any species in the immediate 
vicinity.  USFWS coordination is enclosed. 

A public involvement meeting for this project was held on November 10, 2016 in Searcy, 
Arkansas.  A public involvement synopsis is enclosed.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Environmental Division at 569-2281. 

Sincerely, 

John Fleming 
Division Head 
Environmental Division 

Enclosures 

JF:MP:fc 

c:  Program Management 
Right of Way 
Roadway Design 
District 5 
Master File 
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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY 
AND 	 96667,4)-2, 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

Scott E. E. Bennett 
Director 

Telephone (501) 569-2000 
Voice/TTY 711 

P.O. Box 2261 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261 

Telefax (501) 569-2400 
www.arkansashighways.com  

October 18, 2016 

Mr. Robert Scoggin 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

AHPP 
()EC 0 2 2016 

RE: AHTD Job No. 050280 
Joy-Searcy (Safety Impvts.) (S) 
White County 

Dear Mr. Scoggin: 

Enclosed for your review is a Project Identification Form regarding the above referenced 
project. Please provide your effect finding as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions, contact Richard Jenkins of my staff at 569-2357. 

Sincerely, 
• 

41 John Fleming 
Division Head 
Environmental Division 

JF:DW:RJ:ym 

Enclosure 
PIF 

DEC 0 2 2016 
Date 
This uncivking will have no 

Ariverse effect on historic properties. 
ixa.sen.044-74}1cAtteaa.:-/4..7 

— 	Frances klcriwain, Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

DEC 02 2016 







May 09, 2017

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office

110 South Amity Suite 300
Conway, AR 72032-8975

Phone: (501) 513-4470 Fax: (501) 513-4480
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es

In Reply Refer To:
Consultation Code: 04ER1000-2017-SLI-0757
Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01004 
Project Name: Joy - Searcy (Safety Impvts.)

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies endangered, threatened, proposed, and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 ). et seq. This letter only
provides an official species list and technical assistance; if you determine that listed species
and/or designated critical habitat may be affected in any way by the proposed project, even
if the effect is wholly beneficial, consultation with the Service will be necessary.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 ), federal agencies are required toet seq.
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found on our website.

Please visit our website at http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/home.html for
species-specific guidance to avoid and minimize adverse effects to federally endangered,

Our web site also contains additionalthreatened, proposed, and candidate species. 
information on species life history and habitat requirements that may be useful in project
planning.

If your project involves in-stream construction activities, oil and natural gas infrastructure,
road construction, transmission lines, or communication towers, please review our project

http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es
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specific guidance at .http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/ProjSpec.html

The karst region of Arkansas is a unique region that covers the andnorthern third of Arkansas 
we have specific guidance to conserve sensitive cave-obligate and bat species. Please visit 

 to determine if your project occurs in thehttp://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/Karst.html
Proper implementation and maintenance ofkarst region and to view karst specific-guidance. 

best management practices specified in these guidance documents is necessary to avoid adverse
effects to federally protected species and often avoids the more lengthy formal consultation
process.

If your species list includes any mussels, Northern Long-eared Bat, Indiana Bat,
Yellowcheek Darter, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, or American Burying Beetle, your
project may require a presence/absence and/or habitat survey prior to commencing project

Please check the appropriate species-specific guidance on our website to determine ifactivities. 
your project requires a survey. We strongly recommend that you contact the appropriate staff
species lead biologist (see office directory or species page) prior to conducting presence/absence
surveys to ensure the appropriate level of effort and methodology.

Under the ESA, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or its designated
representative to determine if a proposed action "may affect" endangered, threatened, or
proposed species, or designated critical habitat, and if so, to consult with the Service

 Similarly, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or project proponent, notfurther.
the Service, to make “no effect” determinations. If you determine that your proposed action will
have “no effect” on threatened or endangered species or their respective critical habitat, you do
not need to seek concurrence with the Service. Nevertheless, it is a violation of Federal law to
harm or harass any federally-listed threatened or endangered fish or wildlife species without the
appropriate permit.

Through the consultation process, we will analyze information contained in a biological
assessment that you provide. If your proposed action is associated with Federal funding or
permitting, consultation will occur with the Federal agency under section 7(a)(2) of the ESA.
Otherwise, an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA (also known as a
habitat conservation plan) is necessary to harm or harass federally listed threatened or
endangered fish or wildlife species. In either case, there is no mechanism for authorizing
incidental take “after-the-fact.” For more information regarding formal consultation and HCPs,
please see the Service's Consultation Handbook and Habitat Conservation Plans at
www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/index.html#consultations.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act,  This verification can bethe accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days.
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and

http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/ProjSpec.html
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implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number
in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your
project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office
110 South Amity Suite 300
Conway, AR 72032-8975
(501) 513-4470
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 04ER1000-2017-SLI-0757

Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01004

Project Name: Joy - Searcy (Safety Impvts.)

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: Minor widening (select sections) and adding shoulders

Project Location:
 Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps:

https://www.google.com/maps/place/35.266362599196796N91.89581876274258W

Counties: White, AR

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 8 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on your species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species
that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list
because a project could affect downstream species. See the "Critical habitats" section below for
those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area. Please contact the
designated FWS office if you have questions.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/35.266362599196796N91.89581876274258W
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Mammals

NAME STATUS

 Gray Bat (Myotis grisescens)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329

Endangered

 Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Birds

NAME STATUS

 Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
Population: except Great Lakes watershed
There is a   designated for this species. Your location is outside the designatedfinal critical habitat
critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Threatened

 Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864

Threatened

Clams

NAME STATUS

 Fat Pocketbook (Potamilus capax)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2780

Endangered

 Pink Mucket (pearlymussel) (Lampsilis abrupta)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829

Endangered

 Rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica)
There is a   designated for this species. Your location is outside the designatedfinal critical habitat
critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165

Threatened

 Scaleshell Mussel (Leptodea leptodon)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5881

Endangered

Critical habitats

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039#crithab
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2780
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165#crithab
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5881
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There are no critical habitats within your project area.





PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SYNOPSIS  
 

Job Number 050280 
Joy-Searcy (Safety Impvts.) (Hwy. 36) 

White County 
Thursday, November 10, 2016 

 
An open forum Public Involvement meeting for the proposed project was held from 4:00-
7:00pm at the Valley Baptist Church, 3328 Highway 36 in Searcy on Thursday, 
November 10, 2016.  Efforts to involve minorities and the public in the meeting included: 
 

• Display advertisement placed in The Daily Citizen on Sunday, October 30, 2016 
and Sunday, November 6, 2016. 

• Outreach letters mailed to Public Officials. 
• Distribution of flyers in the project area. 

 
The following information was available at the meeting for public review and comment: 
 

• Displays of an aerial-based project location map (scale: 1 inch = 1,500 feet). 
• Preliminary project design plans (scale: 1 inch = 100 feet). 

 
Public handouts included a Citizen Comment Form and a small-scale (1 inch = 4,000 
feet) project location map.  Copies of the handouts are attached to this synopsis.   
 
Table 1 summarizes public participation at the meeting.   
 
 

TABLE 1 

Public Participation Totals 

Attendance at meeting (including AHTD staff) 63 

Citizen Comment Forms received 53 

 
 
AHTD staff reviewed and evaluated all comments received.  The summary of 
comments listed below reflects the personal perception or opinion of the person or 
organization making the statement.  The sequencing of the comments is random and is 
not intended to reflect importance or numerical values.  Some of the comments were 
combined and/or paraphrased to simplify the synopsis process. 
  



Job Number 050280 – Public Involvement Synopsis 
November 10, 2016 
Page 2 of 3 
   
Table 2 provides a summary of responses to Citizen Comment Form questions.  
 
 

TABLE 2 

Survey Results Totals 

Supports Hwy. 36 safety improvements  50 

Does not support proposed Hwy. 36 safety improvements 2 

Knowledge of historical, archeological, or cemetery sites 25 

Knowledge of area environmental constraints 4 

Home or property offers limitations to the project 3 

Suggestions to better serve the needs of the community 40 

Beneficial impacts due to the proposed project 30 

Adverse impacts due to the proposed project  3 

  
 
Comments regarding beneficial impacts included that the proposed project will: 
 

• Help handle traffic volume. 
• Improve safety for Westview Church members and visitors. 
• Improve safety for vehicles making turns. 
• Decrease accidents and save lives. 
• Make it more desirable to live west of Joy Mountain. 

 
Responses to the question regarding historical, archeological, or cemetery sites included: 
 

• Two cemeteries associated with the Smyrna Church. 
 
Responses to the question regarding area environmental constraints included: 
 

• Landfill located at the foot of Joy Mountain. 
• Oil/gas pipeline and waterline/hydrant located at intersection of Hwy. 36 and 

Centerview. 
• Tanner’s One Stop gas pumps and piping will be too close to the road. 

  





ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT (AHTD) 
 

CITIZEN COMMENT FORM 
 

AHTD JOB NUMBER 050280  
Joy-Searcy (Safety Impvts.) (Hwy. 36) 

WHITE COUNTY 
 

LOCATION: 
VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

3328 HWY. 36 
SEARCY, AR  

4:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016 

 
Make your comments on this form and leave it with AHTD personnel at the meeting or 
mail it within 15 days to:  Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department, 
Environmental Division, Post Office Box 2261, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261. 
Email: environmentalpimeetings@ahtd.ar.gov. 
 
 Yes No 

   Do you feel there is a need for the proposed safety improvements on 
Highway 36 between Joy and Searcy in White County? Comment 
(optional)                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                    

 
   Do you know of any historical sites, family cemeteries, or archaeological 

sites in the project area?  Please note and discuss with staff.   
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                      
 
   Do you know of any environmental constraints, such as endangered 

species, hazardous waste sites, existing or former landfills, or parks and 
public lands in the vicinity of the project?  Please note and discuss with 
AHTD staff.   

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                        

 
     Does your home or property offer any limitations to the project, 

such as septic systems, that the Department needs to consider in 
its design?                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                            
 

(Continue on Back) 

 

mailto:environmentalpimeetings@ahtd.ar.gov


 
   Yes No 
   Do you have a suggestion that would make this proposed project 

better serve the needs of the community?   
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                            

                        Do you feel that the proposed improvements will have any impacts             
(  Beneficial or  Adverse) on your property and/or community 
(economic, social, or environmental etc.)? Please explain.   

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

It is often necessary for the AHTD to contact property owners along potential routes. If 
you are a property owner along or adjacent to the route under consideration, please 
provide information below.  Thank you. 
Name :_____________________________________________________(Please Print) 

Address: __________________________         Phone:  (_____) _________--________ 

               __________________________ 

               __________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

 

Please make additional comments here.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

For additional information, please visit our website at www.arkansashighways.com 

 

http://www.arkansashighways.com/
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ROADWAY DESIGN REQUEST 

Job Number 050280  FAP No. PEN-0073(60)  County White 

Job Name Joy - Searcy (Safety Impvts.) (S) 

Design Engineer Stephen Sichmeller  Environmental Staff  

Brief Project Description Safety improvements including widening Hwy. 36 from 2 to 3 lanes,  

 shoulder widening, C.L. rumble stripes, and curve flattening. 

 

A. Existing Conditions: 

 

Roadway Width: 22’  Shoulder Type/Width: Open / 2’ 

  
Number of Lanes and Width: 2 @ 11’ Proposed Right-of-Way: 80’ 

  
Sidewalks? No  Location:    Width:  

   
Bike Lanes? No  Location:   Width:  

 

B. Proposed Conditions: 

 

Roadway Width: 22’, 36’  Shoulder Type/Width: 4’, 6’ 

  
Number of Lanes and Width: 2 @ 11’ Proposed Right-of-Way: 240’ 

3 @ 12’ 115’ 

  
Sidewalks? No  Location:    Width:  

   
Bike Lanes? No  Location:   Width:  

 

C. Construction Information: 

If detour: Where: N/A  Length: N/A 

 

D. Design Traffic Data: 

2017 ADT: 6600  2037 ADT: 9400  % Trucks: 9 

Design Speed: 55 m.p.h.       

 

E. Approximate total length of project: 8.750 mile(s) 

 

F. Justification for proposed improvements: Safety Improvement 

 

G. Total Relocatees: 0 Residences: 0 Businesses: 0 

 

H. Have you coordinated with any outside agencies (e.g., FHWA, City, County, etc.)? No 

 

Agency/Official Person Contacted Date 

   

   

 



ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY 
AND 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Scott E. Bennett 
Director 

Telephone (501) 569-2000 
Voice/TTY 711 

 

P.O. Box 2261 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261 

Telefax (501) 569-2400 
www.arkansashighways.com 

 

   
 

June 23, 2017 
 
 
 
Mr. Angel Correa 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
700 West Capitol, Room 3130  
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3298 
 
 Re: Job Number 050280 
  FAP Numbers PEN-0073(60) & 
    NHPP-0073(68)  
  Joy–Searcy (Safety Improvements) (S) 

 White County 
 Design Reassessment 
 
Dear Mr. Correa: 
 
The referenced project was previously evaluated in a Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion approved on 
June 2, 2017.  A reassessment of this project is required due to the addition of the proposal to 
replace two bridges along Highway 36 in White County.  Job 050322, West and East Hog Thief 
Creek Strs. & Apprs. (S), was a separate bridge construction project that has now been included 
as part of the construction for Job 050280, Joy–Searcy (Safety Improvements) (S).  It was 
decided that these jobs would be combined under Job 050280 to lessen costs, coordinate 
construction timing, and expedite project completion.  A review of the referenced project 
indicates only minor additional impacts from the original determination included in the Tier 3 
Categorical Exclusion due to the bridge replacements.  Information about the bridge 
replacements and additional impacts are outlined below. 
 
This project will replace two existing bridges on new location over West and East Hog Thief 
Creeks on Highway 36 in White County.  The length of the bridge replacement section is 0.57 
mile.  A project location map is enclosed.   
 
The existing roadway consists of two 11-foot wide paved travel lanes with 2-foot shoulders.  The 
existing right of way width averages 95 feet.  The East Hog Thief Creek structure (Bridge 
Number 02800) has a sufficiency rating of 53.4 and the West Hog Thief Creek structure (Bridge 
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Number 02803) has a sufficiency rating of 47.0.  Both the West and East Hog Thief Creek 
structures are considered functionally obsolete and both structures consist of 66’ x 26’ three-span 
continuous reinforced concrete slab bridges supported by two column concrete bents on isolated 
footings. 
 
Proposed improvements include roadway approaches with two 12-foot wide paved travel lanes 
with 8-foot shoulders (4-foot paved, 4-foot gravel).  The bridge over East Hog Thief Creek will 
consist of a 91’ x 43’ continuous composite W-Beam unit (30’-30’-30’) with trestle pile end 
bents and intermediate bents on steel shell pipe piles.  The bridge over West Hog Thief Creek 
will consist of a 102’ x 46’ continuous composite W-Beam unit (30’-40’-30’) with trestle pile 
end bents and intermediate bents on steel shell pipe piles.  Both bridges will be constructed on 
the upstream side, adjacent to the existing structures.  The existing highway and bridges will 
serve as the detour during construction.  The new right of way width will average 150 feet.  
Approximately 4.05 acres of additional right of way and 0.5 acre of temporary construction 
easement will be required for the addition of the bridges to the project. 
 
There are no relocatees or environmental justice issues associated with this project.  No impacts 
to cultural resources are anticipated with the addition of the bridges; concurrence from the State 
Historic Preservation Officer is enclosed.  Field inspections found no evidence of existing 
underground storage tanks or hazardous waste deposits.  Approximately 4.05 acres of additional 
Prime Farmland will be converted to highway right of way.  A completed Form NRCS-CPA-106 
is enclosed. 
 
No wetland impacts are anticipated due to construction of the bridges.  Construction of this 
project should be allowed under the terms of Nationwide Permit 14 for Linear Transportation 
Projects as defined in the Federal Register 82 (4):1860 – 2008. 
 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) IPaC database determined that four 
threatened and four endangered species could be located within the project boundaries.  The 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), gray bat (Myotis grisescens), Piping Plover 
(Charadrius melodus), Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa), fat pocketbook (Potamilus capax), 
pink mucket (Lamsilis abrupta), rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica), and the scaleshell 
mussel (Leptdea leptodon) were identified as listed species that may occur within the project 
area.  Based on the lack of available/suitable habitat in the project area and distance to known 
populations for the Piping Plover, Red Knot, fat pocketbook, pink mucket, rabbitsfoot, and 
scaleshell mussel it has been determined that the project will have no effect on these species.  
Based on the limited size of the area being cleared, proximity to the existing right of way, 
minimal adjacent habitat, and distance to known species locations for the northern long-eared bat 
and the gray bat it has been determined that the project is not likely to adversely affect these 
species.  The proposed action is compliant with the USFWS programmatic biological opinion for 
the final 4(d) rule.  Concurrence from the USFWS for the bridge addition was received on May 
11, 2017 and is enclosed. 
 
Because White County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, all of the 
floodplain encroachments within the bridge construction areas will be designed to comply with 
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the county’s local flood damage prevention ordinance.  The project lies within Zone A, Special 
Flood Hazard Area, see enclosed map.  The final project design will be reviewed to confirm that 
the design is adequate and that the potential risk to life and property are minimized.  Adjacent 
properties should not be impacted nor have a greater flood risk than existed before construction 
of the project.  None of the encroachments will constitute a significant floodplain encroachment 
or a significant risk to property or life. 

Noise predictions have been made for this project utilizing the Federal Highway 
Administration’s TNM 2.5 (Traffic Noise Model) procedures.  These procedures indicate that 
noise levels are below the FHWA noise criteria beyond the project’s proposed right of way limits 
with no sensitive receptors currently impacted.  Any increases in roadway noise levels will not 
be the result of the proposed project, but instead a result of traffic volume increases during the 
planning period (Year 2037).  Therefore, any noise level increases will occur independently of 
this proposed project, and no project related noise impacts are anticipated.  In compliance with 
Federal guidelines, local authorities will not require notification.  A Noise Analysis is enclosed. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Environmental Division at 569-2281. 

Sincerely, 

John Fleming 
Division Head 
Environmental Division 

Enclosures 

JF:TT:fc 

c:  Program Management 
Right of Way 
Roadway Design 
Bridge Division  
District 5 
Master File 
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AHTD JOB NUMBER 050322 

NOISE ANALYSIS 

 

Fundamentals of Sound and Noise 
 
“Noise” is defined as an unwanted sound.  Sounds are described as noise if they interfere 
with an activity or disturb the person hearing them.  Sound is measured in a logarithmic 
unit called a decibel (dB).  The human ear is more sensitive to middle and high frequency 
sounds than it is to low frequency sounds, so sound levels are weighted to more closely 
reflect human perceptions.  These “A-weighted” sounds are measured using the decibel 
unit dB(A).  Because the dB(A) is based on a logarithmic scale, a 10 dB(A) increase in 
sound level is generally perceived as twice as loud while a 3 dB(A) increase is just barely 
perceptible to the human ear.   
 
Sound levels fluctuate with time depending on the sources of the sound audible at a 
specific location.  In addition, the degree of annoyance associated with certain sounds 
varies by time of day, depending on other ambient sounds affecting the listener and the 
activities of the listener.  The time-varying fluctuations in sound levels at a fixed location 
can be quite complex, so they are typically reported using statistical or mathematical 
descriptors that are a function of sound intensity and time.  A commonly used descriptor 
of the equivalent sound level is Leq, which represents the equivalent of a steady, 
unvarying level over a defined period of time containing the same level of sound energy 
as the time varying noise environment.  Leq(h) is a sound level averaged over one hour.  
For highway projects, the Leq(h) is commonly used to describe traffic-generated sound 
levels at locations of outdoor human use and activity (such as residences). 
 
Noise Impact Criteria 
 
Traffic noise impacts take place when the predicted traffic noise levels approach or 
exceed the noise abatement standard, or when the predicted traffic noise levels exceed the 
existing noise level by ten dB(A) (decibels on the A-scale).  The noise abatement 
standard of 67 dB(A) is used for sensitive noise receptors such as residences, schools, 
churches, and parks.  The term “approach” is considered to be one dB(A) less than the 
noise abatement standard. 
 
The number of noise receptors was estimated for this project utilizing the Federal 
Highway Administration’s Traffic Noise Model 2.5, existing and proposed roadway 
information, existing traffic information, and projected traffic levels for 2037. 
 
Traffic noise analyses 
 
Traffic noise analyses were performed for the project utilizing a roadway cross-section 
for Highway 36 consisting of two 12-foot paved travel lanes and 4-foot wide paved 
shoulders.   
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Effects of Project  
 
The traffic noise estimates for the project resulted in a noise abatement distance of 110 
feet from the centerline of Highway 36.  No sensitive receptors located along the 
proposed project location are predicted to experience noise impacts resulting from noise 
levels that approach or exceed 67 dB(A) during the design year. 
 
To avoid noise levels in excess of design levels, any future receptors should be located a 
minimum of 10 feet beyond the distance that the noise abatement standard is projected to 
occur.  This distance should be used as a general guide and not a specific rule since the 
noise will vary depending upon the roadway grades and other noise contributions. 
 
Any excessive project noise, due to construction operations, should be of short duration 
and have a minimum adverse effect on land uses or activities associated with this project 
area. 
 
In compliance with Federal guidelines, a copy of this analysis will be transmitted to the 
White River Planning and Development District for possible use in present and future 
land use planning. 
 
 
 



May 10, 2017

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office

110 South Amity Suite 300
Conway, AR 72032-8975

Phone: (501) 513-4470 Fax: (501) 513-4480
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es

In Reply Refer To:
Consultation Code: 04ER1000-2017-SLI-0763
Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01018 
Project Name: West & East Hog Thief Creek Strs. & Apprs.

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies endangered, threatened, proposed, and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 ). et seq. This letter only
provides an official species list and technical assistance; if you determine that listed species
and/or designated critical habitat may be affected in any way by the proposed project, even
if the effect is wholly beneficial, consultation with the Service will be necessary.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 ), federal agencies are required toet seq.
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found on our website.

Please visit our website at http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/home.html for
species-specific guidance to avoid and minimize adverse effects to federally endangered,

Our web site also contains additionalthreatened, proposed, and candidate species. 
information on species life history and habitat requirements that may be useful in project
planning.

If your project involves in-stream construction activities, oil and natural gas infrastructure,
road construction, transmission lines, or communication towers, please review our project

http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es


05/10/2017 Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01018   2

   

specific guidance at .http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/ProjSpec.html

The karst region of Arkansas is a unique region that covers the andnorthern third of Arkansas 
we have specific guidance to conserve sensitive cave-obligate and bat species. Please visit 

 to determine if your project occurs in thehttp://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/Karst.html
Proper implementation and maintenance ofkarst region and to view karst specific-guidance. 

best management practices specified in these guidance documents is necessary to avoid adverse
effects to federally protected species and often avoids the more lengthy formal consultation
process.

If your species list includes any mussels, Northern Long-eared Bat, Indiana Bat,
Yellowcheek Darter, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, or American Burying Beetle, your
project may require a presence/absence and/or habitat survey prior to commencing project

Please check the appropriate species-specific guidance on our website to determine ifactivities. 
your project requires a survey. We strongly recommend that you contact the appropriate staff
species lead biologist (see office directory or species page) prior to conducting presence/absence
surveys to ensure the appropriate level of effort and methodology.

Under the ESA, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or its designated
representative to determine if a proposed action "may affect" endangered, threatened, or
proposed species, or designated critical habitat, and if so, to consult with the Service

 Similarly, it is the responsibility of the Federal action agency or project proponent, notfurther.
the Service, to make “no effect” determinations. If you determine that your proposed action will
have “no effect” on threatened or endangered species or their respective critical habitat, you do
not need to seek concurrence with the Service. Nevertheless, it is a violation of Federal law to
harm or harass any federally-listed threatened or endangered fish or wildlife species without the
appropriate permit.

Through the consultation process, we will analyze information contained in a biological
assessment that you provide. If your proposed action is associated with Federal funding or
permitting, consultation will occur with the Federal agency under section 7(a)(2) of the ESA.
Otherwise, an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA (also known as a
habitat conservation plan) is necessary to harm or harass federally listed threatened or
endangered fish or wildlife species. In either case, there is no mechanism for authorizing
incidental take “after-the-fact.” For more information regarding formal consultation and HCPs,
please see the Service's Consultation Handbook and Habitat Conservation Plans at
www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/index.html#consultations.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act,  This verification can bethe accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days.
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and

http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/IPaC/ProjSpec.html
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implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number
in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your
project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List



05/10/2017 Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01018   1

   

Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Arkansas Ecological Services Field Office
110 South Amity Suite 300
Conway, AR 72032-8975
(501) 513-4470



05/10/2017 Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01018   2

   

Project Summary
Consultation Code: 04ER1000-2017-SLI-0763

Event Code: 04ER1000-2017-E-01018

Project Name: West & East Hog Thief Creek Strs. & Apprs.

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: Replacing 2 bridges on new location, adjacent to existing bridges, north
side of highway

Project Location:
 Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps:

https://www.google.com/maps/place/35.270418574896794N91.90460492739483W

Counties: White, AR

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 8 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on your species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species
that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list
because a project could affect downstream species. See the "Critical habitats" section below for
those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area. Please contact the
designated FWS office if you have questions.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/35.270418574896794N91.90460492739483W
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Mammals

NAME STATUS

 Gray Bat (Myotis grisescens)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329

Endangered

 Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Birds

NAME STATUS

 Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
Population: except Great Lakes watershed
There is a   designated for this species. Your location is outside the designatedfinal critical habitat
critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Threatened

 Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864

Threatened

Clams

NAME STATUS

 Fat Pocketbook (Potamilus capax)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2780

Endangered

 Pink Mucket (pearlymussel) (Lampsilis abrupta)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829

Endangered

 Rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica)
There is a   designated for this species. Your location is outside the designatedfinal critical habitat
critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165

Threatened

 Scaleshell Mussel (Leptodea leptodon)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5881

Endangered

Critical habitats

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039#crithab
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2780
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165#crithab
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5165
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5881
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There are no critical habitats within your project area.









Date Sent: 6-8-17 

ROADWAY DESIGN REQUEST 

Job Number 050322  FAP No. NHPP-0073(68) County White 

Job Name West & East Hog Thief Creek Strs. & Apprs. (S) 

Design Engineer Stephen Sichmeller  Environmental Staff 

Brief Project Description Replacement of two bridges on a new location. 

A. Existing Conditions: 

Roadway Width: 22’ Shoulder Type/Width: 2’ 

Number of Lanes and Width: 2 @ 11’ Proposed Right-of-Way: 95’ 

Sidewalks? No Location: Width: 

Bike Lanes? No Location: Width: 

B. Proposed Conditions: 

Roadway Width: 24’ Shoulder Type/Width: 8’ Total 

(4’ Paved, 4’ Unpaved) 

Number of Lanes and Width: 2 @ 12’ Proposed Right-of-Way: 150’ 

Sidewalks? No Location: Width: 

Bike Lanes? No Location: Width: 

C. Construction Information: 

If detour: Where: N/A Length: N/A 

D. Design Traffic Data: 

2017 ADT: 2900 2037 ADT: 4000 % Trucks: 9 

Design Speed: 55 m.p.h. 

E. Approximate total length of project: 0.568 mile(s) 

F. Justification for proposed improvements: Bridges are structurally deficient. 

G. Total Relocatees: 0 Residences: 0 Businesses: 0 

H. Have you coordinated with any outside agencies (e.g., FHWA, City, County, etc.)? No 

Agency/Official Person Contacted Date 

TT/JE/BB



Date Submitted to Environmental Division:  June 19, 2017  
 

BRIDGE INFORMATION – PRELIMINARY 
 
      Job Number:   050280       FAP Number:    NHPP-0073(68)      County:   White County   
      Job Name:   West & East Hog Thief Creek Strs. & Apprs. (s)         
      Design Engineer:   Jim Pool         Environmental Staff:   Bill Bailey       
 

A. Description of Existing Bridge: 
1. Bridge Number 02803                    over    West Hog Thief Creek         
2. Location:  Rte.:  36               Section:  3               Log Mile:   11.347    
3. Length:  66  ft       Br. Rdwy. Width:  24 ft       Deck Width (Out-to-Out):  26.5  ft 
4. Type Construction: Three Span Continuous Reinforced Concrete Slab Supported By Two 

Column Concrete Bents On Isolated Footings   
5. Deficiencies:   Functionally Obsolete     
6. HBRRP Eligibility:  Qualif. Code:  N/A   Sufficiency Rating:   47.0  
7. Are any Condition Component Ratings at 3 or less?  _No_ 
 

      B.  Proposed Improvements:   
1. Length:  102.17  ft       Br. Rdwy. Width:  42.5  ft      Deck Width (Out-to-Out):  45.667  ft 
2. Travel Lanes:  Two 12 ft. Lanes      
3. Shoulder Width:   Left 8 ft. Shoulder, Right 10.5 ft. Shoulder    
4. Sidewalks?   No    Location:                                                                        Width:             ft  
 

 C.  Construction Information: 
1. Location in relation to existing bridge: Approx. 50’ Upstream of the Existing Bridge   
2. Superstructure Type:  Continuous Composite W-Beam Unit         
3. Span Lengths: 100’ Unit (30’-40’-30’)      
4. Substructure Type:  Trestle Pile Bents     
5.   Ordinary High Water Elev. (OHW):  269       No. of Bents inside OHW Contours:  1  
6. Concrete Vol. below OHW: 0    yd3 Vol. Bent Excavation:   0   yd3 Vol. Backfill _0    yd3 
7.   Is Channel Excavation below OHW Required?  No   Surface Area:  0   ft2 Volume:  0   yd3 
8.   Is Fill below OHW Req’d.?   No           Surface Area:    0     ft2       Volume:    0    yd3  
9. Is Riprap below OHW Required?  No             Volume:    0    yd3 
 

      D.  Work Road Information: 
1. Is Work Road(s) required?  TBD    Location:                               Top Width:                      ft 
2. Is Fill below OHW required?  TBD         Surface Area:                   ft2      Volume                     yd3 
3. Are Pipes required to meet Backwater Criteria?  TBD              Waterway Opening:                    ft2 

 

        E.   Detour Information: 
1. Is a detour bridge required?  No       Location in relation to Existing Br.:      
2. Length:                  ft   Br. Rdwy. Width:                       ft   Deck Elevation:      
3. Volume of Fill below OHW:                            yd3    Surface Area:             ft2   
         

      F.  Coordination with Outside Agencies (e.g., FHWA, City, County, C of E, USCG): 
 Has Bridge Division coordinated with any outside agencies?  No     
 

                    Agency        Person Contacted                 Date 
   
   



Date Submitted to Environmental Division:  June 19, 2017  
 

BRIDGE INFORMATION – PRELIMINARY 
 
      Job Number:   050280       FAP Number:    NHPP-0073(68)      County:   White County   
      Job Name:   West & East Hog Thief Creek Strs. & Apprs. (s)         
      Design Engineer:   Jim Pool         Environmental Staff:   Bill Bailey       
 

A. Description of Existing Bridge: 
1. Bridge Number 02800                    over    East Hog Thief Creek         
2. Location:  Rte.:  36               Section:  3               Log Mile:   11.487    
3. Length:  66  ft       Br. Rdwy. Width:  24 ft       Deck Width (Out-to-Out):  26.5  ft 
4. Type Construction: Three Span Continuous Reinforced Concrete Slab Supported By Two 

Column Concrete Bents On Isolated Footings   
5. Deficiencies:   Functionally Obsolete      
6. HBRRP Eligibility:  Qualif. Code:  N/A   Sufficiency Rating:   53.4  
7. Are any Condition Component Ratings at 3 or less?  _No_ 
 

      B.  Proposed Improvements:   
1. Length:  91  ft       Br. Rdwy. Width:  40  ft      Deck Width (Out-to-Out):  43.167  ft 
2. Travel Lanes:  Two 12 ft. Lanes      
3. Shoulder Width:   Two 8 ft. Shoulders      
4. Sidewalks?   No    Location:                                                                        Width:             ft  
 

 C.  Construction Information: 
1. Location in relation to existing bridge: Approx. 50’ Upstream of the Existing Bridge   
2. Superstructure Type:  Continuous Composite Integral W-Beam Unit         
3. Span Lengths: 90’ Unit (30’-30’-30’)      
4. Substructure Type:  Trestle Pile Bents     
5.   Ordinary High Water Elev. (OHW):  266       No. of Bents inside OHW Contours:  1  
6. Concrete Vol. below OHW: 0   yd3   Vol. Bent Excavation:   0   yd3   Vol. Backfill _0   yd3 
7.   Is Channel Excavation below OHW Required?  No   Surface Area:  0   ft2 Volume: 0   yd3 
8.   Is Fill below OHW Req’d.?   Yes           Surface Area:   TBD    ft2       Volume:    TBD     yd3  
9. Is Riprap below OHW Required?  Yes            Volume:       TBD       yd3 
 

      D.  Work Road Information: 
1. Is Work Road(s) required?  TBD    Location:                               Top Width:                      ft 
2. Is Fill below OHW required?  TBD         Surface Area:                   ft2      Volume                     yd3 
3. Are Pipes required to meet Backwater Criteria?  TBD              Waterway Opening:                    ft2 

 

        E.   Detour Information: 
1. Is a detour bridge required?  No       Location in relation to Existing Br.:      
2. Length:                  ft   Br. Rdwy. Width:                       ft   Deck Elevation:      
3. Volume of Fill below OHW:                            yd3    Surface Area:             ft2   
         

      F.  Coordination with Outside Agencies (e.g., FHWA, City, County, C of E, USCG): 
 Has Bridge Division coordinated with any outside agencies?  No     
 

                    Agency        Person Contacted                 Date 
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