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The Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) Environmental Division 
has reviewed the referenced project and determined that the project falls within the definition of a 
Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion as defined by the AHTD/FHWA Memorandum of Agreement on the 
processing of Categorical Exclusions.  The following information is included for your review and, 
if acceptable, approval as the environmental documentation for this project. 

The purpose of the proposed improvements at the Highway 18/Main St./Highland Dr. intersection 
is to improve capacity, improve the current level of service, and to accommodate future traffic 
growth.  The Highway 18 corridor in Jonesboro, Arkansas is a heavily traveled primary roadway 
within the City (Figure 1).  Adjoining land uses along Highway 18 include a variety of commercial, 
industrial, and residential developments.  The Highway 18/Main St./Highland Dr. intersection 
currently operates at a Level of Service “E” with an average overall intersection delay of 67 
seconds.  The proposed improvements will result in an overall intersection Level of Service “C” 
with an average overall intersection delay of 31 seconds.   

Existing Highway 18 south of the intersection consists of five lanes (two southbound, one 
northbound left turn, one northbound, and one northbound right turn).  The proposed improvement 
for Highway 18 south of the intersection is to widen the roadway to the east side to allow for six 
11-foot wide travel lanes (two southbound, one northbound left turn, two northbound, and one 
northbound right turn), with curb and gutter, and a new 6-foot wide sidewalk (east side only).  
Some additional widening will be required to properly align the northbound through lanes on the 
north and south sides of the intersection. 

Existing Main Street north of the intersection consists of five lanes (two southbound, one 
southbound left turn, one northbound, and a dedicated northbound lane for the Highway 18 
westbound to Main St. northbound free flow lane movement).  Proposed improvements will 
include modification of the free flow movement from westbound Highway 18 into a deflected 
westbound right turn controlled by a signal.  Additionally, the existing roadway will be restriped 
to allow for six 11-foot wide travel lanes (two southbound, two southbound left turn, and two 
northbound).  The typical cross sections are enclosed (Figures 3-6). 

Approximately 0.056 acre of permanent right of way will be required for the project, along with 
approximately 0.067 acre of temporary construction easements.    

TRAFFIC DATA FOR HIGHWAY 18 AND HIGHLAND DRIVE 

ROADWAY YEAR ADT PERCENT 
TRUCKS 

DESIGN 
SPEED 

Main Street 
(North of Intersection 

Existing 20,000 1 35 mph 
2036 Build 27,400 2 35 mph 

Southwest Drive 
(South of Intersection) 

Existing 20,000 1 35 mph 
2036 Build 27,400 2 35 mph 

East Highland Drive 
(East of Intersection) 

Existing 2,900 1 35 mph 
2036 Build 3,980 2 35 mph 

West Highland Drive 
(West of Intersection) 

Existing 22,000 1 35 mph 
2036 Build 30,140 2 35 mph 
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There are no relocations, wetlands, environmental justice issues, prime farmland, floodplains or 
endangered species associated with this project  No impacts to cultural resources are anticipated; 
concurrence from the State Historic Preservation Officer is provided in Appendix A..  Field 
inspections found no evidence of existing underground storage tanks or hazardous waste deposits. 
A Section 404 permit will not be required.  All agency correspondence is provided in Appendix 
A.   

No noise impacts are anticipated as a result of this project.  Screening level noise analysis findings 
are provided in Appendix B.   

The AHTD Environmental Assessments Form is enclosed (Appendix C).  A Public Involvement 
Meeting will not be offered for this project. 
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Figure 3 – Typical Cross Sections 
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Figure 4 – Typical Cross Sections
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Figure 5 – Typical Cross Sections
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Figure 6 – Typical Cross Sections
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APPENDIX A
Agency Correspondence 
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APPENDIX B
Screening Level Noise Analysis 





  
 

  





APPENDIX C
AHTD Environmental Impacts Assessment Form 




