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Federal Highway Administration 
3128 Federal Office Building 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
 
 Re: AHTD Job Number 012091 
          FAP Number NH-2027(3) 
  Hwy. 48  Sheridan Bypass 
     NEPA Study 
  Dallas and Grant Counties 
  Tier Three Categorical Exclusion 
 
Dear Ms. Otto: 
 
The Environmental Division has reviewed the referenced project and it falls within the 
definition of a Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion as defined by the AHTD/FHWA 
Memorandum of Agreement on the processing of Categorical Exclusions. The following 
information is included for your review and, if acceptable, approval as the environmental 
documentation for this project. 
 
The purpose of this project is to widen highway 167 from Highway 48 to the future 
location of the Sheridan Bypass and replace seven bridges.  Total length of this project is 
11.9 miles (19.2 kilometers). 
 
The existing Highway 167 consists of two 12-foot (3.6-meter) wide travel lanes with 
eight-foot (2.4 meter) wide shoulders. The existing right of way along the route is 
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130 feet (40 meters). The existing bridge structure locations and descriptions are listed in 
Table 1.   
 

Table 1 

 Existing Bridge Information 

Bridge 
No. 

Sufficiency 
Rating Stream Existing Structure 

1356 NQ 60.1 Saline River 
Relief 

 x 166  m x 50.6 m) 
reinforced concrete deck girders (RCDG) 
supported by concrete pile bents 

1355 NQ 60.1 Saline River 
Relief 

 x  m x 80.7 m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

1354 NQ 60.1 Saline River 
Relief 

 x 199  m x 60.6 m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

1350 NQ 62.1 Gamble 
Creek 

 x  x 146.6 m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

1351 NQ 62.1 Gamble 
Creek Relief 

 x 151 (8.5 m x 46.0 m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

1352 NQ 70.1 Gamble 
Creek 

 x  m x 27.7m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

1353 NQ 58.9 Gamble 
Creek 

 x  m x 27.7m)  
RCDG supported by concrete pile bents 

 
The proposed improvements will consist of four 12-foot (3.6-meter) wide paved travel 
lanes, an 11-foot (3.3-meter) continuous turn lane and eight foot (2.4 meter) wide 

 A 
description and location of the proposed bridge structures are listed in Table 2. Design 
data for this project is found in Table 3.  
 
There are no endangered species, cultural resources or environmental justice issues 
associated with this project.  Approximately 35 (14 hectares) of prime farmland will be 
acquired for right of way.  Form NRCS-CPA-106, the Farmland Conversion Impact 
Rating, is enclosed. Field inspections found evidence of five possible underground 
storage tanks sites. Underground storage tanks will be removed in accordance with 
Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality regulations. One business and one 
residential owner will be relocated as a result of this project.  Public law 91-646, Uniform 
Relocation Assistance Act of 1970, as amended, will apply.  A public involvement 
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meeting was held for this project on June 24, 2008; a synopsis of the meeting is enclosed. 
A noise analysis is also enclosed.  
 
 

Table 2 

Proposed Bridge Information 

Bridge No.  Stream Proposed Structure 

1356 Saline River Relief  x 182  m x 55.5 m) 
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1355 Saline River Relief  x 302  m x 92.0 m) 
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1354 Saline River Relief  x  242  m x 73.8 m)  
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1350 Gamble Creek  x  m x 165.2 m)  
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1351 Gamble Creek Relief  x   m x 54.9 m)  
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1352 Gamble Creek  x  m x 33.8 m)  
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

1353 Gamble Creek  x  m x 33.8 m)  
concrete girders on concrete pile bents 

 
 
 

Table 3 

 Design Information 

Design Year Average Daily Traffic Percent 
Trucks Design Speed 

2009 5,300 22 60 mph (100 kmph) 

2029 7,000 22 60 mph (100 kmph) 

 
 
Construction of this project will impact approximately 39 acres(15.7) of wetlands and 
have multiple waters of the United States stream crossings.  The wetland impacts are 
unavoidable and will be mitigated at the Middle Ouachita River Mitigation Bank.  
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT MEETING SYNOPSIS 

Job Number 012091
Hwy. 48 Sheridian bypass NEPA Study (Hwy. 167)

Dallas and Grant Counties
June 24, 2008

An open forum public involvement meeting for the proposed Highway 167 improvement 
was held at the Hope Pentecostal Church in Sheridan, Arkansas from 4:00 p.m. 7:00 pm 
on June 24, 2008.  Media news releases, flyers, and radio public service announcements 
were utilized to inform the general public of the meeting.  Special efforts to involve 
minorities and the public in the meeting included the following: 

Displays advertisement placed in the Sheridan Headlight on Wednesday, June 11, 
2008 and Wednesday, June 18, 2008.
Distribution of flyers in the area.
Outreach to minority minister letters.

The following information was available for inspection and comments. 

Displays including aerial photographs at a scale of 1 inch equals 1,500 feet, that 
illustrated the project location.
Preliminary plans at a scale of one inch equals ten feet.

Handouts for the public included a comment sheet and a small scale map illustrating the 
project alternatives, which was identical to the aerial photograph display. Copies of the 
handouts are attached.

Table 1 describes the results of the public participation at the meeting.

TABLE 1
Public Participation Totals

Attendance at meeting (including AHTD staff) 65

Comments received at meeting 6

Additional comments received after meeting 24

Total comments received 30

AHTD staff reviewed all comments received and evaluated their contents.  The 
summary of comments listed below reflects the personal perception or opinion of the 
person or organization making the statement.  The sequencing of the comments is 





ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
(AHTD)

CITIZEN COMMENT FORM

AHTD JOB NUMBER 012091
HWY. 48- SHERIDAN BYPASS NEPA STUDY (HWY. 167)

DALLAS & GRANT COUNTIES

LOCATION:
HOPE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

19 GRANT ROAD
SHERIDAN, AR

4:00 – 7:00 P.M.
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2008

Make your comments on this form and leave it with AHTD personnel at the meeting or 
mail it within 15 days to:  Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department, 
Environmental Division, Post Office Box 2261, Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-2261. 

 Yes No 
 Do you feel there is a need for the proposed widening of Highway 167 

from Highway 48 to the Sheridan Bypass?  Comment (optional) 
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                      

 Do you know of any historical sites, family cemeteries, or archaeological 
sites in the project area?  Please note and discuss with staff.

                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                     

 Do you know of any environmental constraints, such as endangered 
species, hazardous waste sites, existing or former landfills, or parks and 
public lands in the vicinity of the project?  Please note and discuss with 
AHTD staff.

                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        

 Do you feel that the proposed widening of Hwy. 167 will have any 
impacts (  Beneficial or  Adverse) on your property and/or 
community (economic, environmental, social, etc.)? Please explain.

                                                                                                                        
   

(Continued on back) 



 Yes No 
 Do you have a suggestion that would make this proposed project 

better serve the needs of the community? 
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        

It is often necessary for the AHTD to contact property owners along potential routes. If 
you are a property owner along or adjacent to the route under consideration, please 
provide information below.  Thank you. 
Name :_____________________________________________________(Please Print)

Address: __________________________      Phone:  (_____) _________--________ 

       __________________________ 

       __________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________________________

Please make additional comments here. 
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