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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 As a result of a catastrophic bridge collapse in December 1967 which took the lives of 46 

people, the National Congress enacted legislation requiring that the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) establish National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) and a National 

Bridge Inventory (NBI).  A copy of the current NBIS is shown in Appendix A. 

 Initially, inspections were to be performed only on state and federally owned bridges.  

The 1978 Surface Transportation Assistance Act expanded this requirement to include all bridge 

length structures on the public highway systems.  This includes all bridges under the jurisdiction 

of federal, state, and local (city/county) governments.  Appendix B defines a Bridge Length 

Structure and provides sketches of typical bridge length structures. 

 The principal objective of the program (NBIS) is to ensure public safety.  Not only are 

structural deficiencies to be identified during the course of the inspection process, but if the 

bridge is not capable of safely supporting legal load vehicles, the owner is responsible for 

advising the traveling public of any weight restrictions (i.e, bridge posting) in a timely manner. If 

the bridge is determined to not be capable of safely supporting a minimum of a 3-ton vehicle, it 

is the owner’s responsibility to close the bridge until it is adequately strengthened or replaced. 

 It is vital that weight restriction signs be properly maintained and promptly replaced if 

they are damaged or removed.  Failure to post load limits on bridges a public agency has 

knowledge to be structurally inadequate of carrying legal loads constitutes negligence.  The same 

is true for failure to close a structure incapable of supporting at least a 3-ton vehicle. 

 Since the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department has no jurisdiction over 

bridges not on the State Highway System, the ultimate responsibility for the safety, maintenance, 

posting or closing of county/city bridges is that of the bridge owner. 
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 The NBIS also requires each state to prepare and maintain an inventory of all bridges 

subject to these standards.  In order to keep the inventory current and accurate, newly completed 

structures or any modification of existing structures that would alter previous recorded data in 

the inventory system must be entered in the state's records WITHIN 90 DAYS for state owned 

bridges or 180 DAYS FOR ALL OTHER BRIDGES ON PUBLIC ROADS within the state. 
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BACKGROUND/OVERVIEW 
 

 

 As a result of the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1978, the Arkansas Highway 

and Transportation Department (AHTD) became the coordinating agency between the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) and the local governments for the NBIS program.  Since 1979 

the AHTD has been responsible for the inventory, inspection, and load rating of bridge length 

structures on the state, city, and county public highway systems in order to be in compliance 

with the NBIS (federal law). 

 Because of this responsibility, AHTD has made notification of weight posting 

requirements to local government agencies for bridges under their jurisdiction using letters, 

forms, and, since 1985, an annual posting certification program. Local governments were made 

aware that failure to comply with their posting responsibilities could result in loss of Federal Aid 

Highway funding. 

 To assist the local agencies in their posting of weight restricted bridges, a voluntary 

program was developed where locals could secure load posting materials from AHTD stock piles 

at a reduced cost if program procedures were followed. Initially, this assistance was only for the 

initial posting of the bridges, but it was expanded to enable the material requisition to be made as 

needed. 

 Some of the basic highlights of the program, administered by AHTD, are as follows: 

 

A. AHTD purchases and stockpiles bridge weight limit posting materials (posts, signs and 

decals) for use by local governments.  Mounting hardware (nuts, bolts, etc.) will be the 

responsibility of the local governments.  Appendix C illustrates the standard weight limit 

signs and posts.  

B. Local agencies are notified by letter, forms, an annual certification, etc., of bridge posting 

needs. 

 
C. Local agencies review the needs at the bridge locations and, if needed, requisition the 

materials from AHTD. See the procedure on Flow Chart II, page 10.  
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D. If the local agency installs and certifies the material installation within one month of the 

requisition date, they will be billed for only 20% of the material costs and FHWA has agreed 

to reimburse the AHTD for the remaining 80% of the cost of materials. If this certification 

condition is not met, local governments will be billed for 100% of the cost of materials 

because State Highway funds cannot be expended off the State Highway System.  

  

E. New signing as well as replacement signing is eligible under this program. 

  

 As shown in Appendix D, Arkansas is divided into ten highway districts.  The location of 

each District Headquarters is shown on page D-2.  Communication between the AHTD and the 

local government will be through the District Construction Engineer designated in Appendix E 

and the local government administrator or the contact person designated by the local government 

on NBIS-Form VII shown in Appendix F. 

 In general, Flow Chart I on page 7 indicates the procedures necessary for NBIS 

compliance by local governments. 

 The information in the following sections explains the responsibilities and procedures for 

NBIS compliance. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CITY/COUNTY) 

1) AHTD makes recommendations regarding bridge maintenance needs, load postings & closings, 

but each local government with bridge length structures is ultimately responsible for the safety 

of bridges in their jurisdiction. 

2) Using the standard Form VII shown in Appendix F, the local government is responsible for 

designating, in writing, a contact person for bridge inspection related matters. 

3) AHTD will notify a local government of maintenance or load posting needs using documents 

such as a Maintenance Needs form (Form V), an annual “Bridge Inventory/Posting 

Certification” report, or other correspondence. It is the responsibility of the bridge owner to take 

prompt action to correct the maintenance need or load posting deficiency. 

4) Federal regulations require that a bridge incapable of supporting a 3-ton load limit requires 

closure.   If conditions warrant bridge closure, the local owner will be notified with direct 

contact by AHTD’s District Office and by certified letter from the Bridge Engineer.  Upon 

notification by AHTD’s District Office, the owner should take immediate action to physically 

close the structure with acceptable barriers until it has been rehabilitated or replaced.   

i) If the bridge has not been satisfactorily closed or rehabilitated within two days of the 

contact by AHTD’s District office, AHTD’s Director or his designated representative 

will directly contact the local owner to immediately comply with the bridge closure. 

ii) If the bridge has not been satisfactorily closed or rehabilitated within two days of the 

contact by AHTD’s Director or his designated representative, a press release will be 

issued to inform the public and will be placed on AHTD’s website. 

5) A responsible representative for the local government will make timely notification to the 

AHTD District Construction Engineer of any changes in bridge status affecting the NBIS data 

by utilizing the Standard Form VIII shown in Appendix I, or other correspondence.  (See 

Appendix J for typical examples of utilization and Appendix I for examples of completed Form 

VIII). 

6) In the event of a change in the local government administrator, the new administrator will verify 

on a map provided by the AHTD the roads under the local government jurisdiction.  This will be 

dated, signed and forwarded to the AHTD District Construction Engineer. 

7) In the event of an ownership change (i.e., city annexation) the new owner involved should note 

the limits of change on a map.  This map will be dated, signed by both the new and old owners 

and forwarded to the AHTD District Construction Engineer. 
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8) Local governments must participate in the annual certification project. Participation in the cost 

sharing program for posting materials is voluntary, but to be eligible, the Resolution (City) or 

Court Order (County) must be completed and returned to the AHTD District Construction 

Engineer shown in Appendix E.  If the local government already has an agreement on file, it 

isn’t necessary to redo it. See Appendix G for the Resolution and Appendix H for the Court 

Order. 

9) The local government will receive by October 1 of each year a "Bridge Inventory / Posting 

Certification" report from the AHTD.  This report will indicate the current status of the 

complete active bridge inventory under the owner's jurisdiction.  It is required that each sheet of 

this report be reviewed and initialed, the last sheet dated and signed by the local government 

official and the entire report returned by December 31 of each year to the AHTD District 

Construction Engineer for transmittal to the AHTD Bridge Division.  This signed report will 

serve as certification that all bridges have been posted or closed as required.  See Appendix L 

for an example.  A copy of this report should be retained by the local government for their 

records. 

10) FAILURE TO SUBMIT A PROPERLY ENDORSED CERTIFICATION BY 

DECEMBER 31 OF EACH YEAR WILL RESULT IN FEDERAL AID FUNDS FOR 

FUTURE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS UNDER YOUR JURISDICTION BEING 

WITHHELD. 

11) It is recommended that local governments notify school districts in their jurisdiction regarding 

the location of bridges with load postings less than 15 tons. 

12) The local government is responsible for providing the proper information when requesting 

posting materials (see Form IX, Appendix K) and for also certifying that the installation has 

been completed.  Identification and current load posting information for completing Form IX 

may be obtained from the current "Bridge Inventory/Posting Certification" report or other 

supplemental AHTD notification (Form V, letter,…etc.).  See "Instructions for Completing" at 

the bottom of Form IX. 

13) Upon receipt of the billing statement for requisitioned bridge posting materials, the local 

government is responsible for forwarding to the AHTD Fiscal Services Division in Little Rock a 

check made payable to the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department.  Please 

designate on the reimbursement check the notation "Bridge Posting Materials". 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY  

AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

 

 

1) The District Construction Engineer will be the designated contact person for the AHTD 

Bridge Inspection matters (see Appendix E for statewide list). 

2) AHTD is responsible for the inspection and load rating of bridge length structures on the 

county/city public road systems in compliance with the NBIS.  AHTD will annually bill the 

owner for 20% of the associated administration costs for the bridges under their jurisdiction. 

3) AHTD will inspect a bridge every two years, but a bridge requiring weight limit posting or 

having low element conditions will be inspected at least every twelve months.  AHTD will 

promptly notify the bridge owner if, during an inspection of any of their bridges, it is found 

that a problem with regard to safety or structural integrity is discovered. 

4) New inspection data is reviewed by AHTD and load rating data is updated as necessary. 

5) AHTD will notify the local owner if an analysis or review indicates a change in posting 

requirements or bridge closure is warranted. 

6) Federal regulations require that a bridge incapable of supporting a 3-ton load limit requires 

closure.   If conditions warrant bridge closure, the local owner will be notified with direct 

contact by AHTD’s District Office and by certified letter from the Bridge Engineer.  Upon 

notification by AHTD’s District Office, the owner should take immediate action to 

physically close the structure with acceptable barriers until it has been rehabilitated or 

replaced.   

i) If the bridge has not been satisfactorily closed or rehabilitated within two days of the 

contact by AHTD’s District office, AHTD’s Director or his designated representative 

will directly contact the local owner to immediately comply with the bridge closure. 

ii) If the bridge has not been satisfactorily closed or rehabilitated within two days of the 

contact by AHTD’s Director or his designated representative, a press release will be 

issued to inform the public and will be placed on AHTD’s website. 
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7) AHTD will distribute a "Bridge Inventory / Posting Certification" report to each owner 

(city/county) by October 1 of each year.  This report will list the owner's complete active 

bridge inventory and indicate bridges requiring posting or closing.  See Flow Chart I (page 7) 

and pages 11 through 13 for an explanation of the use of this report.  The report is to be 

initialed on each sheet, signed and dated on the last sheet by the local government 

administrator and returned to the AHTD District Headquarters by December 31 of each year 

for transmittal to the AHTD Bridge Division.  This signed report will serve as certification 

that all bridges have been posted or closed as required. 

8) Upon written notification (Form VIII or other) by local governments of a structural change, 

or the addition or the removal of a bridge from their inventory, the AHTD will inspect the 

bridge if deemed necessary for an inventory update. 

9) Weight limit sign distribution, requisition, monitoring and billing will be coordinated by the 

AHTD.  See Flow Chart II, page 10.  The AHTD Fiscal Services Division will be responsible 

for sending the billing statement to the local government and for receipt of the 

reimbursement check from the local government portion. 

10) Upon change in local government administration, the AHTD will advise the new 

administrator regarding the objectives and responsibilities involved in the NBIS program. 
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D-2 

LOCATION OF AHTD DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
 
 
District One 
 Wynne – 2701 US Hwy. 64; west of Jct. St. Hwy. 1 North 
 
 
District Two 
 Pine Bluff - 4900 US Hwy. 65 South; east of Jct. US Hwys. 425 and 65 
 
 
District Three 
 Hope – 2911 Hwy.  29 North;  I-30, Exit No. 31 
 
 
District Four 
 Fort Smith/Barling – 808 Frontier Rd., Barling, AR 
 
 
District Five 
 Batesville – 1673 Batesville Blvd. (US Hwy. 167); 3 miles south of Batesville 
 
 
District Six 
 Little Rock - 8900 Mabelvale Pike, Southwest Little Rock, 
  I-30, Exit No. 130 (Baseline Rd./St. Hwy. 338) 
 
 
District Seven 
 Camden - 2245 California Ave. (US Hwy. 79) 
 
 
District Eight 
 Russellville – 372 Aspen Ln.; I-40, Exit No. 81, north of I-40 & east of St. Hwy.  7 
 
 
District Nine 
 Harrison – 4590 US Hwy. 65; 0.5 miles south of Jct. US Hwys. 65 and 62 
 
 
District Ten 
 Paragould - 2510 Highway 412 West; 1 mile west of Jct. US Hwys. 49 & 412 
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