TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE: August 8, 1973

BRIDGE DESIGN PERSONNEL
Veral Pinkerton, Bridge Engineer
Bridge Railing - 1973 AASHO Specifications
The 1973 AASHO Bridge Specifications include extensive revisions in the design and detail
of bridge railing systems. For the present, it shall be our office policy to disregard these
changes.
One specific point should be mentioned. We shall continue to use 2'-3" as the distance from

the roadway surface to the applied load for the sloped face concrete barrier even though we
detail it 2'-8" high.
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FEDERAL MIGHWAY ADMRISTRATION

- Farraanent stecl Dridge Deck ¥orms Lor
i
‘ SWCUECT & onerote Deck Slabs of Bridges on
Federgl-nid Frojects

FHWA MOTICE l

“May 11, 1973
HNG=32

Due to the eritical ahortage of lumber, particularly plywood, threughout
smost of the United States, the gonlracting procedures praporibed in
T34 40-3=72, dated July L, 1972, have been roevaluated.

1t bas bean determined that the selection of mraterial for bridge deck
{arms for bridges on Federal-aid Projects should, to the extent
fansible, follow paragraph 16° Material or Product Selectlon of
EPM 2l-6. 3, dated Cctober 3, 1972 If the State highway departmant
desires to incinde or permit alternate bridge deck form materiala
{removable forms or permanent forms) in a contract, then spacial
details, designs and spacifications must be ineluded in the PELE
apsembly for sach acceptable forming ragthod, “Te sbitain maxlmum
eost banefita, bidding procedures ghould permit the contractor tha
aption of selesting which smethod bs used., In the case o longer spans
{generally over 100 fest) the details and method of bidding would also
provide for the different beam reguiraments when different size members
ars required. Omne paathod that would provide for pffactive bidding would
be to bid the complets superstructure o the superstructure teme dm
lump sums and merely provide the quantities of stractural steel, rein-
farcing steel and deck conorate for the various retheds of forming as
information to the bidders.

"

Oin the bagis of currant and completed research, poncrete bridge decks
constructed with precast bridge planks bave shown high incldence of

trangverse cracking at the plank joints and concrete bridge decks con-
strected with permanent steel forma kave shown greater indications of
deterioration where significant pmounts of delcing chemmicals are used.

- Thepsfors; the inclusion of meisture barriers or athar effsctive methods

eapable of preventing corrosion of the reinforcing steal ls essential,

The specifications attachad to IM 40-3-T2 foT Permanent Steel Bridge
Dack Farms shall continue to be nsed for projects which permit or
require this method of bridge deck forming. The pr ovisions contained
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in the IA[ for a minirmurn eradit to the preject shall also apply when
thers i a change from removable bridge deck forms. Therefore, if
a State deternvines that aither forming method is considered
gcocepiable, it would be desirable to provide for their use in the
oripinel plans and specificaticns.

N

H. A, Lindberg
Aeting Associate Administrator for

. Engineering and Traffic Oparations



