INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 30, 1983

TO:

Bridge Design Squad Leaders

FROM:

Veral Pinkerton, Bridge Engineer

SUBJECT:

Preformed Compression Seals

In the future when checking preformed compression seal, make sure that a sketch of the seal
with the top marked is included and is distributed to the Resident Engineer and Contractor.
See attached letter from District 9 Engineer.

JEM:bw
Encl.

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 28, 1983
TO:

Norman Pumphrey, State Construction Engineer

FROM:

V. O. Selby, District 9 Engineer

SUBJECT:

Preformed Modular Compression Seals

Last year on a bridge project, the preformed joint seal was installed upside down and had to
be removed and reinstalled. This project was constructed by an experienced bridge
contractor/foreman and was inspected by a knowledgeable and experienced inspector. But,
the joint was still installed incorrectly.
Recently, the same incident occurred on another bridge project. After discussing the
situation with the inspector, he stated that both he and the bridge foreman thought the seal
was being installed in the proper position. It was also brought out that the shop drawings did
not indicate the correct position by including a drawing or sketch of the joint seal. This may
be caused by the steel fabricator not knowing who the joint supplier is at the time of his
submittal and, therefore, can't include this information with his drawings.
To avoid future confusion when installing bridge joint seals, would you please consider and
ask Bridge Design to submit to the Resident Engineer a picture, sketch, drawing, etc., of the
approved seal configuration, showing the placement position in regard to the top of seal.
This information could be made by a memo submittal after they have had a chance to review
the seal for job approval.
Your consideration in this matter is appreciated.

JLB:m
cc: Mr. Dan Flowers
Mr. Veral Pinkerton

