DATE: October 30, 1997

TO: Bridge & Roadway Design
FROM: Robert L. Walters, Assistant Chief Engineer-Design

SUBJECT: Vertical Clearance on Interstate Routes

By letter of September 25, 1997 (copy attached), the FHWA has advised that all vertical
clearance design exceptions on the Interstate must be coordinated with the Military Traffic
Management Command Transportation Engineering Agency. The FHWA Division Office
will handle this coordination for us.

Effective immediately, all exceptions to Interstate vertical clearance criteria should be sent to
my office for handling with FHWA.

Attachment
cc: Deputy Director & Chief Engineer
Assistant Chief Engineer - Operations
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Mr. Dan Flowers, Diractar s
Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department 4gar. Ghief Engr - Design
Litle Rock, Arkansas

Sear Mr. Flowears:

have enclossd an August 45, 18987, memorandum from the Associate Adminisirator for
Program Devalopment which outlines FHWA policy regerding the coordination of verticsd
clearance design exceplions oves the interatate svstem.  The policy is effective immediately.

The memerandum recognizes that coordination with the Milltary Trafic Managameant Cammand
Transportetion Engineering Agency (MTMCTTEA] can be accomplished by sither the FHWA
Civision Office or the State Highwey Agency when the State has epproval authority for design
exceptions under 23 U.8.C. 106(b). The Project Oversight Plan acopted by the AHTD and
approved by FHVWA racognizes that the Deputy Direstor and Chief Enginser has this euthaority
far thase projects which the AHTD has oversight responsibility,

Howawar, when 23 CFR 825 was revisad to establish federal standsrds for all wark on the
Maticnal Highway Systemn regardless of funding sources, Mr. Robert Walters and | discussed
this change and agresd that all design excaptions on the inerstate eyetem would be discusses
with the Dévision Office. Since this practice is in place, | have alse discussed this new policy
with Mr. Wallers and he agrees that it would be beneficlal for the Division Office fo coordinats
all required actions with the MTMCTEA. Prachcally speaking thare would be very few actions
afthough tha new policy encompasses types of actiity than new constructicn which will creats
eubstandard Cedrances,

Cuestiong about this policy should be directad to me.
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For almsse 10 years, the Federal Highway Adminisrcracion (FHWA] AT+

and the Military Traffic Management Command Tranaporcacion
Enginesring Agancy (MTMCTER}) of the Department of Defense (DOD)
hava cooperated o mest che demands of milicary traffic on che
Interstace System, parcicularzly in the area of vercical
claarsnces. This need has besn met with the adopticn of
seanda=ds by FHWA for vertical clearance cn the Interascare chat
raquirs a clsar height of acructures over the ancire roadway
width, including the useabls widch of shoulder, of 4.9 mecers for
ctha rural Incerstace. In urban areas, the 4.5%-meter clearance is
applied to a single -ouce, WiER other Interstate routings in the
urkan area having at least a 4.3-meter vertical cleazance.

If 1950, &t che reguest of the DOD, and with the cooperacion of
che Srarsa, che abeowve standards were astablished to accommodace
milicssy praffis on che INCcarscace. AL Chat Cime, & large number
of sTructurss on the [nterstate, comstructed under presicus
crizaria, axisced which did not conform £o che new minisum
scancard., The corzecticon of &ll chese deficienciss could noc ke
econcmically fustified. Copsequencly, in 156%, che MIMCTEA, che
American Associacion of State Highway and Transportation
Officials [RASETO) |(then ARSHD] and the FEWA sgresd co
soncsnrTARTe on & subset of the Interstace judsed to be prioricy
rouces. The subset concained a signlificancly smaller number of
deficiant structures cn 41 B432 kilomecers of the Incecrscaca. The
41 B42-kilometer priariby necwark served abouc 5 percent of the
major military imacallacicna.

Since chen, the MTHCTEA has developed and econcinvess ce rafine che
Scracegis Highway Hecwork (STRAHMET). The STRAHNET raport daced
Januazy 18581 was discributed o Regional Federal Highway
Admimiap=srara by memorandum Srom Lhe Director. QEZice of
Zovimemmane arnd Plapning daced Masch 22, 1391, Sinss 1591,
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thers have been a few changes mads to STRAENET,. These changes
have peen coardimsrsd with the Stactes and the field offices.
Maps delinsating che chapges were diseribuced to the affected
regional offices by HEP-10. The STRAEMNET 1= a system of highways
char providas defense access. CONCINUICY and amarsency
capabilicies for mavemencs of perscnnel and squipmenc in bech
peacetima and warcime. The STEAMNET was baged on gquantifiable
D00 regquirwmencs, addressing thelr pescecime, wartime, Straceglie,
and cwersize /overweight hignway demands. The necwork consists of
aporoximately 95§ 000 kilemeters of highway. The STRAHNET has
been inssrparaced inco the Nactional Highway Syscem (WNHS). Almosc
7% percent of the system in the concinsneal Unired Scaces [shous
TE 000 kilomsters) ccnsists of roadwaya on che Owighe D.
Eisernhower Marional Svstem of Interstate and Defense Highways.

The curreancly escablished procedurss require the FHWA to
coordinace with —he MTMCTER when a clear heilght of abructures of
less than 4.5 merers ig creat=d as the result 2f a construccion
preject or che orojsct doss nok provide for the correction of
sxiseing subarandard vertical clearance on the 41 842-kilometer
prioriry network prior to approvimg bhe excepticn. For rouctes
not on the priority petwork, coordinacicn is nee regquired
alchough the FEWA palicy poovides chat che MTMCTEA be notified of
all exceptions ta vertical clesarsnce on the remainder of Ehe
Incerstate System. The approval acticn for excepticas ta
waretical slsarencs has besn delegated o che field officas, which
cam conbact the HTMCTER directly. When the Szace highway agency
(5EA] has approval authericy for design excepticns under cne of
the 33 7.5.0. 106i{h} exemption provisions, coordinstion with che
MTMCTER f% =till reguired and may be accomolisbed bhrough che
FEWA or directly with the MTMCTEA.

Tha develepmanc of the STRAHNET. the escablishment of Bower
Frojection Flatforms, base realignmants, and the svalving role of
Ehe milicary have created a need co revise cooxdinacien
procedures herween the MIMCIEA and the FHWA, Concearning
excepciong to the vercical clesarance requifements on ke
Interstate System. Thersfors, the FAWA and the MIMCTER have
accead that all ewsepciops bg Ehe 4.%-meter vertical clearance
standa=4 far tha rural(Incerstate)and the single routing in urban
araps, whether it 18 A4 new consctruckion project, a project chac
doas not prowids for corzection of an existing subscandard
condikion, or a project which creates a substandard condicion &E
an exiaring scructure, will be ceordinaced with che HIMCTER
beginning upon receipt of this memorandum. This agreemant




o ¢ ;

axtends to che full roadway width inciuding shoulders far tha
chrowsh lanes. as well as ramps and collecter-diseributor
roadways® in Interstate-to-Interacace [nterchanges. This chanse
in effect eliminaces the 41 342-Kilometer priarity network as a
separaca subser of che Intarstate System. The revised
coordination procedurses do not chance Che standards adopred for
the Interstate enumerated in “A Folicy on Desicn Standards -
Interstate System,” AASHIO, July 135k, or the delacations of
authority in FHWA Ordexr ML100.1A.

A number of eall zoads are parc of STRAEMET by wiztue of being
incorporaced into che Interstace System under tha former
PEovisions of Seccilon 139 (h) of Title 23, Uniced States Code.
While che FYWA doms not have any parcicular "leverscs” on the
toll aurhoricies co comply with Federm! standards on nen-
fedarally funmdsd projects, it i3 expeccad ehat che 3HA'a hawve
#stablished appropriate procedires Lo assure that proposed
chances or alteracions of the toll road will mese spplicable
policies established f[or the Incerscate Eystem. The werking
ralacisnship should ensure phe nesds af the milicary are
considered and that necessary coordimarion ocgurs.

A requase far coordinsrion may be forwardsd s che MTMCTER at any
cime during project development prior to taking any acticn on che
desicn axcepoicn. Ib should include a time perisd of 10 working
days lafcer receipt] for action on the request. The affice
iniriacting a request for coordinaciesn to the MIMCTEAR should
wvarify recgipt of the recussc by telaphone or fax. If che
HIHCTER does not respond within che cime frame, e5e FHWA should
conelude thar she MIMCTEA doas not have any conses-ns with tEha
proposed excentisn. If commencs ara forthooming, che FEWA and
the SEA will coneider mitigation ©9 the extent feasibie.

“A recumwst for coordimaticn should be addressed co:

Cirector

Milieary Treffic Management Command
Transportacicon Enginesring hoency [(MTMOTZA)
ATTH: MITE-S5A

720 Thimbie Shoals Boulavard, Suita 130
Nawnort Mews, VA 21606=257%

[(Talephone: 757-59%-1117, Fax: TS7-E39-1ifqd]



The Fadeval-Aid Polisy Suide, Won-regulatory Supplement,

23 CFR €35, Paragraph 7 of Transmittal 13 dacec July 21, 1288,

will he revised as appropriate at the earliesc opportunicy.
Queaskions recarding chis memorandum should be directed £o

Willéam A. Prosser ac 202-388-1312, ar Hobart C. Schlicht at
202-366-1317.

Thoma) . Ptak



