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Economic Development
Depends On
Four-Lane Highways

The futore economic develcpment of our State
depends on a system of four-lane highways to connect the
major centers of commerce and industry.

The Arkansas State Highway Commission's proposed
Economic Development Highway Corridor Program has been
developed with this in mind. The program has identified the
major highway corridors in the State and proposes to widen
those routes to four lanes. The 1,630 miles envisioned under
this program will allow all areas of the State to compete
effectively for new industry without transportation being an
impediment. Additionally, commerce, tourism and recreational
travel will be enhanced by the safer, more efficient highways.
Henry Gray The members of the Commission have been meeting

Director with industrial and community leaders throughout the State to
present the proposal and hear their comments regarding it.
Support for the program has been tremendous.

Under the program, every city of 10,000 population or more will be connected with a four-lane highway.
Most cities with a population of 5,000 will also be served. Those cities of 5,000 population located beyond the
system will be connected by improving 190 miles of two-lane facilities with passing lanes, wide shoulders and
improved horizontal and vertical curvature. An additional 620 miles will be improved to enhance the commodity
flow and tourism which will connect with the four-lane system. These roads will allow safe, enjoyable travel for
automobiles and recreational vehicles and improve the efficiency of commerce.

The proposed improvements will also connect with similar highways in surrounding states to provide more
efficient interstate travel routes and attract additional tourists and commerce to all areas of Arkansas.

A recent study by the Arkansas Industrial Development Commission indicates that 291 communities in
Arkansas have at least one manufacturing plant. Only 20 percent (59) of these are served by a four-lane highway,
however, they have 41 percent (85,542) of the total manufacturing employment.

These S9 communities also average 17.8 plants each, while the communities not on four-lane highways
have an average of only 6.5 plants each.

The proposed four-lane system will directly serve 95.5 percent of the State's population, 72 percent of all
State travel, and 89 percent of all truck travel

Many of the neighboring states have undertaken similar programs in recent months. They all recognize the
importance of providing improved access for industrial growth and development. If Arkansas is to continue it's
economic development, we must be able to provide our communities with the type of highway access they need for
industrial expansion. This program addresses that need.

Henry Gray :

Director of Highways & Tranaportation
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Commissioners Rodney Slater and Bill Clark with Public Affairs Officer Bill Stanton

- An Interview With
Highway Commissioners
Bill Clark and Rodney Slater

Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton made two appointments to the Highway Commission this year.OnJanuary21,56-
yearold LW. "Bill” Clark, of Hot Springs, was appointed to fill the expired term of Patsy Thomasson. On March 23,
RodneySlater,32,0f Jonesboro was appointedto replace Dalton Farmer who resigned.

Thefollowing comments were made July15in aninterview with Public Affairs Officer Bill Stanton.

BILL STANTON: What were your feelings when the Governor asked you to service on the Highway Commission?

BILL CLARK: T was honored that he had enough confidence in me to ask. Irealize that it is a great responsibility which
Taccept, and I look forward to working with the other commissioners, legislators, community leadess,
and all citizens of Arkansas to continue to improve our Highway System,

RODNEY SLATER: I would agree with Commissioner Clark that it was definitely an honor to be asked because of the respon-
sibility the Highway Commission and the Highway Department have in responding to the highway and
transportation needs of the citizens of our state. I might add that I was a bit surprised simply because, at
the time, I was a member of the Governor's staff, and I viewed it as my responsibility to help him in the
process of identifying those individuals who would serve on various boards and commissions. So in that
regard [ was somewhat surprised when we started to discuss the matter and the ¢conversation started to
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RODNEY SLATER:
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RODNEY SLATER:

BILL CLARK:

BILL STANTON:

.ILL CLARK:

focus on his desire to appoint me to the position. 1 felt very honored to have an opportunity to work with
the individuals I had come to know of integrity and commitment and dedication who were already serving
on the Highway Commission,

What is there about the job of being a Highway Commissioner that makes it appealing?

Itis an important part of the development of Arkansas to have good roads and highways. As a businessman
who has been involved in manafacturing, I know firsthand the necessity of having your plant located on
a good highway which will enable you to transport the raw materials into that plant and your finished pro-
ducts to the ultimate consumer. My experience as a member of a school board brought to my attention
how important good roads are to the safety of children and to reduce maintenance costs of buses. Arkansas
has been good to me over the years, and [ want to be part of the continuing progress and the development
of our highway system not only in the urban but also in the rural areas.

Thave not had the first hand experience of running a business and meeting a payroll as Commissioner Clark
has had. But, I doknow that there are individuals like him and others who do that on a weekly basis, monthly
basis, yearly basis and for them, having good roads is just very, very important It is important for the
economic development of our entire state and there has to be that sensitivity by the Commissioners for road
development in roral Arkansas as well as urban Arkansas. I think it's interesting to note that half of the
cites in Arkansas have populations of 2500 or less. So the Arkansas Rural Road Program and all that the
Commission and Highway Department have been involved in the last couple of years are very important,
not only for business but to citizens who drive to and from their home to their businesses or to their work
place or to school or whatever. It's going to be very important as the State takes off and starts to grow and
it's economy starts to diversify.

Mr. Slater, there was much atlention focused on your appointment because you were the first black and
there was a lot of speculation about a black being appointed to the Commission. Do you believe that
attention is going 1o have an impact on your ability 1o carry out your duties as a Commissioner?

Idon't think so. In the final analysis I had to deal with the hard responsibility of knowing that I was required
todo a good job, as Commissioner Clark did when he was appointed, and just as the other Commissioners
had to wrestle with that whole issue of responsibility when they were appointed. I do think that because
I am black and because the Governor made the decision to appoint me, it says something very positive about
Arkansas and where it has come over the years as far as realizing that all of our citizens have ability and
have talents and that the only way for us to really start jumping ahead asa State is to tap the ability and talents
we all possess, whether male or female, black or white. So in that regard I think my appointment makes
a statement not so much about my ability, but about the ability of other individuals throughout cur State,
who have something to contribute and who want to work with those who have been putting their shoulders
to the grind over the years to move our State forward as far as serving on significant commissions snch as
the Highway Commission. Ultimately the responsibility of the commissioner is to serve all of the citizens
of the state of Arkansas. That is what this Commission's committed to do, both Rodney Slater and the other
Commissioners,

T would like to comment on that. ['ve known Rodney since 1983, and he is one of the outstanding young
men of Arkansas, black or white. He will serve all of the people of Arkansas well.  As the citizens of
Arkansas get to know him, they will recognize his talents, his sincerity, and the many qualifications which
make him an outstanding appointment to the Highway Commission by Governor Bill Clinton.

Both of you have been involved with the political process in Arkansas for quite a number of years. Mr,
Clark, how will you use this experience to aid you with the Highway Commission duties?

My political experience will aid me in three ways: First, I have served as a legislative liaison for Governor
Clinton in every sesston since 1983, therefore, I know all of the Arkansas Senators and Representatives
personally. This will enable me to better communicate with them and the people in their districts. Secondly
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I am familiar with the cities and communities of Arlzansas especially those in southeast Arkansas. |
know most of the politicians and a large number of people in my area which will enable me to relate
to and communicate with them much better than could a commissioner who is unfamiliar to them, and
third, I also served on the Governor's staff and one of my duties was liaison to the Highway Department.
From this experience, I gained knowledge of the workings of the Department and its personnel which
will be very beneficial to me in fulfilling my responsibilities as a Commigsioner.

Mr. Slater, you've had jobs with the Attorney General’s office and with the Governor’s office, how is
this going to help you?

I think Commissioners play a very political function in many ways. They'e the ones who are there
talking to people, serving as a liaison between the community, whether it's civic groups or whether it's
a citizen, and the Department. Because I have had a similar cpportunity, as has Commissioner Clark,
to work with those individuals over the years, I come to the Commission with those refationships. I'had
the opportunity to develop some of those relationships while a member of the Attorney General's staff
butmore so as amember of the Governor's staff, serving as special assistant for community and minority
affairs and then secondly as executive assistant for economic and community programs. So there was
that face to face contact on a regular basis with citizens throughout our State who are very concermed
about highways and the transportation system of our state.

Mr. Clark, do you have any specific goal or accomplishment that you would like to see the Department
meeting during your term on the Commission?

Yes. I want o see the Rural Road Program brought to completion, and the development of a four-lane
system for the entire state of Arkansas. To be specific, in my two districts I would like to see included
in that four-lane system Highway 70 to Hot Springs, Highway 270 from Hot Springs to the junction
of Highway 71, the completion of Highway 79 from Junction City to Pine Bluff, Highway 82 from
Texarkana to Greenville, Highway 65 from Pine Bluff to Greenville, Highway 81 from Pine Bluff to
the Louisiana line north of Bastrop, Lou-
isiana, Highway 7 from Hot Springs to
Interstate 40, Highway 79 from Pine
Bluff to Stuttgart, and Highway 11 from
Stuttgart to Interstate 40. I would like to
see the completion of the bypasses and
overpasses at Pine Bluff and the bypass
around Hot Springs and bridges on High-
way 7 to Hot Springs. I look forward to
the completion of ali the projects that
were programmed prior 10 my appoint-
ment under Chairman Patsy Thomasson.

New Highway
Commissioners
Rodney Slater
and

Bill Clark
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Mr. Slater?

The districts I represent, and I use the term loosely because we really have an interest in the highway
system of the entire state, but those two districts that I'm from are District One and District 10, They
are located in northeastern and eastern Arkansas. Those are really the areas that are suffering econo-
mically more so than some of the other parts of the state just because they are so dependent on agri-
culture, Because highways play such an important role as far as spurring economic activity, T would
hope to see more diversification in the economic system in eastern Arkansas which includes northeast
em as well as the delta areas, and highways can promote that. Four-lane corridors can assist in particu
lar, as Commissioner Clark noted. Anurmber of states are already starting to move on that kind of project
and they call them "growth corridors”. They kmow that businesses are going to go to areas where they
have easy access to four-lane highways. The delta area is fortunate in that it does have Interstate 40 and
Interstate 55 running through many of the counties. It is also fortunate because it has the Mississippi
River running along the eastern border of Arkansas and highways play a very important role in con-
necting northeast Arkansas and some of the eastern Arkansas counties to [-4Qor to I-55. Also, highways
connect thriving areas in northeastern Arkansas like Jonesboro with port facilities in Helena,aswell
as with the interstate system running along St. Francis, Monroe and Crittenden Counties. I woutld
like to see a lot more emphasis on how important and essential a good highway system is to economic
development.

Bothof you have mentioned economic development, and four-lane highway corridors. The Rural Road
Program that was approved two years ago has really been a tremendous thing 10 happen in Arkansas,
how do you see that program working in conjunction with a four-lane highway program?

The Rural Road Program is between 27 or 28% complete and we are running probably two years ahead
of schedule. This program will serve as a link to the four-lane corridor system and will supply access
to markets, schools, shopping areas, doctors, hospitals, etc. The four-lane corridor system will be de-
veloped strictly as a tool for economic development, and it will enable communities in more rural areas
to compete for industry. This is especially needed in Northeast and Southeast Arkansas which are areas
presently depressed due to the poor farm economy. These areas must have the opportunity o diversify
by securing new industries.

Because Arkansas has been so successful with its Rural Road Program, the stage is set for the kind
of road program we've talked about. Many times you go into a community and everybody wants a four-
lane highway. Well that's impossible. What we have to do is work with those communities and help
them understand that as long as they have good access to such a corridor their community will benefit,
The Rural Road Program has taken the highway system closer to the people, they klnow what a program
means, they've been able to see the impact of such a program over a short period of time and that's good.
Many times when we travel the highways we're just concemed about getting from one destination to
another and seldom do we stop to think how important that strip of highway is. But because of all the
emphasis on, or the attention and activity created around the Rural Road Program, citizens in our state
inevery corner were able to see clearly just how important 2 good road system is for the state of Arkansas
and how important it is as far as economic development. One particular point I'd like to make with
regards to northeastern Arkansas is the extensive work on Highway 63. A lot of times smaller com-
munities in the area areinclined to think that that's really just a four-lane for Jonesboro and the objective
is to get Jonesboro businesses and citizens to Memphis or to St. Louis or to 1-55. Really that four-lane
will help Trumann and Marked Tree because it runs through those communities. It also will help sur-
rounding communities because they can use the two-lane rural highways to getto that four-lane. They're
off and running when they try to attract business becavse they can also say they are within twenty
miles, or fifteen miles of a four-lane corridor and hopefully we can see that kind of development
throughout the state as Commissioner Clark has noted.
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Funding for a lighway program has always been a problem. Do you foresee any problems with the state
being able 1o meet the needs or to fund such a program as you're invisioning here?

Raising money is always a problem. Our neighboring states have recognized the need for four-lane
systems within their states, Tennessee is engaging in a 3.9 billion dollar program, Mississippi is in a 2
billion dollar program. Several other southern states are doing the equivalent or more. I think it is es-
sential that Arkansas establish a very aggressive four-lane corridor program in order to compete with
ourneighboring states. In my opinion, we can sell our program and we must compete for industry. When
the citizens of our state realize how important the highway system is for the future development of Ar-
kansas, [ think they will insist that the legislature do whatever is necessary for us to have proper funding,

Very good point and the point made that was most critical was selling the need for such a program. That
will be our responsibility, as well as the various other individuals and leaders who that will see the need.
The first thing is to sell the public on the general need, and to let them know that the object is not just
to build highways. Highways will just be a means to the ultimate goal of spurring economic devel-
opment.

Regarding this I would like to make another statement. From the safety standpoint we can benefit from
the four-lane system due to the number of lives that could be saved and the tremendous reduction in

property damage.

The state’s transportation system as a whole has made tremendous progress over the last two or three
decades and one of the main reasons thai’s’been cited for that has been the fact that the Department
operates the way it does under the Mack Blackwell Amendment.

Idon't think there is any question that the Mack Blackwell Amendment serves a very useful purpose.
The admendment removes politics from the Highway Department, and its continuity is maintained
regardless of changes in Governors and/or Commissioners.

I agree. Regardless who the commissioners are and regardless who the govemor is. One other im-
portant aspect of it is that your commissioners are independent, once they're appointed they're in-
dendent of the political influence and that's important when you start talking about the importance of
roads going where they need to go and the importance of there being a coordinated effort in that as-
signment rather than responding to what may be political pressure. I think the amendment was ap-
propriate when first adopted and it's also quite appropriate today.

As you both have already found out, the job of Highway Commissioner can be very time-consuming.
There are many demands made on a Conumissioner, both their personal lives and their professional lives
as well.

Fortunately, I have a young partner, office manager, and staff in my business who are very capable and
this enables me to devote the necessary time to Commission business.

Putting in a number of night howrs and weekend hours has allowed me to balance the responsibility with
both obligations. Additionally, an understanding on the part of Arkansas State University as it relates
to myresponsibilities asa Highway Commissioner has made it possible for me to do both jobs. Arkansas
State University serves the entire state of Arkansas. It has students from 73 of the 75 counties and from
a number of states beyond Arkansas, 37 of the 50 states as a matter of fact. Thus, it, as well as other
institutions of higher education in our state, benefit from a quality highway and transportation system.
Were it not for that understanding, I would not be able to carry out both responsibilities.

) |
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"I would like to see a lot more
emphasis on how important a good
highway system is to
economic development.”

Have either one of you had an opportunity to get out and meet with many Department employees yet,
and what are your impressions of the Department’s employees.

I have met several, and I am looking forward to meeting many more. Those that I have met are out-
standing individuals who are doing extremely good jobs. Ihad the opportunity to attend a national
meeting in Biloxi, Mississippi and was in contact with a lot of Highway Directors from all over the
United States, Without exception, these directors rated Arkangas' Highway Department right at the top
nationwide. Anytime you receive national recognition you must have good people. I think the leader-
ship and staff of the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department are outstanding.

1 would agree. One thing that the Commission has done over the months that I've been here is to make
a conserted effort to communicate that to the employees of the Highway Departraent. There have been
a number of district meetings held where we've had the opportunity to meet with the Highway Police
and the leadership of the various district offices around the state. And those have gone very well, ex-
ceptionally well. And that has given us another opportunity to come in a face to face environment for
communicating withemployees of the Department. We found them very warm, very committed to their
work and very dedicated and with a real sense of the importance of that work to the citizens of the State
of Arkansas.

Rodney Slater

hﬁ,\;-??_;- S

I " . .it is essential that Arkansas

establish a very aggressive
four-lane corridor program."
Bill Clark
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WORK ZONE SAFETY

A GROWING CONCERN
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Trafflc Is often shifted to temporary roadway lanes and separated by concrete barrlers and plastic barrels.
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In additlon, temporary signing and striping 1s nsed extensively.

As travel on our highways continues
toincrease, so does the number of accidents
and deaths in highway construction/main-
tenance work zones. According to the Wall
StreetJoumal, trave] is up 6 percent nation-
wide and work zone fatalities have risen
from 487 in 1982 to nearly 700 last year.

The Arkansas State Highway and
Trangportation Department is engaged in
an increased effort to monitor and evaluate
traffic safety measures. A comparison of
the past two years reveals that fatal acci-
dents on Interstate highway projects has
dropped from 6 in 1985 to 2 in 1986. Fatal
accidents on non-Interstate- projects in-
creased from 8 to 12, The total number of

accidentsincreased from 800 to 839. Using
total construction costs to develop an acci-
dent rate, it was found that the rate for 1985
was 2.2 accidents per million dollars of
construction work while the 1986 rate was
1.9 accidents per milkton dollars,

The decrease in the rate of accidents
versus dollar volume of construction is an
indicator that the Department's safety ef-
forts have been relatively effective.

In a report to the Federal Highway
Administration earlier this year, the De-
partment pointed out that several steps are
being taken to improve safety in work
zones. More extensive use of detailed sign-
ing plans, concrete barrers, temporary

striping, raised pavement markers, tempo-
rary impact attenuation barriers, and better
delineation of detours are being incorpo-
rated in the design plans for projects. Once
the job is underway constant job-site moni-
toring is conducted. The Maintenance
Division is also beginning to install items
thatare normally used in constroction work
zones. The implementation of the STOP
Program (Speeding Truck Offender Pro-
gram) by the Arkansas Highway Police has
also aided greatly in reducing accidents.
The American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials

(AASHTO) recently surveyed the Statesto =

determine the nature and scope of the work

J
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‘.-'_;one accidentproblem on the Interstate and

Federal-aid Primary systems. Of the three
major types of work zones, i.e., construc-
tion, maintenance and utility, 73 percent of

all fatalites occurred in construction

zones.

The most common type of accident
involves vehicles striking other vehicles.
They account for more than 60 percent of
all work zone accidents. The second most
common type of accident was vehicles
striking fixed objects.

According to a recent AASHTO
article on this subject by Marshall Jacks, Jr.,
Associate Administrator for Safety and
Operaticns, Federal Highway Administra-
tion, motorists can expect to encounter
more work zones in their travels over the
years to come. “Most of the long-distance
highway travel in the United States today is
on the Interstate and Federal-aid primary
systems. The physical condition of these
systems is such that major rehabilitation
and reconstruction IS Necessary on many
sections of such roads,” Jacks said.

AsJacks pointed out, highway work

(@ones are often dynamic in natpre, As work

progresses through various construction
stages or during various periods of time,
rraffic may be diverted over different por-
tons of the roadway or over different road-
ways. In many cases, the normal capacity
of the roadway is reduced by one or more
lanes. Additionally, the close proximity of
the traveled way 10 work activity tends to
reduce the rate of vehicular flow. The ult-
mate result is increased delay and added
frustration for the motorists.

, There have been major advances in
work zone raffic control technology. Many
of these techniques are being employed by
the Department. These include such items
as portable concrete barriers for protection
of both motorists and the workers, and new
type arrow boards and variable message
signs for better motorists guidance.

The speed of traffic through work
zones can have 2 major impact on safety.
One of the most effective methods the
Department has used to keep speeds within
the limit is the presense of a uniformed

ighway Police officer. Construction and
maintenance personnel are instructed to
notify the Highway Police of potential

problem sites and request their presence if
necessary. Other states have also recog-
nized this and developed special arrange-
ments with enforcement agencies to pro-
vide extra enforcement personnel at work
Zones.

Of course, the key to improving
safety in work zones is an appreciation by
the public of the potential hazards. It is
imperative that motorists obey all traffic

control devices, speed regulations and
manual direction provided in work zones.
The motorists must realize that these work
zones are abnormal sections of highways
and therefore require extreme alertness and
caution.

The Department is committed to
work zone safety and priority is being given
to improvement of work zone safety in all
future project development.

.
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Temporary concrete barrlers separate the work zone from the traffic,
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HIGHWAY 71 OPENS TO
ROGERS/BENTONVILLE AREA

Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, center, is assisted by Highway Commlssion Chalriman Bobby Hopper as they cut the rlbbon
opening Highway 71. Others pletured are: (Ieft to right) Kaye Cotton, Rogers Chamber of Commerce, AHTD Chlef Engincer B.K.
Cooper, State Representative Richard Barclay (on podium), and Highway Commissioners Rodney Slater and Ron Harrod.

-

The latest stretch of Highway 71 in
Northwest Arkansas was officially opened
to traffic following a dedication ceremony
at the Rogers/Bentonville city limits, July
1. The new 6.16-mile, four-lane, divided
highway was constructed ata cost of $14.3
million.

Speaking at the dedication cere-
mony, U.S. Representative John Paul
Hammerschmidt, pointed out that $36 mil-
Hion in additional funding has been ap-
proved by Congress for the completion of
the Highway 71 project. Hammerschmidt
predicted that the widening of the highway
is going to have "an enormous positive
impact on the economy of this area, It will
be of great benefit to local industries, the
large retail distribution facility of Wal-
Mart, and a growing transportation indus-
try in this area. " He characterized the in-
dustries and Highway 71 as “independent
segments of the local and regional econ-
omy."

Language in a Congressional report
of the 1973 Federal Highway Act is what
got the project started, Hammerschmidt
said. "Since then, the improvement of
Highway 71 has been an ongoing success
story, thanks ¢ the enthusiastic support of
communities along the route," he added.

"“That support is well placed. Sur-
face transportation is the life blood of our
national economy, and it is only as efficient
as the quality of the highways we build.
Even more important, is this new four-lane
highway's improvement in safety," he
pointed out.

The federal government is provid-
ing 95 percent of the funds for the highway
construction. "As highway users, we are
paying for the Highway 71 project with our
gasoline and diesel fuel taxes,” he said.
"And with this project, we are getting our
money's worth." Hammerschmidt com-
mended the Highway Commission and the
Highway and Transportation Department

for their support and efforts leading to the
success story.

Otbers speaking at the ceremony
were Highway Commissicn Chairman
Bobby Hopper, Rogers Mayor John Samp-
ier and Bentonville Mayor Steve Bertschy.

During his address, Hammer-
schmidt observed that contracts have al-
ready been let for work on the 43-mile
relocation of Highway 71 from 140 at
Alma to Fayetteville. The Highway
Commission awarded a $8.8 million con-
tract in January of this year for construction
of the interchange with I-40. The estimated
cost of the entire project is $200 miltion.

In addition to the work south of
Fayetteville, the Commission has awarded
twoconiractstotaling $5.8 million for work
from Rogers to Little Flock. Additional
contracts, estimated to cost nearly §16
million, will be awarded in the next few
years to complete the highway to Bella
Vista,

10
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A portion of the new 6.16-mile, four-lane, divided Highway 71.

HOPPER COMMENDED FOR SERVICE

Arkansas Highway Commission
Chairman Bobby Hopper, of Springdale,
was honored by the Chambers of Com-
merce of Rogers and Bentonville/Bella
Nista, July 1, at a luncheon held prior to the
ledication ceremony for the new section of
Highway 71.

Bob Crafton, Chaurman of the
Transportation Committee of the Rogers
Chamber recalled that in 1975, 600 people
from Northwest Arkansas appeared at a
meeting of the Highway Commission in
Little Rock to request improvements to
Highway 71. "In the past 12 years we have
seen many improvements to the highways
in this area of the State,” Crafton said.
Many people have worked hard over the
years to get this highway built "but in the
last four years, no one has done more to
promote Highway 71 than our own
commissioner, Bobby Hopper," he said.

Hopper expressed his gratitude to
the people of Northwest Arkansas for their
continued support of the Highway 71 proj-
ect "I remember many years ago when no
one would even speak in favor of the new
highway at the public hearings, now every-
one, it seems, supports this new highway,"
he said.

Hopper said in just a few short years,

otthwest Arkansas residents will be see-
ing a four-lane, divided highway stretching
all the way to Interstate 40 near Alma.

Highway Commission Chalrnn Bobby Hopper recelves "Key to the Ciy"

from Bentonviile Mayor Steve Bertchy.

“I'm glad I could be chairman of the
commission at this time," he told the group
of about 150 people. "This is truly a great
day for the cities of Rogers and Benton-
ville. This highway will open up new op-
portunities for industrial growth and ex-
pansion, It will mean more jobs and a better
way of life for our citizens,” he added.

Hopper was presented with appre-

ciation gifts from various local companies,
including a toy tractor-trailer rig from the
‘Wal-Mark Company at Bentonville. Hop-
per told the audience that he would person-
ally push the toy truck down the new high-
way once it is opened.

The Mayors of Rogers and Benton-
ville also presented Hopper with the "keys”
to their cities,
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Commlisslaner BHI Clark A Central Arkansas Translt bug served as a back-drop for the dedicatlon.

COMMUTER PARKING LOT OPENS
IN WEST LITTLE ROCK

Commuters in west Little Rock now have the option of parking their cars at a new parking lot constructed by the Department and
riding the bus downtown.

Department officials joined with the Greater Little Rock Chamber of Commerce July 15 to officially dedicate the new I430/1-630
Park and Ride Lot located on Shackleford Road in the interchange of the two Interstate highways. This was the second such facility to be
built along I-630.

The concept of the facility was devised in 1973 because of the concern over the fuel shortages that were developing. The Pulaski
Area Transportation Study Coordinating Committee approved and endorsed the transit proposal as an essential element of the I-630 project
and as a vital express service link in the Central Arkansas Transit System.

"By constructing these lots we are actively promoting greater energy conservation, a higher level of bus express service, greater
safety and conveneince," Highway Commissioner Bill Clark said. "These factors alsocontribute toreducing traffic congestion and relieving
critical parking conditions in the central business district,”" he added.

Central Arkansas Transit began it's express service on July 20 from the new lot and will be surveying it's riders to determine how
to better serve their needs, according to John Haynie, general manager of CAT.

"The long range plans call for shuttle buses running up and down Interstate 630. We have not lost sight of that and hope to someday
implement this service to allow people to move from the western part of the city into the downtown area just as fast, if not faster, than they
can in private automobiles,” Haynie said.

Chamber of Commerce President Paul Harve! had words of praise for the Department having the foresight to provide the parking
facilities in the metropolitan area. 'We in Arkansas can be extremely proud of how our Highway Department is run, Over the last 25 years
we have advanced so much as far as the highways and streets in the State of Arkansas are concemned. We have much to be thankful for,”
he added.

The Highway Commission awarded a $473,797 contract to Joyner-Cranford-Burke Constmction Company to construct the new jot
The lot was constructed within the existing right of way for the interchange in order to save on land costs. Modifications were made 10
Shacklefard Road to provide access to the lot and extensive drainage work was also done.

12
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@ SPRING CREEK BRIDGE DEDICATED

Residents of the Bethesda community west of Batesville braved the afternoon heat by standing under umbrellas or the shade of a
nearby oak to join in the official dedication ceremony opening the Highway 106 bridge over Spring Creek and the Union Pacific Railroad
Spur, July 29.

A few miles east of the bridge site at the Highway 106/Highway 69B intersection in Batesville a bank thermometer was bolding
displaying the 102 degrees temperature. Noting the heat, State Representative John Miller of Melbourne told the crowd he appreciated their
presence at the ceremony. "This bridge is here because of the willingness and desire of the people of Arkansas to have their taxes raised
to improve our roads," Miller said, refering to the Rural Road Program. "People were demanding more highway projects, ang the
Legislamre knew more funding would be needed to meet the demand,” he said. “The people supported the increase in fuel taxes during the
1985 Legislative Session because they were assured by the Highway Department and the Legislature that the money would be spent for
projects like this one,” Miller added.

Miller was one of the co-sponsors of the bill creating the Rural Road Program. He said his interest in good highways goes back to
his early years in the legislature. "People would tell me they needed good highways and they were willing to pay increased taxes if they
were assured that the money would go for the highways," he said. “The people of this State are fortunate to have the kind of Highway
Department they have. T don't believe there is a group of people or agency that does a better job than the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department,” Miller said.

Highway Commission Vice Chairman Raymond Pritchett told the audience that Representative Miller had made the replacement
of the old bridge a top priority of his. Pritchett said he and Miller met with a group of citizens at McClure's Store in Bethesda about three
years ago to discuss the need to replace the bridge. "At that time, I .
don't think any of us had the slightest idea how we could get the e
money to build thisbridge,” Pritchett said. "The fact that we are here
today, dedicating this bridge, is a tremendous testimony to repre-
sentative governmentand how good it can be when you have people

@kc John Miller and Senator Jim Wood that really care that the
iews and the requests of the people be heard at the right places,”
he said.

The bridge at Spring Creek replaced an old narrow structure
that was built in 1932. The new bridge also crosses the Union
Pacific Railroad Spur that passed over the old highway. The vertical

(L-R) Senator Jim Wood, Commissloner Ron Harrod, Director

clearance on the railroad underpass was only 10.5 feet, preventing
passage of legal heightloads. The new structure and approximately
one-half mile of new roadway approaches cost $1.3 million.

Representative John Miller

Henry Gray, Mayor Jim Shirrell, Mlss Independence County
Stephanie Henthorne, Miss Batesville Lorl Davis, Mark Lamberth,
Commissien Chalrman Bobby Hopper, Ron Rugsell, and Commis-

slaners Raymond Pritchett and Rodney Slater

Highway 106 Bridge over Spring Creek.
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HIGHWAY 7 FOUR-LANE OPENED ¢

James Branyan (center with scissors) cuts the ribbon to open Highway 7. Ron Harrod

A 9.8 mile section of the new relocated Highway 7 between Camden and Smackover was officially dedicated and opened to traffic
August 5,

Highway Commmissioner Ron Harrod of Prescott told the more than 200 people in the audience at the dedication that the highway
will help enhance the safety of travel in the area and speed up the economic growth of south central Arkansas.

"At the same time that we celebrate the fact that we have received an additional ten miles of four-lane highway, we need to think
of the need for all of Arkansas to have about 1200 miles such as this that will bring tourism and industry,” Harrod said. "That's what we
need to be thinking about for the future,” he added.

Harrod stressed the importance of all of the people of the State working together for the betterment of the Highway System. "One
of the reasons that the Highway Commission has been so successful in the past is the fact that no one cares who gets the credit,” he said.
"What we do today will mean a brighter future for our children, so it is important that we all work toward that goal," he added.

Harrod was referring 1o the Commission's proposal that a four-lane highway corridor program be developed that will connect the
major cities to provide improved access for industrial and economic growth. Ataluncheon following the dedication, he said such a program
would enable Arkansas to compete with the other states in the region for that industrial expansion.

"It will be expensive. . .but we have the ability now. “We can't afford to wait another ten years before we begin,” he said. Harrod
said the Highway Commission has been a good steward of the funds provided for highways. “The Commission will come forward in the
next few months with a program and a map showing where we propose to build those 1200 miles of four-1ane highways. We will be asking
for your support and the support of the members of the Arkansas Legislature to fund this program,” he said.

Former Highway Commissioner James Branyan of Camden, who served as Master of Ceremonies, said he was proud of the
commitment the Highway Commission has made to the improvement of the State's highways. He pointed out that, although the first
contracts for the work on Highway 7 were awarded when he was on the Commission, it took a total commitment from the other members,
and those who followed, to make the project a reality.

Branyan was honored at the luncheon for his years of service on the Commission and was credited for beginning the work on a four-
lane highway from the Louisiana line to Pine Bluff. \

The first contract on the section of Highway 7 from Camden to Smackover was awarded in 1981. Since that time, five separate Q
contracts, totaling $12.4 million, have been awarded. Right of way and utility adjustments brought the final cost of the prroject to $13.3
million,
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) HIGHWAY 25 BRIDGE DEDICATED

It's been over one hundred years since the first bridge across East Cadron Creek north of Conway was built. However, that didn't
lessen the importance to celebrate the completion of the fourth structure at that location.

Over 150 Faulkner County residents were on hand August 6 to take part in the dedication ceremories officially opening the new
Highway 25 Bridge. The bridge was being dedicated by the residents in memory of Dennis E. Wilcox. Wilcox, who died in 1983, had been
manager of the Farm Burean Insurance Company in Conway for 26 years. He had been very active in the affairs of Faulkner County and
was credited by many as the leading force behand the replacement of the old three span truss bridge that was once located on Highway 25,

"When I was appointed to the Highway Commission, many people in this crowd today gave me much input on the geed for good
roads in Faulkner County. Dennis Wilcox was among them," Commissioner Raymond Pritchett, said. "In my judgement, he always was
looking out for the public's interest,” he added.

Pritchett said it was also a day to celebrate the deep commitment the Highway Commission has to Faulkner County and the rural
roads of Arkansas. "Your legislative delegation helped tremendously in making the progress that has taken place possible," he said.

"You should take pride in having the type of members in the General Assembly that you have because of their support and dedication
10 seeing that we have the funds necessary for the improvement of our
rural roads,” Pritchett said.

State Senator Stanley Russ of Conway also mentioned the
progress that had been made in Faulkner County and credited Dennis
Wilcox for his dedication to getting the job done. "If Dennis Wilcox was
anything, he was a practical man,” Russ said. "He would want thig bridge
dedicated to the people of Faulkner County and those who pass over it
in the years to come," he added.

Wilcox's widow, Louise, and their four children and grandchil-
dren were on hand for the dedication and took part in the ribbon cutting
ceremony.

The new bridge and approximately 2.3 miles of associated

| OOadway improvements, were constructed at a cost of $2.2 million.

Commissloner Raymond Pritchett, center, is assisted by Louise
Wilcox, as they cut the ribbon openlng the Highway 25 bridge.
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Ouachita River Bridge
"Disappears"
In A Cloud of Smoke

71N

S SR R i it~ ——

The maln span of the old Ouachita River Bridge on Highway 82 near Crossett

was destroyed by a serles of small explosions in less than three seconds. (See photographs at right).

It took about two years to build the
Ouachira River Bridge on Highway 82 in
1934, but less than ten seconds to destroy it
on July 21, 1987.

In 1984 the Highway Commission
awarded a $6.4 million contract to con-
struct a new bridge across the Quachita
River. The new structure was completed
last year, Earlier this year the Commission
awarded a $420,000 contract to remove the
old birdge. .

Anderson Excavating and Wrecking

Company of Omaha, Nebraska removed
the concrete deck from the structure and
then went about the task of preparing ex-
plosive charges to drop the old span in the
river. According to Scott Gustafson, project
engineer, two days were spent in preparing
204 charges of 30 pounds of RDX military
explosives.

By pre-cutting the structure, the
bridge broke apart into 28 separate pieces.
The scrape metal was towed to Monroe,
Louisiana, and sold,

The series of photographs on the
opposite page were taken by AHTD pho-
tographer David Hunter using a Nikon F3
camera with an 86mm lens. Hunter was on
a barge approximately one-fourth mile
upstream from the bridge. The elapsed time
from the first explosion until the bridge hi¢
the water was less than three seconds. The
smoke cleared in about ten seconds, reveal-
ing only the two main piers adjacent to the
new bridge.
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AHTD Sponsors Archeological Work
in Clark County

Article Written By
Burney McClurkan, Staff Archeologist

Burial 18 contalned three headless adults,
possibly an Indlcatlon of “head hunting® among the Caddo.
Pottery vessels had been placed In the grave where the skulls should de,
as well ag at the hips and feet of the skeletons.

6‘_‘.1

The Hardman site is one of a number of
archeological sites around the confluence of Saline
Bayou and the Ouachita River just east of Arkadel-
phia. This site was discovered by Environmental
Division archeologists during the field survey of
the approaches for the proposed new bridge over
Saline Bayouon State Highway 51. Considering all
the site in this area it was appearent there wasn'tany
way to replace this bridge without inflicting some
damage on at least one site. Some of these sites
were already known to be significant, and one, the
Bayou Sel site, is on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Hardman site was tested by AETD
archeologists and was determined to be significant, 1
t00. All things considered, it was decided that the W%
simplest solution to the problem was to excavate
that portion of the site which would be damaged by
the bridge replacement project.

A number of proposals to do this work were
submitted by archeological firms, and afterreview- -
ing and evaluating these proposals it was decided to
award the contract for the work to the Sponsored
Research Program of the Arkansas Archeological
Survey.

The SRP began their field work on June 4,
1987. The field crew was directed by David Wad-
dell This group spent approximately 40 work days
at the site under what can easily be described as [
uncomfortable, where the temperature and humid-
ity were both 90 degrees plus.

The earlier testing at the site by AHTD
archeologist had indicated that burials and burned
areas were present. It was likely other archeologi-
cal features would also show up in the subsoil. As
soon as the first burials were found the word spread
quickly, and some of the local "pot hunters" letit be f |
known that they had some reasonably senous in-
tentions about sneaking onto the site at night and
stealing any grave furmiture that might be present. 4
This was not taken as an idle threat, and it was\@#

atnight'and over the periods when the SRP crew

18
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Excavatlon of a typleal burial containing pottery and shells.

was away from the site. This was the first
@ne we had been involved with thiskind of
situation.

Since the site was on the road and
highly visible, it proved to be a popular
attraction. Over the period of field work the
site was visited by 150 to 200 registered
guests, and it is estimated that probably as
many as 400 people came to see the work.

The final tally on archeological fea-
tures was 19 burials containing 18 sekele-
tons, two grave pits were empty, while one
burialcontained three skeletons. Ten hearth
areas were found, some of which were quite
large and probably were related to salt
processing. One circular structure could be
distinguished, and probably portions of at
least four or five othercircular houses, plus
approximately 800 other post molds.

The burials produced about 50 pot-
tery vessels. These vessels are all attribut-
able to the Caddo Indians, with the excep-
tion of two pots which were types usually
found in Quapaw sites, and probably repre-
sent trade between these two groups. The
Ixiple burial mentioned earlier was of note
.@wause the three bodies all had had the

~Aeads removed. Pottery vessels had been
Placed where the heads would have been.

—

AHTD machinery was used to strip off the top soil.

The occupation thus far identified at
the Hardman site appears to be virtually all
Caddoan, and covers a ime span from
about A.D. 1200 to A.D. 1700.

One of the major attractions to this
general location is the relatively high salin-
ity of the water. Indians rendered salt here
for hundreds of years, and early Anglo-
American settlers continued the practice up
to the latter years of the 19th century. The
current excavations, hopefully, will shed

more light on the salt manufacturing proc-

essesused by the Indians. Itis likely thatthe
large burmed areas are connected with salt
rendering. Samples of bumed clay were
taken for archeo-magnetic dating.

The operation was highly successful
in spite of difficult physical conditons, and
the possibly of problems with vandalism.
The information gained from this site will
make a signigicant contibution to our
knowledge of Arkansas' prehistory.
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AHTD PERSONNEL CHANGES

s

Due to the early retirement incentives passed by the Legislature this year, a numbes of long-term employees chose to retire. As a
result of those retirement 2 number of positions within the Department have now heen filled with new people. We offer our congratulations
to these promotions.

N i
Bob Walters

BOB WALTERS has been pro-
moted o Assistant Chief Engineer-Design.
He replaces Brooks Nichols, who retired
August 12 with over 31 years of service.
Walters had been Roadway Design Engi-
neer since 1979. He began his career with
the Department in January 1972, following
graduation from the University of Arkansas
at Fayetteville with a Master of Science
Degree in Civil Engineering. Be was se-
lected the Outstanding Civil Engineer
Graduate. Prior 10 his graduation, he had
worked for the U.S. Forest Service and the
University of Arkansas as a Graduate As-
sistant. During his service with the Depart-
ment he has worked as a designer and head
of the Freeway Design Section of Roadway
Design. He is a registered professional
engineer.

PAUL DEBUSK has been pro-
moted from Assistant Division Head of
Roadway Design to Engineer of Roadway
Design, replacing Bob Walters. DeBusk
has been Assistant Division Head since
February 1982. Prior to that he was State
Design Engineer, charged primarily with
urban design projects. He has been a design
engineer since 1967. He previously has
worked as Assistant Resident Engineer in
the Forrest City area. He began his career
with the Department in 1960. DeBusk at-

tended Little Rock Junior College and
graduvated from the University of Arkansas
atFayetteville with a degree in Civil Engi-
neering, He is a registered professional
engineer.

Paul DeBusk

PAUL BROYLES was promoted
toRight of Way Division Head May 26. He
replaces Glendol Jackson, who retired with
over 30 years of service. Broyles had been
chief of the Acquisition Section in Right of
Way. He began his career with the Depart-
ment in 1961, He left in 1964 and returned

o ol

in 1966. Since that time he has held the
positions of draftsman, Title and Abstract
Researcher and Negotiator, He attended the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock and js
a retired Colonel in the Army Reserve,

PERRY JOHNSTON was pro-
moted to Chief of Acquisition to replace
Broyles. Johnston had been an Appraiser
with the Departrnent since 1985. He first
worked for the Department in 1979 and left
in 1980 to work for Frank McGehee and
Associates as an employee benefits con-
sultant. He has extensive experience in the
real estate business and has worked as an
agent for a contractor in Fayetteville and
Fort Smith. Johnston is a member of the
International Right of Way Association,

VIC WINCHELL became head‘l\
of the Administrative Section of the Right
of Way Division in June following the re-
tirementof A .C. Ledbetter. Winchell began
his career with the Department in 1966 fol-
lowing four years in the Air Force. He has
worked as a draftsman and engineering
technician in the Right of Way Engineering

Perry Johnsgton, Paul Broyles, and Vic Winchell
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@cﬁon and as a Closing Agent. He has an
associate degree in engineering technol-
ogy.

Bifl Stanton

BILL STANTON was promoted
to Public Affairs Officer in July to replace
Bill Looney who retired after 37 years of
service. Stanton began worked as Public
Hearirg Specialist in 1976 and was pro-
" {lpoted to Assistant Public Affairs Officer in
1981, He has a journalism degree from the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock and

has worked as a reporter for Little Rock
television station KATV and the Arkansas
RadioNetwork. Heis a Captzin in the 189th
Tactical Airlift Group of the Air National

N
Se.

-

Larry Dickerson

LARRY DICKERSON joined
the Department in July as Assistant Divi-
sion Head of the Fiscal Services Division.
He had been a field supervisor for Legisla-
tive Audit, where he was employed 13
years. Dickerson graduated from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock with a
degree in accounting in 1974.

ROY WALDEN has been pro-
moted to Section Head of Records and Re-
production, replacing Al Dunn who retired
in June. Walden joined the Depariment as
an Engineering Aide in the Surveys Divi-
sion in 1973. He was promaoted to Photo-
grammetrist in the Photogrammetry Sec-
tion in 1980. He attended the University of
Central Arkansas and the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock. He is a Major in
the 123rd Reconnaissance Technical
Squadron of the Air National Guard.

Roy Walden

CHANEY INDUCTED INTO ACADEMY

James R. Chaney, District Engineer,
District 5 at Batesville, was recently in-
ducted into the Arkansas Academy of Civil
Engineering at the University of Arkansas
at Fayetteville,

In the induction ceremonies Chaney
was admitted with eight other Arkansas
civil engineering graduates. He was cited
and recognized by the existing academy
members as an outstanding Civil Engineer,
a Registered Professional Engineer, and a
graduate of the University of Arkansas.

Chaney was first employed by the
Department as an Engineering Technician
and worked in District 6, Bridge Design
and the Construction Division from 1960 o
Lll%& He left the Department to work for

& Corps of Engineers from 1963 to 1965.
He returned to the Department in 1965 as

—

a Resident Engineer in the District 6 area,
was promoted to Assistant Division Head
of the Construction in 1967, and since
August 1, 1969 has been in his present
position with the Department at Bategville,
The District S area includes Cleburne, Ful-
ton, Independence, Izard, Jackson, Sharp,
Stone and White Counties.

Chaney isa member of the Arkansas
Highway Employees Retirement System
Board of Trustees, Arkansas Highway and
Transportation  Department  Research
Committee, Arkansas Good Roads Trans-
portation Council, White River Kiwanis,
and American Legion.

He is married to the former Shirley
Shald. They are parents of three children,
Karen and Kathryn, both students at the
University of Central Arkansas, and a son,

~

Steven, a senior at Southside High School
in Batesville.

¥ - it (§
Jim Chaney
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The Med Flight helicoper was a big attractlon at the Health Fair.

Bob Mize of Roadway Design undergoes a dental check.

Second Annual

Charles Clements of Roadway Deslgn seems ta have second
thoughts about giving a blood sample for an anemla test.

Jlm Garrett of State Afd has hls blood pressure checked.

Health Fair Held

at Central Office

Over 300 Central Office employees took advantage of the

services offered by the Baptist Medical System at the Second
Annual Fair to check out their "well being,” Tune 18.

The Department’s Exercise/Physical Fitness Committee
conducted the Health Fair in the lobby of the Central Office.
Services and tests offered included; height and weight analyses,
anemia, diabetes, blood pressure, glancoma, dental and hearing. A
physician was available for consultation and review of the results
a of the analyses. Brochures from the Cancer Society, Diabetes
Association, Heart Association and the Leukemia S ociety were also

available for employees.

The results of the tests showed only a few employees
diagnosed as possibly having high blood pressure, glaucoma,
diabetes, or being anemic. These people were advised to seek
further examinations from their family physicians.

The Department was awarded a National Fitness Campaign
grant sponsored by Baptist Medical Center and Wells Fargo Bank
to promote physical fitness. As aresult of the grant, the Department
constructed a one-mile fitness trail with gamefield gtations on th
grounds of the Central Office Complex.
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Blind Student Learns

Radio Operations
Through Job Participation Training Act

Tim Leet answers a call on the Department's radlo system. The Versabrallle machine Is on his right to record the call.

\

For Tim Leet, 19, of Alexander, Arkansas, a career in com-
munications or broadcasting is now a step closer. Leet, who will be
entering his senior year at the Arkansas School for the Blind, gained
valuable on-the-job training this past summer as a telecommunica-
tions operator in the Department’s Radio Section.

"This is the type of work 1 enjoy and want to do when I
- graduate,” Leet said. °I have enjoyed working for the Department
this summer. Everyone here has been very friendly and coopera-
tive,"” he added.

Leetbegan his ten weeks training in June. Asa participantin
the School for the Blind's job training program, his salary was paid
through the Job Participation Training Act. The purpose of the
program is to provide students with actual job experiences.

"The Department was contacted by the School and asked to
provide a place for Tim to train," John Hall, State Maintenance
Engineer, said. “He has done the work as a Telecommunications

W\ Operator in our Radio Section and we have been very pleased with

his performance," he added.
Cal Porterfield, Radio Section Head, said Leet was a quick

learner. "I showed him the basic layout of the console. We went over
the various towers and tones for each channel] and then I gave him
a few practice calls on the radio to se¢ how he would handle them.
He picked it up in less than 30 minutes," Porterfield said.

Since operators must keep a daily log of their activities, Leet
utilized a computer-type device known asa Versabraille. "T am able
to record all of my calls on the machine and, if necessary, I can go
back on the tape to check out a certain call ormessage. The machine
will also provide a printout which is kept on file with the other
operator's logs at the end of each day,”" he said.

Leet hasbeen interested in radio for several years. His hobby
is amature radio.

“I told Mr. Porterfield that I would be willing to come back
on weekends or holidays this year to help out if they need me. This
has been a good leamning expereince,” he said. It also has given him
the confidence he needs to prepare for work once he finishes school.

"Not only have ] enjoyed working here, but it shows that I
can do this type of work and I am looking forward to pursuing this
as a career later on," he said.
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April 28, 1987

Arkansas Highway Dept.
Pocahontas, Arkansas

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in regard to an incident that occurred today on
Highway 50 in Randolph County. One of my Home Health Aides
lost some of her papers and a signed employee check. This lady
is 70 years of age and works very hard caring for the elderly and
disabled. She would have had a difficult time living for the next
two weeks if her check had not been returned.

I personally wish to thank Mr. Eamest Sorg. He could
have kept the check, and no one would have ever known, He has
renewed by faith in humanity. All of you are to be commended
for your honesty, for this employee reflects upon the entire
Highway Department.

Thanks again, Mr. Earnest Sorg.

Hannah Fuller, RN
Area Agency on Aging

vesEEeNNag

May 4,.1987

Mr. Coy Campbell
District 7 Engineer
Camden, Arkansas

Dear Coy,

On April 30, my wife and two daughters were retuming
from Little Rock when they had a flat on our van. One of your
employees, Dale Reddin, from the Fordyce area, was courteous
enough to stop and see what the problem was. He then ¢changed
the flat and got the spare on for them. It's a good feeling to know
that there are gentlemen like Mr. Reddin on our Arkansas
highways when you are in need.

Please relay to him my appreciation for his kindness.

Sincerely,
Dennis Falwell
Camden, Arkansas

Editor's Note: Bobby Dale Reddin is the Dallas County Area
Foreman in District 7.

(LYY RL]

July 6, 1987

Arkansas State Highway Department
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Govemnor and Commissioners:

Of all the Visitor Centers we stopped at on our trip from
Georgia to the Grand Canyon and back, we just wanted you to
know that the ladies working the a.m. of 7-4-87 at the Fort Smith
Visitor's Center were the friendliest and most helpful we met. We
appreciate the State of Arkansas.

Unsigned
Dublin, Georgia

sasanyuéon

May, 1, 1987

Mr. Jim Briley
District 2 Engineer
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Dear Sir

I am writing this in regards to one of your workers at the
rest area on Highway 79 between Fordyce and Pine Bluff. On
April 28 we were going down the highway when we encountered
trouble with our motorhome, so we pulled into the rest area, We
ate out lunch and got ready to leave and the motor wouldn't start.
After a few trys, nothing happened.

Roy Harris, the park attendant, came over and offered his
assistance, to no avail. He contacted a mechanic by phone to
come and help us. Within a few minutes they were there and got
us going again,

Many thanks to Roy Harris for his concern on our part, Not
only did we get a good mechanic, but cur undying faith in human
kindness. Wish there were more men like Mr. Harris, this would
be a nicer world.

Thanks again,
Floyd and Alga Hackett
Port Huron, Michigan

Editor's Note: Roy Harris is the Rest Area Attendant at the Rison
Rest Areain District 2.
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‘:iay 20, 1987

Arkansas Highway Dept.
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Sirs:

I live in the last house in West Moro on Highway 238.
Your men have been mowing up to the city limits and they are
doing a splendid job. They also did a good job last year.

A second point of congratulations I would like to add,
Rodney Slater attended high school with my davghter and we
always felt he would be someone of importance. We are glad for
him that he was appointed a Highway Commissioner.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Lois Turpin
Moro, Arkansas

May 12, 1987

Mr. B.J. Bamnett
District 10 Engineer
/@ aragould, Arkansas
(e

Dear Mr. Bamett:

Your department’s prompt attention to our problem on the
curve cn Highway 158 east of Bay is appreciated. We think the
signs will be helpful in preventing future accidents. The effi-
ciency of your department has impressed us and makes us feel as
though our tax dollars are being used efficiently. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Emest Ashlock
Bay, Arkansas

May 22, 1987

Arkansas Highway Dept.
District 4

Fort Smith, Arkansas

Dear Sir:

I want to relate a recent experience involving one of your
fine employees, Mr. Gary West. On April 29, I was driving south

@on Highway 186 when my vehicle would not pull the hill. Mr.
~ West came along in his Highway Department Suburban and

assisted me in getting the vehicle off of the road in a safe manner.

He then took me to get help at a nearby garage in Altus and
I was later on my way. I might add that it was late in the day and
he was on his way home from work and he took the extra steps to
assist someone in trouble when he could have been enjoying his
free time. Actions like these improve the image of your depart-
ment in my eyes and that of others.

Give Gary a special thanks from me for his agsistance.

Andrew R. Rossi,
Little Rock, Arkansas

Daspagannn

May 29, 1987
To Whom It May Concern:

I want to commend your Department for employing con-
cemned and reliable people at your rest areas. Bob Petty and Sue
Berry are responsible for our retrieving of my aunt's purse when
she left on a picnic table. This was at the Hazen Rest Stop. We
were traveling by car, but we also travel in our motorhome. These
rest areas really mean a lot to us.

Thanks so much,
Mrs. Tom Gough

June 12, 1987

Arkangas Highway Dept.
2409 Eureka Garden Road
North Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Department Manager:

I commend you on choice of personnel. Mr. Jimmy Neal
helped me with a flat tire, Tuesday, June 9. I was stranded on
Interstate 40, seventy miles from home. I am a facilitator for
Employee Involvement for the United States Postal Service. OQur
aim is t0 motivate the employees to get involved in sharing the
responsibility of Service to the Customer. Jimmy Neal is a good
example of an employee carrying “responsibility" a bit further to
"Service to the Customer”. Please extend my special thanks to
Mr. Neal.

Sincerely,

NJ. Seibs

United States Postal Service
Little Rock, Arkansas

vamasmasaa
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June 21, 1987

Mr, B.J. Barnett
District 10 Engineer
Paragould, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Barnett:

Thank you for your quick response to my letter sent to you
May 12, 1987. Your prompt reply was certainly appreciated, but
the fact that the crew was sent out so soon to fix this area was most
appreciated.

This unpaved area between Highway 18 and the concrete
side bridge has been a trouble spot for quite some time. The
people who use this bridge are happy to have this problem tended
to. The crew did a fine job. One would only have had to traverse
that gap one time, before the repair, to fully appreciate the steady
ride now.

Thank you again for your immediate attention and the
crews efforts to do a good job.

Sincerely,
Mrs. James T. Grisham

Aangesesens

June 22, 1987

AHTD Maintenance Supt,
Paragould, Arkansas

Dear Sir:

Tust a short note to commend two Highway Department
employees. On Tuesday, June 16, Charles Harvill and Clifford
Hine used a backhoe 1o clear out a clogged ditch in front of our
house and property. It was impossible to keep the ditch open and
the weeds under control. We live on Route 49, 3 miles north of
Marmaduke. Thanks for a job well done.

Matt Hauck
Rector, Arkansas

Tune 26, 1987

AHTD Director's Office
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Sir:
[ want toexpress gratitude for both my wife and myself for
the extraordinary assistance rendered us by Mr. Jimmy Finley

on Sunday, JTune 7, when our motorhome broke down at your 0 i
Malvem, Arkansas rest area

Jimmy took it upon himself to locate a mechanic to repair
our unit and kept checking on us until the job was done and we
were on our way again. His efforts included numerous phone
calls as all businesses were closed on Sunday, however, he stuck
with it until a man was located and help was assured.

Please convey our gratitude to Mr. Finley.

Sincerely,
Bill Hooffnagle
Houston, Texas

July 6, 1987

Mr. AE. Lee
AHTD
Searcy, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Lee:

-*" The Scouting leaders of Quapaw Area Council would like
for you to know how much we appreciate the time and service to
your contributed by James L. Duncan. His volunteer service asa
camp leader at Camp Nile Montgomery has been an importanit .
key in the character development of many Scouts.

Thank you for your encouragement and support in his

service to youth. The dividends in fumre leaders and men of
character are immeasurable,

Thanks,

Jerry Gusewelle
Volunteer President
Quapaw Area Council

Ammapowwnd

July 6, 1987

Mr. Lee Gibbons
AHTD Sign Shop
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

Thark you so much for your presentation about "signs”.
The kids seemed to enjoy your talk and the staff agrees that you
were our best speaker yet, this summer.

Please extend our thanks to Josh for his part in your talk.
He presented a very positive role-model while he was here, @

I think we all [earned something we did not know about
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iommum’cating without words".

Sincerely,
Faye Davis
Youth Home - Little Rock

July 28, 1987

AHTD Director's Office
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Sirs:

I'wish to compliment you on your choice of personnel that
care for your state parks and rest areas. I am referring to Roy
Harris of Rison, Arkansas. He is the caretaker of the rest area on
Highway 79 between Little Rock and Pine Bluff.

Mr. Harris befriended my father, Kenneth L, Manley,
when he became ill at that rest area. He went out of his way to
assist and care for him. When my father's illness worsened, Mr.
Harris ransported my father to the Veteran's Medical Center in
Little Rock. While my father was a patient, Mr. Harris took
vacation time to visit and cheer him. Mr. Harris also recognized

{.ne severity of my father's condition and notified me of the same.

Since then, my father has passed away, and it is in his
memory that [ am writing to you and thanking you for staff who
are so caring. He went beyond his employment duty in helping
my father.

Mr. Harris is certainly a credit to your department.

Sincerely,

Donna J. Galvin
Mauston, Wisconsin

July 28, 1987

AHTD Maintenance Dept.
Osceola, Arkansas

Dear Sir:

I wish to take a moment and express my thanks to two of

your employees. Their names are Billy Grubbs and Emest Fal-
kenberry. They were kind enough to assist me after I became
drowsy and pulled off the roadway, shoulder and onto the grassy
right of way. After napping about three hours I attempted to start
my engine and realized thatin my drowsy state, I failed to turn off

he parking lamps and discharged my vehicle's battery. Your
employees were kind enough to stop and give my vehicle a

battery jump to get us on our way.

I do not know if Mr, Grubbs and Mr. Falkenberry will
remember me, I am the fellow in the brown Ford van pulling the
blue utility trailer. We were located approximately two hours
north of Memphis on the southbound lane of the interstate.

Please extend my thanks to these gentlemen, and I hope a
copy of this letter will find its way to their personne! files.

Respectfully,

Barry Detlefsen, Trooper I
License and Weight Service
Beeville, Texas

48008404400

July 10, 1987

Arkansas Highway Dept.
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Sirs:

On a recent trip through your lovely state, my wife and
myself stopped at the wayside on Highway 79, 17 miles south of
Pine Bluff. The place was perfect in every way and the reason was
aMr. Roy Harris. This man was totally interested in his work and
your department is lucky to have this kind of person. I thought
you would like to know,

Sincerely,
Francis Barts
Skokiee, Illinois

June 30, 1987
Dear Mr. Gray:

Ttis such apleasure to write this note and congratulate your
department on the daily cleanliness, upkeep in all of the sense, of
the Easthound Rest Stop here in Ozark. Itis so very beautiful with
the mountains, lake, etc. Those two young men, Bobby Reed and
Orville Nichols, keep the grounds and recepticles, shelters, etc,
as if they were theirs personally. We have and do go frequently
and the rest stop is usually busy "with all kinds” - which makes
it all the more important. My husband joins me in doing this and
hope you find a note of this kind in your mail frequently.

Sincerely yours,
Mr. & Mirs. Jack Paul
Ozark, Arkansas
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JUNE 1987

35 YEARS
Troy H, Henderson ... vnvesnes e
Calvin L. Rawls ........
Verlan W. Roberson .
Ervin C. WIdDeT v eeveiecce v e v vee s

30 YEARS
Donald A. Bmbry .....ccceveninmussssnennscconninn
John E. Livingston....
Calvin E. Rushing ..o vcniicinnncnnnnsionnns
Edward Slaoghterbeck ......coccoenmniieninennans District 4

25 YEARS
Austin L. Coles winninnunne
Joseph B. Gardrner ....
Charles H. Hesselbein ..
Chester G. King ....ocou...

... Distriaa §
... District 6

Claude C. Panon ..c.oweeeenvermrieticeneeninens District 7
20 YEARS

Clyde Bridges. ... District 8

Herbern L. Underwood ... ceeceeeeosiveenns District 8
1S YEARS

William E. Campbell ..o District 4

Larry D. Blder .......... District 4

Danny P. Grigg ..... Distria 9

Sammy L. HOOM ..o Traffic

Claudie C. Johnson...
Larry A. Johnson ...... .
John W. Kuhlmann, J1. ..cweerneeensernnennenn. District 4
Cad E. Lindstrom Suarveys
Bumnin D. MOrgan ... snesensscconnns District 10
Rodoey Z. Price oo irerviennne istri

Brent E. Watkins ..
Jimmy D. Young ......coee v seveinncrnn e

Pavl O. Banzhaf .....ccoocvneivr i
Price W. BIOWE uceeuenmmnsnnssennessnemnecarcssnes
Johnnie O. Cooper
Jimmie R. Gates .......
Leroy D. Goodwin
Virgil D. Gray ......
Bill W. Hutchens ..
Timothy L. Isom......
Edward J. Linneman, Jr...
Terry D. Mantooth ...
E.D. Randall ..... .
Rebecea J. Sebren ..t P&S

Tracy N. Zuber ..... District 6
Juke W. Starling ... District 6
5 YEARS
REX L BAMES .. ooceen e seceeeen e seesaeenaae Distri 3
Joe N. COVINBLON rvrerrreeerrersrersesersanesnaes District 3
Tommy W. Halbert .. District 1

Roxanne P. Kames .District 2
David L. Lawson ....ccceccueie ... District 4
Richard J. Lucss ...... .Right of Way
Randall L. Reardon ..o vevaecennen e District 3
JULY 1987
35S YEARS
HP. BENCIZ, J1. ceceeee e e eeessresaaseesrans Planming

30 YEARS
Kenneth D. Kidd oo District 3
25 YEARS
George Martin, Jr. ..o e e District 8
W.C. "Botch” Wilson
20 YEARS
Jimmie D. Davis coeceeeceeeecereseieenere e e District 9
Jesse M. Doughty .. .
James A. GOlden ....ccoveerveens sevurnse e s Distict 4
Charles W. JAMES ...coeeceeee e s District 9
Clarerice D. Roper District 4

William O. Vance ..

Robert W. Wray ..... ..District §
15 YEARS

Laveme T. ArledBE «...cooovvnennvensisnenirrnnas Distriet 3

Jerry F. Clemence ........o... ... District 4

Clarles R. Dachs ... j

Lee V. Eambean
Eddie M. Erwin wc.ocevenecenene e e e e
Otis W, Fowler .....

Donald E. Griffin

Johnny C. Hamilton......cco v

Regina W. Latdler i Legal

Harold L. McElduff .. Distriet 1

Olga M. MUZQUIZ ...t ranaes b5 District 6
10 YEARS

Joseph K. Bentz.oover vt District 6

Charles R. Boyd Surveys

Robert 8. Bradley ..ovvcrvvervrvsirnacnnns Surveys

William H. COle ..courrver e recvre v s District 10

Buryl K. Dunlap ..vecevevecevneceninecnnne ..Sorveys

Jerry R. Eagley ...... District 10

Edward T. Flanagan ........coee e seeuraeenenns

Gregory B. Graishe .....oocveeeeneerveceneennninee

Harold M. Grimsley, Jr.

Ray A. Gruver, I1. M&R

Sammy G. Howell ..o e District 9

George W. Mason ... , District 2

Larry D. MOOTE ...ocvrieecee e ren seevarees District 6

Bobby H. Reed w.imiin i niine District 4

Ray Shackelford ... .Distriat 9

David A. SPIKS .ovveiieeecrervierressisemeereeceees Distria §
Elma R. ThOMPSAN ... coer e cerveneesarenssenees Distnet 7
Duavid M. Walker .. ... District 6
Rick R. Widrer..... .Distria 9
Robert L. Wilson v iensermesiioiiicnesnenss Legal
Bl S, Wright ..o District 10

5 YEARS

Lewis W. Staggs
Ronnic A. Veazey
Chanles L. WLAMS ..c.oceree e e District 3

AUGUST 1987

35 YEARS
Vemie Berry ...oooncvconncninnns ... District 9
25 YEARS
Arthor H. Cale ..o cereeeer e e vgen District 1
Bdward A. FEATS ..o e e Distriat 3
Spencer Y. Land . e Distries 5

Neal M. MBEEL ..ocuvvevrsins s s e Surveys
Timmy D. South .o e District 1
20 YEARS
Lawrence Edwards ... District 1
Williem D. Jackson .. District 10
Olin R. Ridge........ ... Distriet 10
Harold D. Smith «ocvveeeaeeerne e srv s District 2
Naomi I. Troxel. ..District 10
Floyd D. Ward ..o etiecannns District 3
15 YEARS
Allen G. BUllock ..cvereveveeeecrsenaeriserernnenn Distict 2
Danny R. FOSIET...overerrrvmuerssmerranconrarsnan District 7
James D. Gaither ..ooeevveevrecnneneceans Environmental
David D. Neighbours ... Distrit 5

Vemon L. Storment.. .District 8
ROSS WYLE wrveee sercnen eeea s e s aes srienens Bridge

10 YEARS
David L. Bishop oo e .Di
Don B. Crain . .
Teff R. GUHhAM oot snacssnae i, !
Lloyd S. Owen......
Joe B. Parker ..ot
Bdward I. Shipman ...
William S. SOMMENt .o.i i e
Wing C. TIChenor ...cvmmmricernemscnsrnsinnnns
Lyle D. Ward .ot Safery

.Reproduction
-.... District 7
.District 6

Annette Gilmore .District 1
Deborah S. Gross ....Bridge
Dorothy L. Hancock . ...District 10
Robent D. Peters ....... ... District 2

Jeffery A. Venabdle.... .Distriez 6

MAY 1987
Loranza I. Bishop, J1. e, District 2
Paul R. Blankenship . <nne Districe 7
Edris H. Braswell ....ouveieericrcnmseereossnenns Distriet 9
Curts D, Conrer ...... ..Planning
James H. HAMmiSon ..c.cvveveene e Disiria 1
Winfred K. Manin District 5
James D. Pierce .... Districe 2
George P. Price...... ....District 8
Granville I, Smiamt.. ..ot District 4
William B. Dunean, Jr. oo District 3
Billy E. Langston ..... ..M&R
James C. Smith ..... Distrier 2

Carlos C. Womack ...

Charles S. Hopper
Jumes F. Jones ......c..oue..
Wylie P. Lindsey
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RETIREES CONTINUED

Billy E. MGEChUI. ..o oo
M.A. "Tackic® Wallace .. .
John F. Bradley .ocuincioncnn s
JUNE 1987
John W. BAldridge ... eoeeeveserseremrermrennresnes District 10

AJ. Blaylock ... .District 10
Virgil J. Butler, Jr. District §
Birdic G. Clayton ... Distriez 1
William C. Dillon, J. o E&P
C. Nathan Garrett.... ...Right of Way
Roy C. Glaseo ..... ... Distrier 10
Saxton L. IVY e e

Gerald Lindley ..o s

W.G. Peterson ...,

Calvin Lo REWIS coovoes s s District 2
Melvie J. Reding .oovveerneesveriressemrermre e District §
Paisy P. Roling ...

Deward E. Smith s DiSIIICE 8
Mary B, TUMES .ot Highway Police
C.E. Woodfield ....corr v e Distriet 2
Alvis H. Pense ..... «ermn.District 4
Hermit Vestal ..... .Springbank Ferry
Clinneth O. Adams v District 3

John W, Barharm ..o e mnessteacsn serenoes Distriet 3

Lyrndal TR. Brunson ... District 2

Jm F. CAner o ceecstrciennse s serains District 2

Allen DOna ..o i Reproduction

Johnmie L. FOX vurmurmmmesreuncrensensereserens sens Distrjet 2

Orval R. Glover .. .Distriet 10

Charlene McClain . e serenvenees ronsesserenees M&R

John C. Owens.... Distriet 1

Charles N. Roach ... M&R

Verlon W. Roberson ... District §

Leon T, Tullos ........ ...Dismia 7

Thorpas L. WhILe ...ccoceveerrreiircesnisoseresians District 2
JULY 1987

Herman H. Belk ... cicccirevennnes

E. Pete Benetz, Ir. ..

Martin H. Chlders ....oerrvvsrrranenns

Jack L. DICKeY wevrrivnninisnsisseaissiirnnnacones i

Vemon Drennon .,

Ouida L. GriINes ...ccvervveenmimeonnerensnssesnsessens District 2

Hazel G. Harger . vieseniens Legal

Troy H. Henderson .
James E. Hurst ...
Glendol Jackson.. ...Right of Way
Jack L. Keflch .o Fiscal Services

A.C. Ledbeter ... nnnae -.Right of Way
William P. Looney .. .. Public Affairs
Joe W. Lovell iimecncennceene e ceras sennnss Plaoning
Earl Page ... e District 8
Howard G. Page ..o eienvanene e e Dismict 4
James M. Pennington . Disuiat 2
Chares L. PerTy ..o vvrcrnrcenusnmnneraresemsenes Distncat 1
Bill W. PHErCe oo ceinniesieimnessnmeriarsisseeens Dismict 6

Alva G. Rives, Ir. ....
Oscar W. Rowland .....
William R. Shelton, Jr.

Robert B. Sims ...oceveiconnrrenneeesenssieniianr s M&R
Edward L. Slaughterbeck .. District 4
Lewis M. Wade......cooim i seisianninen E&P
Joe B. Wallact ...coveinarinens

Ray Wren.............

Bobby J. FIAhErtY .o s

Eamest Ponder.......oicmvinionnenn.

Herbert Underwood . “

Jotm F. Cheatham .. ..o vevomrveerccnrece e ceneeeees

Burl Bridges oo District 8
Kenneth D. Kidd ....eccveninnns creennanenn DiStICT 3
Tohn D. Taylor ..o v sercrcemrenennnas Highway Police

Congramlations to Bruce Harrod, son of Com-
missionerRon and Clauderta Harrod of Prescont on his
elecuion as Speaker of the House during the 1987 Boys
Stare beld in June in Little Rock.

:.\-..“ - 2'.‘
u 2!

Bruce and Ron Harrod

ARKANSAS HIGHWAY POLICE

: Congramlations to the senior officer of the
Highway Police, Lt Herman Reginelli of Lake Vil-

_alage, who retired Augost 3 with 32 years of service.

Le. Reginelli was employed May 1, 1955 by the

‘cights and Standards Division of the State Police. In

Tuly 1963, he transferred with the Division to the
AHTD and in July 1975 was promoted 1o Sergeant.

_—

In October 1976, he was promoted to Lieutenant
aod wag essigned as the officer in charge of the patrol
unit at Lake Village. Since February 1985 he hasbeen
the Supervisor at the Lake Village Weigh Station. On
behalf of the Highway Police and the AHTD congratu-
lations and thank you, Lt Reginelli for your 32 years
of dedicated service.

AHP Chlef John Balley and Lt. Reginelll

Susan Gayle Jennings, daughter of Lt. and Mrs.
William "Bill" Tennings, was one of the gradusting
seniors from aronnd the state that attended a reception
with her parents st the Govemor's Mansion. The
reception was held by Govemorand Mrs. Bl Clinton
on Saturday, Mzy 30, 1987.

Susan is an honor graduate from Valley Springs
High Schoal and was valedictorian of her graduating
class. Lz Jennings is the supervisor at the AHP Harri-
son Weigh Station

Mrs. Clinton, Lt. & Mrs. Bill Jennings,
Susan Jennlngs and Gov. Clinton

Shown in the picture below is John S. Ross, age
3, and PFC Ross Martin, of Patrol Unit 181 of Dumas.
Jobn is PFC Mantin's neighbor and wants t0 be an
Arkansas Highway Policeman like "Mr. Ross".

John S. Ross and PFC Ross Martln
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CONSTRUCTION

Congratulations to Chuck Holland and Kathy Jo
Wyers who were married June 13 in a beautifu] cere-
mony in the Church of Christ at Russellville. They will
make their home in Little Rock. We wish them both
many years of happiness.

—

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Holland

Annette Stanton is a proud grandmother again
with the birth of Rachael Elizabeth on June 3, weigh-
ing 8 pfaunds and 9 cunces. She is the dsughter of
Diane and Dennjs Smithson.

Tina Adams and farpily are epjoying their new
home in the Salem cornmunity.

Best of luck to James Moore who transferred to
the EEO Section. We will miss you!

Ron Price's son, Russcll, was the pitcher for the
unbeaten Bears teeny league baseball team coached
by Ron. The team received several trophies and cele-
brated the occasion at Showbiz Pizza where they were
honored guests.

Also playing on league teams this summer were
Linda Chivers' daughter, Mandy, Ron Price’s oldest
som, Chris, and Tina Adams sons, Travis and Michael.

Our sympathy was extended to Bill Mulhollen
on the death of his father, Robert M. Mulhollen of
Coming and also 10 Tinz Adams on the death of her
strp-father, 1.D. “Red” Bamphart of Plummerville wha
was retired from District Eight

Heather Price, danghter of Ron Price, was the
recipient of the Presidential Academic Fittness Award
for outstanding ecademie achievernent at Oak Grove
Elementary School where she is in the 6th grade.
Congratulations Heatherl

COMPUTER SERVICES

Pay Sullivan, our wonderful and most cfficient
secretary, retived on July 31 after 21 years with AHTD,
19 1/2 here in oor Division. Computer Services has
had many chiefs bot Fay was always here. A small

party was held for her amang our division employes
who presented hera gold watch so she can enjoy every
hour of her free time. We will all miss her quick wit
and sweet smile. Everyonc is stil} talking about Reba's
Highway Peanut Buter Picl

Donna Smith replaced Fay a8 our secretary, She
trunsferred from the Utilities Section of the Right of
Way Division. Welcome Donna.

Compuier Services held their First Annual Pic-
ni¢ Olympics on July 18. The large turn out of employ-
ees and their familics demonstrated their skills in such
games 2s volleyball, fishing for tape rings, horse-
shoes, balloon toss, chipping golf balls and ring toss.
Certificates and medals were awarded but most im-
portant, fun was had by all who auended. The color
was fumished by Sarah our funloving summer em-
ployve.

Production Control of Computer Services had a
very cnjoyable summer. Carclyn Bobo enjoyed a
family reunion at Bums Park and a)so a five day trip to
Fort Worth, Texas.

Mary Green went back home to St. Louis, Mis-
souri for her 20 YearClass Reunjon. We heard her
husband Tommy had more fun than she did}

Brenda Halen went home to West Virginia Lo
vigit her parents, then on to Myrle Beach, South
Carolina. Brendz was also surprised on the 40th binth-
day with a3 BIG 40 PARTY by her good friends
Carolyn Bobo, Carolyn Stringer and Mary Green.

Judy Akers of Data Brtry and her husband, Joe,
went to Hawaii and of course are ready to go back.

Congmtulations and best wishes 10 Daphne T.
Baker and Steven H. Cole who were married June 12
at Trapnall Hall. Daphne and Steve live at Thomburg,
They have two pups, five goats, and are expecting
another goat soon.

Another wedding took pace Avgust 1 in Denten,
Texas when Bumey Mc¢Clurkan's son, Scan Walter,
marmried Amy Hardin. Bumey, Edwina and all five
kids were io the wedding and a very festive oceasion
it was, Seen i a staff photographer for North Texas
University Administration snd Amy ig a student a1 the
University. We wish them the best in their life to~
gether.

Bill Richardson and famnily recently drove from
Lutle Rock 10 Seaitle, down the Pacific Coast to
Disneyland and then home. A long trip was had by all.

Katle, Lisa, and Sara Richardson
at Redwood Natlonal Park
in Callfornia

e 23

Sara and Lisa Richardson at
Redwood Nstional Park, Callfornla

Congramlations of James Sullivan, Jr., Klaine's
son, who graduated from Morrilton High School.
James had a very active high schocl carcer, both
academic and athletic. Good luck 10 Jamie as he
pursues his callege and professional goals.

Brenda Guest is & very proud mother; her
daoghter, Janelle Remee Guest, was crowned Miss
Hoove Day Care 1987 at her Day Care Prom in May.
Brenda's son, Maurice Guest, received & certificate for
perfect attendance, an Award of Recognition for class-
room work, and special recognition for a “Just Say No
to Drugs” Poster. Maarice eamed all A't during th
second semester of his frist grade year at Man&a
Lather King Elementary School

Janelle Renee Guest

Maurice Guest, Jr.
F * g’ ’
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Cn March 31 Vanessa Smith wasborn weighing
8 and 1/2 ponnds. She is the daughter of Perlix “Pete”
Smith, one of our Heavy Bridge employees. Vancssa
Jooks quite content on her blanket in this picture.
Contratulations Pete, she sure is cuate!

Vanessa Smith

We have said "Goodbye" to two dedicated
ploycs who have retired. Martin Childers, HBM
Q.rcman. retired with 25 years of scrvice. We cele-
=Brated this event with cake and punch on May 28.
Herman Belk, Landscape Technician in Roadside
Development, also retired after 15 apd 1/2 years of
service. We had cake and punch for Herman on June
26, Good luck 10 both of you on your retirementl

Edna and Herman Belk

Since Ifailed to get pictures of our graduates in
the 1astissue, T would like Lo offer "belated” congratu-
lations 10 our 1987 graduates, Melaney and David
Gee, children of Jim and Betty Gee, both graduatcd
this year. Melaney is & graduate of Hall High School
in Lirde Rock and David graduated from the Univer-

l‘!tly of Arkasas. Also Jercmy Land, son of Gartand and

iy Land, gradunted from McClellan High School in

Litde Rock. Jeremy plans 1o attend Louisiana Tech
this fall, Congramlatiens to all of you!

—

Melaney Gee

David Gee

Jeremy Land

MATERIALS AND RESEARCH

The summer employees in Materials and Re-
search were Term Claibome, Tammy Barfield and
Shane Haynie.

Terri Clajibome, 2 Beebe resident, performs
various analyses in the Chemistry Lab. She plans to
aaend medica] school after completing her degree in
Chemistry with Honors from the University of Central
Arkansas. Tesri has worked for the AHTD before and
has performed her work and duties excellently.

Tammy Jill Barficld of Jacksonville was geain-
fully employed in the Asphalt Lab. She is a chemical
engineering student at the University of Arkansas at
Fayeuteville. Herplans in the future are to acqnire a job
in the Petroleum Field.

Paula "Shane” Haynic of Sherwood, also s
chemical engineering student at the U of A, was also
employed in the Asphalt Lab. She leamed many new
procedures and gained valuable experienoe from her
mentor, Bob Gossett, high tech scientiest. Hopefully
Shane will be back with us next summer or maybe
become Section Head one day. Ladies we are very
proud of you and the work you accomplished.

j -
Tammy Barfield and Shane Haynie

Joann Niehaus has a new grandbaby o brag
about, Her name is Tiffany Nicole Niehaus. She was
born June 12 to Robert and Debbie Nichauos of Merkel,
Texas. This make's Joann's seventh grandchild and
only the second girl. Remember Joann, don't spoil that
babyl

Talking about babies! Mike Price is estactic
about the expected birth of his first child. We wish we
could say the same for Brenda Price, Brenda, chemist
for M&R, will bt happy when this baby comes in
December. We're all happy and joyed over their ex-
pected arrivals. We'll ull pray for her safe retumn and
health of the child, good luck Brendal

More expectant parents arc Alan Meador, engi-
neer in Research, and Liane Mecadors. This will be
their first child due December 27. Alan plans on
helping his wife through this pregnancy as much as
possible. Also, we hope you can make lhose early
moming feedings!

Research has recently been going on vacation
binges: James Sanders went 1o Cancun, Mexico;
James Marshall went 10 Key West, Florida, and Greg
Harding visited tea U.S. Virgin Islands and Paul
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Simms went to Florida. Whew, with all this traveling
we expect them 1o stay in the office just a livde bitihis
fall. Also, Tyler Calhoun Nicholson took a 4-day
vacation to Dallzs, Texas 10 participate in Laser Tag
competition,

We wish to express our appreciation to Charlene
McClain. Charlene was 8 secretary for Construction
for 8 years and then our secretary for 21 years. Char-
lene always had a smile on her face and performed her
doties with efficiency and finessc. She officially re-
tired June 26. We regret having any pictures devel-
oped yetaf herretirernent pany. They will be available
for the next issuee. It was & very nice retirement party
and many emotions were felt for her. We have not
forgotten Charlene and never will. She will always
bring a smile to our faces and uplift cur spirit. Char-
lene, if you are reading this, please be sore to come by
whenever you wish and chat.

Ag the pictare below illustrates, Materials and
Research has grown over the years. The individnals
picmred are: Front Row: Ray Gruver, Jerry Stacks,
Mike Limbird, Tyler Nicholson, Lamy Williams,
Christy Westbrook, Ellie Watson, Terry Pearson,
Brenda Price, Donna M¢Gehee, Greg Harding and
Choek Sitton. Second Row: Terrell Watts, Earl
Kirkpalrick, Rick Sneed, Keith Powell, Alan Meador,
Charlic Means, George Green, JoAnn Nichaus, Jim
Reynolds, Cathy Haley, Reggie Cobb, Nancy
Troillett, fat Gee, and Karen McDaniels. Third Row:
Fred Clark, Dave Lumben, Wayne Casteel, Neil
Roach, James Sanders, Terry Hardison, Jira Martens,
Kim Ford, Jack Han, Steve Harris, Danny Mathis,
Takee Clements and Ralph Hall. Fourth Row: Paul
Simms, Calvin Collins, Terry Tucker, Bob Gossett,
Bob Kessinger, John James, and Jerry Westerman.

Also new employees recently hired are Tom
Mix, Jobnny Harris, Melvin Moss and Mark Green-
waod. Alll of the fine gentlemen arc working the fietd
crews in the Geotechnical Section.

ARKANSAS HIGHWAYS
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Bob Bamert is struming around like & proud
peacock. He now has anew granddaughter. Her name
is Mecghan Danelle Slarer, bom May 9, weighing 6
pounds and 15 ounces. Bob’s youngest davghter,
Vickie, and her husband, Jeff, are the proud parents.
Congratlations to all

Megan Danelle Slater

We have a new employec in tie ploto lab. Her
name is Vicki Shelnult who transferred to us from the
Sign Shop. Vicki‘s hobbics are photography, camp-
ing, and hiking. We are happy to have Vicki - her
bright smile and pleasing personality are a welcome
addition to our office.

We alsolost one of our favorite employees. Roy
Walden has transferred 1o the Records and Reproduc-
tien Section as Section Head. We gave him a *poing-
awgy" party and presented him with aniceplant forhis
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office. We are sorTy to see him go, bat we wish him lh‘
best of luck in his new position.

Roy Walden and Ferrell Adams

Terry Gaither had a marvelous vacation in Colo-
rado this summer. He came back with stacks of beaw-
tiful photographs of the scenery of Colorado. From his
photographs, you can scc that Colorado is a beaotiful
site,

PLANNING

The Planning Division honored Trish Parsons of
Technical Services with a stork shower on June 16,
The blessed event is expected soon. We all wish Trish
and Nick the best of parenthood.

Technical Services had 2 salad luncheon on July
15 for three July "birthday people”. They are Lepiena
Kellar, Paul Elcan and Trish Parsons. Happy Birthdayl Qu

Mildred Gal had a nice vaeation in Destin,
Florida during July. A lot of sun in the sunl

Technical Services would like to welcome Julie
Hart 1o their office in July. She wansferred from
Hydraulics.
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We would like to welcome Kera Crowder to our
office as Clerk Typist. She worked in Personnel list
year as 2 COB student and graduated from McClellan
High Schol in May. She is replacing Sherri Noron.
We wish Sherri the best of luck in her new job.

Fxres ey TL

Kera Crowder

Congratulations to Jerry Dixon for 15 year of
servicetothe Department and to his daughter, Audrey,
who gradusated from McClellan High School this year,

Audrey Dlxon

Verna and Randy Higgins are the proud parents
of ababy boy bom April 20, Matthhew Brent weighed
8 pounds even. This picure was taken when Matthew
was five weeks old. Mom and Dad both play sofiball
and Matthew will soon follow in their steps if the owmfit
is any indication. He is a real dolll

&N
Matthew Higgins

Congratulations to Lorie Merrick who was pro-
moted to DBE Program Specialist. We will really miss
ber cheerful persanalily in Programming and Sched-
uling. Best wighes Loriel

We would like to congratwlate Tom Harrel on
the birth of an inflamed appendix on July 21. It was 6
inches long (ramor had it at 8 inches) and a real cutie.
Tom retumed to work fully recovered within a week
and we were glad to have him back,

Becky and Mike Sebren spent over a week
traveling in Plorida, New Orleans and Natchez. We
are glad they had a good time and we are glad they are
back.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

On June 30, = retizement party was given by the
Public Affairs Office honoring our boss, Bl Looney,
Public Affairs Officer, who retired from the Depant-
ment after 37+ years of service. Bill and his wife,
Charlene, was presented with a 35mm camera as our
special pift. Special guests were Bill's son and
danghter-in-law, Randy and Rita Loogey, former
Highway Commissioners, Miss Willic Lawson and
James Branyan. Many friends and co-workers came
to to wii by to wish Bill well on his retirement.

Randy, Charlene, Blll and Rita Looney

RADIO SECTION

Johnny Nalley was recently awarded his 25 year
service pin as Communications Maintenance Special-
ist in the Radio Section. Jim Taylor, Radio Mainte-
nance Supervisor, presemnted the award.

Employees in Maintenance and Radjo cele-
brated with Jobnny. Cake, Punch snd Coffee were
served. Congramlations Johnny, we appreciate youl

: -'T*!" 7o) \R i 7 ,l

Jim Taylor and Johnny Nalley
e _." == -F—

Joey Blacklock

Welcome to Joey Blacklock who was employed
as a Telecommunications Operator in June and is
doing a great job, He had been in the Navy for four
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We wish to welcome Roy Walden to our gection
as Section Head. He replaces Al Duan who retired
June 17, Roy transferrs to us from Photogrammerry.
He joined AHTD July 30, 1973. He and his wife,
Brenda, have one daughter and one son. Glad to have
you Roy!

We sure are missing our two retirecs. Patsy Ro-
ling, Offset Press Supervisor, and Al Duan, Section
Head, both retired in Junc. Potlucks were held in their
honor and gifts from the Scetion were presented. We
wish them the vesy best. They are both cenzinly
enjoying retirement.

Al Dunn

We have two new grandbabics. Brady Allen,
weighing 7 pounds and 8 onnces, amived May 29, the
son of Snsan and Ron Spielmun of Sheridan, Wyo-
ming and the grandson of Ava and David Harding.
Avzand David spent two weeks with the new baby and
his parcats.

On July 10, Katy Murie arrived weighing §

pounds snd 4 ounces. She is the daughter of Tina and
Blake Brightand grandduughter of Pete and Betty Bs-
carre. Katy is pictured with proud big sister Kortnee,
Congratulations to these parents and grandparents.

) We are enjoying our sammer employees: Kelly
Edkin in Xerox,, Ruth DeBro in Map Sales and Susan
Summers and David Craig in 16mm Microfilm. Kelly
has enrolled in Dreughons School of Business and
attends class three nights a week. She is sudying tobe
a Computer Technician. Ruth and Susan will beth be
atending UALR this fall. Ruth will continue stodies in
physical therapy and Susan is majoring in accounting.
David will be retuming to Hall High School.

Ruth DeBro, Susan Summer,
Davld Craig and Kelly Edgln

Suzenne Bumen, daughter of Bonnie Hodge,
recently graduated from Pulaski Vocational Techni-
cal School as an LPN. She is working at Doctors
Hospitz] and will continue her schooling to become an
RN. Christopher, Bonnie's grandson, likes to look at
his mother'’s medical books and says he wants 1o be a
nursc or a doctor. He is 4 and 1/2 years old.

Credonna Nalley recently purchased a new
mobile home and now lives at Mayflower. She is
enjoying hernew home and also enjoying lots of fresh

vegeubles from a garden close by. ‘

Debra Allen is driving a beautiful new Mark I
Conversion Chevroles Astro Van. It (s white with
mauve and gray. It even has a TV! Congrarulations
Debra.

Anatasia Marj' Pumphrey, 8 month old grand-
daxghter of Pat Latson, won sccond place beauty in
ber zge division in a Baby Pageant benefiting the
Spina Bifida Association of Central Arkansas. Con-
gratulations Tashia.

Anatasia Mar{' Pumphrey
RIGHT OF WAY

Congramlations t0 Glendol Jackson, Aﬁ‘
Ledbetter and Nathan Garrent on their retirement {r

the Higbway Department on May 20. Glendol retired
as Chief of the Right of Way Division with 30 years of
service as of March 1987, A.C. retired as Chief of the
Administrative Section with 30 years of service as of
July 1986 and Nathan retired as a Negotiator in the
Acquisition Secrion with 32 years of service as of
April 1987,

A recepiion was held in their honor where they
were greeted by many friends from outside the Depant-
ment, including FHWA, co-workers from throughont
the Department and several retirees. Also present at
the reception were Glendol's family which incladed
his wife, Gerri, daughter Xaren and her husband Cad
and their two children, Clay and Holly, their son John
and his wife Pem and Gerri's mother, Mrs. Green.
A.C.'s wife, Frances, was present 1o help him greet
everyone but their two song, Michacl and Steven, were
working and conld not attend. Nathan's wife, Juanitz,
was present and their daughter, Donna Lynn, came all
the way from Fayenteville to be with them. Their two
grandchildren were in school and could not come.

All three retirces were presented Memory
Books, gifts from theirfellow employees and a framed
picture that Randy Reed drew especially for each of
them. A special cake was made for each of them that
depicted their favorite pasuime. Glendol's was fish-
ing, A.C.'s was golf, and Nathan's was hunting.

Ttis noteasy totell threemen like these goodbye,
but from all reports they are enjoying their retirement
and zll three look great with their suntans from work-
ing and playing outside so much. We are all ve
happy for them and wish them much future bappines:
and lots of success in their fishing, golfing and hunt-
ing.
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A.C,, Glendol, and Nathan

Since these three men retired there bas been a lot
of changes in the Right of Way Divigion, The Chicf of
the Division is now Paul Broyles who was Chief of the
Acquisition Section. Taking Paul's place zs Chief of
Acquisition is Perry Johnston, who was an Appraiser.
Vie Winchell replaced A.C. as Chief of the Adminis-
trative Section. Marie Kling was promoted from Sec-
tion Sceretary to Closing Agent replacing Vic. Don
Mattbews replaced Nathan Garrett, Wayne Willis
replaced Don Manhews and Tim Robertson replaced
Weyne

Mary Gibson recently transferred 10 the Legal
Division where she is working for Regina Laidler.

hough we hated to see Mary leave Right of Way,
G says she really likes her job and we are happy for
wer. Donna Smith took Mary's place as Sceretary inthe
Utilities Section and Jennifer Tinnel replaced Donna
as the General Seeretary in that Scction. Jennifer wag
a COE student working in Fiscal Services. Her plans
areto work fulltime at AHTD and goto school atnight.
We would like to wish her well on thig endeavor,

Congratulatioms to Debbie Holmes, a secretery
in the Appreisal Section, and her husband, Gary, on
the birth of their second daughter, Lanra Elizabeth,
bom on JTune 10, Leura was a very petite baby when
she was bom weighing only 5 pounds and 10 ounces.
Laura has a very premy older sister, Kimberly, who ig
five. Kimberly is very proud of her baby sister but just
wait until she gets old enough to tear up her books and

Laura Ellzabeth Holmes

D Our sympathy to Sheryl Fletcher on the loss of
her grandmother Mrs. Jessie Wauts of Benton on July
26.

TRAFFIC

We would like to welcame three new employees
tothe Traffic Division. They are Sue Gillihan working
inthe Traffic Safety Section, Culson Johnson with the
striping crew, and Marta Sams as the new Division
Section Secretary. Welcome to Traffic.

We were sorry o lose Bobbic Collins to Sur-
veys. We wish you Bobbie. Good luck on your new
job.

We have been hearing about the fun vacations
from Junc Rain, Mike Selig and Rex Spurlock. June
and family had fun in the sun in Orlando, Florida. They
had a great time.

Mike Selig and family vacationed in the moun-
taing of Gatlinburg, Tennessee then o Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina and to the Builtnore Estates. They
really enjoyed their trip.

Rex and Family had u great time on vacation
also. They camped in the Smoky Mountains in Cades
Covc and BikmonL Rex said they were looking for a
bearbut had no luck. They also went 10 Pigeon Forge.

John Gorton got married! John mamed Jac-
quetine Blliou Cole on Tune 30. They are now setded
in their home in North Little Rock. Much happiness to
John and Jackie.

DISTRICT g

A round of fish fries was held in District One for
some of our long time employees who took advaniage
of the early retirement inceatives.

The first feed was on May 8 at the Resident
Engineer's office in Wynne for four long time employ-~
ees: Grover Clayton (34 years), Wylie Lindsey (31
ycars), Billy Meachum (35 years), and J.C. Owens (33
years). While Wylie had already left for a tour of duty
with the Nationa) Guard, the other three were there in
rare fom, Special guests incloded their wives: Faye
Clayton, Ruby Meachum and Bonnie Owens. Also
atending were men who had previously been Resi~
dent Bngincers in the Wynne Office - Ray Woodruff,
Gene Belknap, Haden Cockrill and Joe Bamert. Joe
was presented with a useful gift to nge at the fishing
hole this summer. We sre sure that fic has shown it
around District 10. Each honoree was presented with
a rod, reel and tackle box from the crew and Peaches
received a "special” fishing rod.

Owens, Clayton and Meachum and
"speclial” flshing pole

Approximately 100 employees and guests at-
tended a fish fry at the Distria Headguaners for
Sealing Job Superintendent Jack Lindley, who retired
with 33 years of serviee.

Jack’s wife, Vinnie, and son Jerry and his wife, Becky,
were our special goests. Jack was presented with 2
watch from hig fellow employees and an engraved key
ring. J.H. Andrews, Distributor Operator with the
sealing crew, was also hovored at this time. John
Henry rezired with 32 years of zervice.

Andrews and Woodruff

Last, but pot least, was the fish fry held for
Vedon Dronnon, Assistant Resident Enginecr, and
Chardes Perry, Senior Inspector at the West Helena
Resident Bngincer's office. Good food and fellowship
were abundant. The crew presented Verlon and Char-
les with an engraved watch and fellow employee,
Doug Ragsdale, made each of them a personalized
ammunition chest. Verlon's wife, Calherine, was a
specizl guest 25 well as Ray Woodruff, Gene Belknap,
Jim Smith, John Watkins and Kenneth Brazile. These
menhave a combined total of 267 years of service with
the AHTD. All were fine, dedicated employces whose
presence will be missed. We wish each of them a long,
happy retirement.

Dunne, Drennon,
Woodruff and Perry
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We have lost several maintenance crew mem-
bers to retirement recently. They are Norwood Smith,
Distributor Operator in Crttendent County with 21
years of serviee; Luther Ross, Single Axle Truck
Deiver/Mower Operator in Crittendent County with
19 years of service; T.W. Nowlin, Area Headquarters
Attendant in Moroe County with 15 years of service;
James Hurst, Single AxJe Truck Driver/fMower
Operator in Monroe County, 10 years; Hugh Vance,
Single Axle Truck Driver/Mower Operalor in Monroe

County, 20 years of service. We wish them many
happy years of retirment.

Bobby Alford, Crew lLeader in Crinenden
County, lost three or gained three, depending on the
way you look at it, when three of hig children married
within the past year. First was son Robert and wife,
Robbie, who married on Valentine's Day at the High-
way Baptist Church in Marion. Next was daaghter,
Sharon, who married Rzy Beckel also at the Highway
Baptist Church. Daughter Carla and Tom Pennington,
were marricd in Memphis in March of this year. Best
wishes to all of these newlyweds.

Tom and Carla Pennington

DISTRICTTWO 6

District Two is winding up a long list of retire-
ments and saying goodbye 10 old friends. Nothing is
more difficult than not seeing familar faces you are
used to secing each day. These people give somuch to
the day o day routine and are taken for granted ontil
they are gone.

The District and Shop employees honored
Tommy White, James "Hop” Pennington, Pete Peter-
son and George Mason on their retirenent. Tommy
had 30 ycars with the Department and worked for a
number of years in Cleveland County. He retired 2¢
Motor Patrol Operator in the District Maintenance
Crew. Tommy loves to hunr and fish and now he will
have time to enjoy both.

I.M. "Hop" Pennington retired with 10 years of
scrvice as Serior Mechanic. We wish miss “Hop's"
gift of talk.

George Mason was employed for 10 years as the
Body Repairer and Painter, He and his wife, Helen,
plan to spend a lot of time at their home in Mepa.

Ouida Grimes retired after 32 years of service to
the Department. She was the District Bookkeeper.

Lyndel Brunson retired as Crew Leader in Lin-
¢oln County after25 years of employment. Lyndel and
his wife love to square dane and now they will bave
more time to enjoy it.

Retiring from Drew County were Johnny Fox
and Jim Frank Carter. Johnny was Backhoe/Frontend
Loader Operator for 38 years. Iim was a Muhi-axle

Trock Driver with 29 years of service, Both will be

migsed in the Sealing Crew.

Tommy White

Pete Peterson
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J.F. Carter, Joe Akln, J.L. Fox

1 | 1 E]

Sealing Crew

Gary Fletcher from the Resident Enginesr's
office in McGehee, received his 10 year service
sward. Gary is an inspector.

%

Max Bagwell and Gary Fletcher

Joey Waddle was promoted 10 Office Manzgerin
District Two. He and his wife, Julie, have atwoyearoid
son, Jordan. Jocy hag been with the Depantment for 12
years ag Assistant Storeroom Supervisor in District
Three before transferring to Pine Bluff. In his spare
time he enjoys reading, playing guitar, singing, and
fishing. Welcome 1o District Two Joeyl

Jim Pound, Resident BEngincer at Pine Bluff, has
tranferred to a residency in Little Rock. Jim was in Pine
Bluff for a couple of years and everyone will miss him.
We hope he will come back and visiL.

II ' g
Pine Bluff Residency
Shown in the picture below is Alton Thomas of

Desha County receiving his 15 year service award
from Bamey Herring. Alton is & Finish Motor Patro}

Operator.

Alton Thomas and Barney Herring

Gene and Gerri Woodfleld and
Grandson Jonathan

Asphalt Ingpectors
Lynn and Bllly

Frank Brown
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DISTRICT T LE

Congramlstions to the following on their years
of service with the AHTD: LaVeme Adedge, Larry
Johnson and Rodney Price, 15 years; Carl Murry and
Hubent Jones, 10 years; Dennis Clark, Daniel Th-
ormpson, Walter Sykes, William Teaguc, John Bre-
cheisen, Charles Williams, Rex Bames, Joc Coving-
ton and Randy Reardon, 5 years.

LaVemne Arledge and Rodney Price were pre-
seated their 15 year centificates of service by District
3 Engincer William Tyler. A cake was provided by the
Distrist Office.

Jerry Whiteburst, District Maintenance Soper-
intendent is shown presenting service certificates Yo
Larry Johnson, 15 years; Carl Muorry and Hoben
Jomes, 10 years. Joc Covington is preseated his 5 year
certificate by Area Foreman Kit Core.

Dale Auron, who recently received his 20 year
service certificate, wanted to show off his cake that the
Hernpstead County Crew had prepsred for him.

b g

Larry Johnson and Jerry Whitehurst

entitinatenr &“‘”ip

Snbaneds Wi Bt
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Dale Aaron's

Cake and Certificate

We have recently had several retirements a‘
promotions to fill the opeen positions. Hemmit Vestal,
Springbank Ferry Supervisor, retired and Weldon
Garrison was promoted to Ferry Boat Superviser.
Thomas Adams, Equipment Supervisor, retired and
Churles Ghormley was promoted to fill his position.
Kenny Kidd, Sealing Crew Superintendent, retired
and Doyle Powell was promoted 1o his pasition, Steve
Mortrow was promoted to Shop Foreman to fill the
vacancy when Charles Ghormley was promoted to
Bqoipment Supervisor,

Joey Weddle, Assistant Storeroom Superviser,
was promoted to Distriet Office Manager at Pine Bluff
in District Twe. We hated 1o sce Joey leave but we are
very heppy for him &nd his promotion.

On May 28 a retirement party was given for John
W. Barham, Thomas Adams, Kenny Kidd and Hermit
Vestal at the District Shop. The party consisted of a
fish fry and presentation of gifts 1o the retirces. Special
guests were Maurice Head, Al Sacco, Hamy
Walteockson and Odis Barker of the BEquipment and
Procurement Division; James Mansfield and Duanc
Sowell of the Safezy Division; Charles Mitchell, for-
mer District 3 Engineer and Dale Spencer, former
District 3 Assistant District Engineer. Hermit Vestal
wag unsble to attend his retirement parnty.

Kenny Kidd, John W. Barham, and
Thomas Adams

A fish fry was held June 26 ax thé Common Hill
deer camp by the District Sealing and Distriet Wide
Maintenance Crew, in honor of Kenneth Kidd, Seal-
ing Job Superintendent znd Jodic Ham, Shoulder
Machine Spreader who were retiring. Bobby Calhoon,
Wendell and Car Murry did the cooking while the rest
did a Jot of visiting. A Sportsman’s flashlight and
thermos were presented 10 Kenny and Jodic was
presented a metal detector. Special guests were R.E.
Calhoon, retired Sealing Job Superintendent and
Thomas Smith, District Wide Operator. The crews
decided not o0 wait until someone retires to have
another fish fry.

Conpgramlations are in order for James W. Bun,
Construction Materials Inspector and Rodney Phil-
lips, Construction Helper of the Texarkana Resident
Engineer's office. They came back with honors from
the 1987 Sate Demolay Conclave held in Jones
James was clected as “State Dad” and Rodney wa
elected as State Junior Coanselor for the Jurisdiction
af the State of Arkansas Order of Demolay,
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{C The crew of the Texarkana RE Office made sure
they had the "proof™ of the big mess of fish they caught
on their Spring fishing ip. Included in the big cateh
were bass, catfish and crappie.

Danny Willlams, Larry Myers, Ronnle
Garner and James Owenby with "proof™

Carmen Ranette Gamer, daughter of Ronnie and
Anneue Gamer, became the bride of Weayne Taylor,
Jr., on June 27 at Beech Street Bapust Church in
Texsrkana. They are presently living in Linle Rock,

Carmen Ranette Taylor

Wehave a graduate we want to contratalate, she
is Kerrl Whitehurst, daughter of District Maintenance
Superintendent Jerry Whitehurst. Kerri graduated
from Hope High School.

DISTRICT FOUR

Serviee awards this quarter included Roy Wil-
Lizms, Sr. Construction Materials Inspector, 30 years;
Sterlin Bramlen, Construction Instrumentman, 25
years; Larry Stemsick, Construction Helper, 5 years,
sl from RE office 44. John Carr, Fisnish Carpeater, 10
years; Charles Ross, Muoli-axte Truck Driver, 10
years and Margret Byers, Roogh Carpenter, S years,
all from the Bridge Crew and W.A, Harrison, Lead
Person, 15 years and Loyd Plunken, Multi-axle Truck
Driver, 5 years, both from Sebastian I.

Carl Sanders and Larry Steinslek

John Carr and Charle

s Ross

Margaret

Byers

Paullne McCollum's grandchildren
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Rachel Turman, Assistant Storeroom Supervi-
sor is our newest grandmother. Swaci Nochel Jensen
was bom June 21 weighing 7 pounds and 7 ounces,
Stacic’s parents are Rachel's son, Ricky, and his wife,
Susie.

Stacle Nichol und Grandmother Rachel

Brzdley Charles Jen, son of Ray Jeut, District 4
Officc Manager, participated in the Scott County
Poultry Festival with his "Little Mo Bxpress”. Some
trucker that Brad is!

Brad Jett

We wantto welcome Shirley Sheets to the office
i Port Smith. Shirley is our new COE student from
West Ark Community College and is a Secretarial
Science major.

Darin Williams, son of Nap Williams, District
Receptionist, played baseball for Mansficld Pec Wee
team. Darin played first basc and was chosen for that
Jeagues All-Star tcam. Darin's tcam placed 2nd in
regular season play and 1st in the toumament.

/_.
Darin Williams

Shown in the picture are Leon Brewer, Resident
Engineer aod Emie Westfaf), at Eamie's going away
party st Springdale. Emie moved on to bigger and
better things as he transferred to the Alma RE office to
become Assistant Resident Engineer. Congratula-
tions Eamie!

Leon Brewer and Earnle Westfall

We at the Resident Engineer's office in Alma
would like 10 express our sppreciation for our new
office located on Collum Lane. Bach of us zre ex-
tremely proud to be here and we hope our stay isalong
and prosperous one.

On the moming of July 13 we had an unplaned
visit by a reptile. The snake was first located when our
Resident Engineer atempted to flush the cormede.
When it would not flush, he assumed there was a
malfunction. When he ruised the tarfk 1id be found the
source of the problem, A snake was wrapped around
the inside of the tank. He replaced the lid and left to
return later to remove the snake. When he retumed, it
wasnolonger there. A drastic search was conducted by
onr employees to find the snake. When it was located,
we were mede awere of it immediately by a severe
scream. It was found by our Field Clerk, Melissa. We
were very fortunate to have someone filling out an
application for employment at the time who was a
herpetologist. He removed the snake forus and took it
home with him. We hope this will be the last visit of all
snakes,

Pauline McCollum, Constetion Aide, is proud
to share with vs the accomplishments of seven of her
grandchildren. In the piciure below are left to right,
from the top are Jim Wes, Brady, Rebeeea, and Joey
McCollum; next row, Emily, Ollie, and Lacy Schnei-
der. These children are all in the 90 percentile of the
SRA achievement tests given Jast year at school. For
this achievement they all received t-shins. Some of
these children received trophies for various achieve-
ments. Jim Wes ran the record mile and was Agri
Student of the Year. Brady was the MAT-6 Honor
Student. Rebecca had straight A's and was student of
the semester and has received a t-shirt every year. Joc
was also a straight A stwdent and student of the
semester and has also received a teshirt every year.

DISTRICT FIVE

Congratulatians to District Five service award
recipients for their years of dedicated service. Those
recciving awards were Verlon Roberson, 35 years;
Chester King, A.L. Coles, Marilyn Coffman, G.R.
Smith and Bobby Bolin, 25 years; T.E. Vines, J.H.
Henley, E.-W. Marnin, RW. Wy, 20 years; L.V.
Eamheart and P.H. Anderson, 15 years,

Ten year service awards were presented to P.W.
Brown, D.A. Spinks, D.T. Flestwood and J.M. Gates/

J.R. Chaney and Earnle Martin

Goodbyes, best wishes, cake, coffee and fishing
gear sent MLT, "Mun" Reding off to retirement in May.
Mutt wad our parts ranner. Mrs. Reding "Mama"”
joined us to surprise him on his next tolast day at work.
After being with vs for 33 years, we miss him “gobs”
but he has been very good about coming back to visit.

= _

Mutt and Mama Reding and J.R. Chaney

Matthew Taylor, son of V.L. and Kay Teylor,
District Bookkeeper, and Scotry Berry, son of Joe and
Linda Berry, Field Clerk in the Hulon Rice Residency,
played in the Independence County Youth Athletic
Associational Tee-Ball Program this summer. Thei:
ream finished second in league play and second in thl.
toamament at the season’s end. Congratulations boys(

Also, Linda has a son, Troy, who played Linle
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@u& His team won first in Jeague and toumey play.
He is 10 years old and helps coach little brother and

also knows how 10 2pply a lot of pressare.

Troy Berry

This Binde doll is the daughter of Danny and
Denise Watson. She was bom May 6 weighing 6
pounds and 10 ounces. Her name is Kayla Desirce.
She has visited ug 2 few times already and believe jt or
not she's really premtier than she is in this pictre.
Danny ig our stock clerk. The Watson's also bave a 4
year old son, Adam,

Kayla Desiree Watson

Eddie Woodward and his wife, Patricia, are
Jjustifibly proud of their son Michael. This pictare was
taken at the Junior Senios Prom at Sulphur Rock. The
pretty young lady is Trish Stitcher. Michael is an all A
studemt and was selected to anend Boy's State this
surmmer.

\ ' .f:, k‘f ' ‘rg'ﬁ
Trish Stltcher and Michael Woodward

T I

On June 25, service awards were presented tothe
following employees at the Districa Headqnarters™ 10
years, Larry Breshears, Ray Cox, Victor Harris, Ir.,
Dennis Johnsor, Birdie Laws, Tommy Lialeton,
Eldon Luker, Jr., Donald Pipkin, J.B. Rankin, Hermin
Smith, James Smith, Thornas Thomas, James Weston,
Jerry Zober and Ray Zuber. Not pictured receiving 10
year awards were David Armstrong and Jack Reich.
Receiving awards for 15 years were Lec Roy Baker
and Car Boemer. Not pictured i3 Roy Brwin. Con-
gratulations to all in their years of service and dedica-

tion. See picture on next page.

A fish fry was held on May 30 in honor of Bill
Pierce where he was presented with & gift certificate
from his friends and his 30 year serviee award from
District 6 Engineer Roger Almond. Bl retired from
the Department in June and 88 you can tell in the
picture, he will enjoy it. We all miss Bill, but at the
same time we wish him Good Luck!

Bl Plerce

On July 2, the AHTD crew at Hazen held a fish
fry retirement party for Doug Snow. Doog retired
from the Hazen Crew as a Piash Motor Patro!
Operator with 27 years of service. The crew presented
Doug wilth 2 new bluc hat and & blue windbreakeras a
retirement gift. Doug's experience and job knowledge
will be miss by everyone.

The Pratric County Crew gathered for a group
picture during the retirement party for Dong Snow.

| 5

Prnlri County Crew

4
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Congramlations to Ronnie and Shirley Veazey
on the binh of their daughter, Kelly Michelle, bom
February 17 weighing 5 pounds and 10 ourices, Their
9 year old son, David, is very proud of his litde sister.
Ronnie is the Backhoe/Front End Loader Operator at
Hot Springs and has been employed with the Depart-
ment for § yearx.

Kelly Michelle Veazey

A big welcome to Jim Pound as our ncw Resi-
dent Engineer. Jim comes tous from the Pine Bluff RE
office where he served as their RE.

Also, copgramlations to Wes George, our new
Assistant Resident Engineer in Jim Pound's Resi-
dency. Wes transferred from the North Litde Rock RB
office were he was an Advanced Instmction Field
Engineer.

Leonard Hall is back at his game of "Diving for
fish on Lake Ouachita”. Sure hope he can caich one
bigger than Leonard Ir. this year.

DISTRICT SEVEN

We have enjoyed working with Alicia Hayes,
ovr summer office employee. She will be a senior at
Hendrix College this September. She js majoring in
Accounting. Alicia's favorite pasttimes are cross
stitching, canceing and planning a trip to Texas.

On Jupe 30, the Distriet Bridge Crew had 2
"farewell” cake for Earnest Ponder, Finish Carpenter.
Eamest retired with 23 ycars and 10months of service.
Bamest plang to spend some of bis spare time fishing.

District 6 Service Award Reclpients

Larry Holliz

G,
Larry Hollls
Assistant Mainwenance Supedntendent Larry
Hollis exhibited his prowsss (once again) during tor-
key season this year. He bagges these beauties on
Apnil 17 and one on April 27. Two of the turkics had
10 and 1./2" beards; the third measured 10 3/4".

Scott Lindsey

Scott Lindsey, son of Maintenanec Job Superin-
tendent Thomas L. and Carclyn Lindsey, gradvated
May 22 from Bearden High School as valedictorian of
the class of 54 students. While in high school, Scou
was a linebacker for the 7-A East All-District football
team. He was active in tack, nomerous clubs and
served as vice president of the studeat council and
president of the Beta Club. The band has played &
mdjor role in hig activitics and he loves to play the
piano, violin, gujtar and organ.

Scon sttended the Govemor's School for Gifted
and Talented last sumnmer at Hendrix College. Scott
has been awarded the Arkansas Governor's Scholar-
ship from the Suite Depanment of Education; th

Bearden Lumber Co. annual scholarship, and a fi ’

academic scholarship to the University of Central
Arkansas. Congrawlations Seot|
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Congratalaticns to our service award recipients.
They were Bruce Bartlen, Michael Dyer, Billy Don
Ford, Albent J. Hom, and Robent Stithem, 10 years;
Jackic Allen and Bobby Reynolds, 15 years; and
Bobby Boyd and Alvin Shipp, 20 years.

We would also like to congratulate our crews for
recciving Safety cenificates. They were the Peny
Couaty Crew, the Yell County Crew, Russellville
Residency, gnd the District Shop and the Disthict
Office.

Service Award Reciplents
Ford, Reynolds, Allen, Dyer,
Boyd, Shipp, Horn, Stithem, Bartlett

Safety Award Reciplents
Fletcher, Doughty, Crow,
McConnell, McFerran

]

Herbert L. Underwood

We are including a picture of Benny Milam,
Prank Gray, Mastin Ford, and Nathanicl Brown.
These men were mentioned in the last magazine as
receiving their service awards, but the picture was not
available before the deadline.

Herben L. Underwood was honored July 7 by
his fellow workers in the Yell Covnty Crew, Cake and
ice cream were served. Herbert received a watch and
pocket knifc from the crew as a going away present.

DISTRICT NINE

We would like to congratulate Jason Dodson on
his graduation from the Mt. Judea High School this
spring. Jason is the son of Mr. und Mrs. David Dodsem,
who is in the District 9 Sign Crew. Jason will be
auending Harding University this fall. Good luck
Jason!

Jason Dodson

On Wednesday, May 20, District 9 employees
had a gettogether for Edris Braswell who retired as
Office Meanager on May 6 with over 33 years of
scrvice. She was presenied a watch by her friends and
co-workers. Bdris will be missed by all, but we wish
her many years of happiness and good health

Edrls Braswell

We would like to welcome our new Office
Manager Debbie Meyer, and her husband, Doyle and

young son, Cullen, to the Harrison area, Debbie trans-
ferred from the Surveys Division in Little Rock.

The District 9 Sign Crew presented retiree Jack
Dickey with a pocket watch on June 30. Jack was Crew
Leader and had over 21 years of service with the
Department. Well miss yoo Jack, but wish you wellon
your retirement.

Congratulations are extended 10 Richard Wil-
liams, who transferred from the Harrison Residency to
fill our District Storeroom Supervisor position. Wel-
come aboard, Richardl

- !
Jack Dlckey
DISTRICT TEN

Anytime people are busy there is a tendancy to
become lax on safety practices. Five of our crews were
fortunete to receive Safery Awards for the past year.
They were the Poinsen County crew, Mississippi 1,
Mississippi II, District Bridge Crew and Randolph
County are congratmlated on their safety records and
our other crews are encouraged 1o place safety firse

Several service certificates were presented since
the last anticle. We wish to congramlatc the following:
James Kapals, David Washum, 15 years; Byron
Hanson, James Morgan, Mike Ferrcll and Bob
Barnes, 10 ycars and Lewis Staggs, S years. Pictored
below are Bob Giover, District Materials Supervisor
and Wayne Beaton, Crew Leader in Lawrence
County, who received their 35 and 20 year gervice
cenificates respoctively.

Joe Barnett and Bob Glover
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Charles Hesselbeln and Wayne Beaton

Since the retirement ineentives have come to be,
we have parted with several of ourlong time friends at
District 10.

Roy Qlaseo who worked on the Poinsert County
Crew received amicrowave oven and retiree cap apoo
his retiremen. We wish him many happy years of
retirement.

Joho Baldridge who was our Distriet Caretaker,
retired June 27 with 20 years of service. We certainly
miss John around the office and look forward to
frequent visits. Congratulations John und many happy
years!

Mr. and Mrs. John Baldridge

Charles Hopper, Job Superintendent, retired
after 38 years of service. Charles and members of his
family are pictured during a gathering 1o give fellow
cmployees the opporturity t0 wish him well. Con-
gratulations Charles!

Charles Ropper and family

After Bob Glover paid a visit to Linte Rock
shortly after the retirement incentives were enacted,
he retumed 10 the office with this one statement, “Tm
oot of herel™ Well, Bob retired with 35 years of
service. He is pictured with meinbers of his family
who helped him celebrate??7 Bob will be missed by a
number of people around the District, but we know he
will keep in touch. Congratulations Bob and don't
work to hard!

-

T

Bob Glover and famlly

The Oscoela Resident Engineer's office has a
new employee, Brent Ramsey, a graduste of Memphis
State University with a BS in Construction Engineer-
ing Technology. Brent began his career with the High-
way Department in Janvary. On June 20 he married
Regina Dulin from West Memphis. They spent their
honeymoon in Florida and are making their home in
Osceola. Congramlations and Best Wishes!

Congratulations to David Darkins. David is the
proud father of a baby boy named David Darkins, TIL
He was born July 12 weighing § pounds and 5 ounces,

Prank Shepard and his family took a well de-
served vacation fortwo weeks. They traveled out west,
visiting many historical places like Yellow Stone
National Park, Mt. Rushmore, Black Hills, Bad Lands,
Grand Teton, Pikes Peak, Rocky Monntain National

L
Park, Royal Gorge and many other places of imerg
They traveled approximately 4000 miles.

The Jonesboro Resident Engincer's affice had a
retirement party recently for A J. Blaylock, Comstrue-
tien Project Supervisor, AJ., whe had 32 years of
service, was presented with a retiree cep, a service
cenificate, and a gift certficate. We wish A J. the best
of luck on his retirement.

A.J. Blaylock

Welcome to our summer employces: W.
Hurdy (Paragould), J.C. Stovall, L.A. Specd, M.
Mattingly, S.E. Bennett (Osecola); and W.E. Oliver,
D.L. Dotson end T.A. Andrews (Jonesboro). We all
look forward to working during the summer months
with you.




1988 STATE HIGHWAY MAP PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY FORM

Please accept my photographs) for consideration in the 1988 AHTD Map Photo Contest.
I have enclosed slides and glossy prints.
I have read and understand the rules of the contest and agree to allow the Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department to reproduce and print my photograph on the State Highway Map in the event
my enlry is selected as a winner.

STATE

Mail completed form and entries to:
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
Planning Division - MAP CONTEST
P.O. Box 2261
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
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