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Bobby Hopper Elected Chairman
of Highway Commission

Commisslon Chalrman Commlsslon Vice Chalrman
Bobby Hopper Raymond Pritchett

Bobby Hopper of Springdale has been elected to serve as Chairman of the Arkansas State
Highway Commission. He replaces Patsy Thomasson whose term on the Commission has expired.
Hopper had been serving as Vice Chairman.

Raymond Pritchett of Maumelle was elected 10 serve as the new Vice Chairrsan.

Hopper, a native of Gassville in Baxter County, was appointed to the Commission in January
13983 by Governor Bill Clinton 1o fill the unexpired term of F.H. Martin of Fayefteville.

Following graduaticn from Cotter High Schoal, Hopper served in the U.S. Army and the
Korean War. After his discharge from the Army he managed a Ford dealership in Albuquerque, New
Mexico for 14 yeras before moving to Springdale where he operated his own Ford dealership. He
sold the dealership in 1980 and continues to be involved in other business interests in Springdale.

He is a member of the Springdale Chamber of Commerce, where he has served on the Board
of Directors, the Springdale Rotary Club, and is a past member of the Springdale Civil Service Com-
mission. He and his wife, Lois, have a married daughter, Regina Blakely, and a married son, Robert.

Pritcheft was appointed to the Commission in January 1981 by former Governcr Frank White,
He is a graduate of Lepanto High Schoo! and Hendrix College. He has his own accounting firm and is
an active member of several CPA associations, including the American Institute of Certitied Public
Accountants.

Pritchett has been very active in the Jaycees; serving as president of the Conway Jaycees,
state president, and national treasurer. He was appointed by President Reagan 1o serve as a member
of the Advisory Council of the Small Business Administration.

He and his wife, the former Sharon Kay Pearson, have three sons, Raymond lll, Jonathon and
Gary.
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Governor Bill Clinton administers the oath of office to Commlssioner Bill Clark

Bill Clark Appointed to Highway Commission

L.W. "Bill" Clark, of Hot Springs, was appointed to the Arkansas Highway Commission by
Governor Bill Clinton, January 21. The 56-year old Clark replaced Patsy Thomasson when her ten year
ferm expired.

Clark, who becomes the first Highway Commissioner from Hot Springs, said he was going to
represented not just Hot Springs, but all Southeast Arkansas.

In making the appointment, Governor Clinton said he chose Clark because "he has the best
chance to fairly represent all three geographic regions well. His clear charge is to treat them all equally
and fairly." He added that Clark has "the time and the ability to quickly begin exenting leadership” cn
the Commission.

Clark is president of L W. Clark, inc. and Burgo, Inc., which has franchises of the Burger King
Corporation. He has lived in Hot Springs for four years. Prior fo that he was in the Cooperage business
at Fordyce.

He is a native of Clarksville and a graduate of Clarksville High School. He attended Hendrix
College for two years before joining the Air Force in 1851. After four years in the Air Force he returned
to Arkansas and graduated from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville in 1957 with a degree in
business administration. He is a member of the Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce, the State
Chamber of Commerce, and a member of the board of the Associated Industries of Arkansas. He was
appointed to the State Racing Commission by Governor Clinton in January 1986 and resigned that
post to accept the Highway Commission appointment.

Clark and his wife, Barbara, have two sons, one daughter, and four grandchildren. They are
members of the Methodist Church.
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Rural Road Progress Report ¢

Two years after the passage of

e Act 458, (the Ten Year Rural Highway

(A ® Construction Program) over 23 per-

o \i cent of the 4,850 miles of rural high-
TR - ways identified in the program have

been improved.

When the State Legislature ap-
proved the program in 1985 the most
urgent need was the improvement of
fravel conditions on hundreds of
miles of deteriorated highways. To
provide that relief, 797 miles of
highways have been resurfaced at a
cost of $46 millicn. An additional 95
miles of gravel highways have been
paved at a cost of $25 miflion.

Improvements on other highway
sections that had deteriorated badly
enough to require reconstruction
have also begun. Most of the
projects, because of their higher
costs, have required federal aid funds
matched by state funds. Nearly $133
million in federal aid projects have
been awarded to contract on the
Rural Highway Program, This include
$24 milllon matching funds provided
by Act 456.

The program also identified cer-
tain industrial and airport access roads
that would be improved cor con-
structed. Industrial access roads have
been built in Nashville, Crossett
Harbor, Trumann, Eudora and Mor-
riton. Airpont access roads at Morrilton
and McGehee are nearng com-
pletion.

The program is the result of over
two years of effort at the grassroots
level to inform the public of the
needs. The program is funded by a 4-
cents-per-gallon increase in the State
motor fuels tax and a 2-cents-per-
gallon increase in the diesel tax. The
Department receives 70 percent of
the revenue produced by the addi-
tional tax and the remaining 30
percent is divided between counties
and cities.

The rural highways on the State
Highway System have been victims of
inadequate highway funding for
years. The ambitious Rural Highwacy.

Construction Program has begun t
reverse that damaging trend.
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( Department Conducts New
Pavement Marking Research Project

The Arkansas State Highway and e v TN g Roes: MR e @
Transportation Depariment is using a X Ea | SR s e
new type of pavement marking mate- g —
rial in a research project on Highway
87 in Stone County.

Normally, the centerline striping is
done with a reflective traffic paint; how-
ever, on the Highway 87 project, the
Department used a new reflective
pavement marking tape.

The yellow, 4-inch wide tape,
which has an adhesive backing, is laid
by means of a special dispenser.
Nearly 71,000 linear feet of the tape
was placed on a 7-mile section of
Highway 87 from Highway 66 at
Mountain View to South Sylamore
Creek in November.

The Arkansas Highway Commis-
sion awarded a $2.3 million contract to
Rock Preducts, Inc., of Heber

/4Rprings, in  November 1985 to . - N
“gEconstruct the highway. This section As the speclal dispenser la pushed down the highway,
‘of Highway 87, which was a gravel the tape Is placed on the pavement.
highway, is part of the Rural Road
Program which was approved by the

State LengIam.re n 1.985 and is The refiective tape centerline will be monlitored
funded by an increase in the State to determine Its durabllilty and other quallties.
motor fuels tax.

The Department will monitor the
durability and other qgualities of the
retlective tape over a period of time to
determine if its initial higher costs,
compared to relective paint, is
justified. Generally, a rural highway
needs to be re-striped with traffic
paint at least every other year or so,
depending on traffic volumes, surface
type, and other conditions.

A similar project was completed
recently on Interstate 30 near
Prescott and another one is
scheduled for a section of Interstate
40 in Nerth Little Rock that is currently
being reconstructed. The materials
that will be used on 1-40 is a thicker
tape that is designed for use on

‘avy traffic volume sections of high-
yS.
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The new Central Shop Is |ocated on Sibley Hole Road Just west of the Central Office Complex

Central Shops Moved to New Location

After 38 years at Jacksonville, the Central Shops The old Jacksonville shop was located in two ware-
have been relocated to new quariers off Baseline Road in  houses that were originally a part of the former Arkansas
Little Rock about a mile west of the Central Oftice Compiex. Ordnance Plant. Each building was 40’ wide by 603" long.

Work on the new facilities began in 1985 and the "Overall, we have less space here than we did at

move was completed in November of last year. The new  Jacksonville," Larry Watson, shop supervisor, said.
shops are located next door to the Sign Shop, which  “However the space is better utilized. We had a lot of
moved from North Little Rock in 1979, wasted space at the cld location," he added.

Watson oversees the work of 22 employees, Their
work ranges from heavy equipment repairs to cabinet
making. Most of the work space is located in a 25,110
square foot building heusing the administrative offices,
parts room, automotive shop, carpenter shop and welding
shop. A service station, paint and body shop and two
storage buildings are located behind the main building.
Three other buildings located on the same property house
equipment used by Heavy Bridge Maintenance, a chemical
. storage building and a covered storage building.

The total costs of the buildings and paved parking
lots and driveways was approximately $1.8 millicn.

The automotive shop is responsible for the main-
tenance of all vehicles and equipment assigned to state-
wide use. This includes all pool cars, the central office fleet,
Traftic Division, Materials and Research Division, Heavy
Bridge Maintenance and Highway Police.

"We can now do front-end alignments and brake
jobs with new equipment that was purchased for this
facility,” Watson said. "We also do all the safety inspections
on new vehicles assigned for state-wide use."

The 7,300 square foot parts room can provide a
wide variety of spare pars for vehicles, including wind-
shields and tires. Maintenance supplies needed by the
districts are also kept. If a depariment vehicle is involved in
an accident, the paint and body shop can make almest any
repair. The service station provides fuel for the varicus
department vehicles and can also handie minor repairs, if @'
needed.

Larry Wataon, Central Shob Supenvisor, looks over B work
order with Secrelary Peggy Gaines
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Terry McCallister's carpentry sklils are called on to maka
anything from a shelf to a computer work station.
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Sign Vandalism Proves Costly to Department @

As we travel the State's highways we see them every day. . . signs directing us to our destination, warning us of sharp
curves, calling our attention to "stop” and “yield” conditions, merging traffic and telling us the maximum speed limit. All of
the messages are necessary to ensure a safe journey, and every effort is made fo eliminate all unnecessary signs, thus
minimizing confusion and the number of roadside sign posts that might be struck by an errant motorist.

"Signs are inspected periodically and we replace all
damaged signs immediately,” said Lee Gibbons, Traffic
Services Section Head.

Age and weathering take their toll, but vandals
provide one of the biggest problems, according to
Gibbons. "Over the past few years the State has spent
about $120,000 a year just to replace and repair signs
damaged by vandals or stolen from the roadside,” he
said.

Halloween is the most popular time of year for sign
vandals. Graduation time ranks a close second. The most
common types of vandalist are gunshot and spray paint.
"Gunshot damage is so common, it leads one to believe
its spend season on the roadside sign year-round," Gib-
bons said. "We are also noticing an increase in gunshot
damage to the large green overhead signs on the Inter-
state routes,” he added.

The Depariment is doing all it can to battle vandals. A
sign reclaimation plant was purchased in 1979 and
Gibbons said it has been well worth the costs. "We have
reduced cur aluminum purchases and have bsen able to
recycle vandalized and weathered signs,” he said.

The Department has processed more than 542,000
square feet of material at a savings of $505,000. The
initial cost of the plant was $50,000.

"We have spent more than $1.2 million annually in an
effort to upgrade signs. Last year about 64,200 signs
were replaced at a cost of about $42 per sign,” Gibbons
sald. About ten percent of that was attributed to
vandalism. "That's money that could have been better

T ]

Henry Prultt displays examplas of vandallzed algns

spent for replacing wornout signs and upgrading pave-
ment markings,” he added. There are approximately
410,000 signs on the State Highway System valued at
more than $16 million. Vandalizing these signs is not
only expensive, its also a crime.

Anyone who purposely destroys cr damages any
property valued at less than $500 can be ‘charged with a
Class A misdemeanor and fined up to $1,000 and/or
sentenced up to one year in jail. If the property is valued
at more than $500 the crime becomes a Class C felony
with a fine of up to $10,000 and/or a sentance of not less
than two years nor more than ten years.

Anyone who witnesses sign vandalism is urged to
contact the nearest Jaw enforcement agency.

S
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Prultt feeds an old sign In the sander to remove old paint

Sany Wllams places & new reflectlve sheet on a
reclslmed sign
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The new Highway 43 bridge ecross Sager Creek retalns an old-fashloned look by using globe style lights

New Mt. Olive Bridge Retains Quaint Look

. Slloam Springs and highway officials didn't let a little

bad weather interfere with the long-awaited dedication of
the new Highway 43 Sager Creek bridge on Mt. Olive
Street, December 16.

The ceremony was delayed about 45 minutes as the
Depantment plane, carrying several Highway Commission-
ers, circled overhead looking for a break in the weather to
land. Once darkness set in, those already at the bridge
site broke out the red ribbon and strelched it across the
bridge so the ribbon cutting ceremony could be held.
The speeches were delievered later at a dinner held to
honor the Highway Commission.

"We've waited 20 months for this bridge to be built,"
Chamber of Commerce President Tommy Free, said. "It's
well worth the wait." He and other local officials, including
State Senator Morrill Harriman, State Representative
Jerry Hinshaw and Mayor Bill Foreman, thanked the
Highway Commission for their work on the bridge.

Although the original structure across Sager Creek
had served Siloam Springs well over about 50 years,
numerous repairs over the past few years were unable to
save it from the inevitable. In March 1985 the Highway
Commission awarded a $525,000 contract to R.R. Tway
of Oklahoma City of replace it.

Not just any bridge would do. The Siloam Springs
Shamber of Commerce Downtown Revitalization Com-

ittee requested that a new bridge be designed to
conform to the other older bridges across Sager Creek.

As a result, wrought iron railing and conventional lighting
gave way to a concrete parapet wall and feur old-
fashioned light posts that lended the structure a quaint
lock suitable to the rest of the downtown park area.

Slloam Springs officlals cut the ribbon
to offlclally open the Sager Creek Bridge to traffie
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A Little Rock & Western !raln pulls away from the graln elevator at Wayne Poultry

Railroad Rehabilitation Contract Signed

A contract between the Arkansas
State Highway and Transportation De-
partment and Continental Grain Com-
pany for the rehabilitation of the rail
line between Perry and Danville was
signed February 6 at the Wayne
Poultry Feed Millin Danville.

Henry Gray, Director of Highways
and Transportation, signed for the
Department and Joe Cooper, Senior
Vice President and General Manager
of Centinental Grain Company of Chi-
cago, lllinois, signed for his company.

The 35-mile line was once owned
by the former Rock Island Railroad
and has been leased by Continental
Grain Company to assure rail trans-
portation {o their Wayne Poultry Divi-
sion at Danville. Continental Grain
Company has already completed the
rehabilitation work. The signing of the
contract clears the way for Continental

Grain to be reimbursed for its share of
the costs associated with the work.
The Little Rock and Western Railway
Company will provide freight opera-
tions on this line.

Restoring the rail line to Danville
and Yell County is expected to
encourage economic growth and de-
velopment. Wayne Poultry has
indicated the restored line will allow
them to hire about 125 additional
employees and add 60 chicken
houses in Scoft, Perry, Yell and
Logan Counties. Presently, Wayne
Poultry uses about 1,000 hopper car
loads of grain each year and expecis
to increase that to 3,500 peryear.

Gray told officials he was
especially pleased to see the line
back in operation because it would
directly benetit the traveling public
through safer roads and highways

and indirectly through lower main-
tenance costs.

"For instance, it is estimated that
during the first year of operatlons, ap-
proximately 4,000 trucks would be
needed to move the tonnage
expected to be hauled over this line
by the Litle Rock and Western Rail-
road," Gray said.

Ark. State Representative Lloyd
George of Danville, who worked
closely with Continental Grain officials
and the Department in securing the
Federal grant, said the rall line was a
tremendous asset 1o the overall trans-
portation network in the area. "This is
a rural area that is heavily dependent
on' the poultry industry. The Rural
Road Program has certainly helped by
providing improved highways. Now
we can expect continued industry
growth with the acquisition of this rail

10
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.-:?’ue," George said.
A The Railroad Revitalization and

Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 re-
quired each state {o develop a State
Rail Plan in order to receive Federal
rail assistance funds. The AHTD is
the agency responsible for adminis-
tering the funds, awarding the
contracts, and inspecting the work as
it is performed. The Perry to Danville
line is the sixth rehabilitation project to
be let to contract by the Department
and brings to 185 miles the total miles
of track rehabilitated in Arkansas.

The estimated cost of the project
is $177,210. Continental Grain Com-
pany will be reimbursed approximately
$124,047 under the Federal Railroad
Administration grant contract which n— — —
was signed. The work included tie re- Director Henry Gray, fourth from left, presents facsimile check to Joe Caoper.

placement, weed and brush control, Others In photo are from left: Highway CommIssloner Raymond Pritchett,
raill replacement, ballast, cross bucks Wayne Poultry Manager Wallace Thacker, Highway Commissioner Ron Harrod,

State Representative Lioyd George, Yell County Judge James Lee Witt, and

and other track work as needed to Danvllle Mayor John Ed Chambers [ll.

meet FRA class two track standards.

o Highway Interchange "Brightened"”

The Interstate 40-Highway 1 Interchange at Forrest The project consists of installing two high mast {llumi-
City has a "bright" new look. Work was completed in nation poles 100 feet tall, four high mast illumination
November on the installation of new lights on the inter- poles 150 feet tall and 27 illumination poles 40 feet tall.
change ramps. The Highway Commission awarded a Work on the project began in July 1986 and was com-
$268,000 contract in November 1985 to Apex Contrac- pleted in November. The project was funded with 90 per-
ting, Inc. of Paris, Kentucky, for installation of the lights. cent Federal and 10 percent State matching funds.

-
(]
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Highway Extension Improves Industrial Access@

The first highway dedication ceremony of 1987 was held January 2 at
Conway to officially open the 1.5-mile extension of Highway 286 and
frontage road improvements.

The $610,701 project was financed with 100 percent State funds from
the Rural Road Program and provides improved access to the Industrial
Park East at Conway.

"The purpose of this ceremony is to point up the importance of working
together for industrial development,” Jim Brewer, president of the Conway
Development Corporation, said. Brewer said the construction of the project
represents what can be accomplished by state, county and city officials to
attract industry and improve the transportation network.

State Senator Stanley Russ of Conway echoed Brewer's remarks. "The
highway improvement and the road to the Industrial Park East will provide
access to an area that has a potential for industrial development that would
not have been available otherwise," he said.

Highway Commission Vice Chairman Raymoend Pritchett of Maumelle
said he was invited to Conway about six years ago to discuss highway im-
provements. He said he thought the oftficials wanted to discuss the High-
way 65 improvements, but they were concerned about the extension of
Highway 286.

He said the Highway 65 project was easier to finance becausg of the
availability of Federal funds. It was not until the State Legislature approved
the Rural Road Program in 1985 that state meney was available for industrial
access roads. "That program gave us the money we needed for projects
such as this,” Pritchett said.

State Representatives Bill Sanson and Bill Stephens also addressed the group at the ceremony. Sanson recoghized
the foresight of state and local officials to construct the highway extension and access road to the park. Stephens said
Faulkner County is one of the fastest growing areas in the state. He reminded highways officials there are additional
improvements needed in the county that wifl require state aid. "We will be calling on you," he said.

About 100 persons attended the ceremony, which
was sponsored by the Conway Development Corpora-
tion and the Conway Chamber of Commerce. The high-
way officials met with local officials to discuss additional
highway improvements in Faulkner County at a luncheon
afterthe ceremeny.

Highway Commisslon Vice Chalrman
Raymond Pritchelt

Natzlle Fox, MIsa Conway, I8 assisted o
gt the ribbon cutting ceremony by Commisslonera The Highway 286 extenslon will Improve
Dalton Farmer, Ron Harrod and Raymond Pritchett Industrial access In the Conway area

12
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ARTD Retiree's Assoclation Execulive Committee

AHTD Retiree Association Continues Growth

Four years after its founding, the AHTD Retiree As-
sociation now claims a statewide membership of 626,

hichis 42 percent of all eligible retirees.

Formed in 1983, the Association's chief purpose is
fo provide a means for retired Highway and Transporta-
tion Department employees to keep close ties with their
fellow workers and also to keep them informed on
matters regarding legislation that pentains to retirees.

Ralph Jones was re-elected President of the State
Chapter in October at the Association's annual meeting.
Raymond Jones was elected Vice President and Sibyl
Maddox was re-elected Secretary-Treasurer.

The statewide membership has jumped ap-
proximately 25 percent over last year, and the
development of the District Chapters was recognized as
the reason fer the increase. District Two was honored at
the Annual Meeting for leading all districts with 64
percent of that district retirees as paid members, 74 out

of 116 retirees. District Four is second was 52 percent’

membership, 62 out of 119. District One had the
greatest growth, a record increase of 126 percent, from
27 members 10 61.

The Association's Executive Committee has set a
goal of 700 members for 1987. The Committee also
voted to increase to $5.00 the amount of the $10.00
annual membership dues that will be returned to the
District Chapters for their operations.

In other action, the Committee clarified membership
qualification to include spouses of deceased relirees,
anyone who has a vested interest in the retirement
system or insurance program which would include future
retirees and anyone who has an interest in the Retiree
Association and would Ike to take an active part in the
meetings or by payment of dues would like 1o help in the
Association’s program and aims.

Anyone interested in joining the Association should
contact Sibyl Maddox, 202 Santa Fe Trail, Little Rock,
Arkansas 72205. Checks should be made payable to
AHTD Retiree Asscciation. A membership application
was included in the January Retiree Newsletter that was
malled to all 1500+ AHTD retirees. The application can
be turned in to the local district chapter and it will be for-
warded to the State Chapter.

Retiree

Association
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Southern Bypass Discussed at Pine Bluff

The proposed design of the Highway 65 Bypass,
and it's affects on the wetland areas south of Pine BIluff,
were presented at a public hearing January 6 in Pine
Bluff.

A crowd of more than 400 people showed up to
review the preliminary plans and ask questions about the
various aspects of the project. More than 60 people
spoke during the four-hour meeting.

The project consists of constructing a four-lane,
divided highway on new location beginning west of the
Bryant Street exit on existing Highway 65 and
proceeding southeast and east around the southern
edge of Pine Bluft and ending at the existing Highway
65/Highway 65B Interchange. The new route would be
approximately 11 miles long. It's cost has been estimated
at about $51 million.

A location public hearing was held in 1985 to receive
comments on three alternate routes and the preferred
route was selected following that hearing.

"We do feel that the advantages of a southern
bypass greatly outweigh the disadvantages,” Pine Bluff
Mayor Carolyn Robinson said. She said the basic issues
were public safety and the increased potential for econo-
mic growth.

Pine Bluff businessman Jack Smith said there are
always those who will feel they are being impacted nega-
tively by progressive growth. However, many of those
people realize the project is needed. "We've made all the

progress practically that we can make until we open up
our transportation system and until we assure Pine Bluft
of a place on the Interstate System,” he added.

Steve Lux, representing several neighborhood
groups opposed to the location of the bypass, said he
supponted the concerpt of a southern bypass; however,
his group favored a different route. Lux said altemate
"C", as presented at the 1985 hearing was a more
practical route from a cost standpoint, and was techni-
cally feasible.

Speakers from as far away as Dermott and El Dorado
said they supported the project because of the positive
impact it would have on opening up south Arkansas to
economic development.

In 1984, the southern bypass project was one of two
projects in Arkansas approved by the Federal govem-
ment as future Interstate highways. The cther route is
Highway 71 in Northwest Arkansas. This designation
means that federal interstate 4R funds can be used to
construct the facilities, as long as they meet Interstate
standards. Once the construction is complete, then the
routes will be made a part of the Interstate System.
However, all work must be completed by November
1996.

Design Engineer Bob Walters said the Department
hopes to begin right of way acquisition late this year with
the first construction contract coming in early 1988.

Over 400 people attended the Pine Bluff public hearing to learn more about the proposed Highway 65 Bypass

14
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Roadway Design Engineer Bob Welters polnts out detalls of the Highway 67 Relocation
project to State Senator Jim Waood of Newport

Highway 67 Extension Project
Supported at Newport

The Department's proposal to extend the Highway
67 Relocation project from Highway 14 to Highway 18 at
Newpont received strong support at a public hearing in
Newport, November 18.

All 18 persons who spoke at the hearing expressed
support for the project and urged the Department to
move along with the final plans as quickly as possible.
*"We feel that the design is probably the best possible
that could take place on Highway 67 In this portion of the
city and will enhance the city greatly from an economic
standpoint and also from a growth standpoint," Mayor
Wayne Beard said.

Lindley Smith, president of the Bank of Tuckerman,
which is just north of Newport, stressed the importance
of the new highway fo the area. "It will make the industrial
park much more accessible as a major drop-off and pick-
up point tor interstate tratfic, eventually leading to more
@Bicvelopment in the industrial area; thereby leading to

(A

&ore employment,” he said.

Newpont resident Kaneaster Hodges, Jr. best

»

summed up the feelings of the local residents. "We want
the project, we support the project, we need the project,
and we deserve the project. | can't cover it any more
adequately than that," he said.

The three-mile extension is a part of the overal!l up-
grading of Highway 67 from North Little Rock to Newport
which began many years ago. The highway has been
constructed on new location to Interstate standards as far
as Bradierd. Several construction projects between
Bradford and Highway 224 just south of Newport are
currently underway. Included along this section is the
new White River Bridge. Completion of this work is
expected by late summer or early fall. Several contracts
will be awarded for work between Highway 224 and
Highway 14 over the next few years.

According to Roadway Design Engineer Bob Wal-
fers, work on the four-lane, divided highway between
Highway 14 and Highway 18 probably will begin in about
two to three years, with an estimated completion date of
late 1992,

15




ARKANSAS HIGHWAYS

AH.P. Refresher Course Gradustes

In Oclober, the Arkansas Highway Police Division conducted a one week Law Enforcement
Cfficer Refresher Course at Camp Robinson in North Little Rock.

The course was the first of what will become ari dnnual event. The forty-five officers who
attended received classroom instruction and practical training in; weight and license enforcement,
hazardous materials, report writing, officer survival and DWI enforcement.

The 50-hour training course concluded with a 150 question written examination and
individua! firearms qualifications. Corporal Doyle Crouch of Ashdown and Sergeant Dan Farley of Pine
Bluff, tied for top academic scores. Cpl. Crouch also came away with the top firearms score and
achieved outstanding student overall,
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Bob Walters, left, Roadway Design Enginner, explalns plan sheets to Leglslators

Freshmen Lawmakers Tour Central Office

Seven of the State's freshmen legislators were given a tour of the Central Headquarters, February 23. This was
the second time the Highway Commission has conducted such a tour for lawmakers. The practice started during the 1985

‘peoial Session,

The legislators were welcomed by Commission Chairman Bobby Hopper and then heard brief presentations by
the various assistant chief engineers and division heads regarding the many aspects of the Department.

"Over the upcoming years, as your legislative careers continue, you will be faced with many pieces of legisiation
dealing with this Depantment. Some of it will be fairly simple to understand, and then again, some of it will be very
complicated," Hopper said.

"Hopefully, you will have a better understanding about this Department after today's tour and you will meet some
of the people you will need to contact in the future about concems of yours or your constituients,” he added. _

Following the brietings, the legislators were given a tour of the facilities to view firsthand the diverse work activities
of the Department. The tour included stops at District 6, Photogrammetry, Planning, Roadway Design and Computer
Services.

| = T e
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Larry Fenton, left, Section Head - Photagrammetry, Roger Almond, right, District 6 Englneer, shows leglslators
explalns how aerlal photography Is used In surveying. 8 map outllning the countles In his area of responsibllity.

17




ARKANSAS HIGHWAYS

December 8, 1986
AHTD Director
Litlle Rock, Arkansas

Dear Sir:

| just made a trip through your fine state via the interstate
highway.! live in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin which is 60 miles north of
Miluaukee. ['ve been through your state abeut 6 times now, and | enjoy
it more every time | go through.

| have a daughter living in San Antiono, Texas. | have to
congratulate you on the good highways you have in your state. | travel
55 - 40 & 30 through your state. You have the finest highways in the
naticn. The bypass 440 around Little Rock is exceptionally good.

i thought I'd take time out and let you people know what a great
state you live inand commend you on your highways.

Thank you,
Frank E. Blitzke
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

ARAORIRAARRRRRAMNADS

January 5, 1987

AHTD District 1
Wynne, Arkansas

Sir;

December 17, 1386 on our way to Brownsville, Texas, we had van
frouble just west of Brinkley on 1-40. We put our heod up and hoped
we would get help, but no cne stopped, until one of yeur county
workers stopped and heiped us.

He refused the money we oftered him. My husband and | want o
thank you for having such a nice employee working for the county.

Sincerely,
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Meyer
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

Editor's Note: The employee who helped the Meyers was George
McDaniel, Crew Leader with the Monroe County Maintenance Crew.

kot d bbbtk
November 6, 1986
To Whom It May Concem:
I'mwriting you conceming one of your maintenance workers,

Billy Currie. We had an accident two weeks ago on our way home from
Batesville, Mississippi to St. Louis, Missouri. The spring in the gear

shift came apan and the car jumped out of gear. He came and fixed
it for us and wouldn't take anything. We were grateful to him and
said we would write to his supervisor and tell him what a fine person
he was and think you should know abeut it. We have told everyone
Arkansas Is a fine state and Osceola is a fine town with wonderful
and loyal workers.

Thank you,
Mrs. B. Woods
St. Louis, Missourt
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October 31, 1986

Mr. Allan Holmes
District 4 Engineer
Fort Smith, Arkansas

Dear Allan:

-~ K'word of commendation is in order for the good work done by
the mowing crew atong rights of way in our area. Several persons
have commented on the way Highway 64 loaks.

Sincerely, . '

Arnold D. Fellar, Mayor
City of Mulberry, Arkansas

R it Rl e 2T et TR

November 11, 1986

Mr. Joe Bamett
District 10 Engineer
Paragould, Arkansas

Dear Mr, Barnett:

Mississippi County Community College is most appreciative of
our campus improvement sponsored by your efforts. The Highway
Department project, involving the placing of drainage tiles and
closing the open ditch along the west side of Highway 61 South, has
been completed in a most outstanding manner.  The improvement
will accommodate the development of activity areas, provide the op-
portunity for improved landscaping, and offer better maintenance of
our grounds.

The entrance to our campus has been greatly enhanced by the
project and will be enjoyed by the citizens of our district indefinitely.
We appreciate your participation in this project and want you o
know that many positive comments have been received about the
results.

Sincerely,
John P. Sullins, President :
Mississippt County Community College .
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Mr. Henry Gray
AHTD
Little Rock, Arkansas

October 15, 1986

Dear Henry:

A little over a year ago the Federal Highway Administration
took a strong position on compliance with the National Inspection
Standards and the load posting of bridgss not capable of camrying
legal loads. This was the result of some outside pressure and a
National concemn about the safety of the traveling public. In taking
the aclion, we, as an agency, were guite concerned about the reaction
of local governments and the potential degree of success. This was
especially true in this Region where counties and cities are very
independent in the mainlenance and operation of the local road
systems.

The action of the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation
Department in developing a compliance plan and caying it out is
very commendable. | understand, from our Division office, that the
load posting of the off-system bridges is virtually 100% complete
and inspection frequency is now on schedule. | know this look a firm
commitment on your part and a great deal of time, effort and
coordination on the part of ihe Department staff. The degree of
success obtained in such a short timeframe is no small
accomplishment. The entire Department should feel very proud and

ratified in increasing public safety and awareness. | would like to
irsonally extend my congratulations and hope that you will pass
Whem along to the members of your staffinvolved in the effort

Sincerely yours,

W.S. Mendenhall, Jr.
Regional Administrator
U.S. Dept. of Trans., FHWA

WD A0S MRt RASRAIA

December 23, 1986
To Whom It May Concern:

fjust wantegd lo say thank you to a very nice man. He is employed
by AHTD in Russellville, Arkansas.

On December 17, 19886, | had a fat fire on 140 just as | got on
the highway. | saw a Highway Depariment truck sitting there by the
bridge. | just knew when | saw it | was saved. You see, | was going
after my little girl at school and had four more children in the car (I
babysit some).

Mr. Bill Martin changed the fiat and made the whole experience a
lot easier. | just thought someone shoulgd know that you do have nice
people working for the state.

Thank you, Mr. 8ill Martin.

Shelia Willcutt
Clarksville, Arkansas

&
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November 9, 1986
Mr. Henry Gray
AHTD
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Gray;

A few weeks ago | drove through Ackansas alone, coming to
Washington from California. | stopped at a rest area just west of
Litlle Rock for a rest. It was the prettiest | have been in and | liked
the way it was landscaped and natural looking.

The attendant, Mr. Duane Stokes, explained how the rest areas
operate and was very helpful.

They are very welcoming on a long drive and | want to thank you
for keeping yours so generous (lots of room) and beautiful.

Yours sincerely,
Tony Waite
Inverness, California
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January 12, 1887
Mr. Aflan Holmes
District 4 Engineer
Fort Smith, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Holmes:

Thank you for the approval and installation of equestrain
warning signs on Righway 156 here in Fayetteville.

| am sure that this will help make the drivers in the area aware of
the situation. All the friends and neighbors think it is a wonderful
idea.

Thank you again,
Alline R. Fulton
Fayetieville, Ackansas .

Shbosssrradponnirrtis

January 7, 1987
Mr. Steve Teague
Programs & Conlracts Division
Litile Rock, Arkansas

Dear Mr. Teague:

| would like to wiite this note expressing our thanks lo your
department for their prompt consideration and helpful attitude in
processing our Prequalification Questionnaire. The efforts of Marvin
Staton are to be commended.

Again, we thank your department for their cooperation.

Very truly yours,

fichard Rosiek, President
Rosiek Construction Co., Inc.
Adinglon, Texas

RAARADIEEDEIEG B OAR0 4D
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David A. Lambert Maintenance
Truett Leavell, Jr. District8
Danny J. Smith District 8
Robert L. Walters Roadway Design
10 Years
Julia A. Akers Computer Services
Donald E. Baker District8
Richard C. Blaine Fiscal Services
Verlin O. Brown District 10
Foy G. Cockran A.H.P.
Bobbie Jean Collins Traffic
Danny G. Douglas District 10
Garry D. Frankiin District8
Jodie R. Ham District3
Michael L Harrls Environmental
Robert E. Lee, Jr. Computer Services
James M. Newcomb Public Trans.
Jodie Owens M&R
Bill Richardson Environmental
Gerald Stachurskl Planning
Edwin Stout District 4
Kevin White District 1
Phillip Wood ,- . District5
Jerry Zuber District 6
Patricia A. Baldwin > ' 1 Distriet 10
Gary D. Brown MER
Diann Gawtney Fiscal Services
Edward E. Haney District6
Janette Thompsan Personnel
FEBRUARY 1987
35 Years
Paul Blankenship District 7
30 Years
Robert L. Mainer District 4
Chartes N. Mings District 4
25 Years
Joa T. Akin District 2
Martin H. Childers Maint. HB
Granvle Collins District 5
Arbie J. Glover District 1
Thomas Mays District 7
Johnnie Nalley Maint.-Radio
Kenneth R. Perry District8
Leo Seat District4
Gerald L. Sneed District 5
20 Years
Allen Alexander District 10
Bryan Davis Planning
James R. Fulz District9
Phitip Gowen Legal
George Green Jr. M&R
Jerry W. McKown Reproduction
Victor C. Moody Final Estimates
15 Years
Billie G. Boyd Chief Engineer

Dennis Jarrett
AnnJohnson

Carroll G. Johnson
Frank E. Knowles
Charles W. Newbermy
Darrell Sanders
Michael Selig

Vernon Terpening
Randy Tomlinson

10 Years
Eddie Bryant
Charles Carrouth
Raymond Cox
Stanley Garver
David Harmon
Chares F. Harvill
Birdia Laws
Guy Luker, Jr.
Burney McClurkan
Benny C. Milam
David J. Myers
Joerry Phillips
Franklyn Shavalia
Tommy Thomas
John Thompson
James Weston
Ronatd Winkler

5 Years
Glen R. Applegate
Michast Funderburk
John Gorton
Michael McCorkle
Benny Oliver
Steve A. Reeves
Wayne C. Self
William Waggte

District3
Equip.&Proc.
District 9
Reproduction
District 5
District 8
Traffic
District 8
District 5

District 1
Maint.-HB
District 6

Final Estimates
Right of Way
District 10
District 6
District 6
Environmenta)
District 8
District 8
District 10
District 10
District &
District 3
District 6
Maintenance

Qistrict 3
District 3
Traffic
M&R
District 7
District 4
Distriet 3
District 1

November 1986

o
rgan Y. Bryant
Letand C. Greenhaw
Charles J. Pollard
Billy J. Robins

Leslie B. Gregory

December 1386
gonakj TF:?Bn:)wnbe
eorgia Russenberger
Ursula Schlesier &
J.T. Sisk

January 1887
Howard Allan
Finis D. Brewer
Ced Ganett
John W. Odom
James M. Plum
Cecil E. Shant
Robort H. Walters

.~ M&g
District 1
District 4

ARP
Districi 10
Disvic1 8

_HaM
Distric1 6
Planning
Disbrict §

District 8
Distric1 10
District 8
District §
District 7
District 10
District 6

DECEMBER 1986
35 Years
Cloyce A. Gibson District 10
25 Years
Charles D. Broadway District6
Mona G. Mahi District 4
20 Years
Jearl E. Baker District 4
Kennith H. Beardsn Surveys
William F. Chwalinski District 8
Cecil W. McCorkle District 3
LeRoy Mctain State Aid
15 Years
M.J. Fox District 2
Paul G. Howell District 7
Richard Johnson District 2
Leonard Payne Traffic
Gartand R. Wright District 7
10 Years
Vernon M. Blake District 6
John W. Casey District 5
Jack D. Castleberry District 6
ElbertS. Comett Diskrict 6
William D. Diggs District 6
George D, Garrett District 6
James E. Hurst District 1
Fernie Speights Planning
Eddie J. Webb District 6
5 Years
Terrance M. Kimble District 10
Roocsevelt Nolen District 6
Charles R, Pennington District 2
(donna Sue Smith AH.P.
Jesse C. Stringfellow District2
Louis D. Turner Dislrict 6
JANUARY 1987
30 Years
Maurice D, Head Equip.&Proc.
25 Years
James A. Allbritton District 2
George F. Price District 8
ThelmaF. Routh Planning
Herman Schmidt, Jr. Legal
John A. Walker District 8
20 Years
Dale Aaron District 3
Mike! L. Neal District 4
Crosby L. Stephens District 2
Dale H. Thurman District 1
15 Years
Lonaie K. Dickey District 5
Walter F. Gray District 8
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30 YEAR SERVICE AWARDS: (Front) Veral Pinkerton, A.C. Ledbetter, Lewis Wade. (Back) Pat
Thompson, Don Potter and Fioyd Pharris.

= S == _‘_,_,——._."7: £

__95 YEAR SERVICE AWARDS: (Left to nght): Mary Wilson, Dan Morgan, Doyle Carson, Don
=Finkbeiner, Bobby Parker, Cal Porterfield, Carolyn Stringer, Gary Sipss, Jim Briley, Raymond Wayne
Major, Jim Bamett, and Dewayne Combs.

ARKANSAS HIGHWAY POLICE

Congratulations to Sergeant and Mrs. Jan
Weinberg on the birth May 22, 1986 of their
daughter Sara Beth. Sgt. Weinberg is senior
officer of a North Litle Rock Patrol Unit. Sara
has a 3 year old sister named Seth. Sarawas 4
months old when this picture was taken.

Lt. Joe D. Upton, Superviser of the West
Memphis Weigh Station, killed this 10-point
deer on Thanksgiving Day. The deer weighed
165 pounds, dressed.

Lt. Joe Upten

CONSTRUCTION DIVISION

The Construction Division honored four
employees with service award parties. Rita
Fieming, Annette Stanton, and John Howell
celebrated 10 years of service with the Depant-
mentand Ann Harrell 15 years. Congratulations!
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Reta Flem(ng, Gery Joe Lewls,
and Annette Stanton

Q|

Calvin Peevy, Ann Harrell,
and John Howell

Lucehla Harrell

Lucehia Harrell, age 8, was awarded a
sitver buckle after finishing 8th overal! for the
year at the Mid-State Horseshow Association.
She also won trophies for 1st and 3rd place In

the walk and frot class. Her very proud mother is
Ann Harrell, who is also an accomplished horse-
woman.

The annual Christmas party was heid this
year in the beautifully decorated home of
Stanley and Penny Garver of Benton. Everyone
had a good time and thanks again Stan for
having us.

Our sympathy was extended ‘o James
Moore on the loss of his mother, Mrs. Vivian
Moore of Hot Springs. In December ta Bobby
Joe Parker on the loss of his mother, Mrs. Viola
Lee Parker of Darmott and to Frank Russenber-
ger on this loss of his grandmother, Mrs. Alice
Lock of Lttle Rock in January.

Michael and Travls Adams

Tina Adams' sons, Travis and Michael,
parlicipated In the Arkansas Karate Champion-
ships reprasenting Southwest YMCA. Travis,
age 15, won 1st place in forms and sparring and
Michael, age 11, won 2nd placs in forms and
3rd placing in sparring.

Congratulations to Rita Fleming’s daugh-
ter, Michete, for being on the Dean's List at ASU
in Beebe where she is a freshman.

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION

Mitchell Bradley Webb is a bundle of joy,
s you can see from his picture. Mitch was bom
April 18, 1986 to proud parents Mike and Cindy
Webb.

Mitchell Bradiey Webb

During hunting season this year, Gary
Bulloch killed three bucks and along with his
party, killed 273 mallards.

INTERNAL AUDIT SECTION

Mark Anthony Wesson, Shirley‘s active 15-
month old is really keeping her busy and on her
toes these days. He seemed to understand
what was going on around him in preparation for
Christmas. Mark had lots of fun riding the
Christmas train at the Malls, attending parties
and opening gifts when the time was appro-
priate, but he didn't like the idea of sitting on
Santa‘s knee for a picture. As you can see from
this picture, Mark loves taking pictures without
Santa and recelving gifts.

Phlilfp Horton, Mark and Shirley
Wesson with Santa
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/@A AINTENANCE DIVISION

On October 31, 1986, Maintenance Divi-
sion said "goodbye” to Don Brown. Don retired
with 31 years of dedicated service. We cele-
brated his Happy Retirement with cake, punch
and other goodies. Don's Heavy 8rldge Main-
tenance crews gave him a gift certificate so he
could get Just what he needed for his retire-
ment. Don will certainly be missed by all af us in
Maintenance. Although we have said goodbye
we hope it's not for good. Don is always wel-
come to drop by and visit us whenever he likes.

il

Malba and Don Brown

Ralph Buchanan has taken over where
Don left off. Ralph is no stranger to us. He has
been one ol the Heavy Bridge Foremen. We
just moved him into the office and wae se¢ more
of him now than when he was out In tha field.
Con-gratulations Ralph! We are happy to have
you in the office.

In November, L.R. Stone, a Rough Car-
penter in one of our HBM crews, received his 5
year service ocerificate and pin from Mr.
Buchanan. Congratulations on 5 good years of
service.

LR. Stone and Crew

On Monday, January 12, 1887, John Hall,
Maintenance Engineer, presented David Lam-
bert with his 15 year service pin and certificate.
Congratulations David!

MATERIALS & RESEARCH

The Christmas party was held In the struc-
tural lab. There was plenty of turkey, ham,
chease dip, vegetables, food and more food.
Excellent Christmas muslc was played and
several of our retired employees showed up.
Raiph Hall, Engineer of Materials & Research,
mads a detailed speech of his hunts this year
and even showed the crowd his massive antlers
which he has collected this year. The crowd
oooo'd and ahhhh'd at the spectacular sight. A
special award was presented to Jake Clements
for his outstanding knowledge of the sport of
football. Watch out John Madden.

Jake Clements and his book

We are happy to have the Ressarch Crew
back in the Materials & Research Building. For
the past 7 years Research has been over at the
Sign Shop facilities. Now we got them where we

need them. Keep up the good work.

Jerty Stacks, Engineering Research Tech-
nician is celebrating 30 years of service with the
Highway Department. Jerry startegd with AHTD
back in 1956. Keep up the good wark Jenyl.
Jodie Owens, Geotechnical Section, received
his 10 year service award in January. Congratu-
lations to him also.

Jerry Stacks and Ralph Hall

My how time has flown since Karen
McDaniels, Secretary for Materials and
Research, had that baby shower September
12, 1988. Now she and her husband, Bob,
have a beautiful healthy baby girl. Kelli Lynnwas
born October 13, 1986. We congralulate Karen
and Bob on an excsllent job well done.

Kelll Lynn McDanlels

Research Engineer Paul Simms and his
wife, Janet, had a beautiful little gid, Angela
Marie, bom November 8, 1986.

Tom and Therese Greenway arae the proud
parents of a baby girl, Holly Elizabeth, born
October 13, 1986 at Doctor's Hospital. She is
very beautiful and Tom's real proud of her.
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Angela Marle Simms

Christy and Rudy Westbrook tock a crulse
1o Nassau this past December. They soaked up
the sun and had a great time. She's still got a
great tan. Boy, some peaple have all the luck.

Terry Pearson got remarried November
20, 1986 to Elizabeth, the ex-wife, he still has
two kids. Liz had a 3 month vacation from his
gripping and moaning. He's doing a whole lot
better. So all the kids, wife, and Terry are happy
back toge