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The Task At Hand

I would like to begin by taking this opportunity to
welcome back those employees who were called to active
duty this past year with their National Guard or Reserve
units to participate in Desert Shield/Desert Storm. We are
proud of the jobs each of you did, and we are thankful for
your safe return.

As of thefirst of June several of these employees were
still on duty aiding in the relocation of the Kurdish refu-
gees in Iraq and Turkey. Hopefully, your jobs will be
finished soon.

Here in Arkansas, the Highway Improvement Pro-
gram approved during the past legislative session will _
enable our State of make tremendous progress in the area Maurice Smith
of transportation during the coming decade.

AsIpointed out in the last issue of Arkansas Highways, the program includes construction and
improvements to over 6,000 miles of highways and approximately 600 bridges. A 5¢ per gallon
increase in the gasoline tax and a 2¢ per gallon increase in the diesel tax went into effect April 1. On
March 1, a 4¢ per gallon increase in the diesel tax, coupled with increases in truck registration,
permit and penalty fees, replaced the Weight Distance Tax on heavy trucks.

The replacement tax and fees, the increase in existing motor fuel taxes, anticipated federal aid
and other state highway user revenues, will provide the funding for the $2.5 billion Highway
Improvement Program.

Improvements to our transportation system will have a far-reaching effect which will benefit
all segments of the economy. New industry and businesses will be attracted to our State and existing
industry will be encouraged to expand. Access to health care facilities and other human service
providers will be improved, as will access to our many tourist attractions. All of this activity will
result in an expanded tax base which provides more money for education and community develop-
ment.

This will not be an easy task. As Highway and Transportation Department employees, your
work load will be increased as we strive to meet the challenge. Judging from past performances, I
know we will be able to do just that.

The members of the Highway Commission and I recognize the tremendous amount of work
ahead of us. As we enter into a new era of transportation improvements, we are confident that this
agency and all of our employees are ready to meet the demands.

At their April meeting, the Commissioners bassed a resolution recognizing the accomplish-
ments of our employees and the important roles you play in leading our State toward a brighter and
greater future. This resolution is printed on the back inside cover of this issue. Please read it, and
take pride in knowing your efforts are not taken for granted.

Director of Highways and Transportation
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Interstate System Celebrates

35 Years of Service

After 35 years of service most of
us are ready to retire to a life of
leisure. However, the Nation's Inter-
state Highway System, although tired
and worn outin many places, is work-
ing at peak performance.

Comprising only about one per-
cent of America's road mileage, the
43,000 plus miles on the system carry
about 20 percent ofthe U.S. traffic. In
Arkansas, our 542-mile Interstate
System makes up about 3 percent of
the total road miles in the state and
carries over 23 percent of the total
traffic.

The Federal Aid Highway Act of
1956 authorized use of federal road
user taxes to fund construction of the
System. President Dwight Eisen-
hower signed the law on June 29,
1956.

Studies to investigate the feasi-
bility of building a network of super-
highwaysbeganin 1938. The concept
was found to be desirable and abriefly
outlined 26,700-mile master plan was
set out.

InApril 1941, President Franklin
Roosevelt appointed a National
Interregional Highways Committee
to investigate the need for a limited
system of national highways. In July
1943, Congress amended the Defense
Highway Act of 1941 to direct the
Commissioner of Public Roads “to
make a survey of the need for a sys-
tem of express highways throughout
the United States.”

The National System of Inter-
state Highways was established in
1944. The original proposal called for
a system of highways “not to exceed
40,000 milesin total extent so located
as toconnectroutes, asdirect as prac-
ticable, the principal metropolitan
areas, cities, industrial centers, to

serve the national defense, and to
connect at suitable border points with
routes of continental importance to
the Dominion of Canada and the Re-
public of Mexico.” The idea grew dur-
ing the next ten years and became a
reality with the passage of the Fed-
eral Highway Act of 1956.

Arkansas constructed its first
project using Interstate System
Fundsin December 1956. The project
entailed adding lanes to Interstate
30 from Little Rock to the Saline
County Line. Arkansas had several
highways that were built and desig-
nated as Interstate Highways prior
to the passage of the Federal Aid Act.
These highways had not been funded
with the federal road user taxes but
were recognized as part of the Inter-
state System.

slightly over $1.5 million per mile.

The first of those earlier routes
was a section of what is now Inter-
state 55 at West Memphis. It was
completed in July 1953. The
southbound lanes of Interstate 30
between Highway 67 and Cloverdale
were opened in August 1954. The
northbound lanes on this section were
constructed with the first Interstate
Funds and completedin October 1958,

Over the past 35 yearsnearly 100
separate contracts, totaling
$737,520,887, have been awarded to
construct the Interstate System in
Arkansas. An additional $83,048,288
has been spent to acquire the neces-

sary right of way for the highways,a
and $17,416,959 was spent on prc{l

liminary engineering. Thisbrings the
total cost of Arkansas' Interstate
Highway System to $837,986,134, or

The I-55/1-40 Interchange at West Memphis in 1960.




i Interstate Highways are designed
' d built to handle traffic over a 20-
year life cycle. Increases in traffic
volumes and truck weights, coupled
with normal wear and tear and
weather cycles, have reduced pave-
ment life, creating the need for reha-
bilitation. In Arkansas, approxi-
mately 250 miles of the Interstate
System, or slightly less than one-half
of the total mileage, is in need of
rehabilitation. This work is included
in the Highway Improvement Pro-
gram, approved earlier this year by
the Arkansas General Assembly.
Funding for the Interstate High-
way System, as we know it today, will
come to an end in October of this
year. Congress is writing a new Sur-
face Transportation Act which is ex-
pected to create a National Highway
System. The NHS will build on the
system of Interstate Highways to in-
clude a network of highways that are
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1-40/Highway 107 Overpass Looking East, 1963.

essential to thenationwide movement
of people and goods. The size of the
NHS is still being debated, with mile-
age ranging from 150,000 miles up to
200,000 miles nationwide. Arkansas
would have anywhere from 2,000
miles to 3,500 miles included in this
system. This would include the exist-
ing Interstate Highway System and
other existing major arterial routes.

1-30/Highway 111 at Alexander, 1861.

The Interstate Highway System
has played a vital role in helping
Arkansas become a more productive
and economically prosperous state.
It is hard to imagine Arkansas with-
out our Interstate Highways. That is
why it is vitally important to protect
our investment to ensure that the
people of the state willhave a capable
transportation network to meet the
future needs and demands.




Members of the Lower Missis-
sippi Delta Highway and Transpor-
tation Consortium expressed opti-
mism about the future of transporta-
tion for the Delta at theirinitial meet-
ing April 26 in Forrest City. While
conceding that the needs appeared
overwhelming, steps taken by the
member states in the past few years
will lead to vast improvements in the
transportation system for the Delta.
“We must link the Delta with the
nation and the world,” Arkansas
Highway Commissioner Rodney
Slater said. “The region's strategic
location in the heart of the country
makes it ideally suited for an en-
hanced system of highways for trans-
portation and distribution of goods
throughout the nation,” he said.
The Lower Mississippi Delta De-
velopment Commission recom-
mended to Congress last year that a
consortium of the Delta states be
formed so that a coordinated effort
could be made to meet the transpor-
tation needs of the region. The seven
members states are: Arkansas, Illi-
nois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Arkansas Highway Commis-
sioner Bill Clark noted that approxi-
mately 300 miles of improvements in
Arkansas were recommended in the
Delta Report. “The estimated cost of
these projects totals approximately
$350 million,” Clark said. “These rec-
ommended improvements are in-
cluded in the State's overall $2.5 bil-
lion highway improvement program
which was funded by the State Legis-
lature earlier this year,” he said. “Ap-
proximately one-half of the highway
program amount will be spent in the

=

Delta Consortium Meets

in Forrest City

42 Delta counties. This will provide
over 2,500 miles of improvements at
an estimated cost of $1.2 billion.”
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Arkansas' progress relating to
transportation in the Delta.

Kentuckyis also progressing with
work on four-laning two corridors in
its 24-county Delta region. “Widen-
ing is programmed for Highway 58/
80 and Highway 641, said John
Puryear, District Engineer with the
Kentucky Department of Transpor-
tation.

“Louisiana has already spent
$327 million since 1974 to upgrade
and improve portions of the Great
River Roadin our state,” Sidney Babin
of the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development
commented. “We are programming
other projects to meet the recommen-
dationsofthe Delta Report,”he added.

Mississippi is moving forward
with four projects to four-lane high-
ways included in the report, accord-
ing to Highway Director John Tabb.
“These four routes are included in
the seven recommended for four-
laning by the Delta Commission.
However, we will not be able to four-
lane the other three routes because of
low traffic volumes,” Tabbsaid. “State
law prevents us from spending funds
to four-lane these routes unless the
traffic volumes increase,” he added.

Two major corridors in the 29
counties of the Missouri Delta region

will be improved as funds become g
according to Walt @

available,
Vandelicht of the Missouri Highway
and Transportation Department. “A
highway program approved in 1987
included a 4¢-per-gallon increase in
the motor fuel tax. This programis on
schedule. However, $5.5 billion will
be needed for the next ten years in
order for us to meet our needs,” he
said. “We are currently developing a
program to meet these needs.”
“Tennessee's 13-year, $4.5 billion
highway program approved in 1986
has enabled us to start a comprehen-
sive program in our 21 Delta coun-
ties,” Bill Wallace of the Tennessee
Department of Transportation said.
Wallace noted that the State Legisla-
ture approved an additional 4¢-per-
gallon motor fuel taxin 1989 to accel-
erate the highway program.
Additional state funding will be
necessary for many of these projects
tobecome areality. The Federal High-
way Administration's proposed pro-
gram will have little or no effect on
the Delta, according to Hal Wieland,
FHWA Division Administrator.




Rick Novack, left, Illinois Department of Transportation; Dan Flowers, Assistant AHTD Director;
and John Tabb, Mississippi Highway Department Director,

check out proposed highway improvements for the Lower Mississippi River Delta.

“Our position is not to single out
regions for special treatment,”
Wieland said. “We realize this is con-
trary to recommendations contained
in the Delta Commission's Report to
Congress. These are political concerns
that I'm sure will be addressed as
Congress develops the 1991 Surface
Transportation Act,” he said.

The improvements programmed
for the Delta's transportation system
will be vital to the development of the
tourism industry, accordingto Claude
Jenkins of DeWitt, chairman of the
Arkansas Chapter of the Mississippi
River Parkway Commission. “Tour-
ism is an up-and-coming industry
and the Delta needs to tap into the
tourism dollars,” he said.

A change in the way the federal
goverment funds rural transit sys-
tems is also necessary if the Delta is
to improve economically, according

to Ann Henderson, executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Transit Associa-

~ tion.

“Arkansas receives only four
centsback on every dollar it paysinto
the federal transportation fund,” she
said. “The Delta suffers from this
unfair distribution of funds.”

Education and health care ben-
efit greatly from improved transpor-
tation services, said Liz Rainwater of
Arkansas Advocates for Children and
Family. “Many federally funded ser-
vices go unused because people can't
get to where the services are pro-
vided,” she said.

In addition to the Consortium,
Congressional Caucuses have been
created to represent the interest of
the Delta. Arkansas Senator Dale
Bumpers is chairman of the 14-mem-
ber Delta Senate Caucus and Missis-
sippi Representative Mike Espy

chairs the 24-member Delta House
Caucus.

“The caucuses are’closely follow-
ing the debate on the proposed 1991
Surface Transportation Act and sev-
eral changes will be presented, ac-
cording to Christie Dawson of Sena-
tor Bumpers' office.

“The proposal for a 60-40 federal,
state matching ratio is one that we
hope Congress will change,” she said.
“That ratioisimpossible for the states
tomeet and still be able to adequately
fund their own highway programs in
the future,” she added. ' .

Bob Boyd, representing Congress-
man Espy, said Espy hopes to use the
highway bill as a vehicle for accom-
plishing highway projects in the
Delts.




Groundbreaking and Dedication
Held at Hardy May 1

Sharp County residents cel-
ebrated the completion of one project
and the start of a second with two
ceremonies and a barbecue dinner
May 1.

Aribbon cutting was held to dedi-
cate the new Spring River Bridge on
Highway 62 at Hardy. That was fol-
lowed by a groundbreaking ceremony
on Highway 62 at the entrance to
Cherokee Village to officially mark
the start of a project to widen the
highway to four lanes from nghland
to Hardy.

The new Spring River Bridge was
constructed at a cost of just over $3
million, The four-lane structure re-
placed anarrow two-lane bridge. The
Arkansas Highway Commission
awarded a $5.2 million contract in
February to Howard Construction
Company of Sedalia, Missouri to
widen Highway 62 tofour lanes. Work
is expected to be completed in late
1992,

Speaking at a barbecue following
the ceremonies, Highway Commis-
sioner Herby Branscum, Jr. noted
that traffic has grown at a steady
rate along Highway 62. “Currently,
about 5,300 vehicles per day travel
this highway from Ash Flat to Hardy.
Projections are that this willincrease
to 8,700 in a few years,” he said.

Branscum said Highway 62 will
also be widened to four lanes from
Ash Flat to Highland. He said right of
way acquisition will begin soon and a
contract could be awarded late this
year or early next year.

“Other highway improvements
totaling over $9 million are planned
for Sharp County over the next few
years,” he said. “We are planning to
widen Highway 167 to four lanes in

Cave City and passing lanes are also
planned for Highway 167 between
Ash Flat and Batesville.”

Branscum said the 1991 High-
way Improvement Program funded
by the State Legislatureincluded over
300 miles ofimprovements estimated
to cost nearly $150 million for Sharp
County and the five counties sur-
rounding it.

“All of these projects could not
have been possible without the addi-
tional funds approved by the legisla-
ture. I want to commend your elected
officials, State Representatives Larry
Goodwin and John Miller, and Sena-
tor Nick Wilson, for their support,”

he said. “I also want to thank Judge
Frank Arnold. Heisvery activein the
County Judges Association and he
spent a great deal of time in Little
Rock during the legislative session
talking to legislators about the need
for additional funding for our high-
ways, county roads, and city streets.”

“The highway program also pro-
vides additional fundingfor cities and
counties”, Branscum said. “Sharp
County will receive approximately
$104,000 in additional turnback
funds each year and the cities in the
county can look forward to an addi-
tional $31,000 annually for street

improvements.” .J
|

CLtoR)AHC ChanmanRonHarrod,Rep.JohnMiller CommmuonerBobby
Hopper, Rep. Larry Goodwin, Commissioner Bill Clark, Sen. Nick Wilson, AHTD
Director Maurice Smith, Judge Frank Arnold, Asst. Director Dan Flowers,
Commissioner Herby Bransum, Jr., and AHC Vice Chairman Rodney Stater.




° Carpenter Dam Bridge Opens Ahead of Schedule

It had been raining all day on
May 9, but by the time a crowd of 50
or so Garland County residents had
gathered to dedicate the new Car-
penter Dam Bridge on Highway 128,
the rain stopped.

Many in the crowd made refer-
ence to a day nearly one year ago
when over a foot of rain fell in the Hot
Springs area, causing some of the
worst flooding the area had seen in
decades. The rapidly rising waters of
Lake Hamilton poured over the Car-
penter Dam and washed away a vital
transportation link connecting south-
ern and northern Garland County.

On this day, however, the rain
was not a threat to the new concrete
and steel structure which stoodjusta
few hundred feet downstream from
the site where its 60-year old, one-
lane, wood and steel truss predeces-
soronce spanned the Quachita River.

“The night of May 19 and the
early morning hours of May 20, 1990,
will not soon be forgotten by the resi-
dents of this area,” Highway Com-

missioner Bill Clark of Hot Springs,
told the crowd. “Though not much to
look at, that old bridge served this
area well for many decades,” he said.

Noting that 2,000 vehicles per
day use Highway 128, Clark said a
new bridge was being planned. “We
were going to replace it (the old
bridge), but we were still a couple of
years away from letting a contract.
Theflood changed things quickly,” he
said.

Because of rugged terrain and
tight quarters, a temporary struc-
ture or ferry was not feasible. Motor-
istsnormally using Highway 128 now
had to drive 30 to 40 miles farther to
make a round trip to and from work
or shopping.

Because of the urgency of the
situation, priorities changed and Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) funds were made available
to expedite the project. An incentive/
disincentive clause was also written
into the contract. What normally
would have taken up to 15 months to

complete was finished and opened to
traffic in just 10 months and 6 days
following the flood.

The Jensen Construction Com-
pany of Des Moines, Iowa was
awarded a $2.2 million contract in
August 1990. Crews were often on
the job seven days a week to expedite
the construction of the bridge, which
opened to traffic in March 1991.

“Without the work of U.S. Sena-
tor Dale Bumpers, we might not be
standinghere today,” Clark said. “He
met with a group of us from Hot
Springs shortly after the flood and
offered his assistance. Through his
efforts we were able to secure the
FEMA funds for the replacement of
the bridge.”

“I think I would be remissif I did
not also thank your local state legis-
lative delegation for their hard work.
Without their support we would not
have been able to win approval of the
Highway Improvement Program dur-
ing the legislative session this year,”
Clark commented.
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Have you ever been to a landfill?
I mean, to a real, live dump? It's not
a very pretty - or aromatic - place.
Unfortunately, our existing landfills
are becoming full, and environmen-
tal concerns are making it difficult to
open new ones.

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency, paper products
compose approximately 40% of the
waste flowing into our landfills. This
facthasled to arenewed emphasis on
paper recycling nationwide.

Paper recycling helps conserve
our natural resources by reducing
the harvest of our trees and also re-
duces our overall energy consump-
tion because it takes less energy to
recycle paper than it does to produce
it from raw materials.

With this in mind, Governor Bill
Clinton issued an Executive Order
mandatingthat all state agenciesuse
récycled paper products whenever
economically feasible, and to begin
recycling programs of their own.

An AHTD Recycling Committee
was appointed inJuly 1990 with John
Harris of the Environmental Divi-
sion as its Chairman. Other mem-
bers include Bryan Davis of Plan-
ning, Ralph Hall of District Six, Tom
Lorenzo of Legal, Doug Nielsen of
Equipment and Procurement, Mike
Shaw of Computer Services, and Jane
Wilson of Human Resources. The com-
mittee was responsible for planning,
implementing, and overseeing a re-
cycling program for the Department.

After conducting trial recycling
projects in District Six and five other
divisions, the AHTD recycling pro-
gram began in earnest in late April.
Every desk in the Central Office is
now equipped with a familiar white
and green cardboard collection box.

Every employee is asked to toss
white waste paper (no colored paper,

' RECYCLE
'- & The Way Of The AHTD!
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please) into a collection box rather
than into a trash can. Then, periodi-
cally, they are to empty their collec-
tion box into one of the recycling bins
found on each floor. Nightly cleanup
crews take the contents of the recy-
cling bins to the designated “recy-
cling room” near the loading dock in
the Materials Building.

From there the waste paper is
pickup up by the Central Arkansas
Work Activities Center on a regular
basis. The CAWAC sells the paper to
a nearby recycling center and is al-
lowed to keep the proceeds from the
paper sales in return for their efforts.

The trial recycling project indi-
cated that about 100 pounds of white
waste paper would be generated
weekly perfloor of the main building.
Similar weekly totals could be ex-
pected from the Materials Annex, the
Planning Annex, and the Equipment
and Procurement Annex. In addition,
the Computer Services Division gen-
erates about 500 pounds of waste
computer printout paper per week.

Based on these figures, it is esti-
mated that the Central Office Com-

Mark Scarlett of Environﬁle;li:al, empties recycling bins at the recy_cling room.

plex will generate approximatel “]

65,000 pounds of white waste paper ¥

and about 25,000 pounds of computer
printout paper annually.

Early results of the recycling pro-
gram were encouraging. So encour-
aging,infact,thatarrangementshad
to be made with the CAWAC to pick
up the paper twice a week instead of
the once a week that was originally
agreed to.

The Recycling Committee hopes
to implement the program in all the
Districts soon. The Arkansas Indus-
trial Development Commission and
the Department of Pollution Control
and Ecology are working together to
establish an effective statewide net-
work of paper haulers and buyers.
Until then, arrangements will be
made to transport the recyclable pa-
per from the Districts to the Central
Office during normal work activities
without scheduling special trips.

Recycling is an easy way for all of
us to actively take part in preserving
our environment. Just a little effort
by each of us can go a long way to-
ward the goal of a cleaner earth.

‘



(Left) The AHTD Human Resources
Division on clean-up day at their
adopted section of state highway.

(Above) Diann Gwatney, Diane Keene,
Edna Coleman, and Vernita Williams
on clean-up day.

The Great American Trash-Off
“One Litter Free Day”

Thousands of Adopt A Highway
volunteers braved the elements Sat-
urday,June 1,to help clean the state's
roadsides. In this case the “elements”
included not only the weather, but
also paper, plastic, glass, metal, and
any other materials that was found
littered along the highways.

The participants were taking part
in the second annual Great American
Trash Off, which is a nationwide ef-
fort where volunteers clean up our
public lands. The goal of the Trash
Off was to give America one litter-
free day!

The first Trash Off was held in
1990. Eight states took part with
nearly 3.5 million gallons of trash
collected. This year, 42 states and the

District of Columbia participated in
the event. Final total are expected to
far surpass last year's amounts.

This year in Arkansas, approxi-
mately 6,800 individuals represent-
ing almost 500 Adopt A Highway
groups hit the road shoulders with
bags in hand. When they were fin-
ished, nearly 1,000 miles of state high-
way were litter free.

The Adopt A Highway Program
in Arkansas is celebrating its 4th
birthday this month. The program
was started in July 1987 as a means
to increase public awareness of the
litter problem that exisits. In its first
year of existence, 92 groups agreed to
participate. The programis currently
growing at arate of almost 100 groups

per month.

The program recently passed the
2,000 group mark and is swiftly clos-
ing in on the 4,000 mile plateau. In
comparing with the 47 other states
which have similar programs, the
Arkansas Adopt A Highway Program
ranks 5th in terms of the number of
groups involved, and 8th in total miles
adopted. Adopted sections of high-
way can now be found in all 75 coun-
ties of the state.

Any interested group or indi-
vidual who would like more informa-
tion on the Adopt A Highway Pro-
gram should contact the appropriate
AHTD District Office, of call the
AHTD Public Affairs Office in Little
Rock at 569-2227.




A three-day, nationwide safety
inspection program conducted May
14-16 was aimed at finding and
correcting safety violations on com-
mercial vehicles, according to Mau-
rice Smith, Director of the Arkansas
State Highway and Transportation
Department.

“Arkansas joined with the other
49 states, 12 Canadian provinces and
territories, and Mexico to conduct
one of the largest coordinated truck
and bus safety checks ever held,”
Smith said.

There were 270 inspection sites
manned by over 1,600 officers. The
one site in Arkansas was located on
Interstate 30 near Benton. Thirty-
two Arkansas Highway Police offic-
ers, working three shifts, conducted
the inspections.

The Arkansas Highway Police is
adivision of the Arkansas State High-
way and Transportation Department.
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“During that 72-hour period, our-

officers conducted 664 inspections. A
total of 927 violations were found on

Patrolman Joe Haynie, left, and Patrolman First Class Ned Ward,
go over the inspection results with a driver.

EXIT

the trucks inspected and 143 of the
trucks were removed from service
due to various violations. Also, 22
drivers were removed from the road
due tovarious violations,” Smith said.

Routine inspections are con-
ducted daily by Highway Police offic-
ers as a part of the federal
government's Motor Carrier Safety
Assistance Program (MCSAP). The
number of these day-to-day inspec-
tions conducted has increased sig-
nificantly in the last two years.

When the motor carrier safety
inspection program began in 1987
under the former Transportation
Safety Agency, 26,164 inspections
were conducted the first year. Over
19,000 violations were found and
nearly 10,000 vehicles were removed
from service as a result.

When the Transportation Safety
Agency merged with the Highway
and Transportation Department in
1989, total inspections increased the
next year to over 45,000. A little over

Inspection Program Aids Efforts @
To Make Highways Safer

N
.




500 violations were found and

W5 722 vehicles were removed from
service. 49,000 inspections are ex-
pected to be conducted by the High-

way Police duringthe 1991 fiscal year.

According to Smith, “The whole
purpose of the MCSAP Program is to
make our highways safer by remov-

ing unsafe commercial vehicles and
to increase the awareness of the op-
erators to make sure their vehicles
are in compliance."

‘Arkansas Highway Police
Completes DWI Certification

The Arkansas Highway Police
Division of the Arkansas State High-
way and Transportation Department
is only the fifth law enforcement
agency in the nation to get 100 per-
cent of its officers certified in Driving
While Intoxicated (DWI) detection
and standardized field sobriety test-
ing.
The Criminal Justice Institute of

@e University of Arkansas at Little

‘WMock and Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) recognized the Ar-
kansas Highway Police Division for
its achievement during a ceremony
on April 30.

The agency's primary responsi-
bility is monitoring commercial ve-
hicle traffic and enforcing federal
motor carrier regulations, which in-
cludes the enforcement of DWI laws.

“It took about a year and a half to
train all 234 officers of the Division”
Chief John Bailey said. “The Traffic
Safety Section of the Department
should also be commended for doing
an outstanding job of administering
the federal grant that allowed the
Highway Police to be committed so
strongly to this training program,”
he added.

It is estimated that only one of
every 2,000 people driving while in-
toxicated is caught. Ultimately, the
deterrent effect is to reduce the num-

(@@ ber of alcohol related fatal and injury
& accidents in the state. Now that all
Highway Police officers are trained
in detecting intoxicated drivers and

Fred Williams, left, Program Coordinator of the UALR Criminal Justice Institute,
presents Certificate of Recognition to AHP Chief John Bailey.

conducting field sobriety tests, this
goal will be easier to achieve.
Brenda Fiser, state administra-
tor of MADD, also praised the High-
way Police. “The commitment of the
Arkansas Highway Police to train-
ing their officers in the leading cause
of highway crashes, fatalities and in-

juries in the state, provides an effec-
tive front in the fight against im-
paired driving,” she said.

There were 19,917 arrests for
drunken drivingin Arkansasin 1990,
a six percent increase over 1989.




Construction and Maintenance Conference Held

The 1991 AHTD Construction
and Maintenance Conference was
held April 16-18 in Little Rock. This
year's conference was held at the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion Auditorium on Natural Re-
sources Drive.

- For the first time in recent
memory, the Construction and Main-
tenance sessions were held concur-
rently. The Maintenance portion be-
gan at 10:00 a.m. on April 16 and
concluded at noon on April 17. Con-
struction personnel met from 3:00
p.m. on April 16 to noon on April 18.

Approximately 325 AHTD em-
ployees attended this years event.
Separate sessions were held for Con-
struction personnel and Maintenance
personnel to go over the latest infor-
mation and technological advances
pertaining to their specific fields.
Joint sessions were held regarding
mutual areas of interest such as De-
partment operations, Federal legis-
lation, and work zone safety.

A banquet was held on the
evening of the 16th at the Little Rock
Hilton. All five members of the Ar-
kansas Highway Commission at-
tended the banquet and addressed
those in attendance. The Commis-

sioners commended the employees
for their hard work and dedication
and for providing the motoring public
of Arkansas with the best system of
highways possible.

According to Calvin Peevy, As-
sistant Chief Engineerfor Operations,
future conferences will also have the

Construction and Maintenance per-
sonnel meeting together. Because of
the volume of participants at such
conferences, locations such as thega
Game and Fish Auditorium will havw
to be utilized again. The AHTD Audi-
torium will not hold that number of
people, Peevy noted.

Employees éndoyed going through AHTD memorabilia.
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@Transportation Research Committee
Reviews Projects

The Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department's Trans-
portation Research Committee met
March 12-13 at the Arkansas State
University Convocation Center in
Jonesboro. The Transportation Re-
search Committee (TRC)is composed
of 16 members from AHTD. Bob
Walters, Assistant Chief Engineer
for Design, is the Committee's chair-
man. The Committee's function is to
provide guidance for the AHTD's Re-
search Program.

Dr. Hota GangRao, Professor at
West Virginia University, reported
on his progress with the use of Fiber

,_f,iteinforced Plastic (FRP) rebar for

‘ se in highway construction as a re-

placement for epoxy coated steel. Dr.
GangRao stated that FRP bars are
an economical alternative to epoxy
coated bars and are already in use in
special concrete structures where
corrosion and/or electromagnetic
fields are a problem. This research is
of particular interest to Arkansas
because epoxy coated steel is used in
bridge decks, and one of the few manu-
facturers of the FRP bar is located in
Arkansas. Dr. GangRao plans to con-
struct the first bridge deck using the
FRP bar in the near future.

Dr. GangRao also spoke of his
research work designing and con-
structing laminated timber bridges
and composite bridges. These inno-
vative designs appear to be economi-
cal and easy to construct.

Steve Thoman, a structural engi-
neer with the firm of CH2M HILL,
ended the morning session with a
report on the effects of the transpor-
tation structures in the October 17,
1987 Loma Prieta Earthquake in San
Francisco, California.

Members of the TRC in their meeting at Arkansas State University.

One of the highlights from the
meeting was the update of research
project TRC-87 “Scour at Bridge
Piers” presented by Rodney Southard,
a hydrologist with the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey. Southard showed results
of bridge scour that occurred from
the Red River flooding in May 1990.

AHC Vice Chairman Rodney Slater

Arkansas Highway Commis-
sioner Rodney Slater spoke to the
group about the role of the AHTD in
bringing progress in economicgrowth
and education to the state of Arkan-
sas.

The TRC maderecommendations
on 10 proposed research projects for
Fiscal Year 1992. The operating sub-
committees of the Transportation
Research Committee were directed
toprepare contracts for three projects
and work plans for seven projects to
be conducted within the Department.
Asphalt related projects include the
use of asphalt rubber, work on ACHM
stabilized base, in-place recycling,
evaluation of asphalt cement grades
and the deformation of surface and
binder courses. The performance of
pavement drainage systems will be
reviewed and another project will
study a method of subgrade testing.

Other projects include a review
of roadside vegetation control, ad-
vanced warning for construction
zones and cracking distressin bridge
decks.




CPR Classes Available To

AHTD Employees

" More Arkansans will die ofheart
disease than all other causes com-
bined during the next year. One of
the ways you can help lower this
statistic is by taking a Cardio-Pulmo-
nary Resuscitation (CPR) class of-
fered by the Highway and Transpor-
tation Department. Each District and
the Central Office has equipment and
instructors to each any Department
employee the techniques of CPR.

CPR is a basic rescue system
where a person is taught methods of
mouth to mouth breathing and chest
compressions to provide oxygen to
the brain, heart and other vital or-
gans. CPR gives a victim basic life
support until they can receive Ad-
vanced Life Support from paramed-
ics or at a hospital. A person trained
in CPR can make the difference be-
tween life and death. In most victims,
permanent brain damage occurs if
the brain is deprived of oxygen for
more than four minutes, so early in-
tervention is important.

The AHTD offers CPR courses on
infants, children and adults and the
. classes are voluntary. Included in
the classes are methods to help chok-
ing victims and heart disease preven-
tion.

Does it work? Just ask Jack
Wheat, of the Planning Division.
Wheat recently completed a CPR
course, and on the evening of the day
he finished the course, he saved his
baby's life by using the techniques he
learned in class. Wheat commented
that he would not have known what
to do if he had not taken the CPR
class.

Heart disease is the number one
killer of Americans every year and it
isestimated that over 500,000 Ameri-
cans will die of heart disease this
year. Approximately 1.5 million
Americans will suffer heart attacks

this year and more than 300,000 will
die before they reach a hospital.

Chances are that someone you
know hasheart disease. Because most
heart attacks occur away from a hos-
pital, the likelihood that you will wit-
ness one is high. The cause, for the
high death ratein Arkansas, which is
20% higher than the national aver-
age,isunknown, but part of the cause
is attributed to the high retirement
population and high cholesterol di-
ets.

The death rate due to heart dis-
ease is declining due to individuals
watching their diets, stopping smok-
ing, and exercising regularly. Early
intervention by CPR trained indi-
viduals has also been a contributing
factor.

If you want to know more about
CPR or to sign up for a CPR class,
contact your District Office or the
Human Resources Division at 569-
2620.

Barbara Cox, of the Highway Police Division, prepares to demonstrate
proper breathing techniques.




The Arkansas State Highway and
Transportation Department
would like to recognize the graduating high
W | (U school and college seniors of AHTD employees
o and wish them well in their future endeavors.
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Michael W. Cariton
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Maurice Smith
AHTD Director

A special thanks to Jeffrey Collier, an
employee of the Arkansas Highway De-
partment in West Memphis. I was travel-
ling on the Interstate when my car started
steaming. Jeffrey stopped to help. Not only
didhe try and analyze the problem, he took
me to Forrest City, located a wrecker ser-
vice and told them where to pick me up. He
deposited me at a service station where it
was safe. Thanks to the AHTD for employ-
ing such super people as Jeflrey.

Jamie Mayo
Memphis, Tennessee
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April 12, 1991

Mr. Maurice Smith
AHTD Director

Thank you for your letter about the
participation of the Arkansas State High-
way and Transportation Department in
our Career Orientation classes.

Mr. B.J. McAlister, an engineer in the
Russellville area, spoke to our classes for
seven periods. He did an outstanding job.
The students were attentive, and, as one
said, “I think I want to become a civil
engineer now.”

One part of his program that he had
worked up and presented for the first time
was especially “eye-opening” for the stu-
dents. He compared the amount a person
would make if they started working at
minimum-wage, as compared to someone
who went to college for four years and then
started as an AHTD Engineer. Students
were astonished tolearn thatit would take
the minimum-wage worker 23 years, even
withraises of 5%a year, toreach the hourly
earningof the startingengineer. They were
also impressed with the difference of the
total earnings of the minimum wage worker
and the engineer.

Mr. McAlister told me it was well
worth his time to do this if just one student

. changed his or her mind and stayed in

school. I think that several students
changed their minds yesterday.
Mr. McAlister is an excellent repre-

sentative for your department, and I would
like to express my appreciation for his
presentations to the classes at Gardner
Junior High. Heis tobe commended for his
interestin and preparation for the presen-
tations. Thank you for making this oppor-
tunity available for our students.

Sincerely,
Donna Smith
Career Orientation Teacher

AHTD District 4 Engineer
Fort Smith, Arkansas

On behalf of the Fort Smith Fire De-
partment, City of Fort Smith, and citizens,
please accept my sincere “thanks” for your
assistance Friday night, February 1, 1991.
Without your assistance in the contain-
ment of the petroleum spill on I-540 and
Rogers Avenue, we might have had areal
catastrophe.

Your quick response and action in
providing sand for the containment was
greatly appreciated. Please express my
gratitude to your responding personnel.

Sincerely,
Fort Smith Fire Department
James W. Moore, Fire Chief
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April 12, 1991

Mr. Charles Venable, Chief Engineer
Programs & Contracts Division

Recently, Mr. David Mayo of your Pro-
grams and Contracts Division, imple-
mented a new format for advance notices of
the projects on the lettings.

With the regular letting notice being
three weeks prior to the letting, the time
left for contractors to prepare bids is very
short. Plus a good amount of that time is
used up in mailing the notice, and then in
mailing the plans and bidding documents.

The new format which Mr.Mayoimple-
mented now gives us enough information
so that we can use the advance notice to
order plans.

I want to commend Mr. Mayo for this
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small but innovative change that is a tre-
mendous help to me and I know for the
other contractors as well.

Sincerely,

Jerry McMurtrey, President
Huffman Bridge & Grading, Inc.
West Plains, Missouri

Mr. Ralph Fulton
District 9 Engineer
Harrison, Arkansas

I recently contacted Kit Core about
the gravel and dirt on our sidewalks along
Highway 62 that was the result of your
many hours of work during the winter
weather.

This was less than a week ago and
much to my surprise, highway crews were
finishing up the cleaning of the sidewalks
today.

I just wanted you to know what a fine
jobKit and his crews are doing up here not
only on this but other projects as well. Kit
has been an active member of our commu-
nity ever since his arrival and we appreci-
ate having people like him in Berryville.

If I can ever be of assistance, please
feel free to call me.

Sincerely,
Mayor Tim McKinney
City of Berryville

-

Mr. Ralph Hall
AHTD District 6 Engineer
Little Rock

Thank you for one of your employees,
Mr. Joe Lucas, whofound and returned my
wallet to me.

You have one great employee. If there
were more like Joe Lucas, the world would
be a whole lot better place! He is one nice
man.

Thanks again,
Mary Hedgecock
North Little Rock, Arkansas
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Highway and Transportation Department employees
during the months of April, May, and June 1991.

BRIDGE
10 Years Charles R. Hart ..... Engineering Computer Coord.
COMPUTER SERVICES
5Years Margarett A. Sithong....... Programmer Analyst II
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE
15 Years Danny K. Briggs......... Heavy Bridge Maint. Supt.
5Years Jesse M. Koenigsberg ... Telecommunications Opr.
Ronald D. Strickland ............ Comm. Maint. Spec.
ENVIRONMENTAL
15 Years Susan R. Bradley................. Beautification Coord.
EQUIPMENT & PROCUREMENT
30 Years Newell Dewayne Combs ......cccooeeverenisreinnns Buyer
5Years Samuel R. Ramsey.............. Station Attend. Supv.
FISCAL SERVICES
5Years Donnalee Griswold ..........ccccvrueureens Accountant II
HIGHWAY POLICE
20 Years Donald G. Hastings .....cceccecveeceeeesnseranennes Captain
Tommy D. Briggs .....c.ccccurviueruennnne 2nd Lieutenant
15 Years James C. SIMmoDns ......ccccervervsnssncsnercarnens Corporal
Marilyn A. Heath ............ Asst. Sec. Head/Permits
10 Years Bobby Cordle .........ccccevvevennene Patrolman 1st Class
Robert J. Dunn.........cceceineenens Patrolman 1st Class
Fairy E. Warren ......c.coceevenee Patrolman 1st Class
Douglas J. HONey .......covevererveriraesnesasaasan Corporal
5Years Nicholas L. Phillips............... Patrolman 1st Class
James A. Singleton ............... Patrolman 1st Class
HUMAN RESOURCES
10 Years Jane S. Wilson Division Head
5Years Jeffrey L. Ingram ......ccoovervmecuisvrccnennens Adm. Aide
INTERNAL AUDIT
20 Years  Shirley M. Wesson........cccceeeuneene Section Secretary
MATERIALS AND RESEARCH
25 Years Kenneth Brazile......................... Dist. Mats. Supv.
Dale Gossien .....coccceveeeeinecnene Mat. Area Engineer
10 Years Jonathan A. Annable ....... Sec. Head/Geotechnical
5Years Cynthia Hill .......cccneeeeneene Dist. Lab. Technician
Kim M. Ford ......ccccvvuvuruennnan. Mat. Technician II

PLANNING
30 Years Dan S. Morgan .......ccccceecevevecsannnne Adm. Officer II
15 Years Paul E. Simms ....... Staff Planning Administrator
5Years BillD.Ryan ....couvvianrccnnnnes Planning Analyst
PROGRAMS & CONTRACTS
15 Years N.JoNash.....ivvivvcvienennnnens P&C Technician
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
5Years TrevalL.Meador..........cceueeeeee. Section Secretary
ROADWAY DESIGN
10 Years Samuel H. Johnson, Jr.......... Sr. Design Engineer
STATE AID
20 Years Billy T. Hayes .....cccocoereeeicrrrcvennne Section Head
SURVEYS
25 Years Kenneth H. Riggs .................. Surveys Party Chief
15 Years Ferrel V. Magby .....cccoovvinnrvrinnnes Cartographer II
5Years Paul D. Womack .....cccceevierrvnrnssnnnee Surveys Aide
Jeffrey K. Files............... Surveys Instrumentman
TRAFFIC
25 Years Jerry L. Smith ....ccocvivvirevvennnnnnne Striping Supv.
DISTRICT ONE
30 Years Malcolm Markham .........ccoceuveuruienae Lead Person
Donald Armstrong .....cc.coecceceeerarencas Crew Leader
25 Years Jimmy L. Goad .........ccocunec.e. Sign Crew Foreman
Floyd F. Harrell, Jr. ......cccoeveermnnnee Sr. Const. Aide
Freddy Everhart ........c...... Const. Instrumentman
15 Years Marlin Jarrett ......cccoceuennnne Multi-Axle Tr. Driver
5Years JamesH.Darden ................... Hot Mix Paver Opr.
Ronnie P. Johnson .............. Vegetation Controller
Dwayne Pritchard...... Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Michael Smith......ccceovevverinveen. Finish Carpenter
Joseph A. Hutto .....cccccceuvrerennnnne Rough Carpenter
Joseph Sartini......c.ccceuen Adv. Const. Field Engr.
Terry Emerson..........co.eee.... Vegetation Controller
Larry Clark ......cccoeeuunee. Motor Patrol Opr./Rough
DISTRICT TWO .
30 Years James L. Briley......ccceruvererenenne District Engineer
20 Years Barney Herring .....cccccovnuveccnnecnncens Area Foreman
Charles Ellingburg.............. Multi-Axle Tr. Driver

Michael Thompson ......cc..ceeune. Resident Engineer

¢

-



Y 5 Years Mary Lynn Sutton ............... Resident Office Tech.

Robert Allen, Jr. .....cccocvereacaennns Finish Carpenter
5Years Guy O.Simmons ........... Motor Patrol Opr/Finish
Troy L. Miller .......cccccveeceenen Multi-Axle Tr. Driver
James R. White .......... Lowboy or Float Tr. Driver
Rickey R. Tippitt....ccceeueenee. Vegetation Controller
Franklin Reynolds.......... Motor Patrol Opr/Rough
Ray A. Spears ................... Area Hdqts. Attendant
Robert D. Ray ......cccoocveeenunn Asst. Storeroom Supv.
Brian C. Wells..........cccccuue. Vegetation Controller
DISTRICT THREE
35 Years Fidelis Koelzer ...................... Const. Project Supv.
25 Years Billy A Turpin .......... Distributor/Roller Operator
William Tyler ......ccoccoovevcecccaveanne District Engineer
20 Years  Alvin Vaughn ....c.ccccccrvvvienneveeencennnns Area Foreman
Kurt F. Moritz ....ccccoccennernveennienaccanas Crew Leader
15 Years Gary W.Barham ......cccccoivvccvicninnacs Crew Leader
10 Years Larry E. Bowren. ............iceueeeeeee Construction Aide
5Years JamesR. Flatte ......... Distributor/Roller Operator
Charles R. Tallman, Jr. ...... Const. Mat. Inspector
James D. Smith .....cccoceiinccacinnnee Sr. Const. Aide
Hulet N. Jacobs ......cccccvvceeeeacaen. Const. Helper II
Leroy Sanders ......ccccooovmnevccarcann. Finish Carpenter
a DISTRICT FOUR
25 Years Hershel Henry .......ccoocncvccinaneenn. Area Foreman
Jimmy Barker ........ccocveviienirenicisiniinns Inspector
20 Years Larry G. Young .......ccceccveeneesercccenaes Crew Leader
Jerome A. Forst ......... Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Irwin G. Richmond........ Matrol Patrol Opr/Finish
Buster Snellgroves..... Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Loy G. Phillips ......ccccocevnenvcnccanene Senior Mechanic
Bobby Bearden ..........ccceeeee Dozer Operator/Finish
15 Years Mark Williams ........cccvveceirrcvnanen Bridge Job Supt.
Ralph Maze ............ Motor Patrol Operator/Finish
Dale Miller ............. Motor Patrol Operator/Finish
5Years GuyPetray......cccccnvevrunccncen. Const. Field Engr. 1
William Boswell .......cccoevieiiecrancccnneenens Mechanic
Jimmy R. Davis .....cconesvencae Rest Area Attendant
Homer Langley.......... Distributor/Roller Operator
Steven McAllister ............... Vegetation Controller
Terry Sherrill ................. Multi-Axle Truck Driver
DISTRICT FIVE
25 Years Gary K. Smith....cccoceeveecrinenns Const. Party Chief
Douglas Sipe ......cccovvevcercververcneneecrnens Crew Leader
20 Years Dennis Williams.......cccooveneenacnicnanns Crew Leader
Jessie Hubbard.................. Body Repairer/Painter
Leonard Cotter ............... Multi-Axle Truck Driver
Doyle Shrable ................. Multi-Axle Truck Driver
Raymond Covey .......ccccoccevermersnencas Sr. Const. Aide
Steven Anselmi ....cccoceceennnsesscccsnenne Sr. Inspector
15 Years Rodney Sutherland ....... Motor Patrol Opr/Finish
Melvin Yates .......cccceeeecnveanceene Const. Party Chief

5Years Donald Osmon ...Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Nora McLaughlin ......ccccccceeeene Construction Aide
Robert Skelton ......ccccceveeccceracans Rough Carpenter
James E. DiX ..cccccorvnvvcinvinnceiniennncenes Lead Person
Levon James.............. Asphalt Tank Truck Driver
Dennis St. John .......cococeinriniiiciaenas Roller Operator
Bobby Wilkerson Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Gary Tackett ......ccocevumennenee Dozer Operator/Rough
Kenny Bowren .......cccoccuciunenene Const. Field Engr. 1
Donald Harwood .Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
William Dockins.. Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
DISTRICT SIX
25 Years Benny Joe Bagley....... Hydraulic Exc. Opr/Finish
15 Years Johnny Harvey .........ivvcnvcnneicccnnen Inspector
Larietha Ann Evans ......ccocceviicnnns Field Clerk II
Ferrill E. McNeil ............ Multi-Axle Truck Driver
Jerry Stovall .....ccccovirvccanncnen. Sign Crew Foreman
Elmer Inman .......coiiveevcmevcciccnrannacens Lead Person
Wendell Clowers............ Motor Patrol Opr/Finish
Harry G. Jobe ................ Motor Patrol Opr/Finish
10 Years  J. Scott Stevenson .........cccccrevccecennnee Crew Leader
Thomas Jones ......cocoeeseeerreiaerocne Senior Mechanic
Billy Dunlap .....cccoceccenmnecncrcccrnnecennes Lead Person
5Years Brian Cohens .....Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Willie Faulkner ...Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
John Caldwell ..........cccoeunuuue. Street Sweeper Opr.
DISTRICT SEVEN
25 Years  Oscar B. Doherty, Jr............ Multi-Axle Truck Dr.
Billy Karber ........ccoonivincrnnrcieneee. Area Foreman
20 Years Thomas Heyward ........ Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
Doyle Patterson .......ccocoovueeienns Finish Carpenter
Arthur Pumphrey, Jr. ...Motor Patrol Opr/Finish
James Watson .........ceeceeeerereanes ...... Lead Person
15 Years F. Louise McMahan .................. District Secretary
Marvin Hunter ....Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
Erwin Bridges ......cccccevevvivennanne Rough Carpenter
Lee O. Gordon ....Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Tony Harrington .....c.cooeeceeeeeeens Construction Aide
Dennis Burke .....ccccccovnuincvnsuennnes Senior Mechanic
Jerald R. Priddy....cccceveceveene Multi-Axle Truck Dr.
Michael Bryant .......cccoeccervrcinnecnnne Crew Leader
10 Years V.P. GOrman ........cccovcicarecesnsseesnesnens Deck Hand
5Years Hurley Phillips......cccocevnrermennnae Rough Carpenter
Deberal L. Ellis.................. Area Hdqts. Attendant
Norman Freeman ............... Multi-Axle Tr. Driver
DISTRICT EIGHT
30 Years Ruben McConnell .........cccocunee Resident Engineer
25Years BoydS.Bonds......cccceunirccsineninns Area Foreman
Dick Williamson ......ccceeeveee Multi-Axle Tr. Driver
20 Years Jerry Williams ......ccccvunnrivennieviiannn Crew Leader
Kenneth Crow .......ccocvemiiiinncnnnans Area Foreman
15 Years Danny Duvall ................ Motor Patrol Opr./Finish




Richard Keaster . Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr. Don Lemay .....ccccovvemcineinnens Const. Project Supv‘,
James T. Bridges............. Multi-Axle Truck Driver 20 Years Leonard Norton.................. Sr. Const. Party Chief @
5Years Raymond Wheeler ......cccccoccccriveisncrnursunnan- Guard Joe Barnett ........ccoceeceiiiennninnens District Engineer
Don WAlliams .....cccoeereeeessrresresenses Senior Mechanic 15 Years Jimmy Adams .....Single Axle Tr. Dr/Mower Opr.
Dawn Biggs ....cccovveiemevirsearenesenscseens Stock Clerk Donald Upshaw ................ Distributor/Roller Opr.
Corkey Wilson .....cccceuvevvenvne Resident Office Tech.
DISTRICT NINE 10 Years Randal Cooper ...........c....... Asst. Storeroom Supv.
20 Years  Lotis Horton, JT. ...cccoeveuerveecruenesnsnns Sr. Inspector 5Years Donna Moore .......coccomuvunce Rest Area Attendant
15 Years  Jerry Smith .....cccccccevmrmrevecncrsseeensrnenen Crew Leader Joseph E. Wilson................. Multi-Axle Tr. Driver
Ernest Bates.............. Distributor/Roller Operator Bobby Brooks .....Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Greg CTiner ......ccccveeeueene Multi-Axle Truck Driver David Haynes ......ccccccenuuee. Distributor/Roller Opr.
5Years Randall W. Edgmon ,,,,,, Motor Patrol OprjRough Ronnie Niswonger ...................................... Welder
Tim Brasel .......ccccocvercvvecneeencerecenenes Sign Erector II
DISTRICT TEN
30 Years Galen Williams.............. Motor Patrol Opr./Finish
s )
The following employees have recently retired from the
Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department with 10 or more years of service.
DECEMBER 1990 Edward W. Cummings, Jr. - 21+ years
Charles F. Fuller - 11+ years Area Foreman/District Nine

Single Axle Truck Driver/Mower Operator/District Five
Edgar L. Moore - 14+ years

Sammy L. Rice - 22+ years Finish Carpenter/District Seven
Lead Person/District Five
James L. Pounders - 30+ years
JANUARY 1991 Construction Project Supervisor/District Ten
i W.J. Phillips - 16+ years
. Vegetation Controller/District Six James W. Stone - 17+ years
Rough Carpenter/District Five

J.B. Rankin - 13+ years
Single Axle Truck Driver/Mower Operator/District Six Billie C. Ward - 14+ years
Distributor/Roller Operator/District Nine
Billie W. Slaughter - 29+ years

Second Lieutenant/Arkansas Highway Police MARCH 1991
George L. Belt - 13+ years
Borden R. Tate - 11+ years Senior Mechanic/District Seven
Paint Transport Truck Driver/Traffic Division
: Johnie J. Bradshaw - 20+ years
Lee C. Watson - 30+ years Crew Leader/District Seven
Area Foreman/District Five

Mazel E. Diggs - 17+ years
Arthur T. Watt - 23+ years Field Clerk II/District One
Assistant Division Head/Right of Way Division
Evelyn G. Kiernan - 15+ years

FEBRUARY 1991 Division Section Secretary
Homer E. Blair - 16+ years Construction & Maintenance Division/Radio
Area Foreman/District Six

Boyce E. Martin - 16+ years
Bobby Bradley - 30+ years Sergeant/Arkansas Highway Police
Single Axle Truck Driver/Mower Operator/District Five
i Leroy Zachry - 30+ years
Carmet L. Crites - 22+ years Area Foreman/District Three
Rough Carpenter/District Eight

’
'
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BRIDGE DIVISION

Congratulations to Carrie Pinkerton,
daughter of Division Head Veral
Pinkerton and his wife, Mary, who was
married to Robert Crawford on April 20
at the First United Methodist Church in
Little Rock. A reception followed at the
Country Club of Little Rock. Carrie and
Bobby sailed the Caribbean for their hon-
eymoon. Our very best wishes to the new
couple.

Dale and Donna Loe are the proud
parents of Julianne Christine who gradu-
ated in May, Magna Cum Laude, from J.
William Fulbright College of Arts and
Sciences in Fayetteville. Julie is a mem-
ber of Phi Beta Kappa sorority.

Jay Kimmel, son of Betsy and Mark
Kimmel, was the award winner for his
design in arecent poster contest promot-
ing preservation of our natural resources.
Jay's design is now a logo on “tree shirts”
distributed by Terry Elementary School.
Hereceived a beautiful book on the forest
and wildlife and a framed picture of the

" logo. Jay is in the fourth grade at Terry

Elementary.

On Saturday, April 6, Charlie Hart,
Stewart Linz, Carl Fuselier, and some
friends floated the Mulberry River for
the first time. They reported some excite-
ment during a rescue operation for a life
vest but otherwise the trip was success-
ful. The day was perfect for scouting and
they found a secluded site in the Na-
tional Forest for camping next year.

The seventh annual Bridge Division
Buffalo River canoe trip was Saturday,
April 20. The weatherman had predicted
sunny skies and 70°, but as everyone
knows, thisis Arkansas. Friday night, 15
people gathered around the campfire at
Steel Creek to trade lies and discuss the
float trip. On Saturday morning, only 9
people made the entire 10-mile trip. Ev-
eryone enjoyed the trip, despite the
weather, and are already making plans
for next year's trip. This year's group
from Bridge included Mike and Jamie
Coogan, Stewart Linz, Charlie and
Dianne Hart, Glenn Cheatham, and Steve
and Kelli Lawrence. Others attending
were Bill Hinson, Chuck and Tanya
Giron, David and Beth Christie, Ferrel
Oldham and Kyle McBride.

Carrie Pinkerton Crawford

COMPUTER SERVICES

Well, they came through for us this
time. We have two more pictures to back
up the birth announcements from the
last magazine. o

Allyson Lee Frymark, daughter of
Lesa Frymark, appears to be expressing
an opinion to the photographer, and Lesa
confirms that Allyson is not a bit shy
about doing so.

-

Allyson Lee I-.‘rymark.
Robert E. Lee's granddgughter,
Olivia Symone Whitley, tries the laid-

back approach to having her picture
taken. Grampa Robert admits that she
has him thoroughly charmed; he just
can't resist that little smile.

Olivia Symone Whitle&

The fierce-looking fellow in armor is
Jay Wilson preparing to do battle at a
SCA event. Jay is very active in the SCA
which stands for the Society for Creative
Anachronism, an international organi-
zation dedicated toward creatively re-
producing the best parts of the Middle
Ages. At Candlelight Camp in March of
this year, Jay took second place in the
new fighter tournamept. Congratula-
tions!

Carolyn Bobo, of the Production Con-
trol Section and her husband, Mitchell,




became grandparents to their fifth grand-
son, Mitchell Allen Bobo, III (Mitch).
Parents are Mitchell Allen, Jr. (Mickey)
and Pricilla Bobo.

CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE
Congratulations to Ken Benson who
recently celebrated 20 years of service
with the Department. A.L. Holmes, Con-
struction and Maintenance Engineer,
presented him with his service pin and
certificate andrefreshments were served.

Allan Holmes and Ken Benson

Also congratulationsto Ken's grand-
son, Richard Hill and Amanda Stewart
who were wed April 6 in Frederick, Okla-
homa.

Brad Long, son of Roy and Brenda
Walden, recently participated in the Can-
cer Society's “Move-Along-Athon” with
others from the Sheridan High School
Student Council. Brad is also a member
of the National Honor Society and was
selected for Who's Who Among American
Students and has accepted a scholarship
to UALR as a pre-med student.

Also their daughter, Kim Fetters,
will graduate May 18 from Mississippi
County Community College with an As-
sociate Degree in Nursing and will be
working in St. Vincent Infirmary's criti-
cal care unit.

We would like to welcome two new
employees to the Final Estimates Sec-
tion: Joey Bishop and Jay Vittitow. Joey
started in February as an engineering
student. He is single (but only until July)
and enjoys flying radio controlled air-
planes. Jay, who came in March, is also
single and a student at UALR majoring
in business.

Stanley and Penny Garver have
bought a beautiful home complete with
party barge on Lake Hamilton so we're
hoping to be invited for an outing this

summer. And congratulations Stan for
placing second in the Long Hill Invita-
tional golf match.

ENVIRONMENTAL

We wished Jim Gaither a warm fare-
well as he transferred to the Right of
Way Division as Assistant Division Head.
Jim had a long career in the Environ-
mental Division,-and we wish-him the
best in his new “environment.”

Congratulations to Bill Richardson
who was promoted from Senior Environ-
mental Scientist to Assistant Division
Head.Billhasbeen with the Department
since 1976 and has worked in all areas of
environmental responsibilities. Bill is
married and hastwo daughters and a pet
flying squirrel named Rocky.

Bill's wife, Katy, was frustrated re-
cently when she found that several but-
tons were missing off Bill's coats. Bill
blamed Rocky for chewing the buttons
off, but Katy didn't believe him. Finally
Rocky's stash was located — in one of
Bill's coat pockets were eight buttons
and two acorns! Too bad Rocky discov-
ered all those new suits Bill bought for
his new position.

Susan Bradley received her 15-year
service award in April. Marion Butler
presented her with her certificate and
pin.

Burney, Edwina, and Heather
McClurkan will be traveling to the
Adirondaks in June for the marriage of
their son, Kevin, to Miss Frieda Lim,
formerly of Flint, Michigan. Congratula-
tions to Kevin and Frieda.

EQUIPMENT

AND PROCUREMENT
Congratultions to Keith Caddy and

Sam Ramsey who were presented with 5-

year service certificates from Division

Head Al Sacco. Cake was served for the

occasion. '

Caddy, Sacco, and Ramsey

Phyllis and Jessie Womack becam
grandparents February 3 when their
daughter Dora (Dodie) and her husband,
John Busby, had an 8 pound, 5 ounce
baby boy named Sawyer Aaron Busby.
His big sister is Tracy Barnes, formerly
of Surveys.

This little doll is the granddaughter
of Keith and Sue Caddy. Natalee Rose
Tipton was born September 26 and is the
daughter of Cheryl and Jeff Tipton. Con-
gratulations!

T

P /g i85
Natalee Rose Tipton
HIGHWAY POLICE

Congratulations to Lisa Osborn and
Ross Batson on their marriage March 9
at the Life Line Baptist Church in Little
Rock. Lisa works in the Highway Police
Central Office and Ross is a Corporal
with the AHP. After a wedding trip to
Jamaica the Batsons will live in Little
Rock.

Lisa and Ross Batson

Congratulations to Patre Williams,
whois the 18-year old daughter of Diann
Miller of the AHP Permit Section. Patre
graduated from Benton High School
where she was editor of the school news-
paper. She was honored by the Optimist
Club as an outstanding student. She
plans to become a medical doctor.




(.V[ Joe Wheat's son, Billy, and his wife
! ichelle, are the proud parents of Ashley
Renee Wheat, pictured here at 7 weeks
old. Billy, Michelle, and Ashley live in
Conroe, Texas. This is Joe's 18th grand-
child, so he is truly a certified grandpa!

L E.h._

Ashley -Renee Wheat

David and Missy Webb are the proud

parents of Meredith Ashley who wasborn

on March 10, weighing 8 pounds and 1/2

= ounce. Her 5-year old brother, Brandon,
. is very fond of his little sister.

Meredith Ashley Webb
We extend our deepest sympathy to
Alma Stephens and her family in the loss
of her brother-in-law, Bill Weaver.

HUMAN RESOURCES

This division would like to welcome
Kristie Humes and Jeff Ingram, new
employees to the EEO Section, Bill Frogge
as a new employees in the Buildings
Management Section, and Vada
McElmurry to the Employee Assistance
Program Office.

Kristie has been with the Depart-
ment for one year and transferred to the
Human Resources Division from the
Truck Tax Unit. Kristie, a former Ideal
Miss Arkansas, is a sports enthusiast
and a firm believer in routine exercise.

She has completed two years of college
andhopes someday toattend Law School.

Kristie Humes_

Jeff also transferred from the Truck
Tax Unit where he has been employed
since 1983. Jeff graduated from UALR
with a Bachelor's Degree in History. He
likes antique cars, auto racing and car
shows. He, and his wife, Jennifer, live in
Little Rock.

‘Jeff Ingram

Bill Frogge is a native of Benton
where he played football for Benton High
School. He recently completed training
in heating and air conditioning installa-
tion at Ouachita Vo-Tech. He is married
and has two daughters, ages three and
one. He enjoys hunting of every type,
fishing, and also works as a volunteer
coach on a local soccer league.

Bill Frogge

Vada McElmurry is originally from
Lincoln County and is a graduate of the
U of A at Monticello. She has a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Business Adminis-
tration and comes to the Employee Assis-
tance Program after several years as an
Administrative Assistant in the
Governor's Office. When Vada isn't work-
ing, she enjoys relaxing on her houseboat
on the Arkansas River. Neither she nor
her daughter, Holly, have learned the
fine art of successful fishing, but who
knows?

Heather Brieane was the name cho-
sen by parents, Rae and Stuart Meyer,
for the beautiful baby girl they welcomed
to the world on March 23. Heather was
born at Southwest Hospital where her
father is employed as a nurse. She
weighed 6 pounds and 6 ounces. Con-
gratulations to Dick Luéas on the birth of
his second grandchild.

Melissa Doss, of the Training and
Safety Section, has recently been hon-
ored by her selection into the Student
Salute Awards Program at Joe T.
Robinson High School. This program is
sponsored by Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone and is designed to recognize and
stimulate positive performance in high
school students. Congratulations Mel-
issa, and keep up the good work.

MATERIALS AND RESEARCH

Not too much happening this quar-
ter. The four-day work crews are now on
schedule and there have been several
promotions. Eric Sanders has been pro-
moted in the Soils Lab, Jaymes Bell has
transferred from District 2 to take a
position as a Geotechnical Aide replac-
ing James Mackey, and Richard Dickson
has been employed as a Geotechnical




Aide.

Welost severalindividuals thisquar-
ter. James Melancon resigned April 17 to
return to Louisiana, Ron Small resigned
February 27, and Sam Kizer also re-
signed as a Geotechnical Drill Party
Chief. We will miss them all.

Bill Langston, a long time employee
of Materials and Research, passed away
in April. Bill had been in retirement for
about 4 years. He will always be remem-
bered as a good hearted, humorous man
who treated everybody with respect and
kindness. He will be sorely missed.

PLANNING

Congratulations to our 1991 gradu-
ates! Patricia Slater's brothers, Russell
a