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COMMISION AUTHORIZES CHANGES TO SPEED LIMITS
ON SELECTED RURAL FOUR AND FIVE LANE HIGHWAYS

LITTLE ROCK (6-13) — The Arkansas Highway Commission authorized Arkansas
State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) to raise speed limits on certain
highways during a regular meeting of the Commission on Tuesday. A recent analysis of rural
four and five lane highways recommended that increased speed limits be allowed on a number of
highways from 55 mph to 60 mph.

“The Commission asked us earlier this year to study these rural highways to determine if
modifications to the speed limits were warranted,” said AHTD Director Scott Bennett. “Based on
a thorough engineering analysis, where safety is always first, we have determined that there are
sections of these highways that may warrant a raise in the speed limit.”

Approximately 265 miles of rural, four and five lane, undivided highways are included
and will be considered for raising speed limits from 55 mph to 60 mph. Speed limit sign changes
could be made within the next several weeks.

The Department reviewed all rural four and five lane highways currently posted at 55
mph. Sections of less than two miles were generally excluded. A total of 87 sections were
studied in detail, including a review of the design speeds, the 85™ percentile speeds and crash
rates, as well as the locations of traffic signals and school zones.

For more information go to www.arkansashighways.com.
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RURAL 4 AND 5 LANE HIGHWAYS CONSIDERED FOR
SPEED LIMIT MODIFICATIONS

Length| Proposed
Route Description (Miles) | Speed Limit
Colt - Wynne 5.1 60
Caldwell - Colt 2.95 60
1 Forrest City - Caldwell 1.7 60
Haynes - Forrest City 6.03 60/ 65
Marianna - Haynes 6.65 60/ 65
South of Marianna 2.66 60
7 |Russellville - Dover 4.52 60
18 |Jonesboro - Lake City 9.88 60
18 |West of Blytheville 9.15 60
49 ([Paragould - Jonesboro 12.81 60
49 Marvell - Poplar Grove 217 60
Poplar Grove - Helena 9.59 60
63 Walnut Ridge - Sedgewick 10.65 60
Sedgewick - Jonesboro 9.6 60
63 |South of Pine Bluff 5.69 60
63 |East of El Dorado 2.87 60
64 |[Conway - Vilonia 4.85 60
64 |(West of Marion 3.05 60
65 |[North of Harrison 2.93 60
65 North of Damascus 2.67 60
Damascus - Greenbrier 6.46 60
South of Pine Bluff 0.7 60
North of Gould 1.1 60
South of Gould 0.81 60
North of Dumas 1.33 60
South of Dumas 0.5 60
65 |Tillar - Reed 1.51 60
North of McGehee 2.69 60
South of McGehee 0.26 60
Desha Co. Line - South 213 60
North of Lake Village 0.2 60
South of Lake Village 2.02 60
67 |[Walnut Ridge - Pocahontas 12.85 60
71 |South of Ashdown 0.92 60
79 |North of Camden 6.44 60
82 |East of Lake Village - MS State Line 7.6 60
167 South of El Dorado 3.25 60
North of Junction City 8.2 60
167 |[Ouachita River - North 4.05 60
167 Sheridan -1-530 21.01 60/ 65
Dallas Co. Line - Sheridan 14.4 60/ 65
167 |Bald Knob - Southside 25.95 60
247 |Russellville Bypass 7.5 60
278 Warren - Wilmar 5.56 60
Wilmar - Monticello 4.95 60
412 |West of Tontitown 213 60
412 West of Paragould 5.35 60
Paragould - MO State Line 5.37 60
425 |North of Monticello 3.07 60
425 |South of Pine Bluff 4.06 60

Under this proposal, approximately 261 miles of four and five lane
undivided rural highways currently signed at 55 mph will be
increased to 60 mph, and approximately 17 miles of divided four
lane highways currently signed at 55 mph will be increased to 65
mph.
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