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Federal Transportation Funding for Arkansas to Cease at End of Month 
FHWA Outlines Immediate Consequences of Congressional Inaction 

  
LITTLE ROCK (5-12) – The Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department 
(AHTD) received word Monday that Federal transportation funds for projects in the State 
will discontinue after May 31st, according to Agency officials. 
 
In the attached letter addressed to AHTD Director Scott Bennett, and through similar 
letters to departments of transportation across the Country, U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation Anthony Foxx outlined how the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
will be unable to make new obligations of Federal-aid funds to the States. Additionally, 
Secretary Foxx stated that Federal-aid reimbursements on all projects – including those 
under construction – will be halted completely, not delayed. 
 
“We knew this would happen if Congress did not take appropriate action in time,” said 
AHTD Director Scott Bennett. “Although we have been preparing for reductions or delays in 
Federal-aid reimbursements, we now have to consider the impacts of a complete FHWA 
shut-down.” 
 
Since December 2014, AHTD has evaluated its scheduled Federal-aid projects prior to each 
bid opening to ensure sufficient State funds are available to fulfill commitments during 
anticipated reductions or delays in Federal reimbursements. To date, AHTD has withdrawn 
70 projects worth an estimated $282 million construction dollars from the 2015 bid 
opening schedule. 
 
“This places all of our Federal-aid projects – including those currently under construction – 
at risk,” added Bennett. “Congress must act now or work in many construction zones across 
the Country will come to a complete stop.” 
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