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	 The University of Arkansas at Little Rock Construction Manage-
ment Heavy/Civil Design Team finished third in the nation at the 
annual Associated Schools of Construction and the Associated 
General Contractors student competition held in San Antonio this 
spring.
	 Miyoshi Lasker, a Design Technician in the AHTD’s Right of Way 
Division, was a member of the team.  This is the same team that won 
first place in the Region 5 Associated General Contractors construc-
tion competition earlier in the year. 
	 Approximately 242 universities across the country competed in 
seven regional competitions with only the first place teams advanc-
ing to the Nationals.  The Heavy/Civil Division consisted of teams from 
Auburn University, Brigham Young University, Oregon State University, 
Penn College, University of Cincinnati, University of Nebraska and 
the University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR).  
	 The competition is designed to help students understand high-
way procedures and construction from a real-world scenario of what 
it takes to estimate, bid and build a heavy civil job.     
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CenterLine

An Eventful Birthday Celebration
	 District 10 employee Jim Toney, who 
works in Resident Engineer Office #4 in Para-
gould, celebrated his birthday in March.  His 
celebration was anything but routine.   The 
CenterLine staff asked Jim to explain:
	 My birthday fell on a Friday night, March 
2nd.  My wife, Holly, and I decided to have 
a night without the kids and take in dinner 
and a movie.  
	 On our way into Paragould, we came 
upon a man and his motorcycle lying on the 
shoulder of the road.  I pulled our car over 
and went to assist the man.  I helped get the 
motorcycle off of him.  A deer had collided 
with him, breaking his leg and causing him 
to wreck.  

The UALR team includes (front row, l. to r.) Angel Corley, Jeremy 
Land and Michael Tramel; (middle row) Lisa Bishop; (back row, l. 
to r.) Kevin Young, Miyoshi Lasker and Waylon Corley.

Design Team Places Third Nationally

	 My wife called 911 and we waited with 
him until paramedics arrived before continu-
ing on our way.  We had dinner, watched a 
movie (Wild Hogs, an excellent movie) and 
began our trip home.  
	 We got within a quarter of a mile of our 
home when I noticed flames emerging from 
the sky lights of a nearby house.  We turned 
around and went back to see if anyone was 
home or if we could help.  My wife called 911 
(for the second time that night) and I went 
around the house knocking on the doors on 
the main floor and the basement, but no one 
seemed to be home.     
              

(See BIRTHDAY, page 2)Jim Toney
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Golf Tournament Benefits 
Special Olympics
	 The annual Arkansas Highway Police/Special Olympics Classic was 
held at Harbor Oaks golf course in Pine Bluff on June 19th.  A total of 
136 players participated, with several teams from AHTD.  This was the 
12th year for the tournament and it raised $15,000.  Over the past twelve 
years, the tournament has contributed over $190,000 to Special Olympics 
Arkansas.  Shelly Yielding of Special Olympics Arkansas, presented an 
award to Chief Ronnie Burks at the tournament, recognizing the Arkansas 
Highway Police as the Top Fund Raising Department. This was the third 
consecutive year the Arkansas Highway Police has received the Top 
Fundraising Department Award.

Employee: Richard Steed, District Bridge Inspector Helper, District 7

Length of Service:  I will have 19 years in September.

Job Duties:  I assist the District Bridge Inspector in the inspection of all 
publicly owned bridges.  I also maintain and update a database on 
600 plus bridges using the PONTIS program, a comprehensive bridge 
management system that stores bridge inventory and inspection 
data.

Favorite Part of Job:  District 7 is very large and geologically diverse so I 
get to travel from the lowland oilfields of Union County to the Ouachita 
Mountains in the northwestern part of Clark County.  I enjoy the different 
scenery of these areas, and the wildlife we observe is always a plus.

Background:  I started with the Highway Police at the Ashdown Weigh 
Station in September of 1988, and then transferred to a patrol unit 
in Columbia County.  I came to District 7 in the early 1990s.  I have 
a Bachelor of Science degree from Southern Arkansas University at 
Magnolia.  

Family:  My wife, Mary, and I have two sons, Ira, who is age 13 and 
James, who is 11.

Hobbies:  Both boys like to fish and hunt so I stay busy cleaning fish 
all year and deer in the fall.  I also collect Civil War items, prehistoric 
Indian relics and embossed Arkansas soda bottles. 

Where Is This?
See answer at bottom of last page.

Birthday (Continued) 

	 Now flames from the second floor were coming over the top of 
the roof.  I began trying to kick open the front door.  Once inside, I 
crawled into the house yelling for anyone inside, but the smoke kept 
me from going very far.  I finally heard a woman yelling.  She and her 
husband had been in the basement and heard me kicking in the front 
door.  They had no idea the house was on fire.  I instructed them to go 
back downstairs and exit the house through the basement garage.  
	 The Western Greene County Volunteer Fire Department arrived 
shortly and extinguished the fire, though the house was a total loss due 
to smoke and fire damage.  Thankfully the residents were safe.  Their 
dog ran off that night, but was found the next day.  

Salary Increases 
Take Effect
	 In accordance with Act 804 of the 2007 Legislative Session and 
Commission Action, AHTD employees received a two percent salary 
increase effective June 21, 2007.  The salary increase will be seen on 
the July 12, 2007, paycheck.
	 In addition, Act 289 of the 2007 Legislative Session made provi-
sions for the Department to consider an additional salary increase 
in mid-October based on employee performance.  The Department 
is currently developing guidelines for implementing the provisions of 
Act 289. 

See the new salary schedule, next page. The Arkansas River Bridge on Highway 79 at Pine Bluff in 1956.

Design (Continued) 

	 Granite Construction Company, based in California, sponsored 
the competition and selected the Whitewater River Bridge Project as 
the competition problem.  The project consisted of elevating an 1,100-
foot section of roadway over the Whitewater River Channel.  The major 
challenge was removing and replacing the bridge while still providing 
an open 28-foot minimum roadway width.  There was also extensive 
channel work to be performed and construction had to be scheduled 
around the rainy season and year-round flash flooding.
     In addition to Lasker, the UALR team consisted of Waylon Corley, 
Angel Corley, Lisa Bishop, Jeremy Land and Kevin Young.  The team 
was coached by Michael Tramel.   

Bennett Elected To 
Retirement Board
	 Scott Bennett, Assistant Chief Engineer – Planning, has been 
elected as an employee-member to the Board of Trustees of the 
Employees Retirement System of the AHTD.
	 Bennett began his career with the Department in 1989 as a Civil 
Engineer I in the Planning Division.  In 1995, he was promoted to Section 
Head for Technical Services.  He was promoted to Assistant Division 
Head of Planning & Research in 1996.  Bennett transferred to Programs 
& Contracts in 1998 as Assistant Division Head and became Division 
Head of Planning and Research in 2002.  He was then promoted to 
Assistant Chief Engineer of Planning in 2004.  Bennett has a Bachelor’s 
degree and a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University 
of Arkansas and is a Registered Professional Engineer.
	 The board position runs from July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2009.  

From left to right, Chief Ronnie Burks, Shelly Yielding of Special 
Olympics Arkansas, four Special Olympic athletes and SGT Scott 
Fraley.

Roadcheck 2007
     The Arkansas Highway Police participated in 
Roadcheck 2007 this month.  The event is coordi-
nated by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
and was held June 6th – 8th across North America.  
The roadside inspections are performed in order 
to prevent truck and bus crashes and to save 
lives.  In Arkansas, 376 vehicles were inspected.  
Nationally, a total of 10,000 specially-trained and 
certified officers were involved in the program 
this year.
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District 9: Ike Raymond Thomas Harris 
was born to Angela Harris, Backhoe/Front 
End Loader, April 11, 2007.  He weighed 
6 pounds, 5 ounces.

District 3: Receiving their 5-year service awards  are (l. to r.) Steven 
Muldrew, Distributor Operator; Patrick Shepard, Maintenance Aide 
II; and Paul Gray, Maintenance Aide I.

District 10: Receiving their 10-year service awards 
were (l. to r.) Matt Larue, Distributor Operator; 
and Kathy Chesser, Backhoe/Front End Loader 
Operator.

District 10: Receiving their 15-year service 
awards were (l. to r.) W.C. Tobar, Maintenance 
Aide II; and Johnny Gardner, Welder.

District 10: Receiving their 5-year service awards were (l. to r.) Wesley Reece, 
Backhoe/Front End Loader Operator; Gary Pruitt, Single Axle Truck Driver; William 
Henry, Multi-Axle Truck Driver; and Heath Eubanks, Backhoe/Front End Loader 
Operator.

District 7: Victoria Lynn Buzbee, 
daughter of Raymond Buzbee, Multi-
Axle Truck Driver, graduated in May 
from Hampton High School.  She 
received an Academic Scholarship 
and a Choir Scholarship.

District 10: Lou Varvil, Janitor, has 
a new grandson, Asher Lynn Griffin.  
Asher was born May 5, 2007.

District 5: Kristen Rae 
Glover, daughter of Stan 
Glover, Resident Engineer, 
was born March 27, 2007, 
in Searcy.

Right of Way: Jackson Thomas Aquino, 
grandson of Connie Stayton, Negotiator, 
was born May 28, 2007.  He weighed 6.08 
oz. and measured 19” long.

District 3: Mike Giles, Inspector, 
is a proud grandfather of his new 
grandson Connor who was born 
August 24, 2006. Big sister Jacie, 
age 3, is pictured with Connor.

Planning & Research: Jordan Wallis, 
son of Gregg Wallis, Administrative 
Officer I, graduated Marine Corps 
boot camp in San Diego.

District 1: Andrew L. Hall, Distributor/
Roller Operator, received his 10-
year service award.

District 1:  Joey McClanahan, Motor 
Patrol Operator-Finish, received his 
20-year service award.

District 4: Jan McElroy, District 
Bookkeeper, received her 15-year 
service award.  

District 1: (l. to r.) Derender Dallas, Single Axle 
Truck Driver; and De'andra Warren, Multi-axle 
Truck Driver, received their 5-year service 
awards.

Planning and Research: (l. to r.) Woody 
Adams, Engineering Research Technician 
II, receives his 5-year service award from 
Mark Bradley, Staff Research Engineer.
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NEW EMPLOYEES
HUMAN RESOURCES
Gina Simpson, Central Office Receptionist

MAINTENANCE
Larry Phillips, Backhoe/Front End Loader Opr.
Gary Vice, General Laborer

MATERIALS
Robert Green, General Laborer

PLANNING & RESEARCH
Andrew Warren, Civil Engineer

DISTRICT 6
Alfred Barnes, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Angela Henry, General Laborer, Lonoke
Earnest Jackson, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Jeffery Moore, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Anthony Porter, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Teddy Puckett, General Laborer, Lonoke
Mikael Thomas, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski

DISTRICT 7
Kenneth Copeland, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Union
Lisa Fay, General Laborer, Union
Carol Richard, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Ouachita

DISTRICT 9
Michael Wiseman, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Boone

DISTRICT 10
Mark Fender, Dist./Roller Operator, Lawrence

PROMOTIONS
BRIDGE
Charles Ellis, Staff Bridge Design Engineer

COMPUTER SERVICES
Charlie Frame, System Support Technician III
Michael Hall, Programmer III

ENVIRONMENTAL
Bart Dudley, Environmental Analyst III

HUMAN RESOURCES
Shannon Peeples, Office Admn. Assistant III

MAINTENANCE
Lawrence Waits, Paint Transport Truck Driver

PLANNING & RESEARCH
Sandra Busby, Research Assistant

REPRODUCTION
Ronald Stucker, Reproduction Operator

DISTRICT 1
Timothy Burks, Maint. Aide II, Crittenden
Logan Hardin, Construction Field Engr. I, RE 13
Gregory Mosley, Maint. Aide II, Crittenden

DISTRICT 2
Brandon Bradley, Sgl. Axle Truck Dr., Arkansas
Thomas Drye, Assistant Resident Engr., RE 23
Joshua Walker, Const. Field Engineer I, RE 23

DISTRICT 3
Jeff Bain, Backhoe/F.E.L. Operator, Nevada
Nicholas Ward, Multi-Axle Truck Driver

DISTRICT 2
Alton Thomas, Jr., Motor Patrol Opr.-Fin., 35 yrs.

DISTRICT 4
Stanley Bates, Distributor/Roller Opr., 5 yrs.
Clifton Beavers, Motor Patrol Opr.-Finish, 30 yrs.
Debbie Caster, District Office Manager, 25 yrs.
Donald Mizell, Roller Operator, 5 yrs.
Linda Ryan, Rest Area Attendant, 10 yrs.

DISTRICT 5
Ira Campbell, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, 5 yrs.
Danny Fleetwood, Storeroom Supervisor, 30 yrs.
Linda Kinsey, Area Hq. Attendant, 5 yrs.
James Merriman Jr, Dozer Opr. - Finish, 15 yrs.

DISTRICT 6
Roy Erwin, Maintenance Aide II, 35 yrs.
Eric Paulus, Area Maint. Supervisor, 25 yrs.
Winfred Petty, Motor Patrol Opr.-Finish, 10 yrs.
Kathy Robbins, Area Hq. Attendant, 10 yrs.

DISTRICT 7
Donald Crawford, Motor Patrol Opr., 15 yrs.

DISTRICT 8
Tomrny  Littleton, Jr., Dist. Const. Engr., 30 yrs.
Hurlan Muncy, Guard, 10 yrs.
Krishaun Parish, Backhoe/F.E.L. Opr., 5 yrs.

DISTRICT 9
Gary Hopkins, Maint. Aide II, 10 yrs.
Steve Lawrence, District Maint. Engineer, 20 yrs.
Douglas Pederson, Bridge Job Supt., 35 yrs.

DISTRICT 10
Kathy Chesser, Backhoe/F.E.L. Opr., 10 yrs.
Joseph Eubanks, Backhoe/F.E.L. Opr., 5 yrs.
Michael Farrell, Bridge Repairer II, 30 yrs.
Byron Hanson, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, 30 yrs.
William Henry, Multi-Axle Truck Driver, 5 yrs.
Martha Meeks, Area Hq. Attendant, 15 yrs.
Dustin Miller, Bridge Repairer I, 10 yrs.
Gary Pruitt, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, 5 yrs.
Keith Smith, District Bridge Inspector, 30 yrs. 
  
        RETIREMENTS
COMPUTER SERVICES
Becky Hall, Apps Analyst/Programmer II, 4 + yrs.

FISCAL SERVICES
Judy Prewitt, Administrative Asst. III, 33 + yrs.

RIGHT OF WAY
Louise Mills, Right Of Way Negotiator, 19 + yrs.

DISTRICT 1
Raymond Rogers, Rest Area Attendant, 8 + yrs.

DISTRICT 2
Cheryl Davies, Construction Helper II, 6 + yrs.

DISTRICT 3
Kenneth Fore, Sealing Job Supt., 28 + yrs.

DISTRICT 4
Leroy Oliver, Senior Mechanic, 13 + yrs.

DISTRICT 6
Larry Childress, Senior Mechanic, 21 + yrs.

DISTRICT 8
Cecil Long, Equipment Maint. Supv., 24 + yrs.

DISTRICT 9
Rex Holt, Senior Mechanic, 33 + yrs.

DISTRICT 10
Roy Herron, Multi-Axle Truck Driver, 8 + yrs.
J. Real, Jr., Maint. Aide II, 19 + yrs.

 MEMORIALS  

District 1 
Osie Williams, 6/6/2007, Retired
Ollis M. Fields, 6/9/2007, Retired
 

DISTRICT 4
Charles Brummett, Sgl. Axle Tr. Driver, Crawford
Jonathan Chambers, Sgl. Axle Truck Dr., Logan
Doyle Davis, Motor Patrol Operator, Polk
Dexter Downs, Backhoe/F.E.L. Operator, Polk
Jesse Easom, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Franklin
Jerry Murray, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Washington
Randy Pianalto, Motor Patr. Opr.-Fin., Washington
Cassie Rongey, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver
Tina Sinclair, Area Maint. Supervisor, Washington

DISTRICT 6
Terrence Carter, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Eligha Gooden III, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Lonoke
Ray Hart, Distributor Operator
Doyle Lee, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Pulaski
Floyd Palmer, Area Hq. Attendant, Pulaski
Shandale Smith, Crew Leader
Terry Trotter, Area Maint. Supervisor, Prairie

DISTRICT 7
Cedric Burris, Motor Patrol Operator-Finish
Jerry Henderson, Dist./Roller Opr., Columbia
Richard Hilton, Area Hq. Attendant, Clark
John Johnson, Multi-Axle Truck Dr., Cleveland

DISTRICT 8
Jeremy Ford, Multi-Axle Truck Driver
Martin Jones, Backhoe/F.E.L. Opr., Johnson
Porfirio Martinez, Multi-Axle Truck Dr., Conway
Donnie Wallace, Multi-Axle Truck Dr., Conway
Kingsley Watson, Sgl. Axle Truck Dr., Johnson

DISTRICT 10
Noah Carlson, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, Poinsett

SERVICE AWARDS
ARKANSAS HIGHWAY POLICE
Brad Calaway, Sr., Sergeant, 15 yrs.
Alma Medlen, Patrol Officer First Class, 15 yrs.

COMPUTER SERVICES
Judith Manes, Computer Tech. Coord., 25 yrs.

CONSTRUCTION
Athena Bright, Inspector, 15 yrs., RE 34
David Cummings, Const. Aide II, 5 yrs., RE 32
James Dean, Asst. Resident Engr., 5 yrs., RE 76
Jeffrey Eldridge, Senior Inspector, 15 yrs., RE 61
Wayne Emmons, Const. Aide II, 5 yrs., RE 92
Gary James, Sr. Const. Mat. Insp., 5 yrs., RE 04
Charles Jefferson, Const. Aide II, 15 yrs., RE 95
David Lewis, Const. Aide III, 15 yrs., RE 34
Jason Marshall, Const. Aide III, 5 yrs., RE 94
Charles Pierce, Asst. Res. Engr., 15 yrs., RE 06
Bradley Porter, Senior Inspector, 30 yrs., RE 04
David Wyers, Inspector, 25 yrs., RE 82

INTERNAL AUDIT
Phil Device, Electronic Data Proc. Auditor, 5 yrs.

MAINTENANCE
David Armstrong, Crew Leader, 30 yrs.
Thomas Duncan, Striping Crew Supv., 15 yrs.
Annette Swift, Administrative Aide I, 25 yrs.

MATERIALS
John Bettis, Materials Area Engineer, 15 yrs.

PLANNING & RESEARCH
Tamara Easley, Civil Engineer II, 5 yrs.
Lydell Harris, Cartographer III, 20 yrs.
Johnna Thomas, Transp. Mgmt. Analyst I, 5 yrs.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Denise Powell, Administrative Aide IV, 5 yrs.

RIGHT OF WAY
Neil Palmer, Sect Head - Appraisals, 30 yrs.

ROADWAY DESIGN
Nena De Sousa-Saturn, Adv. Hydr. Des. Eng., 15 yrs.

STATE AID
David Mayo, Jr., Division Head, 30 yrs.

DISTRICT 1
Andrew Hall, Distributor/Roller Opr., 10 yrs.

District 2 
Douglas L. Berry, 5/17/2007, Retired
 
District 7 
Thomas D. Greene, 6/2/2007, Retired
 
District 8 
Jackie L. Allen, 6/3/2007, Retired
Robert L. Hughes, 6/10/2007, Retired
Charles O. Pellham, 6/8/2007, Retired
 
District 9 
Voyt Jackson, 5/13/2007, Retired
Bud Young, Jr., 5/27/2007, Retired
 
Fiscal Services 
James E. McCarthy, 5/27/2007, Retired
 
Planning & Research 
Legiena Kellar, 5/8/2007, Retired
 
Right of Way 
Carcena Hall, 6/19/2007, Retired

 MILITARY DUTY
As of 6/20/07, the AHTD had 14 employees serving 
active duty in a branch of the United States military.  
Dates denote the deployment date.

Human Resources  
Travis Nelson, Safety Inspection Officer, 5/8/06
  
Maintenance  
Michael Brown, Sr. Traffic Investigator, 6/12/06

MATERIALS
Christopher Wald, Civil Engineer II, 01/02/07
  
PLANNING & RESEARCH  
Kimberly Sanders, Transp. Planner, 11/29/06
  
District 1  
Ricky L. Benson, Construction Helper II, 7/19/06
  
District 4  
Brandon Bowen, Mechanic, 10/12/06
Jeremy Bowles, Construction Helper II, 7/13/06
Nathan Reed, Multi-Axle Truck Driver , 10/3/05
  
District 6  
Shirley Hammett, Area Hq. Attendant, 7/20/04
  
District 9  
Steven Halsted, Hydr. Excav. Op.-Finish, 7/3/06
Eric Jaeger, Maint. Aide I, 8/30/06
  
District 10  
Kyle Beasley, Sgl. Axle Truck Driver, 7/19/06
Robert Martin, General Laborer, 7/19/06
Dustin Miller, Bridge Repairer I, 7/19/06

Answer to “Where Is This?” 
The Arkansas Welcome Center 
at El Dorado.


