Districts in North Arkansas Deal With Recent Ice Storm

The January ice storm that hit
northern Arkansas is being called the
worst one of 115 kind in many decades.
Even worse than the Eiﬂul:l]r: dose of
e Arkansas received in 2000, 5
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The storm swept across Arkansas
on the 27th leaving up to two inches
of 1ce in some northern counties.
More than 300,000 homes across the
state were without power. Numerous
counties were declared state disaster
areas and President Obama declared a
federal emergency in Arkansas.




Employee: Roxanne Kames

Job Position: Resident Office Technician, Monticello
Resident Engineer’s Office, District Two.

Length of Service: 26 ' years

Job Duties: 1 prepare all current, final and matenials
estimates generaled by ouwr office.  This includes
comparing pay items to plans and specifications,
checking for accuracy in caleulations, making sure that
contractor/supplier material certihications are in order and
maintaining appropriate files, 1 also prepare daily reports
for various items such as Aggregate and ACHM Courses,
and enter these items for payment. | am responsible for
maintaining critical dates, equipment lists, change orders
and miscellanegous information. In addition, 1 assist our
crew with laptop updates and maintenance.

Favorite Part of Job: | feel a sense of accomplishment
with every job completed and with every final estimate
submitted. | also enjoy working with, and having contact
with, so many people throughout the state (including the
great crew that we have in Monticello).

Background: | graduated from Drew Central High
School in 1976 and attended the University of Arkansas at
Monticello. | was hired by the Department in June of 1952
as a Field Clerk 1. At the time of my employment, there
was no Resident Office Technician on staff, and [ trained
simultaneously in both positions. | was promoted to Field
Clerk 11 in March of 1984, and Resident Office Technician
in May of 1990,

Family: | have been married to my husband Chuck since
May, 1978. We have two beautiful daughters, Megan,
20, and Sarah, 19. Both are students at the Umiversity of
Arkansas at Monticello.

Hobbies: My hobbies include reading, gardening, traveling,
quilting (a skill that my 100-year-old grandmother taught
me) and spending time with family. | am an active member
of the Greenhill United Methodist Church. 1 have served
as a teen youth group leader and Bible School teacher.

The 2009 AHTD Equipment
Operators Roadeo Finals...

..will be held at the Central Shop in Little Rock on
June 11, 2009, Semi-final competitions
for the Districts and
Central Office
have been scheduled
as follows:
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Appropriate Division Heads and all District Engi-
neers will be contacted by the Training and Safety Sec-
tion to coordinate the semi-final competitions.
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CONSERUGLIONTEORNI1

Crews are hard at work in
Saline County on a pair of new
ratlroad overpasses on Highway
35. The project is located in
Benton and was let to contract
in January of 2008. The job was
awarded to M.J. Lee Construc-
tion Company of Tulsa, Okla-
homa, for $15,150,002. One of
the new overpasses being built
i5 located on Highway 35 just
west of the intersection with
Highway 183. The second one
15 located on a new location of
Benton Parkway as it crosses the
tracks to the east of the Highway
35/Highway 183 intersection.
Completion of the improve-
ments is u:{peuted in late 2009,
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{Continned from page f)

The ice brought trees and power lines down onto high-
ways mn many locations bringing traffic to a standstill.

“From January 26th to January 30th, we had many
highways that were blocked penodically due to trees and
power lines, many for several hours,” stated District Engi-
neer Joe Bamett from District 10, “On the 26th and 27th,
these blockages became common. Movement of traffic
over the entire region was significantly hampered due to
downed trees and power lines.”

Even where there was no debris on the highways,
the ice covering the roadways made travel difficult. The
AHTD's 500 chemical spreaders, 300 snowplows and 200
maotor graders were out around the clock working to make
the situation easier to deal with,

The storm meant hard work for District emplovees but
it also affected their families.

“Most District 10 employees left theéir homes with fam-
ilies in them that had no power, limited heat and in some

Traffic is slowed by downed power lines in Gainesville,
4

cases damage to report as they made their way to work,”
stated Barnett. *“We had every available employee oul
working with chain saws, dragging limbs, driving escorts
doing other tasks for most of the week. The effort on the
part of our employees was exceptional!”

In some areas of District 4, employees fought the storm
without the advantage of having electricity. The Wash-

Crews remove fallen trees on Highway 16 near the Benton
County line.




ington County Area Headquarters at Lincoln was without
power from Tuesday until early Friday moming. The Arca
Headquarters and Resident Engineer Office at Fayetteville
lost power on Tuesday night and spent most of the week
without it. In Crawford County, the Area Maintenance
Headquarters at Mountainburg was without power for four
days.

“Employees faced hardships at home as well,” stated
Distnict 4 Engineer Joe Shipman. Approximately 75 were
without power dunng the week. “Despite not having power
at home, and in some cases, damage to property, employees
continued to report to work™ Shipman added.

In the aftermath of the storm, Governor Beebe asked
for a presidential disaster declaration for 235 Arkansas coun-
ties, The storm caused an estimated 577 million in damage
statewide,

(right} A Department trick makes
its way down Highway 71 near
Mt Sherman. At times, trucks
wonld radio in that they couldn
maove forward or move backward
due to trees falling in the roadway.
Crews with chain saws had to help
them cut their way ouf.

fbelow) A fallen tree lays on
Highway 23 near Withrow Springs
State Park

Urility poles lie on Highway 135 at Galnesville.
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Four Day Work
Week Schedule

Etfective March 12 through No-
vember 4, 2009, the following AHTD
personnel will work a four-day, ten-
hour schedule Monday through Thurs-
day from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with a
hall hour lunch:

Field Maintenance
Personnel, District Shop
Crews, Storeroom Person-
nel, Area Maintenance Su-
pervisors, Job Superintendents, Shop
supervisors, Equipment Maintenance
Supervisors, Signing, Striping and
Profiling Crews, Traffic Engineering
Personnel, Sign Shop Personnel, Sur-
veys Division Survey Parties, Heavy
Bridige Maintenance Crews, Facilities
Management Personnel, Radio Main-
tenance Specialists, Safety Inspection

Officers, Equipment and Procure-
ment Shop Personnel and Technical
Services Section Field Personnel,

On those weeks containing a holi-
day, the work schedule will reven
to a five-day, eight-hour work week.
Vacation or sick leave for a ten-hour
day will be charged as ten hours. Half

days will be charged as five
hours,

The Districts will
rotate the service station
personnel so that one person

will be on a five-day, eight-hour work
week in order to keep the station open
from T:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Friday.

The Equipment Preventative
Maintenance Program is to be carried
out fully during the four-day work
week period.

Register Now for AHP Bass Classic

The 15th Annual Arkansas High-
way Police Bass Classic will be held
on March 28th and 2%9th at DeGray
Lake in Arkadelphia. This is a great
way to welcome the spring season and
vou are imnvited.

All AHTD employees and their
families can fish in the tournament,
Department retirees are also welcome,
In addition to what is hopefully great
fishing, there will be a meal provided
on Saturday afternoon and door prizes

to be given away. On Sunday, all win-
ners will be announced.  Awards will
in¢lude first through fourth place and
Big Bass.

Lodging is plentiful around the
lake and in the Caddo Valley area.
Camping is also available in the State
Park, located on the lake.

For mformation and registration,
contact Ned Ward at 870-7T03-6328
or 7205 Highway 371, Prescott, AR,
TI857,

Participants in the jl’Jf.'rﬁ‘ Basy Classic at Lake DeGray,

Spring Forward:
Daylight Saving
Time

For 2009, Daylight Saving Time
will begin at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday,
March Bth. Clocks should be turned
forward one hour Saturday evening,

Graduation Photos
—_—DoO0 >

Please submit your graduation
photos BY 5 PM. WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 15T to be included in the
2009 Graduates™ 1ssue of the May
CenterLine. Information to be in-
cluded with photo 1s as follows: Stu-
dent name, school name (high school,
college or military only), relation 1o
employee, employee name, and em-
plovee District/Division. Photos will
be returned after the May issue is
printed.

Photo Format:

Emailed photosshould be scanned
at 300 dm. Paper photos should be at
least wallet size. To ensure quality,
do not send a printout of a picture,
CDs and floppy disks will be accept-
ed as well.

Submit the Photos:

In person, by mail or by email
Please call or email questions to
Shellr Russell, Public Affairs Office,

Room 1002, 50]1-569-2573
shelli.russelliaarkansashighways.com



new employees

COMSTRICTION - Byan Ackar, Construction Helpes |, RE
23 - Amands Beevsler, Fidld Clerk |, RE 21 - Jary Tooke, Chl
Erginear, RE I

HUMAN RESOURCES - Ty Viughan, Admin, Aide |1]
MATERIALS - Troy Frazer, Genstal Labores

PLANNING & RESEARCH - Gary Zekis, Canogeaoher |
SURVEYS - Micholas Wommack, Suneys Helper

DISTRICT 1 - Gregnry Fresman, Singls Aede Truck Drieer -
Camen Henderson, Sngke Ade Truck Driver - Al Jones,
Single Axle Track Driver - Susan Kermedy, Single Axda Truck
Driver - Jason Foenges, Sngle Aale Truck Driver - Amokd
Wiliams, Single Axle Truck Driver

DESTRICT 4 - James Yaughl, Mechanic

CRSTRICT & - Chashopher Cramiedan, Single Axde Truck Drver

DESTRICT 7 - Curtis Hamikion, Gan. Laboner - Monla Launis,
‘ieider - Peggy Wakthal, Single Azle Truek Driver

OESTRICT B - Tmgtty Tyra, Rest Area Aendan

promotions

ARBANEAS HIGHWAY POLICE - Franklin Edwands, Paiml
Officer Firsl Class - Ecwin Johngon, Patnol Oitfcer Firal Class -
John Lamb, Patral OFosr Firal Class - Enc Mom s, Patol Ofcer
First Class - Wiliam Smith, Patrl Cfficer First Class

BRIDGE - Joseph Parker, Cadl Enginear |
EMVIROMMENTAL - Yuligsa Rogers, Adminisirative fide ||

HEAWY BRIOGE - Samusl Bameed, Brdge Reg. || - 7.J. Brown,
Bridge Reparer Il - Jofe Knappenberger, Brdge Repaier I

MAINTEMANCE - Jofn Bettis, Stall Mantensros Exginesr -
Joshua Musick, Maimeranas fAide ||

FROGRAME & CONTRALCTS - Etica Mchssl, Frograms &
Conlracts Engirear ||

FEAGHT OF WRY - Barry Cnaz, Uity Cogsdinalor ||

CESTRICT 2 - Rickie Bratton, Jr., Assi. Dist. Bridge Inspecins -
Gregory Loomis, Conalrucion Projecl Coordngton

= Gary Morfon, Inspector - Vinoerd Sanders, Singla Axle Track
Crrenr, Boona County - Maurcs Wads, Senior Mechanic -
Samizs Washinglon, Muli-Asle Tnack Driver, Boone County

ERSTRICT 3 - Corey Charudler, Assl. Dist. Bridge Ingpectr -
Malthew Emberton, Civil Enginesst |, RE 32 - John King, Assl
Dist Bridge irspecior - Chares Aogers, Disl. Srdge Inspecinr
- lincy Simemons. Constnacton Aade |, RE 1

CASTRICT & - Lamy Hancook, Maimerance Alde 1 - Jeremish
Jacknon, Mairbenaros Aide B, Crawfond County - James Kohler,
Pludti-fodes Truck Dirtvee, Logan Counfy - Raph Trusty, Mull-Aele
Track Orniver, Logan County

CISTRICT § - Jonathan Bacon, Construcion Aide I, RE
51 - Rodney Bamett BackhFr. End Losdss Op. - Brian
Beach, Constnacion Akde Il RE 51 - Kenny Bowrsn. Resident
Ergingar, RE 42 - Philp Oeanen, DisinbuionfRolisr Opershr,
Clebume County

DISTRICT 6 - Kesin Busick, Mulf-Asle Truck Drver - Jamy

Denley, Motor Patol Operator-Finish, Lonoke County - Suben
Gragory, Mul-&ale Tk Drtear

DISTRICT 7+ Timn Frerod, Mantonance Aida |, Bradiey County -
Andrew Hogarnd, Corairuction Fieid Engineer | RE 75 - Willam
Frilchard, Re=si Area Alendanl, Clark Counly

[MSTRICT B - Cednc Cursh, Swest Sweeper Dparalor - Jemy
Lairson, inspector, B2 - Jolie Siorbakiaen, Construcion Ak ||,
RE B85 - Jooe \ilasenor, Roler Operalor - Frankin Wilklond,
Backh.Fr. End Loader Ogr, Faukner County

MSTRICT 9 - Alvd Arel o, Disribulon™olier Cpenior, Bcder
Coupnty - Michasl Cariton, Cistitatior Ciperabor

DISTRICT 10 - Levar Brown, Constracton Aide 1i, RE 05
- D, Weyatl, Assetant Resisen! Engineer, RE 05

service

ARKANSAS HIGHWAY POLICE - James Moors, Firsl
Lieutenant, 25 yra.

BRIDHEE - Diavid Bal, 515 Struclunes Erginess, 30 ws
COMSTRUCTION - Timotty Lowel, Consruction Alda i 21, 5
7. - Josesph Prsrson, Saiping Ceew Supsrscr, 10y, - Michael
Ficardo, Consiruction Mide |, RE 81, & yrs.
HEECTOR, - Dorid Mooon, Adminesiilve Assistan I 15 yrs,

EQUIPMENT & PROCUREMENT - Dale Womadk, Senis
Meachianic, 15 yra

HUSN RESOURGCES - Larry Copeland, Marlensrce Aide
I, 5 s

MAINTEMANCE - Roger Mishan, Crew Leadar, 20 yr

FLARNING & RESEASTH - Chvislopher Hanring, Chil Enginesr
IV, 10 yra.

ROADHWAY DESIGN - Micsh Bryanl, Design Enginsar, 5 yrs,
« Mark Ear, Advanced Design Engineer, § ye. - Eric Prillips,
Stafl Traffiz Engirear, X5 ywe

SURVEYS - Mara Alchley. Surimys Ada 1L § yrs. - Jondan
Hoffman, Sorveys Sade 1L, 5 s

DESTRICT 1 - Roberi Grary. Dswibulor Cperator, 4] yre. - Philip
Hant, Senior Mechanic, 5 yrs.

CESTRICT 2 - Stacy Bing, Sloreenom Asslstant |, § yrs. - Sandra
Pandergraas, Office Adminisirative Asst V10 yre. - Mawass
Wiade, Machanic, 10 ws

CESTRICT 5 - Timothy Hurtl, kaimsnance Alde 1L 20 yra.
CASTRICT & - Adfrad Langhom, Cresy Lasder, 30w
DISTRICT 7 - Michasd Bame®, Molor Pavrol OperatorFinish, 25
5. - Joss Mason, Crew Leader: 3 yre, - David Wages. Siation
Ahterdant #, 10 ya

CISTRICT 8- Disbhrie Matchet!, Muli-Rals Tk Detes, 10 e

CASTRECT - Gatriel Hansley. Motor Patrol Operator-Finish, 5
s, - Terry Sartin, Multihode Tr. Dr,, 5 s

CASTRICT 10 - James Keaslor, bul-faks Trock Deteer, 5 s

DISTRICT 2 - Roberl Posion,
Crasy Leadar, 28+ yi5,

DASTRICT 3 - Erie Colums,
Pars Runner, 13+ ym.

CASTRICT & - Jim Legget, Resideni
Enginesr, 12+ 415,

DISTRICT 7 - Carley Bledaos, . Maimerancs Aids Il 21s
ws. - Bty Ethridge, Fusl Clerk, 17+ s,

CHSTRICT O - Ronmie Faught, Seaing Job Superiniendent
13+ s,

memorials

MASTENANCE - Femedl "Gane’ Cagle, 120008, retired

HETRICT 2 - Raysond H. Ferguson, 172155 Anger 0. Tuma:
22K, ratired

DISTRICT & - Thomas E. Vines, Jr. 2148, refired
DISTRICT & - Auben McConnall, 2404, rofied

DISTRICT 9 - Jobhery Clie, 1121008, redired

active duty

A ol 25H08, e AHTD had 1% employees serving acive
dutyin e Uniled States miltary, Dales dencle e deplagmed
daa

ARKAMNSAS HIGHWAY POLICE - Shawm Foust, Sergeant,

MATERIALS - Dianed Kralt, Geot [ril Party Chisd, 172008
CHETRICT 1 - Jomes Bare, Zenior inspeciorn, 2106

DISTRICT 4 - Nathan Resd, Mulli-Ade Truck Deiver, 100005 +
Kiesim: Tuckar, Bricgn Regaioer |, 100007

HSTRECT 5 - Greg Mefmann, Inspecior, 100187 « Dirad Smith,
Inspector, 10T

DISTRICT B - Shidey Hammell, Area Mg AL, 72004

DISTRICT & - Michas! Bumon, Asphall Tank Truck Drver,
10T = James Hamie, Molor Padeol Operator, 111407 « Comal
Hewsoma. Single Aode Truck Daver, (507108

HETRICT 4 - Ashigy Haln, Ferry Boal Pilol 95817 = Douglas
Herry, Single Abe Truck Dirkeer., 300107 + Josaph Aagland,
bainenanca Akde |, 100107 » Cameron Whilney, Sion Eredor,
1VHIT » Rardal Wiliams, Ferry Boat Pilot, 811007

DISTRICT 10 - Danald Evance, Con Aide |, 10MM7 -

Rudys Miichell. Rest Ama AR VV1NT « Elis Richmond, 5r,
Construction Mat. Inspecier, 10/007

“"Where Is This?"

The new Highway B2 Bridge over the Missssipp
River near Lake Willage, @ Chicot County.
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