
Roundabout:  

             Rules of the Road 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We understand that a major part of addressing road safety challenges involve intersections.  In the United States, over the last several years, an average of ¼ of traffic fatalities and roughly half of all traffic injuries are attributed to intersections.  Circular intersections, or “roundabouts” are one strategy to address intersection safety.  If you haven’t used a roundabout, the first time can be a little confusing. That’s why we are here. 
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Roundabout:  

             Panel Participants 

 Danny Straessle - Moderator 
 Timothy Gushing – Arkansas Highway Police 
 Ken Farmer – Bella Vista Police Chief 
 Christopher Suneson – Community Dev. Services 
 Steve Lawrence – District 9 Engineer 
 David Baker – AHTD Design Engineer 
 Keli Wylie – CAP Program Administrator 
 Seth Yancey – CAP Construction Manager 
 Gary Icenogle – District 9 Resident Engineer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m Danny Straessle. I’m the information officer for the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department.  Also with me are…… 

Chief Ron Burks-Arkansas Highway Police
Steve Lawrence-District 9 Engineer
Seth Yancey- Manager of the Connecting Arkansas Program
Keli Wylie-Administrator of the Connecting Arkansas Program
Gary Icenogle-District 9 Resident Engineer
Mike Churchwell-Bentonville Transportation Engineer
Christopher Suneson-Director of Community Development Services  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Let’s begin with “what is a roundabout?”

Roundabouts are very common in other parts of the world. They have been widely used in Europe for decades. They have proven to reduce travel time and improve gas mileage. That’s because traffic continues to move, rather than waiting on traffic lights or lines behind stop signs. There are many types of roundabouts, but the navigation is similar. 

(VIDEO IS NEXT)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a closer look at your new roundabout. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s begin with a right turn….. As you enter the roundabout, keep to the right and turn on your intended route. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember to always yield before entering any roundabout. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s make a left turn now… just enter the roundabout when traffic is clear, go to the left lane and simply turn left when needed. The pavement markings will help you. However, if you are coming from existing Highway 71 southbound lanes and you need to go to 71 northbound, drivers are not permitted to switch lanes within the roundabout. Therefore, you must continue through the roundabout to Interstate 49.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, it is critical that you yield before entering the roundabout. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This graphic illustrates what to do if you just want to go straight through the roundabout. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember to yield. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What if you just need to turn around? That’s easy. Just stay in the left lane and circle back to the same route from which you entered the roundabout. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again….always yield to other drivers in the roundabout. 
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Get 
Around 
Safely 

Thru Traffic 

Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and continue 
through. 

U-Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and continue 
around the roundabout  
and exit on the same  
road from which you 
    entered. 

Right Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and complete  
your turn. 

Left Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Go ¾ 
around the roundabout 
and complete your turn. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s another graphic that will help you “get around safely.”

Let’s first look at the green arrows. This driver wants to go straight through the roundabout. First, the driver should yield to oncoming traffic and stay to the right and continue through.

Now let’s look at the blue arrows. This driver wants to make a right hand turn. Once again, they must yield to oncoming traffic, stay to the right and complete the turn.

The orange arrows show how to navigate making a left hand turn. Remember, always yield to oncoming traffic, go ¾ around the roundabout and complete your turn. 

If they driver wants to make a U-turn, they would simply continue around the roundabout and exit on the same road from which you entered.  That’s indicated by the yellow arrows.

Remember, in a multi-lane roundabout, you must yield to both lanes of traffic. Once a gap in traffic appears, merge into the roundabout and proceed to your exit. Look for pedestrians and use your turn signal before you exit. If there is no traffic in the roundabout, you may enter without yielding.

You do not need to signal on approach to the roundabout. Use your right turn signal when passing the exit before the one you intend to take. If you miss your exit, simply go around again.

There is no need to stop unless you see a vehicle approaching.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So let’s recap…

As you approach, look to the left to see if any drivers are traveling in the roundabout. If so, yield to them.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Once there is an adequate gap in traffic, enter the roundabout.
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 Once you are in the 
roundabout, stay in 
your lane. Don't stop 

    or change lanes.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you are in the roundabout, stay in your lane. Don't stop or change lanes.
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Get 
Around 
Safely 

Thru Traffic 

Left Turn Right Turn 

U-Turn 

 Use your turn signal as 
you approach your exit. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use your turn signal as you approach your exit.
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Get 
Around 
Safely 

Thru Traffic 

Left Turn Right Turn 

U-Turn 

 If you miss your exit, go 
around again. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you miss your exit, just go around again. You get another chance.
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Get 
Around 
Safely 

Thru Traffic 

Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and continue 
through. 

U-Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and continue 
around the roundabout  
and exit on the same  
road from which you 
    entered. 

Right Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Stay to 
the right and complete  
your turn. 

Left Turn 
Yield to traffic in the 
roundabout. Go ¾ 
around the roundabout 
and complete your turn. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a look at the navigation map again. Do you have any questions?
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Interim Roundabout 
Estimated Completion 

Spring 2017 

      SB Ramps 

 To         SB 

Walton Blvd.  

Bella Vista 
Bypass 

   To  
  NB Ramps 

From          NB 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m sure the number one question on your mind is “when will construction be complete.” Our best estimate is sometime in the spring. Of course, weather will play a big role in determining if we reach that goal.  



For More Information 

ArkansasHighways.com 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information on roundabouts and current traffic information, visit ArkansasHighways.com or IDriveArkansas.com.



Roundabout:  

             Rules of the Road 
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