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The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) Environmental Division 
reviewed the referenced project and has determined that the project falls within the 
definition of a Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion as defined by the ARDOT/FHWA 
Memorandum of Agreement on the processing of Categorical Exclusions.  The 
following information is included for your review and, if acceptable, approval as the 
environmental documentation for this project. 

The City of Jonesboro is proposing to widen a segment of Highway (Hwy.) 1B 
(Harrisburg Road) and improve the Hwy. 1B/East (E.) Parker Road intersection.  
The purpose of the project is to improve the capacity and Level of Service of Hwy. 
1B and accommodate future traffic growth.  The proposed project extends from 
approximately 250 feet north of E. Parker Road to 360 feet south of Forest Hill 
Road, for a total project length of approximately 0.4 mile.  Figure 1 shows the 
project location, and Figure 2 shows the intersection improvements (see Appendix 
A).   

The existing cross sections are described as follows.  All lanes are paved and 
11-foot wide.  The shoulders on both sides of the roadway in the project corridor 
are paved and vary in width between 1 and 4 feet.

Hwy. 1B on north side of E. Parker Road intersection:  Two northbound travel 
lanes; one southbound through lane; one dedicated left turn lane; and one 
dedicated right turn lane.   

Hwy. 1B on south side of E. Parker Road intersection:  One southbound travel 
lane; one northbound through lane; one dedicated left turn lane; one shared 
through/right turn lane; concrete curb on east side of roadway. 

Hwy. 1B south of E. Parker Road intersection to south of Forest Hill Road:  
One northbound travel lane and one southbound travel lane. 

E. Parker Road east of Hwy. 1B intersection:  One eastbound travel lane; one 
westbound dedicated left turn lane; and one westbound shared through/right turn 
lane.

The proposed modifications to the existing cross sections are described as follows.  
All Hwy. 1B lanes will be 11-foot wide, with the exception of left turn lanes, which 
will be 12-foot wide.  The east side of Hwy.1B will be comprised of typical curb and 
gutter with a 3-foot wide green space and 5-foot wide sidewalk.  The west side of 
Hwy. 1B will be comprised of 4.5-foot wide green space and 10-foot wide multi-
use path.  All E. Parker Road lanes will be 12-foot wide.  A curb and gutter tie-in 
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at the southeast Hwy. 1B intersection and 8-foot wide open shoulder east of the 
intersection will be provided.  Hwy. 1B shoulder widths will vary between 1 and 8  
feet.   
 
Hwy. 1B on north side of E. Parker Road intersection:  One additional 
southbound through lane will be provided. 
 
Hwy. 1B on south side of E. Parker Road intersection:  One center turn lane 
and one additional northbound through lane will be provided, and the shared 
through/right turn lane will be reconfigured as a southbound through lane. 
 
Hwy. 1B south of E. Parker Road intersection:  One additional northbound travel 
lane, one additional southbound travel lane, and one continuous center turn lane 
will be provided. 
 
Hwy. 1B south of Forest Hill Road:  A 360-foot segment of roadway will be 
tapered to allow the transition from five lanes to two lanes to merge into the existing 
roadway. 
 
E. Parker Road east of Hwy. 1B intersection:  One dedicated right turn lane will 
be provided, and the existing shared through/right turn lane will be reconfigured as 
a westbound through lane.    
 
Approximately 2.6 acres of permanent right of way will be required for the project, 
along with approximately 0.60 acre of temporary construction easement.  The 
current and forecast design traffic data for Hwy. 1B are shown in the table below.   
 
Design data for the project is as follows: 
 

Design 
Year 

Average Daily 
Traffic  

Percent 
Trucks 

Design Speed 
(mph) 

2019 22,600 3 35 

2039 33,600 3 35 

 
There are no relocations, wetlands, environmental justice issues, prime farmland, 
or endangered species associated with this project.   No adverse impacts to 
threatened and endangered species or cultural resources are anticipated from this 
project.  Correspondence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the State 
Historic Preservation Officer are provided in Appendix B.  Field inspections found 
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no evidence of existing underground storage tanks or hazardous waste deposits.  
The ARDOT Environmental Assessments Form is included as Appendix D. 

Higginbottom Creek and an associated tributary are in the project area and may 
be impacted by the project.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) issued 
Nationwide 14 Section 404 Permit for the project (Appendix B).   

Minor noise impacts are anticipated as a result of this project.  A screening level 
noise analysis is provided in Appendix C.  Project limits were reduced after the 
screening level noise analysis was conducted.  There will be ten residences  
impacted by noise due to the proposed project.  These residences need driveway 
access to the proposed roadway and this access would require gaps in a noise 
barrier proposed for mitigating noise impacts.  Those gaps would render a noise 
barrier ineffective.  

Craighead County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program.  The 
project is located in Zone AE floodplain with a floodway.  The final project design 
will be reviewed to confirm that the design is adequate and that the potential risk 
to life and property are minimized.  Adjacent properties should not be impacted nor 
have a greater flood risk than existed before project construction.  None of the 
encroachments will constitute a substantial floodplain encroachment or a risk to 
property or life.  

The City of Jonesboro held a Public Involvement Meeting for this project on 
December 7, 2017.  The public comments from this meeting are provided in 
Appendix E. 
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Figure 1 

Project Location 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

Intersection Improvements 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

Agency Correspondence 
 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

Screening Level Noise Analysis  
  



  



 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

ARDOT Environmental Impacts Assessment Form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ARDOT ENVIRONMENTAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

ARDOT Job Number 100881 FAP Number CMF-9227(68) 

Job Title _______ P ..;;....ar___;k...;..er _R_d..;;..... _-_S...;;;...o..;;....u;..;..;.t.;....h ........ {H_w.;....y,1,-.___;1..;;;;;;B ..... ) ........ <J�o..;...n..;;..e...;;;...sb.;;...;o;......ro...;;...j) ........ {....,;;;.S...,_) ________ _ 

Environmental Resource None Minimal Major Comments-required for each item 

Air Quality x 
No impacts; project located in AQ 
attainment area 

Cultural Resources x SHPO clearance (5/23/17) 

Economic x No adverse impacts 

Endangered Species x 

Environmental Justice/Title VI x 

Fish and Wildlife x 

Floodplains x 

F crest Service Property x 

USFWS correspondence (6/7 /17) 

EJ populations not located in area 

USFWS correspondence (6/7 /17) 

Zone AE Floodlain with a Floodway

None in project area 

Hazardous Materials/Landfills x None identified in project area 

Land Use x 2.61 acres new ROW; 0.60 acre TCE 

Migratory Birds x 
No structures with nests in project 
footprint 

Navigation/Coast Guard x No navigable waterway concerns 

Noise Levels x Noise analysis enclosed (10/3/17) 
Prime Farmland x Not located in project footprint 

Protected Waters x None located in project area 

Public Recreation Lands x None located in project footprint 

Public Water Supply/WHPA x Drinking Water SP required 

Relocatees x No relocations necessary 

Section 4(f)/6(f) x 4(f) I 6(f) resources not in project footprint 

Social x No adverse social impacts identified 
Underground Storage Tanks x None located in project area 

Visual x No adverse visual quality impacts 

Streams x STAA required by ADEQ 

Water Quality x 404 permit issued by USAGE (11/3/17) 

Wetlands x None in project footprint 

Wildlife Refuges x None in project area 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification Required? No 

Short-term Activity Authorization Required? 

Section 404 Permit Required? 

Remarks: 

Signature of Evaluator gf tm_ (Ji� 
7/27/2018 

Yes 

Yes Type ____ N_W_14-'-------
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Public Comments 
 

 

  



CITY OF JONESBORO 
CITIZEN COMMENT FORM - SUMMARY 

 
ARDOT JOB NUMBER 100881 

WIDENING OF HIGHWAY 1B FROM FOREST HILL ROAD TO PARKER ROAD 
CRAIGHEAD COUNTY 

 
LOCATION:   

MUNICIPAL CENTER 
MAIN LOBBY 

4:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017 

 
 

Yes  No 
Do you feel there is a need for the intersection improvements at the intersection of the 
Highway 49 at Parker Road? 
Comment (optional). ______________________________________________________ 

 
Comments: 
There need to be a light at Forest Hill. 
Traffic light at Forest Hill is needed, particularly if this project is only funded to Forest Hill. 
Would like to see the project go past the Fire Station entrance. 
 

Do you feel that the proposed design presented at this meeting will improve the traffic 
flow through the area? Please explain. ________________________________________ 

 
Comments: 
Yes - There needs to be a light at Forest Hill. 
Yes -  Five time better than current 
Yes - I believe it will help 
 

Do you know of any environmental constraints, such as endangered species, hazardous 
waste sites, existing or former landfills, or parks and public lands in the vicinity of the 
project? Please note and discuss with City of Jonesboro staff. ______________________ 

 
 

Do you have any concerns related to the proposed design (e.g. change in access, etc.) or 
suggestions for additions/modifications? ______________________________________ 

 
Comments: 
Yes –  Needs to go past the Fire Station entrance.  The curve past the church should be changed. 
Yes –  Traffic access to Hwy 1B from Forest Hill. 
Yes - Improve visibility for south through curve past Central Baptist Church. 
Yes -  Craighead Forest Road needs a light.  It will be impossible to cross 5 lanes of traffic when turning 

left. 
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Do you feel that the proposed design will result in any impacts (Beneficial or Adverse) 
on your property and/or community (e.g. economic, environmental, social, etc.)? Please 
explain.  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Comments: 
5 lanes will take away from the beauty of the area. 
Beneficial 
Beneficial, Social 
Beneficial – Better traffic flow for all businesses 
Will be very adverse to Mardis Subdivision without light. 
Beneficial, Economic, Environmental, Social 
 
Additional Comments: 

1. Bike trail should not be on Hwy 1.  It should be on S. Culberhouse.  It is too dangerous to ride a 
bike on S. Culberhouse because of the hills & S. Culberhouse is close to the park than Harrisburg 
Rd. 

2. Improve signal light timing for traffic light at Parker Road and 1B to allow Southbound traffic to 
clear out rather than back up through intersections north. 

3. Highly support project, long overdue.  Recommend doing the entire project to Fire Station, don’t 
delay.  Perhaps a light at Forest Hill. 

 
Eight (8) Comment forms returned. 
Twenty-six (26) attendees. 
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