
 

    SRTS Planning  
  Discussion Session  

1.   Are there any existing resources at your school that you can also 
use for Safe Routes, or that can built upon?  (PTA or PTO, health 
and wellness committees, school safety committees, school-wide 
events, map of school walk zone, etc…) 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
2. When thinking of your children walking and bicycling to school, 

what improvements need to be made to the physical environment 
within one mile of your school? (roads, sidewalks, crossings, etc…) 

    _______________________________________________________ 
    _______________________________________________________ 
    _______________________________________________________ 
 
3. What behaviors of drivers, parents and students have you observed  
    in your school zone that may discourage walking and bicycling to  
    school, or make it unsafe?      

    Drivers:________________________________________________ 
    Parents:________________________________________________ 
    Students:_______________________________________________ 
 
4. Can you think of any partners you would like to have when  
    designing your Safe Routes program? (community groups,  
     law enforcement, city planning, etc…) 
    _______________________________________________________ 
    _______________________________________________________ 
    _______________________________________________________ 
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 Note: Preparation for this section should be completed prior to your discussion session.  
This information will help you better formulate your SRTS plan. 
 

School Population Information 
 

1.  How many children attend this school?   _______________________ 
 
2.  What are the grade levels at this school?  K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 
3.  Administration of this school is:  public     private    other 
 
4. What best describes the geographic area of your student population?   
      � neighborhood    city draw      neighborhood and city draw 
 
5. How many school bus routes serve this school?  _________________ 
 
6. What percentage of children at this school currently: 
 Walk to school: _______________      From school: ______ 
 Bicycle to school: _____________      From school: ______ 
 Ride the bus to school: _________      From school: ______ 
 Ride in private cars to school: ____     From school: ______ 
 
7. What percentage of children attending this school live within: 
 1/2 mile of school: ________________ 
 1 mile of school: _________________ 
 1.5 miles of school: _______________ 
 2 miles of school: _________________ 
 Greater than 2 miles of school: ______ 
 
8.  For the children who live the farthest distance from your school, how  
     many miles is their commute to school? _______________________ 
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 Note: Preparation for this section should be completed prior to your discussion session.  
This information will help you better formulate your SRTS plan. 
 

Program Assessment 
 

1. Are there currently any walk to school programs at your school?  
                            Yes           No 
    If yes, please describe: _____________________________________ 
    ________________________________________________________ 
    ________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Are you aware of any pedestrian safety or bike safety classes taught in  
    your school?           Yes           No 
 If yes, who teaches these classes? ___________________________ 
 

3. Do your local law enforcement agents perform any targeted traffic  
    surveillance at the school?  (speeding in the school zone, cross walk  
    violations)               Yes           No 
 
 If yes, what kind of surveillance and how often? _______________ 
 ______________________________________________________ 
 
4. Do you have paid crossing guards at the cross walks?     Yes      No 
 

5. Do you have unpaid/volunteer crossing guards at the cross walks?  
         Yes           No 
 

6. Is there currently a school safety patrol or committee?    Yes      No 
 
7. Is there currently a school wellness committee or physical fitness  
    committee?               Yes           No 
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 Note: Preparation for this section should be completed prior to your discussion session.  
This information will help you better formulate your SRTS plan. 
 

Policy and Planning 
 

1. Is there currently a plan in place at your school which separates the 
drop off and pick up times and/or locations for car traffic, bus traffic, 
and pedestrian and bike traffic?        

   Yes           No 
 

2. How does your school currently encourage children to walk and/or  
    bicycle to school?   
 

   Does not currently encourage children to walk/bike 
   Celebrates International Walk to School Day 
   Celebrates “Walking Wednesdays” or “Two-Feet Tuesdays” 
   Teaches bike and pedestrian safety classes 
   Offers incentives to walkers and bicyclers 
   Has a “Walking School Bus” program 
   Has a “Bike Brigade” or “Bike Train” program 
   Promotional items on the school campus, such as posters,  
      flyers, school loud speaker announcements, etc… 
 

3. Are there any School District or Administration policies that promote  
    walking and/or bicycling to school?    
 

   Yes           No 
 

4. Do any elected officials participate in or support your Safe Routes to  
    School efforts? 
 

   Yes           No       If yes, who? _____________________ 
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 Note: Preparation for this section should be completed by your group on foot, by  
 actually walking around your school and assessing the conditions. 
 

Physical Environment 
 

1. Within 5 blocks of your school, are there any of the following: 
 

   3 lane roads or wider 
   Speed limits higher than 35 mph 
   Major highway or interstate 
   Railroad crossings 
   Truck routes 
 

2. What is the speed limit of the highest-speed street directly adjacent to  
    your school?   _______ mph 
 

3. Is there a posted school zone speed limit on any streets near the      
    school?      Yes       No                If yes, what is it? ______ mph      

    If yes, when is this school zone speed limit in effect?    

   When children are present 
   When school is in session 
   During specific hours on specific days 
   When lights are flashing 
   Other: ___________________________________________ 
 

4. Are there marked crossings for children to use at every street adjacent     
    to the school?            Yes     No 
 

    If yes, how are these marked?   
   With white lines on the street 
   With flashing pedestrian lights 
   With a stop light or stop sign 
   Other: ___________________________________________ 
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 Note: Preparation for this section should be completed by your group on foot, by  
 actually walking around your school and assessing the conditions. 
 

Physical Environment 
 

1. Are there sidewalks for the routes children use to get to school? 
         None (skip to question 4)     Some         Most         All 
 

2. How wide are the sidewalks at their narrowest point? 
 _______ feet 
 

3. Are there trees, grass or other buffers between the sidewalks and the   
    street?       No       Some         Most         All 
 

4. Do children walk to school on roadways without sidewalks, but with  
    shoulders?   Yes    No     If yes, how wide are the shoulders? _____ 
 

5. Are bicycle lanes marked on streets leading to the school? 
       Yes    No      
 

6. Is there a dedicated walking or bicycling path that could be used to get  
    to the school?   Yes    No      
 

7. Are there curb ramps at crosswalks to allow younger cyclists easy  
    access without dismounting their bikes?      Yes    No      
 

8. Is there good lighting on the routes to the school?   Yes    No    
 

9. What conditions are present in the area where children would be  
    expected to walk or bike to school that may be considered a significant  
    hazard? Other: ____________________________________________ 
  steep hills      speeding vehicles 
  blind curves      major roadways 
  lack of sidewalks     truck route 
  poorly maintaines sidewalks crime or loitering 
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